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SPECIAL OFFER 



include VAT 

& 1st Class 

Delivery 



^ 081 -744-1 834 
^081-744-2354 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Fax: 081 -891 -6260 (24hr) 



FROM 25th APRIL 1991 



• Artisoft CF2 3" Disk £17.50 (10) £49.95 (30) 

• Maxell CF2 3" Disk £17.50 (10) £49.95 (30) 

(Special Desk Top Publishing Packages, 
complete with software, mouse & Interface) 

• AMX Mouse & Micro Design 2 £88.95 

• AMX Mouse & Stop Press £71.95 

• AMX Mouse & Desktop Publishing....™™... £61.95 

• Master Scan & Paint Pack ™.._.™........„....£59.95 

• PCW 9512 Carbon m/s ribbon .£2.70 (1+) £2.40 (30+) 

• Locoscript PC Ver 1.5 (NEW) £105.95 

• Fun School 3 (Age 5, 5-7, 7+) Each £17.50 

(£51.60 for set of 3) 

• Amstrad Orig. CPS 8256/8512 

Serial Parallel Interface £41 .95 

. PCW 102 Keys Replacement keyboard ...£77.55 
(PCW 8256/8512/9512 Compatible) 
' Dust Cover (8256/8512/9512) 3pcs set £8.95 



CF2-3" DISKS 



All branded and 100% Certified 



Maxell CF2 ■ Double Sided for Single Drive.. 

Maxell CF2 • D/S (individually cased) 

Amsott CF2 - Double Sided for Single Drive. 
Maxell CF2-D DS/DD for 8512 & 9512 



£17.50 

for 10 



Amsfrad 3" Storage Box (10 Cap.) . 

Lockable Storage Box (20 Cap) 

Lockable Storage Box (40 Cap) 

3" Disk Drive Head Cleaning Kil 



10 off 
..£17.50. 
..£20.50 . 
..£17.50. 
..£20.50 . 
1 off 
...£4.95... 
..£7.95... 
..£9.95... 
..£4.95... 



30 off 
...£49.95 
...£59.95 
...£49.95 
...£59.95 

2ofl 
....£9.50 
..£15.50 
..£19.50 
....£9.50 
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GAMES 



ALL GAMES WORK WITH 8256/8512 
• PCW 9512 COMPATIBLE 

• Brian Clough Football Fortune £15.80 

• BriOge Player 2000 with Tutor £12.60 

• Bridge Player 2150 GalacBca £22.60 

• Catch 23 £1455 

' Classic Games 4 Compilation £15.60 

■ Clock Chess '69 £15.80 

• Colossus Bridge 4 £13.25 

■ Colossus Chess 4 £13,25 

•Corruption £1655 

' Crossgrid 

(crossword without dues) .....£10.95 

• Cyrus Chess II £13.25 

•Fish £18.25 

G.Gooch's Tesl Cricket £15.80 

• Gnome Rangers £12.25 

• Guild ol Thieves £18.25 

Hop, Munch. Shool Collection £12.25 

• Ingnd's Back £12.25 




■ Scapeghost 



' School's Out (5 games) 

•Scrabble 

Ski Climb Cavern Collection 

Sporting Triangle 

' Steve Davis Snooker 

• Tank Attack 

Tetrte 

" The Complete Home 
Entertainment Centre.. 

• Time & Magik 

' Tomahawk 

' Trivial Pursuit , 



£18.25 
£15.80 
£14.25 
£18.25 
£15.80 
£10.95 
£15.25 
£12.25 
..£16.80 
..£13.25 
..£16.25 
..£15.50 

..£14.25 
..£12.25 
..£15.60 
..£1795 



LOCOMOTIVE 



SPECIALS! 



NEW! Locoscript II + Locofile (8) £39.95 

NEW! Locofont Set (1+2) £24.95 



Locofile 8256/8512 £27.95 

Locofile 9512 £27.95 

Locomail 2 (8) £25.50 

Locofont 2 £14.95 

3" Thesaurus (Deluxe) to use with 

Locofile (851 2/951 2) £13.95 

Printer Support Pack £26.95 

Locoscripl PC Ver 1.5 MEW....E1 18.95 

I 



Locoscript 2 + Locospell (8). .£32.95 

Locofile + Locomail (8) £41.50 

Locoscript 2 (8) £25.95 

Locoscript PC version £86.95 

Locoscript PC + Locolink... .£102.95 

Locolink £26.00 

L/S PC version 1 .5 + Locolink .£123.95 



BOOKS 



15 Hour Word Proc A~ip*> «CW £6.95 

All tn One Mmi Office Pro*»» C11.95 

Amsl 8256 6512 More Wrtpmces&or £9.95 

Desktop Publishing KtabaC PCW £9.95 

Locomail User Guide £ 1 9.95 

Locoscript 2 & Amst °CW Cf-na C11.95 

Locoscripl 2 4 Mail Sart • e . (10.95 

Locoscnol 2 User gude C19.95 



Locoscript Locomail. Locospe i £8 50 

Looking mlo Locoscnol 2 A~ts- s 16.95 

Mallard BASIC PCW Intro A "el £9.95 

MasleringAmsl PCW 8256 95-2 £9.95 

Ops Guide Amstrad CPC PCW 2 (-0 €20.00 

PCW Machine Code H3.95 

PCW Supercede (13.95 

Program Your PCW (Mallarc", £9.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor £9.95 

Using The Amslrad PCW 9". I ? 1 1 0.95 

8000. Collection £9.95 

Exploiting AMS PCW 9512 114.95 



RIBBONS 



£2.70 



Hiahest Qualitv Guaranteed 



PCW 951 2 Carbon Mullislnke 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric 

PCW 9512 Colour Fabric 



1. 3. 

£2.70 £2.60... 

E320 £3.10... 



(Red. Blue. Green. Brown. Purple) 

PCW 8256,9512 Carbon Mulfetrifce 

PCW 8256/8512 Black (labnc) 

PCW Colour Fabric 

(Red. Blue. Green, Bown, Purple) 

(Pnnler Ribbons lor Slar. Epson. NEC. Panasonic. Amslrad. DMP/LQ. Juki M/S, Qume, I 

CanonTaxan. Man/Tally, Shlnwa, Commodore) P.O.A 



£5.45 £4.95.. 

.£3.20 £3.10.. 

£3.00 £2.60.. 

£5.45 £4.95.. 



10 

...£2.50 

.£2 80 

...£4 50 

,...£3.00 

,...£2.70 

.£4.50 



30. 

£2.40 

£2-60 

£4 SO 

..£2.80 

£260 

£4.50 



DUST COVERS 



£8.95 

|3pcs| 



8256/851 2/951 2 tor monitor, keyboard S printer, anti-static, water proof, cream colour 

NEW! 9512 dust cover sel for monitor, keyboard & printer with sheel feeder £11.50 

NEWI 9512 dusl cover for printer with sheel feeder £5.95 

CROWN dust cover, 82567851 2 (2pcs). /PC lor monitor & keyboard, 1 pc for printer, 
(anti-static, water proof, see through) £7.50 

■ 



APPLICATIONS 

Mini-Office Professional 
Re-release Package 



£25.95 



AMX Mouse . Interface £44.95 

AMX Mouse . Micro Design II 

(DTP) Package £88.95 

AMX Mouse . Stop Press v2.7 .£71 J* 

Cdn-Chal £90.95 

Cracker II £29.95 

Crash Course Tulor (lansysl) £17.95 

DBase II _ £38.95 

Desk Top Publishing S AMX Mouse .£81.95 

Easy Labeller £34.95 

Masler File 8000 £46.95 

Masler Scan .Pa.ni £81 .95 

Micro Design 2 £47.95 



Micro Design 2 t-onts Library 

(2 disk set ol extra fonts) 

Money Manager 



£26.95 

£47.95 



New Word 2 



£54.95 

£84.95 

..£17.95 



New Word 2 with Type Face Sel 

Personal Excellence (lansysl) 

Prolexl (Word Processor. Mail Merge . spellln, 

checker . disk utilities) £35.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £71.95 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus- 
Sage Payroll 

Sage Invoicing. . 



..£101.95 
.£53.95 



Sage Popular Retrieve 
Slop Press (DTP) .. 



£5'.95 

i 11.95 



SupercalclKNewVersicmATiio-i f 44.95 

Tas-Spell 8000 _ £1 '.50 

Tasword8000... £24.95 

Touch'n'Go £-7.95 

Two Finger Conversion (.arayst!. £'7.95 



EDUCATIONAL 



Fun School 3 under 5's.... 

Fun School 3 5-7 yrs 

Fun School 3 7 and over.. 

Micro English G.C.S.E 

Micro Maths G.C.S.E 

Business Italian 

Business French 

Business Spanish 

Business German 



£19.95 

£19.95 



Magic Maths (4-8) 

Maths Mama (8-12) 

Better Maths (12-16)... 
Better Spelling (9-14). 



£12.50 



£44.95 



Junior Playtime (4-8 yrs) £10.95 

Ulflmale Quiz (5-Adult) £10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5-mid teens) £10.95 



T 



MISCELLANEOUS 



Pnnler Cable D25-CEN 36 £7.95 

Pnnler Cable CEN36CEN36 £9.95 

Margin Maker MM3i £13.95 

MaxifH (Margin Maker 9512) £29.50 

Original Amstrad Parallel/Serial 

Interlace CPS 8/9 £41 .95 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5.95 

2 Way CEN36 Swilchbox £17.95 

2 Way Serial D25 Swltchbox £17.95 

4 Way CEN36 Swilchbox £25.95 

4 Way Serial D25 Swilchbox £25.95 

Mouse Pad (Strong Thick Rubber) £6.95 

8256/8512 Primer Extension Lead 



(2 pes) (1 .2 m) _ „.,._ £16.95 

9512 Pnnler Extension Lead (1 2 m) ....£16.95 
Stamprton Self Adhesive Labels 

(1000) (31/2* x 1 "16") £7.95 

SCA512KRAMPAC 

•Simply Ihe Best" _ - £113.85 

8000. Collection (w/dtek) £12.95 

NEWI PCW 102 keys replacement keyboard 

[PCW 8256;8512/9512 Compatible) £77.55 

SCA 768k Ram Pack Upgrade £136.65 

PCW 951 2 Aulo Sheet Feeder £85.95 

PCW Joysnck Interface £17.50 

Oulckshol Turbo Joystick £9.95 



£L to Z Computer Services^ 

132 Heath Road, Twickenham, Middx. TW1 4BN 



* Prices subject to change without notice, and 
for UK & BFPO orders only. 

* Quantity orders please ring 



OFFICIAL ORDERS FROM EDUCATION & 
GOVT AUTHORITY ARE WELCOME (£50 MINI 



OPENING MENU 



FUTURE PUBLISHING. BEAUFORO COURT. 
3D MONMOUTH STREET, BATH BA1 2BW 
TEL 022S 442244 FAX 0225 446019 

EDITOR Sophie Lankonau 
ART EDITOR Harriet Alhay 
TECHNICAL EDITOR Karen Donaghay 
STAFF WRITER Marlin Lp Potdowin 
OESICN ASSISTANT Paul TuOor 
ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER Elaine BroOkS 
ADVERTISEMENT EXECUTIVE David Coultas 
AD PRODUCTION Frances Peters 
AD SERVICES CO-ORDINATOR Annie Gronow 
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR Sue Hartley 
PUBLISHER Simon Slanslleld 
PUBLISHING DIRECTOR Kevin Cox 

ART CONTRIBUTORS 

artwork Barbara McGavm-Edwatds 

0225 3371S2 

COLUMN ILLUSTRATION Jolyon WobD 

0225 317942 

cover photography Jonathan Fisher 

Photography 0225 332626 

PHOTOGRAPHY Stuart Whale 0225 481998 

COLOUR ORIGINATION RCS Ropro. 
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FUTURE PUBLISHING, 

THE OLD BARN, SOMERTON. 
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TEL 0458 7401 1 

MAIL ORDER QUERIES Justin Wharton 

SUBSCRIPTION ENQUIRIES Christine StaCGV 

C FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 1991 

6W Plus <s an independent pubUeaeon Future 

Publishing Lit) haw no l«nk with Amsirad pic 

We welcome contnbunons iron, readers - but cannol 

undertake lo reply lo all correspondence 

Payment (or accepted freelance articles is made 4 

weeks after publication date 

We take great care lo ensure that what we prim •• 

accurate, but we cannot accept liability lor any 

mistakes or misprints No pan of this publication may 

oe reproduced In any form wrthoul our permission 

ABC - Jul - Dec 90 - 25.009 

YOUR GUARANTEE. OF VALUE 1 

• amine comes Irom Future Publishing, a 
company founded (usf six years ago. but which now 
Mlrs mre computer magazines than any publisher In 
Britain We offer. 

Better advice. Our Mies ore pocked wnh tips, 
suggestions and eiptanatcy features, written by the 
cesf in the business- 
Stronger reviews. We have a cast-iron policy of 
editorial independence, and our reviews give dear 
Buying recommendations 

Dearer design You need solid information fast 
So our desqners highlight key elements by using 
Ghana, diagrams, summary boxes, annotated 
photographs, etc 

Greater relevance. At Future, editors operate under 

two golden rules 

Understand your readers" needs 

'Sit.-', 1 rJm 

Uore reader Interaction. Wo draw strongly on 
readers contnbutrons. resulting m the liveliest letters 
pages and the best reader tips Buying one of our 
' magazines & «ke Joining a national user group. 

Better value tor money. More pages, bolte- quji.ty 
magazines you can trust 
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Home o< Birtain's Unost computer magazines 
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FEATURES 



57 PRINT HEAD CLEANING 



10 FLIPPER 3 

Software Imperative have Honied all the laws of 
mathematics wilh Flipper 3 - ihc brand new utility 
thai can splil your PCW into eight working 
environments! Karen Donaghay investigates 

26 MINI OFFICE SPECIAL 

Tony Hart goes lo the lop of the class with the Mini 
Office spreadsheet module - and shows you how lo 
monitor those all important academic results 

43 BEGINNERS' GUIDE 

What can a PCW accounts program do for you? Tim 
Smith calculates the advantages 

46 BEST OF FRIENDS II 

Linking the PCW with the PC is easy enough, bul 
what software do the two machines have in 
common? Alec Rae rounds up some popular dual 
formal packages 

57 CLEAN MACHINE 

Poor quality printer output from the PCW8000 
series of machines can often be rectified by cleaning 
the print head. And you can be ihe one to carry out 
such an operation - if you turn lo our fully 
illustrated, step by step guide! 

LOCOPLUS 



20 LOCOSCRIPT SURGERY 

No problem is loo small for LocoScriplin" Liz 
Bruce! Turn to our regular, three page guide to 
gelling ihe best out of your favourite word processor 

24 LOCOFILE TUTORIAL 

This month, we show you how to set up and 
organise an index within a database 

REVIEWS 

34 SCORECARD 

Martin Le Poidevin takes a new cricket scoring 
program out for its maiden innings 



37 HEADINGS OMNIBUS 

Brian Holley hits the headlines with the latest 
version of the large print utility from Orb Systems 

REGULARS 

5 NEWS PLUS 

Read all about il! We bring you Ihe latest choice 
pickings from the industry grapevine 

15 PROTEXT GUIDE 

30 CASE IN POINT 

We zoom in for a close up on freelance video 
producer Peter Carpenter and his PCW 

39 MICRO DESIGN 2 WORKSHOP 

Alec Rae tries his hand al typesetting 

51 SPEAKEASY 

Wise words from writer Nick Vandome 

53 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Invest in a year's supply of 8(XK) Plus! 

55 LANGFORD 
62 LISTINGS 

67 CLUB AND TRAINING GUIDE 

The essential directory for Ihe PCW enthusiast 

68 TIPOFFS 

Hints, tips and advice galore! 

75 GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 

Word processors, accounts, utilities and DTP 

82 SPECIAL OFFERS 

A line selection of budget-busting PCW goodies! 

85 POSTSCRIPT 

90 COMPETITION 

Three copies of Scorecard up for grabs! 



Have you ever 
wanted to. . . 



»: group O'MHBESS .IS! LoeoFllt. 
| Inde«: burning Unique 



Printer idle. Using li Nt 
Ite»: None CollW/iC Line: 1/15 

~ 1f7:E>tmcfl:Ein4TM»:Hl 



Store names and addresses in 



(ate of birth 

12/1'57 



v Mdrl" computerised card index 

Hone phone n 
Office phone no 
Special interest 
Date of birth 
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Selecl sn || 

Select none 



Keep details of your photographs 
or record collection 



Vour nenbership of the society will be due for renewal at the end of the 
nonth. Since last year, whilst we have been able to naintam the nam 
subscription unchanged, a nunber of the special interest groups have had 



I note that you belong to the following special interest groups:* 1 



te 




Sort information into any order 



LocoFile is to a card index as 
LocoScript is to a typewriter! You can 
simply automate your address book or 
index and cross-reference books. You 
can choose to print labels or keep records 
of customers or club membership - 
almost anything you can think of! 
Information is kept sorted into order - 
alphabetically, numerically, or by date, 
and at any time you can instantly call up a 
record on screen. 



If you have a PCW 95 12 



Then for only £34.95 LocoFile will work 
with all your existing LocoScript software. 



And if you have a PCW 8256/851 2 



If you are still using the original 
LocoScript 1 software, then LocoFile with 
LocoScript 2 is ideal for you . For £44.90. 
you get all the benefits of LocoFile plus 
LocoScript 2. the faster, more powerful 
version of LocoScript - at a saving of £20 
on the separate prices of LocoScript 2 
and LocoFile. 



|.then you need 

LocoFile 



To receive a copy of our 20 page brochure 
on the LocoScript Family or see LocoFile in 
action, please phone Katy Buchan on 
0306 740606 for the name of your nearest 
Locomotive Software Authorised Dealer. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL 




Individually LocoScript 2 costs 
All prices are 



£29.95 and LocoFile costs £34.95 
exclusive of VAT 




Sophie Lankenau - Editor 



There's been a lot of very frenzied 
activity in the 8000 Plus office this 
month - most of which has been 
concentrated around the PCW which 
has been the lucky guinea-pig for 
Software Imperative's Flipper 3. 

The program is quite simply, a 
marvel: it brings a flexibility of hitherto 
unknown proportions to the way your 
PCW works. No more do you have the 
frustrating delay while swapping 
between environments - Flipper allows 
you, (PCW memory permitting), to 
have up to eight of your favourite 
programs quite literally, at your 
fingertips. It is one of those utilities 
which has to be seen to be believed - 



and we're giving you an exclusive look 
at the program in our review on page 
10 of this month's issue. 

When you've recovered from that, 
then there's plenty more to look 
forward to. We've turned our attention 
to the 8000 series printers in this 
month's step by step guide to PCW 
maintenance. Believe it or not, you 
can restore printer output to its 
original glory in just six easy steps! 
Month by month we are proving that 
DIY PCW maintenance is both easy to 
master - and very conservative in 
terms of costs. So, if your printer is 
failing you, roll up your sleeves and 
turn to page 57! 



News Plus 

Don't miss the sequel to last month's 
PCW/PC feature: we're taking a look 
at software packages available for 
both machines. How do the PC 
versions of programs differ? Are they 
be easy to use? Page 46 has the 
answers to all of your questions. 

LocoPlus, our regular section 
dedicated to your favourite word 
processor, has expanded this month to 
accommodate the LocoScript hints 
and tips you've been sending in. So, 
turn to page 20, and find out the very 
latest advice on how to get the best 
out of the LocoScript/PCW team. 

I hope you enjoy May's 8000 Plus: 

, on with the show! 



EASY RIDE FOR LOCOLINK 

Locomotive Software announce revolutionary upgrade of PCW-PC file transfer 
utility, LocoLink 



LocoLink used to be an inhospitable 
little program: no menus, no helpful 
hints and a distinctly unfriendly 
persona. To bring it in line with its 
more chatty cousins - LocoScript, 
LocoMail and LocoFile - it has recently 
been given a massive revamp. 

"We are responding to the fact that 
LocoLink was just too technical," said 
Howard Fisher from Locomotive. And the 
results are nothing short of a complete 
transformation. 

For a start, the PCW side of the file 
transfer is now self-booting, and sports an 
easy-to-use menu. At the other end of the 
cable, all you need to do is to have 
LocoScript PC up and running. 

There you will find yourself witnessing 
the illusion that is the new look LocoLink's 
coup d'etat. The PCW disc drive is actually 



displayed on the PC as drive Z. What is 
stranger still, is that you can then treat 
those PCW files as ordinary PC files: 
editing them, or copying them straight on 
to your PC discs. 

The other new feature is that now files 
can be sent the other way, from PC to 
PCW. This does require version 1 .5 of 
LocoScript and the latest LocoScript 2 
(version 2.31 for the 9512 and 2.30 for 
the 8000 series). 

No doubt this update will serve 
Locomotive well, given that LocoScript PC 
has had a meteoric rise to fame. "Over the 
last few months we have probably sold 
more copies of LocoScript PC, than any 
other PC word processor in the country," 
Howard Fisher told us.. 

The new LocoLink, priced £29.95 
(plus VAT) should hit the shelves at the end 




The new LocoLink is sure to woo 
the most stubborn files down the 
transfer cable! 

of May. If you have the existing version, 
you can upgrade for a small charge. 
Meanwhile, further details can be obtained 
from Locomotive on (0306) 740606 



by Karen 
D o n a g h a y 



THE GREAT VAT SWINDLE? 



Many PCW users were left in turmoil 
following the latest VAT changes. Accounts 
Software that is programmed using the 
pre-budget figure of 15% has suddenly 
been rendered unusable. We took a look at 
some of the most popular programs to see 
how they were bearing up to Ihe change. 

Cornix Software's Simple Accounts II 
came up trumps. Their VAT rate is easy to 
change within the program. Owners of 
Money Manager PCW are also well- 
prepared for the chancellor's decision, with 
the ability to change VAT rate. Sagesoft 
have had to resort to sending their users a 
fact sheet on how to adapt their programs. 
And luckily programs such as Check 
Account II do not use VAT anyway. 

If you are using any other accounts 
program, you are advised to get in touch 
with the supplier or manufacturer to find 
out what measures can be taken to 
accommodate the change. 

Meanwhile, at the Locomotive camp, 
the VAT changes have arrived at a less 
than timely moment. The company were in 
the middle of preparing price reviews for 
later this year, when the extra 2.5% arrived 
to build in to the VAT-inclusive charges. 

So, to avoid confusion, Locomotive 
have decided to bring the planned price 




Look out PCW users: the tax man 
cometh! 

changes forward in line with the new rate of 
VAT. For Locomotive's new price list, 
contact the company on (0306) 740606, 
or write to them at Dorking Business Park, 
Dorking, Surrey RH4 1HL 



OUT OF LUX 

Fans of the RNLI or the Air Ambulance 
service should spare a thought for LuxSoft. 
After two years of raising money for charity 
by selling programs, they are now told that 
this is taxable income - despite its 
charitable destination. 

All good things come to an end and 
LuxSoft put up a gallant struggle. The good 
news is that Basic Needs is still available 
but without the charity element. The new 
reduced price is £8.15 (including VAT). 
They still welcome charitable donations, 
but they must be on a separate cheque, 
made payable to the RNLI. Contact LuxSoft 
on 10726) 850820 for more details. 

POWER CUT 

A new 'Uninterruptible Power Source' from 
Sorensen could save you much time and 
trouble in the event of a power cut. Smaller 
and cheaper than other UPS devices, the 
Power Protector warns you that the mains 
have gone down, and gives you eight 
minutes to save vital information to disc. 

The manufacturers tell us that the unit 
is ideal for both the home and office 
environments. It costs £199 plus VAT, and 
is available from Sorensen Ltd, Kelburn 
Business Park, Port Glasgow. Scotland 



Lunar 
Landscape 

The 1991 Lunar diary, 
devised to help you with 
your gardening routine, 
is now available for the 
PCW 9512 as well as the 
8000 series. Michael 
Soth will supply the file 
free of charge. Just send 
a disc to 52 Barrow 
Road, Shippon, 
Abingdon, Oxon, 0X13 
6JF, including a stamped 
addressed envelope for 
return postage. 



May 91 5 



ADVANTAGE! PCWg 

A CCATI IDINin TUC DECT DH Ik am aH ^ J OTV PRIHF 



I FEATURING THE BEST PD, 
SHAREWARE & COMMERCIAL 
PROGRAMS FOR THE PCW 

• TRIED & TESTED 

• MENU-DRIVEN WITH INSTRUCTIONS 




Our prices 
include VAT 
& Postage 



ffl 



QTY 


PRICE 

£5.95 


2 Discs 


E9.95 


3 Discs 


£13.95 


4 Discs 

Over 4 Discs.. 


£17.95 

...(each) £4.50 



GAMES & EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



VERBIAGE C5.9S 

Based on the popular TV Quiz 'COUNTDOWN - . Make the 
longesi word you can Irom your chosen letters " VERB - 
CONSONANT" - the computer will do the same. The longest 
word winsl Excellent graphics and gameplay. 
TRIVIA QUIZ E5.95 

A multi-choice game with plenty ot last-action graphics and 
sound, competitive scoring and a wide variety ot questions. 
Fun lor all ages. 'Guaranteed completely trivial" - 8000 Plus. 

SLIDER C5.9S 

A unique computer version ol the popular mechanical sliding 
squares puzzles. Pictures are divided up on a grid ol squares, 
then mixed up; your task Is to slide them around to re- 
assemble the pictures. 

PCW DRAUGHTS E5.95 

A well-presented and challenging version ol the popular board 
game, played against the computer. Large, clearly presented 
board making the most ol PCW's hi-resolution graphics. 

FUN ft GAMES E5.9S 

Plenty ol entertainment with these well-known classics - 
Pacman, Space Invaders, Bomber. Maze Game, Hungry 
Snake, Pressup. Ping-Pong. Return To Arg. Game ol Lile. 
Bugs & Golt. 

PIT YOUR WITS E5.95 

Pit your wits against the computer with these popular games - 
Chess, Othello. Mastermind, Spellit, Rubiks Cube. Stone 
(Awari), Biorhythm Plotter. TicTacTo and Word Search Puzzle 
Maker. 

JUNIOR CHALLENGE C5.9S 

An entertaining selection lor youngsters - Aerial Antics. 
Battleships, Burglar Bill. Car Park Blues. Fly Race. Biblical 
Hangman, MasterMind. Post Haste. Solitaire. Table Tester, 
Widget Factory. 

AMUSEMENTS AND DIVERSIONS C5.9S 

Startrek. Lunar Lander. Merchant. Trade. Boggle. Baseball. 3D 
Noughts & Crosses, Chase. Quest. Homonyms, Horse Racing, 
Civil War. Baccarat, Craps, Hunt The Wumpus, Swarms, 
Blackjack, Square. Crazy-8. Hangman American Football. 
Oueen. Spies, Nim, Dots, Dragrace. Pilot. Strobe. 

COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE C5.95 

The famous game which originated on main trame computers, 
with save and re-toad, Plus BESTIARY, "A well-produced, 
novel adventure" - Bill Brock Adventurer's Guide. 

PCW CHALLENGE GS.95 

Four entertaining cult games Irom Nemesis:- The Trial ol 
Arnold Blackwood. Arnold Goes To Somewhere Else, The 
Wise And Fool Ol Arnold Blackwood, Brawn Free. "A good 
challenge lots ol hints and tips and a good range ol responses" 
- 8000 PLUS. 

LOGO LOGIC E5.95 

Educational programs lor DR-LOGO (supplied with your 
PCW]:- Plan the shortest route with AIRLINER. Play 
ANAGRAMS and HANGMAN, use DRAWING with the LOGO 
turtle, Write and print tunes with MUSIC printer and use the 
DISC LABEL PRINTER. 

FUN WITH GRAPHICS C5.95 

PCW-DRAW - simple drawing program - create, save, edit, 
print pictures BIO-MORPH Start with a simple ligure alter a 
lew generations you have a set ot complex and unique 
creatures Plus GRAPHIC ROUTINES and README lor 45 
character PCW screen width. 



WORD - SPREAD - BASES 



WORD PROCESSOR C5.95 

A powerful WordStar-like editor which oilers lull screen editing, 
lull block operations, windowing, automatic horizontal scroll 
(line length up to 255 characters), macro functions, word-wrap. 
lormatling, pagination, find/replace, pagination, undelete and 
more. 

SPREADSHEET C5.95 

For home accounts, mortgage repayments, business and 
multiple calculation exercises. 60 rows by 36 columns. Menu- 
dnven - enter text, numeric value or calculation (+ - x / with 
relerence to any cell or total). Print lacllity and documentation 

DATABASE C5.95 

A small relational database lor storing simple data and 
producing reports Irom the data. Uses Iree format query 
language with macros and commands plus on-line help. A 
good introduction to the concept ol databases. Disc also 
contains a uselul Inventory Database. 

KEYBASE II C5.95 

Menu-driven - Record Set Up. Data Entry, Erase. Counl 
Records, Set Report Fields, Run Report Search. Display Last 
Outpul, Repeat Last Search. Search S Extract. Set Key Index, 
Print Records. Capacity limited on Shareware version 
"KeyBase Is well designed simple to use and it works. A good 
value database." ■ 8000 PLUS. 

NUMBER CRUNCHER CS.95 

Does for calculations what your Word Processor does lor text. 
Retrieve mathematical expressions (formulae) Irom disc files, 
calculate their results, modify them and store them back on to 
disc. Create files ot formulae. Menu prompts and on-line help. 
Up to 15 sig figs., over 100 characters, arithmetic, trig, log and 
% expressions. 



HOME & BUSINESS 



Four ways to buy: 

[T| PHONE: 0242 224340 with your 
1 — ' ACCESS or VISA number 

[2] FAX: 0242 226755 

|"3~| POST your Cheque or Postal Order 

[4"] COLLECT from our showroom 



FILE INDEX C5.95 

Keep a mailing list, addressbook. club membership file or 
catalogue your records, CD's, stamps or books. Similar to a 
card index system or Filolax, comes with sort and printer 
routines. Easy to use. 

HOME ACCOUNTS C5.95 

A new home accounting program written by a UK author with 
all the facilities you need to track your bank account and plan 
your budget. 

HOME VIDEO C5.9S 

Keep track of your video collection with this purpose-built 
program Offers four Sort options and Forms Management 
System to print in order ol title number, video number, global 
alphabetic or unique. 

HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE CS.95 

Record your valuables lor house contents insurance. Or how 
much money you're spending, the value ol your stamp 
collection, the value ol your assets. Or use a simple stock- 
taking program. 

PRINT MASTER (dot matrix) C5.95 

Now you can use your PCW and printer to good effect by 
designing and printing your own customised Letterheads, 
Stationery, Calendars and Greeting Cards. Also prints signs 
and banners. 

PRINTMASTER TOOLBOX (2 disc Ml) C9.9S 

Features a wide range ol over 600 graphics lor use with 
Printmaster plus GALLERY program to view graphics on- 
screen before printing. 

LETAFONT (dot matrix) C5.95 

Change the letters and revitalise your PCW screen with this 
set ol 16 new lonts. Works with most CP/M-based programs 
Edit your own set ol lonts and even print them out. 

EXPERT SYSTEM C5.9S 

Use your computer lor decision making, and problem analysis. 
Build up a knowledge base on any subject then, by answering 
a series ol questions, reach a logical conclusion. 

THE DESKMASTER C5.95 

Comprises a desk-top appointments calendar, calculator, 
memo-writer, card-file database. Plus Label Printer. Home 
Accounts, Mortgage Calculator, Weather Forecaster. 

KERMIT & FRIENDS C5.95 

Plenty ol programs lor data transler between computers (local/ 
remote) Access Viewdata, Prestel. Databases and Bulletin 
Boards. With Kermit. UKModem7, MEX and various 
communications utilities. 

HI-HO FILE TRANSFER C5.95 

Onginally Issued at commercial prices this very straightforward 
menu-driven program offers fast file transfer in and oul ol your 
PCW (needs serial interlace and null modem cable) 

STD CODEBOOK C5.95 

Text files containing lists of all the UK STD codes and 
corresponding exchange names in numeric and alphabetical 
order. Files are squeezed to get then on one disc. 



PROGRAMMING 



THE Z80 PROGRAMMER C5.95 

A complete Z80 Assembler creates an executable .COM 
program from your Assembler file. Plus Z80 Disassembler. 
Debugger, Library, 8080 Disassembler. Z80 to 8080 Translator, 
utilities. 

DAZZLESTAR C5.95 

The powerful Z80 Disassembler with lull set ol associated 
utilities. 

THE C PROGRAMMER C5.95 

Not sure which language to go lor? Try the Small C Compiler, 
a practical and useable Introduction to C. The disc Includes 
source code and documentation. Produces executable .COM 
programs. 

C TOOLBOX C5.9S 

Examples ol C at work. C source (lor a variety ol compilers) 
with .COM programs As a bonus the programs are quite 
uselul too. 

PROLOG - 80 CS.95 

Fascinating introduction to Al. I/O control, database 
manipulation, global variables, arrays, blocks, unification etc. 
With editor. 

THE LISP PROGRAMMER C5.95 

Find out more about this fascinating Artificial Intelligence 
interpreter. Plenty ol on-dlsc documentation. 

JRT PASCAL (2 disc set) C9.95 

A professional-quality Pascal Compiler which comes with 
extensive documentation and plenty ol source code examples. 

GOING FORTH C5.9S 

A comprehensive FORTH compiler which produces executable 
programs. With extensive documentation, library files, utilities 



UTILITIES 



INSTA-MENU C5.95 

Loco5Cript-style menu presentation for CP'M programs. Easy 
access to user areas, simple cursor-controlled program 
selection for running, typing, erasing and copying programs. A 
good "Iront end". 

IN-CONTROL C5.95 

FILE CONTROL leatures Copy. Delete. Rename. Print Change 
User Number, Change Attributes, Log. Sort, Go To and Word 
Processor-style text tile editing. DISC CONTROL features Disc 
Map, Disc Parameters. Sector Editor. File Editor and Unerase. 

COMPLEAT UTILITIES C5.9S 

NSWP Newsweep one key erase, copy rename and print plus 
many other features. SUPERZAP Disc sector editor - edit by 
track/sector or by filename, DISCKITA disc formatter, 178k 
data lormal and 5 1/4" second drive, SCREEN BLANKER plus 
a dozen more uselul programs. 

TEXT PROCESSING UTILITIES C5.95 

Print text (eg Spreadsheet) sideways on your printer. SORT a 
lile into alphabetical order. WORD COUNTER lor Locoscripl or 
ASCII. WSCLEAN. CALENDAR GENERATOR. SPELLING 
CHECKER. SCORING CARD. BANNER Printers, 
TYPEWRITER emulator. SETPAPER. SETPRINT paper and 
printer control. 

DISC ORGANISATION C5.95 

CATALOGUE your discs and produce a printed index, archive 
files and save disc space, MENU SYSTEM, FILE DATING 
SYSTEM. DISC UTILITY, SQUEEZE/UNSQUEEZE will save 
up to 40% disc space. 



HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES 



NEVADA COBOL COMPILER C33.95 

COBOL is an industry standard data processing language, 
suitable lor business applications. Based on ANSI-1974 
Standard COBOL, Nevada leatures runtime error messages, 
random access and sequential files and integration ol 
assembly language using the DR MAC assembler. 

NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER C33.95 

OHers floating point to 14 digits, trace facility, runtime error 
messages, linker and assembler. 26 built-in functions. 9 built-in 
procedures, 15 I/O functions, random, sequential and Indexed 
file I/O functions, histogram activity analyser and access to 
system calls. 

NEVADA FORTRAM COMPILER C33.95 

Adheres closely to the ANSI X3.9-1966 standard with some 
1977 extensions. Advance leatures include THEN. ELSE, 
COPY, CHAINing and TRACE. With two-pass assembler, 
random I/O file, 25 general purpose subroutine/function library 
and runtime error reports. No linking. 

MIX C COMPILER C33.95 

A professional quality C compiler which produces stand-alone, 
executable COM files trom your C source code. Closely 
adheres to the original Kernighan-Ritchie standard with full 
floating point arithmetic. Ideal lor newcomers to C as the 
manual includes a very good tutorial section with plenty ol 
examples. 

MIX C EDITOR split screen. WordStar compatible with 

manual C19.95 

MIX C TUTORIAL EXAMPLES - ready typed ready lo 

compile C5.95 

MIX C GRAPHICS LIBRARY & ASM UTILITIES C10.95 

• THE MIX C "WORKS" - All the above items together lor 
)USt C49.95 

HISOFT C COMPILER C44.95 

HISOFT ZBASIC COMPILER C64.95 

HISOFT MODULA-2 COMPILER C49.95 

HISOFT PASCAL 80 C44.95 

HISOFT FORTH C24.95 

HISOFT DEVPAC 80 V2 C44.95 

Hisott products include the popular ED-80 text editor, binder 
and pnnted manual. All NEVADA compilers are supplied with a 
manual. 



Thinking of changing your computer? Then contact 
Advantage BEFORE YOU BUY. We offer free 
advice for home and business users. Advantage 
are stockists for a wide range of commercial 
programs for the PCW. Atari ST, Amiga 800. PC 
and BBC computers - call in or phone lor details. 
Dealer enquiries welcome 



LOCOSCRIPT PC C1 24.00 

LOCO-LINK PCW-PC file transler cable and SW.C29.95 
TEN MAXELL/PANASONIC 3" DISCS C19.95 

TEN SOLID PLASTIC DISC CASES C2.95 

INTERFACES Senal and Parallel ports lor PCW C49.9S 
PRINTER CABLE Centronix to 25-way D-type C10.95 
NULL-MODEM CABLE lor lile transler 
25-way D-type C10.95 



ADVANTAGE (EP) 56 BATH ROAD, CHELTENHAM GL53 7HJ Tel: 0242 224340 






SPREAD 
THE WORD 

Coming to terms with new technology is 
hard enough (or most people, but for those 
who are disabled there is an extra hurdle to 
deal with. They are all too often frustrated 
by purely physical obstacles. 

Take the PCW for instance. The 
keyboard presents no problem to nimble 
fingers, but for many disabled people it is 
impossible to use. Likewise, the text on 
screen is too small for those with impaired 
vision to read. 

Now all this has changed thanks to two 
new Shareware programs, Big Text and 
Autoword. The first of these - Big Text • 
changes the screen display. Rather than 
the normal spindly text it will be portrayed 
in a larger size - hence the name. 

It can be used with some CP/M 
programs as well as in BASIC, allowing 
many to enjoy the delights of an 8000 Plus 
Listing for the first time. The most useful 
facet however, could prove to be the ability 
to display any ASCII file in big type. 

Autoword is even more innovative. It 
allows the user to type using only the 
space bar. The logistics of the process are 
intriguing. There are several speeds: from 
very slow to very fast. Moving through the 
alphabet, a letter is chosen by pressing the 
space bar. And what's more, it doesn't 
matter whether several other keys are 
depressed at the same time. 

The process continues until the entire 
document has been written. It may sounds 
laboriously slow, but to many disabled 
people this program will be very welcome. 
By providing the means to write a private 
letter or document the PCW is now able to 
grant a level of independence that most of 
us take for granted. 

In fact, the producers describe the 
PCW as "a remarkable machine - ideal for 
people with disabilities". They are, of 
course, not the only ones working in this 
field. The Deva trust aim to provide 
"practical help by using computer 
technology" and have been doing so ever 
since 1985. 

They say that, "although computers 
cannot cure disabilities they can, and do, 
make life a lot easier." True enough and it 
is good to see that the PCW is playing a 
role. Both Big Text and Autoword are 
available from PCW-World on (0384) 
66269. Further information can be 
obtained from David Axford on (0428) 
656438. For more information on the work 
of the Deva Trust call (0270) 875656. 



News Plus 




THE LIGHTWEIGHTS 



It's official! The first portable dot matrix 
printer has finally arrived. Weighing in at 
only 5.9 lbs (just think of three bags of 
sugar or a very heavy lunch) it is very light - 
and also very small. The paper goes in one 
end of a closed box, and comes out the 
other - a technique known to printer people 
as flat-bed printing. Apart from the smooth 
operation, this method also ensures a 
blissful lack of paper jams. 

Space conservation is the name of the 
game and a built-in sheet feeder is all part 
of the act. Fifty sheets of paper is as much 
as most people need from a sheet feeder 
and this is what it allows. 

But the question on all of our lips is, 
will it work with the PCW? The answer is 
yes. LT20 - as the new printer is so 
temptingly called - can emulate the IBM 
Proprinter. Since LocoScript recognises 
this standard, it follows that the LT20 is 




First of its kind: the new portable 
dot matrix printer 

compatible too. Sadly, the diminutive size 
is not matched by the price. A tiny LT20 is 
worth a whole £424.35. Further details are 
available from the information hotline 
(0753) 685873. 



SMALL WORLD 

Fancy attending a "global conference" on 
science fiction, cricket or even Twin Peaks? 
And no, you don't have to start saving for 
the airfare right now. Instead, it is all 
possible via your PCW, a modem and The 
Direct Connection (TDC). 

There are a variety of topics on offer. 
The more serious minded will probably 
remember the fuss when 'cold water 
fusion' was 'discovered'. It turned out to be 
a storm in a tepid tea-cup, but at the time 
scientists the world over were thrown into 
a flurry of activity. A TDC Newsgroup was 
set up to share and discuss experimental 
results and, in a brief moment of fame, 
messages were even featured on the BBC 
Horizon programme. 

For a free on-line demonstration just 
set your modem to 081-853-3965 and 



enter 'demo' at the log-in' prompt. 
Alternatively, a brochure can be ordered by 
telephoning (081) 8532283. The 
subscription price is £10 per month, with 
no connection fee. 

And talking of connection fees, 
Micronet have recently changed their 
charging system. They tell us that the 
subscription for non-business users has 
gone up to £30 - a rise of £10. However, 
this is tempered by the fact that off-peak 
access is now completely free (apart from 
your usual telephone expenses). 

This means that you can find out all 
about computers - and even play their on- 
line computer games (should you so 
desire!) for the price of a local call. More 
details on Micronet can be obtained by 
calling (0800) 200700. 



Missing cue? 

Last month we showed 
you how to get your 
script on BBC radio, in 
Nick Vandome's article, 
Making Waves. But 
drama critics among you 
may also wish to know 
that the play shown in the 
screenshot was entitled 
Condition Purple, by 
Peter Turnwell, and was 
adapted by radio by 
Stephen Mulrine. 
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Pac Attack 

SCA have reduced t 
price of the Rampac by 
£10 making the 
cheapest of the range 
only £103.85. As the old 
saying goes, "look after 
the tenners, and the 
hundreds look after 
themselves!" 



This is the logo to look out for if 
you are in search of software 
written specifically for use by 
disabled PCW users 



A HOME FROM HOME 



If - heaven forbid - your home and all its 
contents were whisked away overnight by a 
freak whirlwind, disappearing in a cloud of 
dust, are you sure that you would know 
exactly what was missing? 

Keeping a record of your possessions 
and their value is one of those things that 
every sensible home owner should do, but 
few get round to. Now there is a program 
for the PCW that makes this task 
considerably easier. 

Inventory is a database that can 
record every item in your home, down to 
the very last spoon. It can then list them all 
out in terms of location, value and date of 
purchase, as well as sorting them into their 
own categories - clothes, electrical 
equipment, furniture and so on. 

Appreciating and depreciating assets 
can be picked out and adjusted. Then, with 
all the data entered, you can frighten 
yourself (or give yourself a pleasant 
surprise) by totting up the total value of all 
your worldly goods. 

This all comes at the very reasonable 
price of £12. It is available from its 
creator, Mr Vickers, of 36 Bempton Grove, 
Birstall, West Yorkshire, WF1 7 9QZ. 

His telephone number is (0924) 
477890. Remember to state what 




Inventory can help you to price up 
your home - right down to the very 
last chandelier bulb 



model of PCW you own. Just one 
quibble. In the demonstration program 
he gave us, Mr Vickers has recorded only 
"40 computer magazines". Whatever 
happened to the other 16 issues 
of 8000 Plus, we wondered? And are the 
rest really only worth only £50? We've 
always thought that 8000 Plus is 
one of those items whose value 
appreciates with age! 
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Could you be the 
next Spycatcher? 




SECRET AGENT 

It is unlikely to raise any objections in 
parliament and it will not be banned in your 
local shops. But despite this, the new 
game Spysnatcher will no doubt be a jolly 
good ruse. It is loosely based 
on Peter Wright's 
controversial book and 
involves stealing various 
papers from an office block. 
However, when we 
approached Topologika, we 
found that the proiect was 
shrouded in secrecy. 
Our mole was able to tell us 
that it is due for release 
sometime in the autumn. And 
it will be partnered with 
another program - yet to be 
revealed. Even the price 
remains a mystery. Still, 
they've probably signed the 
Official Games Act! 



ALADDIN'S SAVE 

Aladdink have just announced a special 
introductory offer, open to all 8000 Plus 
readers. Until the end of July they will re-ink 
as many ribbons as you can muster, for 
£1 .50 each. But this offer only applies to 
your first order, so gather together as 
many as you can! For more details Aladdink 
can be contacted on (08907) 50965. 



WINNING WORDS 

Well done to all the entrants of our 
crossword competition. We were inundated 
with post, a sure sign that the prize - a 
copy of LocoFile - is something that many 
of you have taken a fancy to. The winners 
should be well on their way to unrivalled 
efficiency, with the help of Locomotive 
Software's database program. 

Congratulations to Janet Willcock from 
Mousehole in Cornwall, Mr J.Davies from 
Brighton and T.F.Merrett from 
Biggleswade. Well done! 

And, for those of you who got stuck 
• here is the correct version 
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THE PCW OVERSEAS 

The PCW is a truly international beast. 
We regularly hear from readers based on 
the continent - and even further afield - 
and from their User Clubs. This month 
was no exception, with a despatch 
coming in from the two-year old JOYCE- 
Computerclub. The club is based in 
Germany, but draws its membership 
(over a hundred strong) from all over the 
area, including Switzerland and Belgium. 

The JOYCE-Computerclub offers a 
wide range of help, advice and support. 
The most recent edition of the bi-monthly 
newsletter ran to over 60 pages and 
includes news and adverts, as well as 
hints and tips, articles, listings, a Public 
Domain section and many other goodies. 

Because of the wide geographical 
spread of the club, the newsletter has to 
be the main means of communication 
between members; however, last year a 
meeting near Bonn attracted around 25 
members, and more get-togethers are 
planned in the future. 

Anybody who wants further 
information - in German! - should contact 
the JOYCE-Computerclub, c/o Kay Uwe 
Berghof, Roseggerstr. 5, D 5600 
Wuppertal 2 (West Germany). 

Meanwhile, and still not quite on 
terra firma, Kate Quilliam would like to 
start a club on the Isle of Man. She gives 
PCW tuition; her brother sells computers. 
Sounds like the ideal set-up! Manx 
PCWers can contact Kate at Upper 
Ballagnck Farm, Santon, Isle of Man. 

NEW AND BOOMING 

It's good to see that a mention in 8000 
Plus can have such startling results. 
Back in March, we gave the addresses of 
a couple of gents wanting to start clubs - 
one in Wales, one in Essex. With a great 
deal of hard work, both clubs have now 
opened for business. 

But they are always open to new 
members. The club in Basildon, Essex, 
for instance, have already held a couple 
of meetings, and have had a great 
response. But.. .it could be better. So 
anyone down there around Southend and 
Chelmsford - get in touch with Jim French 
on (0268) 415255. 

In Wales, the Aberdare group now 
boasts a name - the "HEADS of the 
VALLEYS PCW User Group" - which 
definitely rates a mention as the most 
attractive name for a new club. They 
meet on the first Friday of each month in 
Aberdare itself, and their contact is Roy 
Underwood, on 0685 874972. 

ROOM FOR GROWTH 

Even the larger, more established groups 
are always looking for new members and 
ideas. These groups can usually offer 
informative talks - the Teesside Group, 
for instance, will meet on May 1 3th, for 



'an evening discovering the utilities of 
CP/M'. The Hereford group, as 
mentioned in last month's news, also 
have an exciting program of talks. In 
addition, they will can now offer a 
bookshop service, although catalogues 
will only be available at meetings. What 
better reason for joining? 

The CP/M and MSDOS User's Group, 
one of the clubs aimed at the more 
advanced user and programmer, have 
had a change of contact address. If you 
think that this is your cup of tea (we 
might add at this point that their current 
newsletter is full of hints, tips, assembler 
routines, memory maps and other 
tempting goodies) then contact Dave 
Nesbitt at The CP/M and MSDOS Users' 
Group, 1 1 Haslemere Road, Windsor, 
Berkshire SL4 5ET. 

IN HOPE... 

We have addressed this problem before, 
but it is worth appealing again. Mr 
Nesbitt (no, not the same one as in the 
CP/M Users' Club above) lives on the 
East Coast of Scotland. Yes, there is the 
ScotWest Group, he says, but that is on 
the other side of the country. So he 
would like a club near his own home, and 
is prepared to start one up. He is Bob 
Nesbitt, his phone number is (056) 72 
773. He has already spoken to Scotwest 
themselves, and the two groups look like 
making the PCW presence felt in earnest 
north of the border. 

At the other end of the country, Mrs 
Rymell would like to start a club in South 
Somerset. Contact her at Lyewater 
Farmhouse, Lyewater, Crewkerne, 
Somerset TA18 8BB (0460) 72509 if 
you are interested. 

RIP 

Sadly, though, not all news is good news. 
Just before we go to press news has 
reached us of the demise of the Retford 
PCW Users Group. Paul Tew, who had 
been running the group, has moved on to 
pastures new, and nobody has been 
found who is willing to take on the 
challenge. Very sad, as the membership 
had reached the healthy figure of 25. 

NEW LIFE 

Hopefully, though, that will be the last bit 
of bad news that we have to bring you. 

Always on the look out for glad club 
tidings, Club News can be alerted at 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 2BW. 
Information on new clubs, news on 
people looking for clubs, of people 
wishing to form clubs, and of the 
activities of established clubs - all are 
most welcome. 

Any contributions must be sent in to 
Club News early in the month preceding 
cover date please. In the meantime, 
happy clubbing! 
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JUST PLUG IN FOR 

POWER 

Designed and manufactured in the UK, SCA products 
are backed up with a first-class telephone support 
service and a money-back guarantee 





SCA Rampacs 

• Compatible with all Amstrad PCWs. 
• Simply plug into the expansion port. 
• Tested Locoscript compatible by 
Locomotive Software. 
• Through-connector allows 
\»<tf$^ continued use of other 

»* peripherals. 

• Three versions available- 
512K. 768Kand 1.5Mb. 
• Upgrades available to 
existing Rampacs. 



To upgrade your existing SCA Rampac 
simply send your Rampac to us and we will 

upgrade and return it within 48 hours 
512K to 768K, £30.39 + VAT = E35.71 post free 
512Kto 1.5Mb. £700 + VAT = £1 17.50 post free 
768K to 1 .SMb, £75 + VAT = £88. 1 3 post free 



512K 

Adds 5 1 2K of RAM. Instantly! 

Only £89.00 + VAT. 

Total £104.58 - postage free. 

768K 

Will upgrade your PCW 8256 

to a full I Mb. 

Only £109 + VAT. 

Total £ 1 28.08 - postage free. 

1.5Mb 

Three times the memory of 
basic Rampac for only twice 
the pricel 

Allows Locoscript users to use 
the maximum 2Mb memory 
on 85 1 2/95 1 2 machines. 

i Flipper 2 recommended for 
CP/M users. 

i Only £189 + VAT. 
Total £222.08 - postage free. 



If you use Locoscript 
you should have a 
Rampac- but don't 
just take our word 
for it, see what the 
magazines say- 
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SCA Interfaces (serial/parallel) For Amstrad PCWs 



PROFESSIONAL 

Full 8 bit Centronics parallel 

port for printers and plotters. 

Full duplex RS232 serial port 

for communications at all 

speeds between 75 & 1 9200 

Baud. 

User manual supplied with 

details of cables. 

Only £48.00 + VAT. 

Total £56.40 - postage free. 




PROFESSIONAL PLUS 

All functions as Professional 
Real Time Clock/Calender with 
on-screen digital clock display 
Demonstration and 
communications software 
supplied on a 3" diskette 
Automatic CP/M time 
and date stamping. 
Only £57.00 + VAT. 
Total £66.98 - postage free. 



*** 






Systems Ltd., 61 Ferrlngham Lane, Ferring, 
Worthing, west Sussex BN12 5LW 
Telephone Q903 700288 Fax 0903 506606 




Flipper 3 



Eighth Wonder 

Can the PCW really think about eight things all at the same time? 
Karen Donaghay catches up with Flipper 3 



the memory! 

II > on want lo expand 
wiiir memory pOW 

then (here are sevj 
ways n> ili> ii. SCA 
Systems' Rampacs 
are probabrj the 
easiest way to do i 
business. The 
Rampac comes in 
three sizes: 5 12K. 
768K and 1 ,5Mb. 
Prices are 
respectively £113; 
E136.85and£22&8 
(including V \ I i 
and they can he 
obtained directly 
from SCA bj colli 
(0903) 7IMI2XS. 
Other good news for 
SCA Is thai Flipper 3 
is compatible with 
their Vortex hard 
disc - although the 
game is mil triieul 
the equally popular 
Diamond hard disc 
i( irlech. 
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Krishna, that well-known 
Hindu deity, is blessed with 
several pairs of arms - a 
happy slate of being, and one 
thai does much lo make him ihe envy of 
overworked people everywhere. An 
extra pair of hands would often be a 
godsend in these modern, franlic limes. 

Well, sorry, we can't supply any 
add-on limbs bul there is a program thai 
could endow your PCW with a similar 
status. Cast your mind back lo those 
limes when you have wished fervently 
for a whole Heel of PCWs. rather than 
just ihe one. Or those limes when having 
lo do more than one thing al once 
becomes almost a necessity. 

Imagine for instance lhat you are in 
the oflice. wriling a letter, when the 
telephone rings. No problem. You leave 
your document in Edit mode and pick up 
the phone. It turns out lo be an irate 
customer making - horror of horrors - a 
long distance call. After calming him 
down in your most diplomatic way. you 
realise lhat his query' can only be 
answered by delving into the dark 
recesses of a Supercalc spreadsheet. 

Bul. try Idling him thai you need to 
save your letter in LocoScript before you 
can boot up CP/M And then, oh dear, 
you can't find your Supercalc disc - and 
where did you pul thai customer account 
file? By Ihe lime you return to your 
caller, he is likely lo be breathing fire 
and brimstone down the telephone line. 

This is jusl one situation where 
Flipper could help. There are many, 
many others. Whenever you need to 
leave something momentarily, Ihen 
Flipper, and only Flipper, can help you. 

From old to new 

When Flipper 2 came oul it was a PCW 
revolution all by iisclf. You could have 
LocoScript set up on one side, and 
Supercalc set up on the flip side. The 
transition, or Ihe 'Hip', could be made in 
less than a second and you would never 
cease lo be astonished at Ihe efficiency. 
In effect it was like having two machines 
silling side by side on your desk. 

Bul PCW users are a demanding 
breed. Having discovered ihe joys of two 
environments, they wanted more. Why 
there couldn't be three? Or even four? 

Why not indeed? There was nothing 
within Ihe basic principles of Flipper thai 
prevented this. And so Software 
Imperative have decided to end ihe 
debate for once and for all. In a massive 
revamp of the original program, they 
have finally come up with Flipper 3 - 




and although ii is still named Flipper 
almost everylhing else has changed. 

Several things instantly strike you. 
The lirsl revelation comes when you pul 
ihe disc into the drive. Ii is self-booting. 
The second surprise is thai once Flipper 
is sel up. il relies on jusl iwo pull-down 
menus for every action you will ever 
want lo carry out - and ihe choices 
available allow ihe user lo be more 
demanding than ever before. 

Bul by far ihe most obvious benefit 
is lhat Ihe new Flipper offers no less than 
eight environments. This feature alone 
would be enough lo make ii worth 
looking at as a sound investmenl. even if 
you already have Flipper 2. 

Split personality 

So. for those who are nol "flipping" 
experts, whai does (his really mean? 
Well, Flipper 2 allowed you to have iwo 
completely different PCW set-ups. And 
we do mean complete. 

One second Ihe PCW could be hard 
al work in CP/M calculating ihe interest 



on a loan. The next second il could be 
back in a LocoScripi letter, advising 
your Aunt Mildred on ihe best possible 
peal lo use on her gardenias. 

To switch from one environment to 
another means using a keypress 
sequence that would, under normal 
conditions, rebool the machine - 
|SHIFT||EXTRA||EXIT|. 

When you flip back, you will revisit 
LocoScripi or CP/M in exactly the same 
stale as you left il. Il is a little like 
walking through a PCW lime warp. The 
letter lo Aunt Mildred is picked up mid- 
sentence. Or. if you left your spreadsheel 
in the middle of a calculation you can 
return lo il and jusl carry on as though 
nothing had happened. 

So if Flipper 3 is based on the same 
principles as Flipper 2 then it follows 
thai il should be a replica of the situation 
described above, except with eight 
different environments ralher than two. 

Yet, as always, it is not quite as 
simple as it sounds. We set out to 
discover more... 



THE STARTING POINT 



Flipper 3 



Flipper 3 doesn't believe in Wasting 
lime. Throw a copy inlo ihe A drive, and 
il goes straight into action. This is an 
important point to notice, since its 
predecessor Flipper 2 forced one to load 
CP/.M lirst and - even worse - remember 
the list of Flipper options. 

In contrast. Flipper 3 automatically 
prompts you to set up LocoScript on one- 
side. CP/M on the other and can then flip 
on demand, with all the expertise of a 
ten-year old Russian gymnast. 

Your sole contribution to this 
happy state of affairs is to produce a 
LocoScript disc when you are prompted 
to. and later a CP/M disc. Thereafter, 
you can Hip between the two by 
pressing [SHlFr)|EXTRA|[EXlT|. 



The second screen shot illustrates 
just how easy this is. Press the key 
sequence |SHIFT||EXTRA][EXIT| 
at any time and a menu appears 
with two options shown: LocoScript 
and C/PM, The underlined letter is the 
'hot key' - it's rather like a shorthand 
code. Pressing either L or C will 
catapult you into Ihe environment of 
your choice. Or you can move the 
highlighted bar down to the desired 
line and just press [RETURNI. 

Top: Flipper goes to work, Launching a CP/M 
environment. All you have to do is provide the 
start ot day disc and press [RETURN] 
Right: After Launching LocoScript and CP/M - 
the choice is yours 
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MORE ABOUT MENUS 

This is all well and good, but what about 
other possiblities? We told you earlier 
that Flipper could provide up to eight 
environments and here we are extolling 
the virtues of a mere two. 

The simplest menu is the one that 
allows you to flip from one environment 
to another, obtained by pressing 
[SH1FT||EXTRA||EXIT|. as we have- 
just seen. But. to get the most out of 
Flipper you need to get to grips with the 
other, more complicated, menu. 

Changing Flipper's set-up is 
designed to be a simple process and it 
achieves this goal admirably. The set-up 
can be changed quickly and effectively 
from the aptly-named Set-up menu. This 
displays a whole range of opportunities 
lhat at first sight seem rather 
overwhelming (see the screenshot). 

But. bear in mind that Flipper is one 
of a kind, and so these choices are all 
unique to Flipper and are bound to seem 
unfamiliar. With constant use they 
quickly become second nature. 

Again, scrolling down the list allows 
you to choose an option. Or. a quicker 
method is to press one of the underlined 
letters. For example to 'Trash' an 
environment completely press |T|. This 
destroys the current environment, and 
returns all memory to a pool. 

The major achievement of Flipper is 
lhat you can then do with this memory 
what you will: dividing it between 
LocoScript and CP/M in endless 
permutations. There are rules to this 
game as you do not. in reality, have 
endless supplies of memory to play with. 
Bui more about that later. 

The key to utilising this extra 



memory is the Launch option. Without 
this, there would be no Flipper 3. It is 
where all of the advantages come 
together to give an exhilarating sense of 
freedom. Not only can you 'Launch' 
whatever you like inlo the remaining 
memory, but it can take up as much, or 
as little space, as you choose. 

You could do something silly like 
Trash everything and then Launch as 
many games of ping-pong as can 
possibly tit on to one PCW and flip very 
quickly from one lo another. Or you 
could Launch something useful like 
LocoScript. followed by a database and a 
word count program. 

Despite the myriad of options. 
Flipper needs very little information to 
Launch a new environment. You need lo 
give the new environment a name, such 
as Spreadsheet, and you also have to tell 
Flipper how big it should be. 

For those who don'i like to dabble in 
bytes, there are options to use up "AH' of 
the remaining memory or 'Half ihe 
remaining memory. Alternatively, there 
is the option to tell Flipper the exact size 
in either kilobytes or blocks (a block 
equals I6K). If you take a quick look at 
the screenshot on the following page, 
you can see this menu in action. 

Whatever you choose to do. once 
you have sized up your prospective 
environment and given it a suitable 
name, you then simply press [RETURN], 
use your CP/M or LocoScript boot-up 
disc and that's it. 

The newly-created territory will then 
be treated in the usual way. 

Of course, once an environment has 
been Launched it will remain there until 
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Flipper can also set up "made to measure" 
environments. Everything you need to do 
such a thing is provided on this clearly 
presented, easy-to-use menu 

such time as you decide to Trash it. So 
the next lime you press 
[SHIFT|[EXTRA)[EXIT] it will appear 
in the list of underlined options. 

And this isn't the only option in the 
Flipper bag of tricks. Others include 
Relaunch - designed to help you over 
those difficult launching problems. If. for 
example you have launched an 
environment using an ordinary 
LocoScript disc - when what you really 
wanted was LocoScript and LocoFile. 
then Relaunch can save lime by allowing 
you lo reboot, using a different disc, into 
the same pool of space. 

And then there is Flipsave. Flipload 
and Save Defaults. These are the design 
tools. They should allow you to install 
Flipper so lhat it completely fits your 
needs, and then reproduce lhat set-up 
whenever you use Flipper. And the 
easier thai process is. the more useful 
Flipper is likely lo be. 
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Endangered 
species 

Many people 
consider LocoScript 
I to be one of the last 
existing dinosaurs on 

the planet. Flipper 3 

does nothing tn 
disprove this theory; 
ii is inn- more t" ad 
to the list "i 

applications lhat "ill 
mil) talk In 
iiiSinpt 2 
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ON YOUR OWN 



This is where the fun starts, and also 
where you have to put your thinking cap 
on. Assuming you have trashed 
absolutely everything and you arc 
starting from scratch, what do you need 
from your PCW? 

If you use LocoScript and a 
spreadsheet on a daily basis these would 
be good ones to have. One more 



environment could then be left free for 
any other program lhat you want lo use. 

Or, if you are trying to learn to touch 
type, then setting up a touch typing tutor, 
plus LocoScript and maybe a word- 
counter would be useful. Then you can 
Hip over from LocoScript lo count the 
number of words in your document And 
once an hour you can take a break from 



the serious work and have yet another 
re-run of The Quick Brown Fox Jumps 
Over The Lazy Dog 

This all sounds very easy: jusl take 
your pick of set-ups and then Launch it. 
The bad news is that most machines 
won'i be able to cope wiih three different 
environments because they don't have 
enough memory. There is only so ► 



Flipper 3 




How much? 

Hipper 3 costs E34.95 
and can be obtained 
from Software 
Imperative, .11 I 
Chapel Row, Queen 
Square. Batb BA1 
IHN. telephone 
(0225)425315. 
If you have already 
got a version of 
Flipper, you can 
upgrade lo Hipper 
for a mere l" III - 
exceptional value, 
considering jusl hovi 
much the new 
program can offer 
you. Software 
Imperative are also 
the masterminds 

behind the word pre- 
processor Forewo 
reviewed in our 
September 1990 

issue, where it 
achieved the rarely 
awarded rating of 
out of 20. 
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Top: Four options at your fingertips, using 
Flipper's flexible Set-up routines 
Bottom: Launching a new LocoScript 
environment would take up about 20 blocks 

much you can squeeze into a limited 
space. Of course this is not Flipper's 
fault, and it can be corrected by adding 
extra memory. 

Anyway here are some of the ground 
rules. LocoScript and CP/M need a 
certain amount of memory just for their 
own purposes. Whalever's left over can 
lie allocated to the M drive. LocoScript 
actually needs 12 or 13 blocks (about 
200K) just to run in. But. to avoid a 
crash of Wall Street proportions, it will 
in practice need more than this. How 
much more depends on how you are 
running LocoScript. 

LocoSpell takes up a colossal 10 
blocks ( I60K) so. unless you have 
memory extensions on your extensions, 
this is not a great idea. LocoFile and 
LocoMail lake up one block each. 
What's more LocoScript uses the M: 
drive as a temporary resting spot for 
large documents while you are Editing. 

This all adds up - and the Flipper 3 
manual itself recommends allocating no 
less than 20 blocks for LocoScript. The 
good news is that if you mercilessly 
throw away those little LocoScript 
extras, such as additional printer drivers 
or fonts this allows you to lit it into less 
than 20 blocks. 

Fortunately CP/M is not so fussy. It 
can work with as little as 12 blocks, 
depending on what you wanl to do in 
CP/M. Bear in mind that many CP/M 
based programs, just like LocoScript. 
need space on the M drive in which lo 
save temporary riles. 

The most important point is that the 
standard 95 1 2 or 85 1 2 has only 3 1 
blocks to play with once Flipper is 
installed. Given these figures, it doesn't 
take a Nobel prize winner in 
mathematics to work out that space is a 
bit tight. The options are either three 



very small CP/Ms (not very useful), or 
one LocoScript plus one small CP/M. or 
two reasonably sized CP/Ms. 

Down Memory Lane 

But take a short walk down memory lane 
and suddenly this picture is dramatically 
changed. This scrimping and saving of 
bytes can be avoided by a memory 
extension. For example, adding an extra 
5 1 2K of memory leaves a generous 6 1 K 
to play with. 

Now you can start gelling into the 
enviable position of having three 
reasonably-sized environments. Il also 
allows more complex programs like 
Micro Design and Mini Office to be used 
with Flipper 3 (both need at least 32 
blocks in which to operate). 

Of course, adding more memory 
means extra flexibility, In theory. Flipper 
can allow eight different environments 
simultaneously. Few people need this 
many choices and il must be said even 
fewer have the memory to do it in. Four 
environments is probably the optimum 
requirement for most PCW users. 

But enough about sums. They are 
best worked out within the comfort of 
your own PCW. What about all of Ihose 
other little features such as FlipSave. 
FlipLoad and Save Defaults? Let's look 
at the simplest option first - Save 
Defaults. Remember the initial set-up of 



Flipper, with the memory split evenly 
between LocoScript and CP/M? This 
default set-up is saved on lo Ihe Flipper 
disc and is used automatically unless the 
user intervenes. 

To save a new default is simplicity 
itself. Once you have denned all of your 
environments, you put the Flipper disc 
into the drive, choose Save Defaults 
from Ihe Setup menu and press 
|RETURN|. And that's it. Next lime you 
switch on your PCW all you have to 
remember is which stan of day disc is 
needed lo bool-up each section. 

This is a crucial feature of the 
program since arranging the set-up is a 
timely procedure. FlipSave and FlipLoad 
on Ihe other hand could have been left 
out. But. it would be a sad loss for PCW 
users as they are undeniably impressive. 
They allow you to take a snapshot of the 
PCW as a whole: capturing your work in 
mid-flow. The amazing thing is that 
FlipSave preserves every environment 
on your machine, not just the one you 
are working on. 

The result is a huge tile. (It will 
probably lake up a disc on its own.) You 
can then switch off your machine. When 
you need to restart. Ihe FlipLoad option 
can drop you back into a situation 
identical to the one you left behind. And 
thai, as you know, could cover an entire 
range of PCW programs. • 




THE VERDICT 



Flipper 3 is many things to many PCWs. 
People who already have Flipper may be 
considering an upgrade. Many others 
may be thinking about it for the first 
time. For newcomers, this is one 
program that comes with a hearty 
recommendation. It is easy to use and 
well thought out. More to the point, it is 
one of those programs that can quickly 
become indispensable. 

If you already have Ripper 2 it is a 
more difficult decision. In a PCW with no 
memory upgrade, the new Flipper will 
still only provide two distinct 
environments, due to the lack of space. 
The question then boils down to one of 
convenience. Flipper 3 is far more 
comfortable. 

For those with large memory 
upgrades it is a completely different 
kettle of fish. In the normal run of events 
there is only so much RAM one can use. 
But with Flipper 3 you can use all of the 
extra space to good effect. In this 
Instance, it would be a great shame not 
to buy Flipper 3. 

On the whole we found Flipper 3 a 
valuable and timely release, especially 




considering how many folk these days 
are prepared to spend a bit of money on 
increasing their PCWs capacity. Your 
comfort is considered at every stage. 
We were particularly impressed with its 
ability to self-boot, with the easy-to-use 
menus and the useful extras like the 
relaunch option. In fact, the only thing 
we could possibly criticise were the 
rather curt error messages. 

The manual is in the chatty style 
that exemplifies the work of Software 
Imperative. This makes it perfect for 
those who like to be gently led through a 
program - but not so great for those who 
are in a tearing hurry. Having said that 
the manual does actually tell you most 
of what you need to know - more than 
can be said for most. It also Includes 
alot of useful background material. 

All in all, Flipper 3 is great value for 
money. It certainly bears the hallmark of 
success - not only is it easy to use and 
very handy but it is also completely 
without rival. No-one else has ventured 
into this highly specialised field and, 
given such stiff competition, it is not 
really surprising. 








■■^^■^^H 


Flipper 3 


Pluses 


with an unexpanded 8256 




A Good documentation 


T Cryptic error messages 




▲ Versatile, innovative features 






▲ Easy to get to grips with 


Ease of use 


5/5 


▲ Extremely useful 


Documentation 
Features 


5/5 
5/5 


Minuses 


Performance 


4/5 


▼ Cannot use Flipper with LocoScript 1 or 


8000 Plus Value Verdict 


19/20 
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4 4 Roast tor.ee 5* C14.35 
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Transferred lo an IBM PS/2 with LocoLink 
and edited with LocoScript PC 



Upgrading from a PCW to a PC used 
to be difficult. Now it's easy with LocoScript PC 
and LocoLink, because you don't have to learn 
a new word processor. 

LocoScript PC has the same look and feel 
as LocoScript on the PCW so you'll be able to 
start work immediately. But the difference 
you'll really notice is the speed - LocoScript PC 
is much faster and more powerful than 
LocoScript on the PCW. 

LocoScript PC not only includes the word 
processor you're familiar with on the PCW, but 
also LocoFile, LocoMail and LocoSpell plus 
support for over 400 different printers all in one 
package! 



Using LocoLink, our unique transfer 
package, you can take all your LocoScript 
documents and datafiles to any PC. LocoScript PC 
lets you keep all your characters and formatting 
commands - saving you the trouble of re-typing! 

So why waste time learning a new word 
processor when you can have LocoScript PC? 

LocoScript PC costs £125 +VAT 
LocoLink costs £29.95 +VAT 

If you would like to see how easy it is to 

move to a PC, telephone Katy Buchan on 

(0306) 740606 for the name of your nearest 

Locomotive Software Authorised Dealer. 

LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 

Dorking, Surrey, 
RH4 1YL 





COMPUTER 
">™V%? SERVICES 



Dept 8, Unit 13c Sunrise Business Park, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7TE 



All prices INCLUDE delivery. Just add VAT at 17.5%. 

Cheques/PO's with order or phone our credit card 
hotline before 3pm for same day despatch (subject to 
availability) by 1st Class post or carrier for next day 
delivery (U.K. Mainland) 

(0258) 480660 
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T*r**"*ifcT 


s 






KJ DDV/11 


MOST PR] 


NTERS 


COLOURED RIBBONS ALSO AVAILABLE FOR 


ALL RIBBONS TOP BUAUTY AND GUARANTEED 










£ per ribbon 


AMSTRAD 




1 


2+ 


5-f 


8256/8512 longllfc 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


8256/8512 Colours 


F 


4.30 4.09 


3.87 


8256/8512 


MS 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


9512 longlllc 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


9512 Colours 


F 


4.30 4.09 


3.87 


9512 


MS 


2.95 2.80 


2.66 


DMP2000/3000/3 1 60 


F 


3.34 3.17 


3.01 


DMP4000 


F 


4.70 4.47 


4.23 


LQ50O0 


F 


5.28 5.02 


4.75 


Colours^Bluc. Red. Green. 


Brown (Fabric only) 




..-AND ALSO 










Brother M10O9/1224 


F 


3.47 3.30 


3.12 


Brother Ml 509/ 1709 


F 


4.95 4.70 


4.46 


Citizen 120D 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


Citizen Swift 24/Swlft 9 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


Commodore MPS801 


F 


3.34 3.17 


3.01 


Commodore MPS 1230 


F 


3.43 3.26 


3.09 


Epson MX/RX/FX100 


F 


3.95 3.75 


3.56 


Epson LX80/86 


F 


2.47 2.35 


2.20 


Epson FX/MX/RX80 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


Epson LQ800/400/500 


F 


3.64 3.46 


3.28 


Epson LX400/800 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


Epson UJ2550 


F 


5.30 5.04 


4.77 


H.Packard U/Jcl Cart 




14.80 14.43 


14.06 


NEC P2200/P2+ 


F 


4.95 4.70 


4.46 


NEC P6+/P7+ 


F 


5.34 5.07 


4.81 


Olivetti DM100/200 


F 


3.43 3.26 


3.09 


Panasonic KXP1080-83 










1090-92, 1 124. 1 180-90 


F 


4.00 3.80 


3.60 


Panasonic KXP1524-40 


F 


6.90 6.56 


5.21 


SclkoshaSPI200 


F 


3.44 3.27 


3.10 


Star LC 10 


F 


3.44 3.08 


2.92 


Star LC24- 10/24-200 


F 


3.50 3.33 


3.15 


StarND/NR/NX15 


F 


5.7 


5.42 


5.14 


F=Fabrtc MS=Multlsu1kc 










We have ribbons for 1000s 


ol printers 


If yours Isn't listed, give 


us a call! 























NEXT DAY DELIVERY 



SOFTWARE 
SPECIALS 



£ 

LocoMall 20.53 

LocoScrlpt 2 20.53 

LocoFUc8256/8512 23.79 

I-ocoSpell 17.28 

LocoScrlpt 2/LocoSpell 27.03 





DISKS 
















£ per dish 






10 


50 


100 1 


3" CF2 Amsoft 


1.55 


1.42 


1.35 1 


3.5" DSDD unbranded 


0.59 


0.53 


0.48 1 


3.5" DSDD KAO brand 


0.89 


0.82 


0.77 1 


3.5" DSHD unbranded 


0.95 


0.89 


0.82 1 


3.5" DSHD KAO brand 


1.62 


1.49 


1.39 1 


5.25" DSDD unbranded 


0.39 


0.34 


0.29 1 


5.25" DSDD KAO brand 


0.65 


0.59 


0.51 1 


5.25" DSHD unbranded 


0.59 


0.54 


0.49 1 


5.25" DSHD KAO brand 


0.99 


0.91 


0.83 1 1 





CONTINUOUS 
PAPER 








Top quality f unfold paper. 








(Ml= Mlcropcrforatcd 


£ per box 






per bo) 


1 


2* 


5+ 


11 x 9.5 

60GSM IM] 


2000 


16.38 


14.88 


13.40 


70GSM (Ml 


2000 


17.65 


16.15 


14.91 


80GSM IMI 


2000 


19.30 


17.80 


16.96 


90GSM (Ml 


1000 


13.72 


12.22 


10.54 


2 Part NCR 


1000 


21.14 


19.64 


18.20 


11.66 X 9.25 (A4) 








70CSM (Ml 


2000 


19.78 


18.28 


17.20 


80GSM (M) 


2000 


23.28 


21.88 


21.04 


'KIC.SM (Ml 


1000 


15.37 


13.87 


12.19 


2 Part NCR 


1000 


32.45 


30.95 


29.87 

















COMPUTER 







■» ■■■»yv ti 




£ 
Copy Holder from 9.90 


Mouse mat 


£ 1 

4.30 1 


Printer Stands from 8.95 


Mouse house 


2.58 1 


Screen flllerafrom 12.45 
3" Drive cleaner 4.30 


Envelopes 


POA 1 


Dust cover 8256 11.26 


Dust cover 9512 


13.00 1 


3" Disk Boxes (301 8.48 


3" Cleaning Kit 


8.95 1 


3" Disk Boxes (601 10.96 


3" Disk Labels (2001 4.42 | 











LABELS 


r 


AVERY LABELS 


The best! 




Fanfold with tractor feed holes. 




AVAILABLE 1. 2 or 3 ACROSS - PLEASE SPECIFY 




Price per 1000 




1000+ 5000+ 


10000. 




£ £ 


£ 


2 3/4x 15/16 


4.25 3.04 


2.68 


2 3/4x 1 7/16 


5.18 3.79 


3.37 


3 l/2x 15/16 


4.55 3.26 


2.88 


3 1/2x1 7/16 


5.64 4.56 


3.87 


3 1/2x1 15/16 


8.18 6.00 


5.44 


4 x 15/16 


5.34 3.49 


3.10 


4 x 1 7/16 


6.39 4.50 


4.05 


4 x 1 15/16 


8.19 6.05 


5.47 


We also have a wide range of other labels 


Including disk labels, small labels and laser 


labels 















STOCKMARKET 2 

THE MORE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCK-MARKET 2 will help you plan your investments, keep a close and careful watch on their progress and manage the paperwork. It is a 
development of the original Stockmarket program which has sold many thousands of copies worldwide. We have added over fifty new features. We 
have listened lo our users and have incorporated a number of their suggestions to make the program even more comprehensive and easier to use. 

.STOCK-MARKET 2 enables you to record full details of all your share transactions (and unit trusts, gilts and other securities). You can enter 
dividends as you receive them as well as cash transactions in saving accounts. Enter items in any order, the program will sort them out. It is easy to 
input the Ijtcst share prices, instantly revalue your portfolio, produce a summary statement and chart your shares' progress. You can also record 
values of indices, exchange rates, etc for plotting. It will list over fifty different summary and detailed reports of your portfolio. You can sec the 
percentage gain. List a year's dividends for the tax man. List all transactions or just purchases or sales for every share or just one share. 

The program can be used for your real investments and for learning and practising investment techniques. It is easy to use and comes complete with a 
comprehensive manual and demonstration files which include real price information going back several years for a number of shares (inc I- 1" 30 index. 
FT-SE 100, British Telecom, Marks & Spencer) so that you can plot graphs straight away. More share prices are available separately on disc. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 



PRICE ANALYSIS 



• Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like 

" Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 
■ Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress 
' Buy and sell snares with automatic calculation of dealing costs 

• Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary 

• Record dividend yields and P/L ratios. Record tax credits, dividends 

• Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values 

• Store prices automatically for plotting charts 

• Sort alphabetically, by date or manually into any order 

• Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell 

' List your folio summary, transactions, dividends and cash accounts 

" Easy to use, menu driven program 



" Up to fifty shares per file. As many files as you like. 260 prices / share 
■ Enter prices daily/wcckly/randomly. If weekly will store 5 years' prices 
" Copy prices automatically from a folio or enter separately 

* Chart anything (share prices, unit trusts, indices, exchange rates, etc.) 

' Sort into any order for easy data entry. List all the prices for each share 
' Plot prices and moving averages of any period on a log or linear scale 
' Automatic scaling of graphs so they always fill whole screen 

* Easy to read scales/grid for prices and dates (not just week numbers) 
' Comes with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few years 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities 
" Sets of share prices may be purchased separately on disc 

' On screen help line and pop-up context sensitive help messages 



Comprehensive sixty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices. 



Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512, 9512 

MERIDIAN 



£49-95 



)®S(^y©i?® 



Also for IBM PC (inc. every Amstrad PC) £49-95 

Prices are all inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day 
(including weekends) from 8am to 9pm and quote credit card number 
for immediate delivery by first class post. 

38 Balcaskie Road, London, SE9 1HQ. Tel: 081-850 7057 




Catch Phrases 

Common phrases become automatic when you use the full power 
of Protext's instruction set - which almost constitutes a language in 
itself. Martin Le Poidevin explores 



Pretext 






There are many phrases thai 
crop up again and again in 
the course of a day's 
correspondence. 'Yours 
faithfully", 'Yours sincerely", "Dear So 
and so', 'Joe Bloggs. Managing Director. 
Bloggs and Sprackett' are some that you 
may use regularly. It rarely happens that 
such phrases fall happily under a typist's 
fingers, and using them over and over 
again could become very irritating. 

But with the advent of the word 
processor all this has changed. Every 
good word processing package should 
allow you to store phrases somewhere in 
the computer's memory, and then call up 
them up with the minimum of fuss. In 
LocoScript, for instance, phrases are 
singled out, bracketed and stored using 
the (COPY| command, and called up 
using IPASTE1. 

In Protext the procedure is slightly 
different, but the effect is the same: go 
into command mode, type KEY or 
PHRASE (the two are synonymous), 
decide which key you wish to keep the 
phrase under, and type the phrase in. 

For example, it so happens that you 
want to keep the phrase 'Have a nice day 
now' under the key 'H'. First of all. get 
into command mode by using the 
[STOP] key. Typing KEY (which we 
will use rather than PHRASE, simply 
because it is shorter) will bring a prompt 
asking you to assign a key. Tap H. but do 
not press [ RETURN]. 

A second prompt will automatically 
appear, asking what your phrase is to be. 
The answer to this is Have a nice day 
now. followed this time by [RETURN] 
(if you press return after the first prompt 
Protext will assume that the return 
actually refers to the second prompt, and 
that the phrase you want to assign is an 
empty string!). 

So now the phrase in question is 
stored under 'H'. But how do you use it? 
The answer is quite simple - and more 
convenient than LocoScript. You use 
that letter in combination with the 
[EXTRA] key. So pressing [EXTRA] H 
will type the phrase to screen. Very 
simple and efficient. 

The key to success 

As in LocoScript. all 26 alphabetic 
character keys are available for 're- 
programming' in this way. This means, 
of course, that the more exotic characters 
normally stored under [EXTRA] key 
combinations will be overwritten by any 
new phrases - something to be aware of 
if you use these characters regularly. 

If at any point you've redefined so 
many keys that you've forgotten what is 
where, you can easily check by using the 



LP (for ListPhrase) command in 
command mode. This will do exactly 
what it says - and set out everything that 
you've assigned to the | EXTRA] key 
combinations. 

When it comes to the characters that 
you can actually use within phrases, you 
are no longer limited just to the alphabet 
keys - you can use just about any of the 
characters accessible from the keyboard. 

This means that characters 
associated with such keys as the 
| RETURN | key are not immediately 
available - although as we shall see in a 
minute, there is a way round this. 

One final point - how big can a 
phrase be? The answer is that there is a 
limit of 255 characters on any one 
phrase, but that is further limited by the 
fact that the amount of memory assigned 
to phrases as a whole is less than 26 
times 255. So if you have too many long 
phrases, you could get the error message 
PHRASE TOO LONG' when you try to 
assign 'YES' (for instance) to the key 
- Y'. It is not that 'YES' is in itself too 
long - it is just that there might not be the 
memory space available for it. 

Return to sender 

But let us for a moment go back to the 
'return' character. We have seen that it 
cannot be typed directly into a phrase, 
because Protext will simply assume that 
it signals the end of the phrase. On the 
other hand, it is often convenient to be 
able to use it in phrases - for instance, if 
you wish to start each part of 'Joe 
Bloggs. Managing Director. Bloggs and 
Sprackett' on a different line. 

What can we do? The answer, 
although at first it looks rather complex, 
is actually quite simple. We must refer to 
the carriage return as a character number. 
In this case the number we want is 13. 
the internationally recognised number for 
carriage return. And to tell Protext that 
this number is a code rather than straight 
text, we must enclose it in two up 
arrows: A 1 3 A . The up arrows are stored 
under [EXTRA] u. and [EXTRA] ; 
(semi-colon). 

Our phrase command then becomes 
the following KEY J Joe 
Bloggs. A 1 3 A Managing 
Director, A 13 A Bloggs and Sprackett. 
Notice that we have started to issue the 
command in one line, rather than waiting 
for a prompt, and that for safety's sake 
we have enclosed it in quotation marks. 
We shall discuss this more fully later. 

Using codes in this way means that 
we can make phrases that have no words 
in at all. The following, for instance, 
leaves an inch of spare paper at the top 
of the page, then tabs over to the right 




iittr U<i (fl-2): u 

inter phrase: with chips and gravy 

i)k*j e 'CoffM ' 

i)key q 'Strawberry Gateaux ' 

i > fccy 1 'Lenon 

■ le. n ' MOW ' 

t > key p 'Prawn ftwudo ' 

t>ke» s 'Spinach SoufntlS9tt22St ■ 

ilkn x 'w 

w 



Setting up a set of phrases. Notice that for the first one we took the 
long way round, but for the rest each phrase was entered in one line 



■"PU1IUI tocownt << Hit' i If 1 
hit 1 lint » til 1 



Praun Avocado uilh chips and gravy** 



Spinach Souff It with chips and ?r*wyv 



won Sorbet tilth chips and paws* 1 



trawberry Gateau* with chips and srtvw 



juiiir, art 

Ho mrtffs Sft 



lord Itri! Ill S !■, BiTi 
BOX Ins.rl 



off** with chips and frauyf 



The finished product - the menu for Martin's Diner, all produced 
from the phrases which we programmed in. Our finger never even 
left the [EXTRA] keyl 






hand side in the correct position for the 
date (the code for |TAB] is 9: KEY D 

A | 3AA J 3AA 1 3AA | 3AA | 3AA ] 3AA9AAOAA9AA 

9AA9A gy doing this, the date will avoid 
the letterhead. 

Commanding appearance 

There is one huge advantage to be gained 
from having so many characters 
available for phrases in a command- 
driven program like Protext - and that is 
that those phrases can themselves 
become commands. 

As an example, let us take word 
counting. Producing a fast and accurate 
word count is one of Protext's greatest 
strengths. In fact, it is so fast that it 
usually takes more time to go through 
the rigmarole of leaving the document, 
go into command mode, type count, hit 
the I RETURN I key. than it does for the 
computer to actually count the words! 

The way to introduce greater 
efficiency is to assign the count 
command to a phrase, and follow it with 
our new return code: KEY C Count A I3 A . 
Now, the key sequence |STOP] followed 
by IEXTRA] C will instantly produce a 
word count of the document. 

But we could still go one better: 
include a command that will make > 



Waiting room 

Although, like 
LocoScript. Protext 
can handle up to 26 
phrases, it can still 
only cope with one 
block at a time. But 
given the power of 
Protext's block 
facilities, this need 
not be too much of 
a handicap. 
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Protext 




Hints & Tips 

• Although they are 
nut always available 
from the keyboard, 
all the CP/M 
characters assigned 
numbers between 160 
and 253 (the lull list 
is in the munuals, 
page II J of the CP/M 
section for the 8000 
series, and page 547 
for the 9512) can be 
accessed by Protext, 
and printed on a dot 
matrix printer. The 
way to do it is to 
make a phrase which 
refers to them as a 
code. For example, 
KEYI' A 174 A 'will 
give an inverted 
question mark. For 
numbers over 191 
you will also have to 
prefix code 159 - so 
that the 'not equal' 
sign will be KEY N 
' A 159 AA 222 A \ 

• For certain codes 
it is possible - and 
easier - to use letters 
instead of numbers. 
For a start, they only 
need an up arrow 
before, and not after, 
the code. For 
instance, A 13 A (the 
return code) can 
become A m. Another 
useful interchange 
would be from A 9 A 
(tab) to A i. 




Protexl automatically enter command 
mode. Again, a code is the answer: code 
254. So the phrase A 254 A count A 1 3 A will 
now activate the whole word count key 
sequence, with just one keystroke. 

Notice that if you issue the order 
when already in command mode, the 
A 254 A command is effectively ignored, 
because it is unnecessary. 

There are many, many more 
command codes which are available for 
you to experiment with as part of 
phrases. They can be found in Appendix 
5 of the Protext manual, or (more 
comprehensibly) in last month's 8000 
Plus Tipoffs section, under the heading 
"Well phrased" (April 1991 . page 69). 

Phrases of the future 

The next natural step is to store your 
phrases to disc, so that they can be 
loaded back into the computer whenever 
necessary. There are two sorts of tile that 
cart hold this information. The first is a 
sort of start of day file which, if it is on 
your boot up disc, will be loaded 
automatically with the program 
(although it can be loaded at other times 
- if you change disc, for instance). 

Alternatively, you can keep your 
phrases - especially if they are document 
specific - in a normal file, and load them 
in at the appropriate moment. 

Let us examine the second of these 
options first. To begin with we will have 
to load the details of the phrases in 
question on to disc. Create a new file, 
and tap in the details of your phrases in 
the one line format we discussed above. 

Make sure that they are surrounded 
by quotation marks, and make sure that 
there is a space between the word KEY 
and the letter to be 're-programmed' - as 
well as a space between the letter itself 
and the phrase. 

The quotation marks you use to 
enclose the phrase will depend upon 
exactly what is in the phrase itself. If the 
phrase makes use of an apostrophe, then 
you will have to use double speech 
marks ("") to enclose the phrase (if you 
were to use single marks. Protext would 



get to the apostrophe, assume it was the 
closing speech mark, and end the phrase 
there). In the same way. using double 
speech marks within the phrase would 
mean that you would then need to use 
single speech marks to enclose it. 
Similar rules apply should you need a 
"nested" phrase within a phrase. 

Once you have written your file. 
with the key definitions one below each 
other, each starting on a new line, give it 
an appropriate name (it is useful, but not 
essential, to give it the file extension 
.PHR- for example. SAVE 
XYZWORDS.PHR). To load them into 
the computer, you will need to use the 
command "EXEC" (or just "X") followed 
by the name of the file: EXEC 
XYZWORDS.PHR. 

The new phrases will "overlay - any 
phrases which are already in memory - 
that is. the new set of phrases will re- 
define those keys which concern them 
but leave the other keys untouched. So, 
if you are careful with the structure of 
your phrase files, certain keys can 
always remain in memory, whilst others 
can change depending upon which 
phrase file you have loaded. 

Because of this 'overlaying' it may 
happen that you get the "Phrase too 
long" message, and some spring cleaning 
may have to be done, by deleting the 
ones that are no longer necessary: KEY 
X '"" will do the job. 

Clearing the backlog 

Stored phrases can also contain 
commands. If you use Protext 's utilities 
to do a lot of file and disc maintenance, 
you may find yourself regularly clearing 
out all your back-up files (the ones with 
a .BAK file extension, which Protext 
creates if there is room on the disc - like 
LocoScript's limbo files). 

If so. you could assign this 
command as a phrase, something like: 
KEY E " A 254 A ERA *.BAK A I3 A \ using 
the codes 254 and 13 as before. 

The command to copy everything in 
memory to disc could be KEY C 
• A 254 A COPY M:*.* A A I3 A \ As you 



develop a personal repertoire of tricks 
and utilities you will be able to add them 
to your phrase file. Loading that file and 
pressing [EXTRA] followed by the 
correct key is all that is needed to put 
them into effect. 

The phrases or commands that you 
use regularly could be candidates for 
your start of day file. This is a normal 
phrase/command file. Its importance 
comes from the fact that Protext 
automatically loads and obeys the file 
when it loads itself into the computer. 
Therefore, the file must have a name that 
Protext will recognise. This name is 
"EXFILE" - a file to be executed. 

This means that it must be a file of 
commands. All our phrase files so far 
have of course been command files - 
with the one command. KEY. being 
repeated several times. So if all you want 
your EXFILE to do is to load phrases 
into memory, you can just follow the 
pattern that we have already established. 

However, the power of this EXFILE 
can be fully exploited by adding other 
commands into it. There is a lot to be 
said, for instance, for putting all your 
Protext command files on to the M: 
drive. Easily done in an EXFILE: just 
put in a line which says COPY 
PROTEXT.* M. 

Using command codes you can 
achieve even more - how about a nice 
stan of day message'.': 
I253IHELLOMI3III3III3III3IHOWARE 
YOU THIS MORNING7I254I. You'll 
notice that the up arrows in an EXFILE 
command (but not in a phrase definition) 
become bars ([ EXTRA | .). The code 253 
is the command to enter edit mode from 
command mode - the opposite to 254! 

An EXFILE can be executed at any 
point (as long as it is on the current 
disc!) with by pressing 
[EXTRA)|ENTER|. 

Once you start using and 
experimenting with files like these you 
will begin to see how Protext can be 
turned into one of the most powerful 
and useful text-manipulating tools the 
PCW can employ. • 
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The first screenshot is an EXFILE as it would look on screen, before 
being saved to disc. The 'KEY N' line sets up the document for NLQ 
printing, before quitting to command mode and issuing the print 
order. The code 27 takes you to the top of the document; code 24 q 
sets up NLQ printing; code 29 takes you to the bottom of the 
document, and A 254 A p puts you in command mode, with the p 
command for printing in place. All you need do is decide for or 
against background printing. 

The final few lines of the EXFILE are an extension of the routine 
mentioned in the text for printing a message to screen. 



Code 253 enters edit mode and 'HELLO!' is printed. Then come three 
carriage returns, before 'HOW ARE YOU THIS MORNING?'. 254 
enters command mode. 

The next command is interesting - PAUSE makes Protext wait 
for a key press before carrying out the next EXFILE instruction. In 
this case the instruction is CLEAR'. The command to CLEAR 
usually prompts the question - 'Are you sure?'. In this case, 
however, we have made the answer part ol the EXFILE - which is 
what the final 'y' is doing. Our other two screenshots plot the 
progress of the EXFILE's execution. 



The affordable Hard Disk 

from SCA SYSTEMS 



From 




£299.00 



+ VAT 




Why buy a hard Disk? 

We quote from Amstrad 8000 Plus, February 1 99 1 . 
"Put simply, a hard disk begins as a novelty and ends up a necessity. 
The savings in time and energy can pay untold dividends. For many 
PCW owners, the aggressively priced Vortex disk from SCA Systems 
could finally bring a whole new way of working within your reach" 



s 



\ycDTTex 



The Vortex System 2000 is a 
high quality precision product 
which Is mmsy to set up and use. 

Fully compatible with CP/M and 
LocoScript 2 (Version 2. 1 6 and above) 

The SCA ProDisk interface supplied with 
the Vortex System 2000 has a through- 
connector to allow continued use of 
other peripherals, and is available with 
optional Ram expansion. 

e all SCA products, it's backed 
:h a first class telephone support 
vice and a money back guarantee. 




SCA Systems Ltd., 61 Ferringham Lane. 
Ferring. Worthing. West Sussex BNI2 5LW 
Tel: 0903 700288 Fax: 0903 506606 



MicroDesign2 

". . .without doubt, the best 
desktop publishing package 
available for the PCW." <pcw-world> 

* Compatible with most PCW word-processors and graphics programs 

* Built-in word-processor and font designer 

* High quality printing (9-pin. 24-pin, ink)et and laser printers! 



ALSO AVAILABLE... 

Graphics libraries for maps 
and church publications: 




Three discs of extra Fonts, 
including... 

Baghdad HELVETIC Florid 

Bolden Cuckoo Times 
CgLCIc %ru*& ScribbU 
Slenda Seraph & IttOW? 



I MicroDesign2 P 

MicroDesign2 is now available for PCs and compatibles: 
we have made some improvements, including high- 
resolution printer drivers, but the new program has the 
same familiar structure and facilities of the PCW 
version. All Font and Graphics library discs are also 
available in PC format. 



THIS ADVERT WAS DESIGNED AND PRINTED USING A PCW9512 WITH 
MICRODESIGN2 . PROSCAN SOFTWARE AND AN HP DESKJET PRINTER 






ProSCAN 






The new Image Scanner for 
the Amstrad PCW series 

A must for anyone (8000PLUS 
seriously into DTP' ****z«nb> 

* Scanning resolution up to 400 dpi 

* Image editing and disc storage 
+ Compatible with DTP programs 

* Best graphics printing ever on a PCW 

* Full A4 scanning with Amstrad Fax 




SCANNED FROM A 
COLOUR MAGAZINE 







ProSCAN (PCW) £184.00 •„« 'Both for only £225 

MicroDesign2 (PCW) £62.00*" 

MicroDesign2 (PC) £72.00 

Extra Fonts Discs (each) ... £16.00 
Parish Library (2 discs).... £21.00 
Maps Library (2 discs) £21.00 



PRICES INCLUDE 
VAT AND POSTAGE 

FONT AND GRAPHICS DISCS 
AVAILABLE FOR PCW AND PC 



CREDIT CARDS 



Extra fonts Disc 4 

Lots of new 

Body Text 

typefaces 

Sndspecial Italic designs 

NOW AVAILABLE 





10 Park St 

Uttoxeter 

Staffs 

ST14 7AG 

tel 0889 567160 

fax 0889563548 



CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 



THE WEST OF BRITAIN 

YOU MUST ADD V.A.T. TO OUR PRICES 



AMSTRAD PCW's 



With FREE WBBS Lid Dish containing a DATABASE. GRAPHS PACK. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST and GAMES: PLUS a FULLY FEATURED 
evaluation copy ot the excellent 8 easy to use "SIMPLE ACCOUNTS If by CORNIX 
SOFTWARE. CORNIX software Is amongst the best British software available - a GREAT offer. 
And there's more! - Simply inform us of the number of our invoice showing your purchase of 
your Amstrad and we will give you £5.00 off a REELTIME course!! 

PCWB256 - Green screen, single drive, 256k Ram Please phone for new lower prices 

PCWB512 - Green screen, twin drrve, 512k Ram. 2nd drive high density low price 

PCW9512 - Black and white screen, single high density drive, Daisywheel £465.00 



PCW STARTER PACKS - ALL TOGETHER NOW! 



10 x CF2 3" disks / one of which will be our 
Iree gift pack disk - see above /3" - 3.5" 
locking disk box * 2000 sheets listing paper 
(11" x9.5"| 3 printer nbbons /drive cleaner S 
dust covers ALL FOR THE BUNDLED 
PRICE OF £59.00 



State machine type when ordering & 
state fabric or carbon nbbons 



Changins to an IBM COMPATIBLE??? 

Contact us re prices and specification on 

the following (and morel): 

AMSTRAD - Entire range. 

OSICOM - 986/386 (the machines we use) 

SANYO - not the cheapest but excellent 

TANDON - innovative range - excellent. 

OLIVETTI, SAMSUNG. CAMBRIDGE, etc etc 

•" UNK YOUR PCW TO A PCI ••• 

Like to run your accounts on a PC but use 
your PCW as a workstation? Send for 
details of Compact Accounts PC2PCI 



OUR GUARANTEE 

Is a bit special. If any computer or printer 
bought from us (without on-site 
maintenance being otferedl goes wrong 
under warranty we will collect, repair and 
return at our cost. 

All you have to do is telephone! 



Memory Upgrade - for PCW8256...E17.30 
256k upgrade takes your memory up to 
that of the 8512. Recommended for use 
with Locospell and Microdesign II. Very 
easy to fit - full instructions included. 

3.5' DISK DRIVE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW.. 
For use either on the PCW8256 or 9512 

but not 8512 (external only) £69.00 

File conversion software for PC £26.00 



PACE - 5.25" 2nd drive with its own built in 
interlace S power supply - TDOS software 
allows data transfer from PCW/PC/PCW! 
Very easy to fit. Also works as fully 
functional 2nd CP/M or LOCOSCRIPT 
drive £115.50 



" AMSTRAD PCW 9512 SHOULDER BAGS " 

Now you can have your own portable 
(well sort of) and take your trusty 
PCW9512 everywhere. JUST £19.00 



S.C.A. THE CREAM OF THE CROP! 



THE RamPac that supercharges your 
PCW! Just plugs onto expansion port to 
provide extra area of RAM. Through 
connector allows continued use of other 
peripherals - Locomotive tested! 

512k RamPac £99.00 

768k RamPac £119.00 

1.5Mb RamPac £199.00 



RS232 SERIAL/PARALLEL INTERFACES 

With Real Time Clock £50.00 

Without Real Time Clock £41 .70 



AMSTRAD RS232 INTERFACE ■ PCW.E32.00 



PCW HARD DISKS FOR THE EASY LIFE! 



Oiamond 20Mb PCW Hard Disk £379.00 

Diamond 32Mb PCW Hard Disk £459.00 

Diamond 48Mb PCW Hard Disk £539.00 

THE ABOVE RANGE CAN BE SHARED BY 

MULTIPLE PCW'S • DETAILS AVAILABLE. 
• NEW " NEW " NEW ' NEW ■ NEW ' NEW ■ 
The NEW HardPak - no bigger than an 
RS232 interface - fits In same way. 

HardPak 20Mb hard disk £494.00 

HardPak 40Mb hard disk £594.00 

No cables-no messlng-|ust brilliant! 

AND THATS NOT ALL THATS NEW! 

NEW SPRINTER : Makes your PCW nearly 

2.5 times as fasti Not compatible with other 

Ram packs unlortunately. 

SPRINTER: £77.00 

SPRINTER: with 256k of Ram £106.00 

SPRINTER: with 512k ol Ram £135.00 

SPRINTER: with 768k of Ram £1 64.00 

SPRINTER: with 1Mb ol Ram £193.00 

SCA'S NEW VORTEX HARD DISK RANGE 

20Mb Hard disk unit P.O.A. 

30Mb with Locoscript/Flle P.O.A. 

40Mb with Locoscript/File P.O.A. 

60Mb with Locoscrtpt/File P.O.A. 

Optional extra - 512k ram P.O.A. 



MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY MODEMS 

WS4000PCW, complete with Integral PCW 

interface & connecting leadl £147.80 

PACE MODEMS 

Linnett-lntelligent, V21/V23 £130.40 

Cable to PCW Interface £13.90 

Sage Chit Chat Combo £62.50 



BBD Dust Cover Set* - simply the best 

PCW825678512 - 3 piece grey £10.40 

PCW9512 3 piece ivory £12.13 

Pace 5.25" disk drive cover £5.00 



SUNDRIES 

Printer stand -any width -rugged. ..£14.75 

Printer cleaning kit-PCW8000's £14.60 

Mouse Mat £4.35 

'Margin Maker' (MM31) new out! £12.50 

Spike Protector plug - helps protect 
computer or other equipment against 

power surges (we use them) £10.25 

3" Disk head cleaner £5.00 

A4 copy holder with desk clamp. £19.30 
Metal keyboard bridge stand £19.00 



RIBBON RE-INK / DO IT 
YOURSELF I!! 



NEW OUT - RIBBON RE-INK contains no 
propellam. A black re-inking spray suitable for 
most fabric ribbon types. Now more 

environment friendly! £11.00 

RIBBON REFRESH - last few left £8.80 



NEW OUT - A PCW 102 KEY 
KEYBOARD!!! 



Simply unplug your existing keyboard, plug 

this one in and start typing! 

Excellent quality and feel £69.00 



DISK STORAGE BOXES 

AMSIO(Ams.br'd) holds 10 £6.00 

DS40L 3V3.5' - lockable £8.50 

AMS30L (Arm. br"d) holds 30 locks.. £9.90 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PCW 8256/8512 - dot matrix printer: 

FABRIC (14m length) x 2 £6.50 

x10 £29.25 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x 2 £6.50 

xlO £29.25 

PCW 9512 - daisywheel printer 

CARBON MULTISTRIKE x 2 £6.00 

x10 £27.00 

FABRIC TYPE x 2 £6.00 

x10 £27.00 

AMSTRAD BRANDED PRINTER RIBBONS 

PCW8O00 Fabric or Carbon x2 £13.00 

PCW9512 Fabric or Carbon x2 £13.00 

PCW8256/851 2 COLOUR RIBBONS 

Phone for availability x2 £11.80 

SMALL SELECTION OF OTHER PRINT RIBBONS 

CITIZEN Swift24 x2 £9.00 

Swift 24 Colour x2 £29.00 

120D x2 £7.00 

HQP40 x2 £15.60 

HQP40 Colour x2 £39.00 

HQP45 x2 £20.80 

AMSTRAD DMP 2000/3000x2 £7.90 

LQ3500 x2 £13.50 

LQSOOO x2 £17.50 

STAR LC10 x2 £6.30 

LC24-10 x2 £7.10 

EPSON LQ400 x2 £11.50 

LQ500 x2 £11.80 



AMSTRAD PCW SOFTWARE 



THE COMPOSERS PEN II - the new version. 

Well worth waiting for £62.00 

FLIPPER II PLUS (not for 8256) £26.00 



WORDPROCESSING 
(also sec Books below) 



PROTEXT - THE FULL SYSTEM: £32.90 

includes a very fast wordprocessor plus 
spell-checker and a superb mail-merge 
utility that is almost a programming 
language in itself. The latest version. 

PRO-EAZE - needs Protext to run £15.00 

a set of utilities produced especially for 
Protext users containing a variety of 
automatically generated invoice layouts/ 
delivery notes etc. All can be customised 
and carry out calculations automatically 
Ideal for the small to medium sized 
business. 



It is always important to state the type ol 
PCW you own when you orderl 



We supply exactly what you order - please make 
sure lhat what you are ordering is going lo be 
nght tor you! We do not sell goods on approval 



LocoScnpt II £24.90 

LocoCombo-LocoScript II & Spell £30.00 

LocoMail & File-for which PCW? £3500 

LocoFile - state which PCW used £26.00 

New Thesaurus-use with LocoFile. ..£12.80 
LocoMail - use with Locoscnpt II ....£24.90 
LocoSpell - use with Locoscript II ..£21 .00 
LocoFont Disk (contains old LocoFont 1 & 

LocoFont 2) £24.90 

LocoScript II & LocoFile £33.00 

always state the type of PCW you use. 
OTHER LOCOMOTIVE ITEMS AVAILABLE 

Digrta 'E' Type-typewriter emul £24 15 

MAS.S. Easy Labeller - excellent. ..£21 .00 
More than a simple labeller - ideal for 
anything from greetings labels to 
consecutively numbered raffle tickets. 
INTEGRATED PACKS & SPREADSHEETS 

Mini Office Pro-Integrated pack £25.87 

Cracker II Turbo + - Spreadsheet £32.00 

Supercalc II - Spreadsheet £34.00 

DATABASES 

Comix Card Index - easy to use £17.40 

Masterfile 8000-best general buy £28.00 

dBase II -very powerful £42.00 

Prodata- for Protext users £47.45 

Digita Datastore II £23.40 

Camsoft Cambase £45.00 

SEE LOCOFILE IN WORDPROCESSING 



DISKS AT SPECIAL PRICES! 




OF? 


3"Amsott PCW/CPCx 5.. 


....£10.50 






Amsott 


x10.. 


....£17.20 






Amsoft 


x20.. 


....£34.10 






Amsoft 


x30.. 


....£50.70 






Amsoft 


x40.. 


...£67.00 






Artisoft 


x50.. 


....£82.50 




OF? 


3" Maxell PCW/CPCx 5.. 


£10.50 






Maxell 


x10.. 


£17.20 






Maxell 


x20.. 


£34.10 






Maxell 


x30.. 


£50.70 






Maxell 


x40.. 


£67.00 






Maxell 


x50.. 


£82.50 




Maxell individually cased disks are 


available - 




please 'phone lor prices 








5.25 


Bulk-Unbranded 


x25.. 


£10.45 




5 25 


3M Brand 


x10.. 


£9.80 




3.5" 


Bulk-Unbranded 


x10.. 


£8.50 




3.5" 


3M Brand 


x10„ 


£12.80 





COMPUTER PAPER 
1 1" x 9.5" Continuous Listing:- 

SP/051 sheet thick- 500 sheets £9.80 

SP/10 1 sheet thick - 1000 sheets ...£1 1 .30 

SP/20 1 sheet thick - 2000 sheets £15.60 

DP/05 2 sheets carbonless- 500 £1560 

DP/10 2 sheets carbonless - 1000... £24.30 
1 1" x 14" Continuous (wide carriage ;: - 

1 sheet thick- 500 sheets £9.00 

1 sheet thick- 1000 sheets £15.75 

1 sheet thick - 2000 sheets £22.50 

A4 - (True A4) 80 gsm - Continuous:- 

Plain white/micro perfx 500 £13.90 

Plain white/micro perfx 1000 £19.95 

Plain white/micro pert x 2000 £33.50" 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 500 £8.25 

A4 - Single sheets - white x 1000 £13.75 

A4 - Single sheets - blue x 1000 £17.75 

LABELS - with sprocket hotes:- 

Onewide3 1/2"x17/16 - - 500 £9.95 

Onewide31/2"x1 7/16" -1000 £13.75 

Onewide31/2'x1 7/16" -2000 £22.50 

One wide 3 1/2'xl 7/16' - 4000 £42.50 



BOOKS ARE ZERO RATED SO DO NOT ADD VAT: LARGER BOOK LIST AVAILABLE 



NOT ONLY BUT ALSO! 

Contact us for dictating machines, 
telephones, typewriters, shredders, 
photocopiers, computer furniture, video 
recorders, fax machines, pens in bulk. In 
fact office equipment and office supplies 
of all typosl eg... 

Fellows Personal Shredder 50 £129.00 

Fellows Personal Shredder 30 £99.00 

Fellows Powershred 910 £2955.00 

also see next page 



Locoscript II User Guide £19.95 

Supercalc Training Manual £12.95 

Locomall User Guide £19.95 

Locospell User Guide £14.95 

Locofile User Guide £19.95 

Mallard Basic Manual For PCW £9.95 

Pretext, a PCW Users Guide £10.95 

Successful Credit Control £17.95 

Computers and the Law £22.50 

Directors Personal Liability £19.50 



Sharpbenders - Unleash Potential £25.00 

Moving Into Management £8.95 

The Small Business Handbook £9.95 

Strategic Management/Small Bus £17.50 

Working with dBase II £10.95 

Supercalc Prompt: Supercalc 3 £10.95 

Locoscript I l/Mail/Spell/Flle £10.95 

Introducing C £12.95 

Data protection code of practice £12.95 

Using the Amstrad PCW Word Pro £9.95 



D? ONLY ORDERING ONE BOOK PLEASE ADD £2.00 (PLUS VAT) TO COVER 
CARRIAGE... 



To place an order by telephone we will need lo know the following- 



1. Today's date. 

2. Tout name and address. 

3. Your telephone number in case of problems. 

4. The name of the magazine where you saw this advert. 



5. The type and number of the credit card you wish us to debit. 

6. The expiry date of the card, 
and lastly: 

7. The item(s) you wish to purchase making sure we know 
exactly which type of machine it is to work with. 



Please make Cheques/P.O's payable to "W.B.B.S. Ltd." 



J 



BUSINESS SERVICES 

Please note - we have moved our Sales and Despatch departments to new premises 
All enquiries should now be directed to this address. 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES FOR THE PCW 



II you are unsure which package you need (or your business please do not hesitale to 
telephone us and we will listen to your needs and describe the various packages to you in clear 
jargonless terms - but leave you to decide. 



A UNIQUE OFFER FROM CORNIX SOFTWARE - ONLY AVAILABLE 
FROM W.B.B.S.' LTDI 



Comix have a reputation to live up to a reputation they are justly proud ot. We at West of Bntaln 
are equally proud to have been chosen to ad as the sole distributor lor their bundled pack (to 
be known as CORNIX CONTRACTOR). This is one special otter you just cannot afford to miss 
II you are running a business. CORNIX CONTRACTOR consists ol their top two titles sold 
together in one pack at a VERY REDUCED PRICE. The rrp lor the two individual packs is 
£149.85 (inc. VAT) but we are ottering CONTRACTOR for just £69.00 plus VAT making £79.35 
all in!! "* This represents a saving of £70.50 on the rrp! '" net price just £69.00 

The essential PCW accounts package tor the small business' 8000 Plus Jan 'gi - 'you are able 
to predict accurately just how much outlay you expect lor a job taking materials and labour into 
account, and what you should be expecting in return.' 'It could be your passport to multi-national 
status! ' 8000 Plus Jan 91 . 

CORNIX TITLES - EACH IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN. 

Simple Accounts II £46.00 Job Estimating £48.50 

Invoicing £36.90 Product Costing _ £48.50 

" SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER " Buy contractor and get a copy ol CARD INDEX (database) lor 
just £15.00 plus VAT. What ARE you waiting lor?!! 



CONNECT SYSTEMS - 

MONEY MANAGER PCW 

Money Manager PCW 

Great value! £37.90 

This Is the very latest version Irom the 
Connect stables - a top seller. 



D.R.S. Total Accounting £58.00 

please contact us for details 
Meridian Stockmarket II £29.00 



COMPACT ACCOUNTS 

We use Compact for our own accounts 
system. The best is on the PCWI 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS call lor prices 

Sales/Purchase/Nominal Ledgers plus 
Invoicing/Report Writer & Interfacer 

COMPACT ACCOUNTS PLUS P.O.A. 

As above plus Stock Control & Sales Order 

Processing. 

COMPACT COMPLETE ACCOUNTS. .P.O.A. 

This new bundle provides everything you 

need to run a business including Payroll. 

FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE. 
FULL RANGE OF STATIONERY AVAILABLE 



SAGE ACCOUNTS 

Popular Accounts £54.00 

Popular Accounts Plus £85.00 

Popular Invoicing £40.00 

Popular Payroll £40.00 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS 

PSIL - Integrated Stock/lnv/Sales/ 

Purchase & Nominal ledgers £149.00 

PSPN - Int . Sales/Purch./Nom £89.00 

PPAY- Payroll £45.00 

MAP ACCOUNTS 

Integrated Accounts £89.80 

Other Map ledgers mostly at £39.00 

DIGITA 

Business Controller £44.00 

Personal Tax Planner £20.00 

DIGITA SYSTEM 3 £29.80 

STOCK CONTROL 

INVOICING/SALES LEDGER 

CASHFLOW CONTROLLER 

Not a lull accounts pack but rather a suite ol 

3 separate 'tools' 



CAVALIER SOFTWARE 

Simple Invoicing £30.39 

Instock £65.00 

Intact .£65.00 

Inbusiness (integrated) £130.00 

Diner: Restaurant/Take Away a/c £52.13 

Homeview: Estate Agents prog. ...£169.95 
Newsboy: Newspaper Deliveries ...£52.13 
Re-Chord: Music Library prog £26.04 



HiSoft Software 



HiSoft Pascal 80 £33.85 

Extremely fast with GSX graphics. 

HiSoft C £33.85 

Very popular integer C compiler. 

HiSoft DevpacSO £33.85 

Version 2 - very compact. 

FTL Modula-2 £36.80 

Complete Modula - 2 development. 

FTL Editor Toolkit £29.00 

Complete Modula - 2 source to editor. 

FTLAPK £29.00 

Contains an enhanced linker, overlay, 
manager and redundant code remover. 

Nevada COBOL £33.85 

Close to ANSI-74 COBOL 

HiSoft FORTH £17.35 

Easy to use FORTH - very fasL 

Knife Plus £17.35 

The complete disk recovery system 

with selector copier and build-file 

option. Essential utility for PCW 



ARNOR CP/M LANGUAGES 



MAXAMII £39.00 

Complete CP/M machine code 
development system. 

'C £27.21 

Complete C development system. 

BCPL £19.90 

Flexible, fast, general purpose 
programming language. 



THIS ADVERT CONSTITUTES A TINY 
PART OF OUR RANGE: 1000's LINES OF 
OFFICE EQUIPMENT S SUPPLIES (home 
use tool) 



SOLOTAB Suspension tiles x 50 £28.80 

KRAFTPLY foolscap folders x 100 £6.30 

Stacking letter trays x 6 £14.10 

choose black, blue, red OR grey 
PENS: 
BIC CRYSTAL medium OR fine point: 

black, blue, red OR green x 50 £6.09 

PENTEL NEW SUPERB BALLPEN BR77 

black, blue OR red x 12 £6.12 

STEADTLER Flourescent highlighters: 

blue, green, yellow OR pink x 10 £8.60 

as above but 4 assorted £3.45 



UNIQUE TO W.B.B.S. LTD!!! 

The Tarot Program £21.73 

Professional tarot reading program. 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING — DESIGN - GRAPHICS 



MICRO DESIGN II - A revolution in desktop publishing on the Amstrad PCW! 



£35.65 



RUNS ON the PCW825678512/9512 (the 9512 needs a dot matrix printer to print). The 
manual is comprehensive, immensely friendly, and will lead you where you want to go' (New 
Computer Express) ■ and its 150 pages long. IMPORT FILES Irom Locoscrlpt 2. Pretext 
Wordstar, Masterscan, Stop Press and olher PCW software 

" TEXT EDITING : TYPESETTING : FONT DESIGN : GRAPHICS : DIAGRAMS : LOGOS " 
' The Rolls Royce of PCW desktop publishing.' (Amstrad PCW Magazine). 



NEW FROM THE PRODUCERS OF MOODESIGN II - PROSCAN - A HAND SCANNER FOR THE PCW! 



ProScan - from CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY. A brilliant new triumph Irom the makers ol Micro 
Design II. 'Excellent quality. Easy to use, Cheap.' 8000 Plus Magazines verdict - scoring 20 
out ol a possible 20111 First CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY brought you the software S now the 
hardware to turn the PCW into a serious dtp machine. 
THIS NEW SCANNER IS SO GOOD THAT YOU MUST SEND FOR DETAILS! £155.60 



MicroDesign II + Kempston mouse & Interlace (includes Jeeves S Daatafax) £79.00 

MicroDesign II •. LogitectvAMX type Mouse S Interlace (with through port) £75.00 



Stop Press . Mouse & Interface £60.70 

Stop Press - Software only £28.50 

Desktop Publisher & Mouse E51.99 

Master Scan £48.50 

Master Pack (scan and paint) £54.60 

Master Scan not for professional use. 



Logitech/AMX type Mouse • Intfce ..£41.30 
Kempston Mouse + Interface £52.00 



PCW DRAW - at lasl a professional 
drafting program lor the PCW £33.00 



WE SUPPLY EXACTLY WHAT YOU ORDER 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT WHAT YOU 
ARE ORDERING IS WHAT YOU WANT!!! 

SORRY BUT WE DO NOT SELL ON APPROVAL 



EDUCATIONAL AND FUN! 



BOURNE EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal, Mineral, vegetable £11.99 

World Wise £11.99 

two really excellent packsl 

TOPOLOGIKA 

Giantkiller (maths adv 9-16yrs) £12.85 

Yes Chancellor (UK Economy sim) .£12.85 

lANSYST 

Crash Course in Typing £15.60 

Two Fingers to Touch Typing £15.60 

KOSMOS LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French, German, Spanish & Italian - very, 
very flexible courses - each just £13.75 

APEX BUSINESS LANGUAGE TUTORS 

French/German/Spanish each at £29.00 

D.G.C. EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Junior Playtime 4-8 years £12.90 

Crossgrid (crossword puzzles) £12.90 

Schools Out (5 games) £12.90 

Ultimate Quiz £12.90 

Sums £12.90 



LCL - IF YOU WISH TO STUDY SERIOUSLY 

LCL Micro Maths 8yrs to adult £19.90 

LCL Micro English 8 to adult £19.90 



SCHOOL SOFTWARE 

Better Spelling - age 6 to adult £12.90 

Magic Maths - age 4-6 years £12.90 

Maths Mania - age 5-12years £12.90 

Better Maths -age 12-16 years £12.90 

Physics, Chemistry or Biology 
age 12-16 years: EACH AT £16.00 



PCW LEISURE 



~ GET RICH QUICK PERHAPS? — 

PRO-PUNTER (radng bet aid) £39.00 

PRO-POOLS (forecasting akj) £34.60 

Although designed as forecasting aids we 
cannol guarantee results with the above or 
with the Intraset range!! 



REELTIME 

Top quality training courses on disk with 
instructor on audio tape 

RT-LocoScript II - PCW9512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScripl - PCW8256/512 £29.90 

RT-LocoScript II - PCW8256V512 £29.90 

RT-CP/M - use your computer! £29.90 

RT-SuperCalc II _ £29.90 

RT-dBASEII £29.90 

DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR NEW USERS 



••• ADVENTURE GAMES — 

Corruption $ £16.00 

Scapeghostl £12.50 

Lancelot - 3 adventures in 1 £13.20 

Fish £16.20 

• The Professional Adventure Writer • 

• Write your own adventuresl • £18.00 

Mindfighter £15.00 

Time and Magik - 3 games in 1 £9.90 

••• TOPOLOGIKA ADVENTURES •" 

Acheton £12 80 

Avon/Murdac £15.20 

Countdown to Doom £12.80 

Kingdom of Hamil £12.80 

Philosophers Quest £12.80 

Return to Doom £12 80 

"• SIMULATIONS — 

Tank Attack- NEW PROGRAM £14.80 

World of Soccer £12.00 

Tomahawk -helicopter simulation. ..£12.80 

Graham Gooches Test Cricket...* £12.80 

Headcoach - American football £12.00 

"• ACTION "* 

Brian Cloughs Football Fortunes £9.90 

Classic Collection I S £12.20 

Classic Collection II $ £12.20 

••• TABLE GAMES — 

Scrabble Deluxe £15.50 

Bridge Player Galactica £19.80 

Home Entertainment Centre £1210 

Colossus IV Bndge £11.80 

Clock Chess 89 - very powerful £13.00 

Colossus IV Chess £13.50 

Trivial Pursuit - latest versionl £15.20 

Steve Davis Snooker £10.80 

Classic Games 4(4 board games) ...£12.80 
Games showing $ not for use on PCW9512 
KEMPSTON INTERFACE J JOYSTICK..* £25.00 



INTRASET SOFTWARE RANGE FOR 
THE PCW 

Coursemaster £17.35 

Poolsmaster £17.35 

Perm-Master „ £15.61 

£ Profit from your Micro £9.80 

The Graphologist £43.43 

Cashmaster £26.04 




CALLERS WELCOME BUT STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT PLEASE. 

If you sec anything \vc sell being sold cheaper elsewhere phone us before you buy - Open 9am lo 5pm. MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 

Postage is FREE on orders over £10.00 net. If less than this please 

add £2.00 to cover postage. YOU MUST ADD VAT * 17.5% No export orders. 

Prices and descriptions subject lo change without notice (trading conditions available upon request). All trademarks ack. 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES LTD. DEPT 8/5 

ENTERPRISE HOUSE. BEECHWOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 

LLANDEILO. DYFED. SA19 7HR. TEL: (0558) 823782 

ANSWER PHONE 18237821 & FAX (823923) lines open 24 hours Tor orders. 
GOVT. DEI'l's / LOCAL K KDI'C ATlONAl, AUTHORITY l REIIIT ORDERS ADD :!"■■ TO CASH I'KICE 
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It's your turn! 

If you are having 
trouble with 
l.ocoScript, don't 
despair; however 
small the problem 
seems to be. Liz 
Bruce can come to 
the rescue. Don't just 
restrict your queries 
to LocoScript, either; 
if there's something 
troubling you in 
LocoKile, LocoMail 
or LocoScripl PC. we 
may he able to help! 
So. send your letters 
to: Liz Bruce, 
LocoScripl Surgery, 
BOM Plus. 30 
Monmouth Street, 
Bath BAI 2BW. 
We're sorry, but Liz 
cannot enter into any 
personal 
correspondence 





LOCOPLUS 

Welcome to this month 's LocoPlus, your essential guide to the PCW's 
native word processor. We're starting off with three pages of LocoScript 
Surgery with Liz Bruce , and then there's a round-up of some of your 
own hints and tips. The section concludes with part three of our 
Loco File tutorial. So, let's get cracking! 



Dear Liz, 

Having received copies of HOOD Plus from copy number one, 
il is not often thai I am unable to find an answer to a 
problem. However. I am a little mystified by the following. 

I recently found on one disc, with LocoScripl I, that I had 
no ability to movefiles across to the memory at the Disc 
Manager Screen as the first step toward transferring them to 
another disc. I assumed this was a software problem on the 
disc and at first thought I was going to be stuck for ever, but 
found that by clearing the screen and reloading another disc 



and then pressing //'//, / was able to reload the ojjending disc 
and move to memory. I then cleared all the files off the 
'dodgy ' disc and threw it away. 

1 have now found exactly the same problem with another 
disc, but think it may be one I copied from the faulty one. Is 
this likely to be an occasional hardware problem on the 
PCW82S6 which I have used fairly heavily for the last five 
years, or have I only compounded a problem by copying the 
original fault? I have not found any problem with SuperCalc 
2 or STOP PRESS. Your very helpful advice please. 



I think this is most unlikely to 
be a hardware problem, as if it were it 
would probably not be so intermittent or 
restricted to one program. It is indeed 
likely that the fault was on the original 
disc and you have copied the problem on 
to another disc. 

There is another thing il could be. 
though, and that's a problem with your 
start of day disc. Although the hardware 



won't have suffered from long and hard 
use. the discs do. People often make one 
start of day disc when they get their 
machines and continue to use only that 
one disc. Obviously, that disc is used 
every time you load the machine and so 
is the hardest working of all your discs. 

At the first hint of any weird 
problem, the first thing to try is making a 
new copy of your master disc and re- 



loading the machine from that. If that 
solves the problem, throw the original 
start of day disc away and be grateful! 

In your case, it is most likely the 
data disc which is at fault, so if the 
problem only recurs with that disc, don't 
worry about it. 

If. though, it crops up again, try 
making a new start of day disc, which 
should put things right. 



Dear Liz. 

I am having a problem with justification in iMcoScript v2.29. 
When I change the layout within a document, I cannot turn 
the justification off. It's like this; a layout code followed by a 



IS just simply continues lojustijy as ij nothing has happened. 
This is very frustrating , because other commands (such as 
ipitch ' and 'cr' ) seem to work fine after the usual layout 
codes. What am I doing wrong? 



I don't know! I've tried to 
repeat this problem but failed: it worked 
fine for me: Take a look at the 
screenshot, which illustrates the process 
of trying to discover the fault. This is my 
main layout, which is justified. Now I 
am going to change to another layout, 
which is also justified. This is the new 
layout, which should justify the text 
between these margins, which it clearly 
has. I will now put in a | -justify] 
command. Now let's carry on typing and 
see what happens at the end of the lines. 
They should be ragged, which they are, 
so why isn't this working for you? 

If you look at the screen shot of this 
experiment, which shows the codes I 
entered, maybe you'll see something 
which will clear things up for you. but it 
sounds as if you've done exactly what I 
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did. In the meantime, you can gel rid of 
the justification by going into the layout 
menu, pressing |f8| for options and 
taking the tick away from beside justify, 
or making sure this isn't ticked in the 
first place when you set up your new 
layouts. If that doesn't work either. 



there's definitely something wrong with 
your copy of LocoScript. It's just 
possible you have a problem with your 
start of day disc, so it's worth making a 
new installed version from your master 
disc. If that doesn't work, you'd better 
send your master back to Locomotive. 
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Dear Liz. 

Thank you very much for LocoScript 
Surgery. I find your explanations and 
instructions so enlightening I am finally 
beginning to think I might come to 
grips with my PCW 8256 after all! 
Please can you help me with a 



specific problem. I need to make up 
timetable grids and I can 'I find any way 
of producing a continuous vertical line. 
I have found the straight line on 
[EXTRA] , and the line in the symbols, 
[ALT][7] but they seem to be the same 
and neither give a continuous line. 



Also, the lines don 'I always line up 
straight on the print ed page, despite the 
fact that they look as though they are 
straight on the screen. 

This is an important facility to me 
and I 'in fed up putting the lines in with 
a ruler. Is there an answer? 



You haven't missed anything - 
that line on | EXTRA] and the one in the 
symhols are identical. Your problem is 
caused by the fact they are only half a 
line high. The answer is to use a line 
spacing of a half and put in a line of 
vertical lines between each text line, 
which is also divided by vertical lines. 
I have done something very similar for a 
grid for a certain type of puzzle and I*ve 
shown both the screen shot including 
codes and the printed out result. That 
should make things clear. 

The answer to your second problem 
is to use tabs to line up your vertical 
lines, and then they will always come 
out right on the page. 

Lining things up on the screen then 
finding they don't line up when you print 
them out comes about for one of two 
reasons. Firstly, if you are using 
Proportionally Spaced Pitch, the gaps 
between the letters of each word are 
adjusted to make the letter Y take up 
less room than the letter 'w'. for 
instance. The screen cannot show you 
that, so things may look lined up but 
may not be when you print out. 

Secondly, even if you are using a 
fixed pitch such as pilch 10. it still may 
not work if you have justification 
switched on. LocoScripl justifies by 
using 'microspacing' which means that 
spaces between words are no longer the 
same size but made bigger or smaller to 
give the best result. Again, the screen 
can't show this, and again things may 
look right on the screen but may seem 
misaligned when you print out. 

The best solution is to always use 
tabs hut if you have an unexpected and 
small piece of text to line up - and you 
don't want to set up tabs specially for 
that - use a fixed pitch and put in a 
minus Justification command and it 
should print out straight. 
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When you are trying to create a grid for a timetable, you need to ensure that the line spacing is 
set to a half, and that there's a line of vertical lines in between each text line... 
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...and if you use tabs to ensure that your vertical lines are correctly arranged, then you could 
end up with a neat timetable like the one above 



Dear Liz, 

I use LocoScripl 2 on my PCW8S12 and lend to copy 
addresses from previous correspondence. Can you give 
information about how iMCoScript's Umbo works? From 
time to time, I have read that LocoScripl indulges in 
'housekeeping ' and clears out older limbo fdes. There is 



little about this state in the blue manual for IjtcoScript I and 
not much more in my green LocoScripl manual. In 
correspondence, I keep unanswered letters on the current 
screen. As soon as an answer comes in, I place the original 
document into limbo from whence it should be recoverable if 
necessary. Am I in danger of losing valuable files? 



You most certainly are! Limbo 
was never meant to be used for storage 
and yes. files may suddenly and without 
warning disappear from it. Limbo is 
purely an 'emergency' utility. It is a 
special section of the disc put aside for 
the purpose but restricted in size, so it 
works on a 'first in. first out' basis. This 
means that once it has filled up. every 
time a new limbo file is added, the oldest 
one will be removed and is irretrievable. 
When I am leaching people. 1 show 
them the limbo files, explain how lo 
recover from limbo, then tell them lo 
forget all about it until they have a 
disaster. It doesn't do to rely on limbo: 
you're erasing files from a group and 
just as you press [ENTER | to confirm an 
erase you realise it's the wrong file and. 
probably, one you haven't backed up. 
You suddenly remember limbo, and you 
switch on the 'show limbo' option. 



If you are lucky, there will be a limbo 
copy which you can then recover. That is 
not the end of the story, though; the 
limbo copy will be the previous copy of 
the file, not the most recent. Here's why. 
When you edit a document, one of the 
options when you exit is to "abandon 
edit,' If you do that, all changes or 
additions you have made will be gone 
and the document saved back on the disc 
will be as if you had never edited it in 
the first place. 

Clearly. LocoScripl must keep a 
copy of the old document until you save 
the new version, so it can restore the old 
version if you choose to abandon. It 
keeps that copy in limbo. Very kindly, it 
lets you access this so that a catastrophe 
with a document may not be the end of 
the world. 

Note the following. If you have 
created a document, but have never 



edited it. there will be no limbo copy. 
Secondly, if the limbo memory has filled 
up and the file is an old one. it will 
removed from limbo and there will no 
longer be a limbo copy. Finally, if you 
have edited a file, the limbo copy is not a 
copy of your edit, but of the previous 
version. Better than nothing, but you 
will still have to restore all the changes 
you made in your last edit. I hope that 
this clears things up for you. 

Actually, the best solution, if you 
have a lot of correspondents, is to gel 
yourself a copy of LocoFile and set up 
one file with all your names and 
addresses in it. You can. if you like, 
keep that file on your start of day disc so 
it will automatically be copied to drive 
M and always available, whichever disc 
you are working with. You can paste 
addresses straight from LocoFile into 
your letter. >• 
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Here's how to store 
layouts for use 
within direct printing 
in iMcoScript. Go 
into Direct Printing; 
using the spacebar, 
take the cursor to the 
column until the 
place where you 
want to set your 
margin. Press [f8] to 
'show codes '. Set the 
desired code. Willi 
[SHIFT] and the left 
arrow key, take the 
cursor back to the 
start of the line, then 
press [COPY] [EOL]. 
A highlighted bar 
will appear. Press 
[CUT] and at the 
prompt, press A. The 
margin and typesize 
instructions are now 
saved as a phrase. 
This phrase can be 
saved permanently to 
the program disc, 
using the menu 
under [fl] Actions. 
Thereafter, 
whenever you are 
using Direct 
Printing, you only 
have to paste in 'A ' 
at the start of each 
line, followed by the 
address text, and that 
line is always with 
the typesize and 
margin you require. 
Of course, a number 
of different layouts 
can be saved in this 
way, and used 
equally well on 
ordinary LocoScripl 
documents. 

Alex Marwood, 
Driffield 
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Dear Liz. 
Thank you for the 
excellent advice you 
give in 8000 Plus. 
May I suggest that 
when the irritating 
message 'Waiting 
for Paper ' appears 
after the 95 / 2 
printer has been 
loaded, the hail-bar 
is not the best 
answer. When I first 
had the problem a 
friend told me to hit 
the following 
sequence of keys: 
IPTRj:[flUIENTER 
UlEXlTj This it a 
quicker method limn 
the 'hail-bar and 
rewind' method and 
works for any 
printer. 



Liz replies: A few 
months back I dealt 
with the problem 
caused by the 9512 
insisting it was 
' Waiting for paper ', 
if any changes are 
made on a printer 
menu after the 
paper is loaded. At 
the lime 1 suggested 
simply pulling the 
bail-bar back, letting 
the paper wind up as 
if the printer is 
loading a new sheet, 
then repositioning 
the paper. Your 
solution is perfectly 
valid: however, 
there is infact a 
better method yet. 
All you have to do is 
to press IPTK/then 
the l+l settings key, 
and this clears 
'Waiting for Paper' 
and exits from the 
printer control state. 



Dear IJz, 

I have recently acquired a PCW9S12 with LocoSoript 2. Since 
I have had it I have been trying to replace the Phrases in the 
System group of the start of day disc, but so far, to no avail. 



I have studied the user instructions meticulously, and tried to 
follow what they suggest, but I have not had any success as 
yet. It seems I am doing something wrong - can you help? 



. I'm not completely clear as lo 
what you want it is you want in do. If 
you simply wanl rid of the phrases 
already there, so you no longer get those 
which you created before, then you 
could simply erase that phrases file. If 
you arc trying to set up new phrases, it's 
a little more complicated. When you 
make phrases, by copying a phrase in a 
document and then storing it under a 
letter, it is stored at that stage in the 
temporary memory of the m:drive - and 
your phrases will disappear when you 
switch the machine off. 

You need to go into the disc 
manager screen, put the cursor in the 
group where you want to save those 
phrases and press | II | to select 'Save 
phrases'. You confirm the group by 
pressing |ENTER| when the 



confirmation message appears, and a 
new file called PHRASES.STD' will 
appear in that group. Next time you want 
access lo those phrases you put the 
cursor on that file and press [f 1 1 again, 
this lime choosing 'Load phrases'. 

The point of this procedure is that 
you can. if you wish, have a different 
PHRA.SES.STi:> in each group, and load 
them as you want them. So. for instance, 
you could have a set of phrases set up lor 
doing the church magazine with the 
names ol the people involved stored in 
one group, and in another group you 
could have a set of technical phrases, for. 
say. your job. 

Now. you say thai you want to 
replace the phrases on your start of day 
disc. If you load one of these other 
PHRASES.STD files, you will replace 



those phrases with the new sel. hut 
the old ones will be there next time you 
start up. until you again load one of your 
own PHRASES.STD files. If you would 
like one sel of phrases permanently 
available on your start of day disc, copy 
them from your document, insert the 
start of day disc and put the cursor in the 
group with PHRASES.STD in it. Select 
■Save Phrases' then |ENTER|. You'll 
gel an error message idling you that 
the file already exists, but that's 
OK. because you wanl to replace it. 
You could also copy a PHRASES.STD 
file from any other disc on to 
your start of day disc at any time, and 
those phrases will then be the 'default' 
phrases - i.e. the ones which are there 
unless you load a different 
PHRASES.STD file. • 



GUIDED TOUR OF LOCOSORIPT 2 • PART II 



22 Mav 91 



The Guided Tour continues. Remember, 
this is intended for people who are 
reasonably familiar with LocoScript 
already, although beginners may benefit 
from reading and keeping it for a later 
date when they are more experienced. 

[f1] FROM THE DISC 
MANAGEMENT SCREEN 

To get here, load LocoScript, which takes 
you to the Disc Manager Screen. For 
safety's sake while experimenting, 
remove the start of day disc and put in a 
data disc, preferably one with nothing 
important on it. Press [f 1]. The first 
choice on this disc often frightens 
people. They have no idea what will 
happen if they 'Make an ASCII file' of one 
of their documents or whether they would 
be able to get it back again. 

ASCII (American Standard Computer 
Information Interface) is a code assigned 
to each character, which is 
understandable by any other computer 
which also understands ASCII. 

The point of this is that different 
programs - word processors in particular 
- have different ways of controlling how 
text is printed on the screen or by the 
printer, and have many special 
characters of their own (like LocoScript's 
foreign characters and symbols, for 
example). These are not understood by 
other programs. 

ASCII reduces everything to a 
common level and will not handle these 
special characters, nor will it cope with 
word processing codes or inlaid 
commands. 

However, it will allow the actual text 
of a file created under one program to 
be read by another. 

You could use this, for instance, to 
convert a LocoScript word processing file 
to an ASCII file then persuade a Desk Top 
Publishing program to accept that ASCII 
file and process the text in cases where 
the DTP package would not accept a 
LocoScript file direct. 




Pressing [11] at the disc manager screen prompts the arrival of this 
menu. But what is ASCII? Where does the dictionary come from? All is 
revealed in this month's Guided Tour 



You get a choice of whether to make an 
ordinary ASCII file, which preserves only 
the text, or a page image version, which 
will also preserve tabs, ends of lines and 
page lengths. If you choose this the ASCII 
version will preserve these by adding 
spaces, carriage returns and form feeds. 
This can make the resulting file very 
difficult to edit, though. 

To go the other way and get 
LocoScript to accept an ASCII file, you 
create an empty document, select 'Insert 
text' (fl) put the cursor on the ASCII file 
and press [ENTER]. You can experiment 
with all this by making an ASCII file in 
either form from one of your own 
LocoScript files, then inserting it into a 
document. You will see the different 
effect of using the ordinary and page 
image versions, although making the 
ASCII file from LocoScript and then 
inserting it again often recovers more 
than you would expect, as the whole 
thing was done under LocoScript. 

If you choose the Make ASCII file' 
option, nothing happens to the original 
file. You will be asked where you wish to 
put the ASCII copy: the original is left 
untouched, so you need not be afraid of 
selecting this by mistake. 



The second choice on the [fl] menu is 
'Add dictionary'. This allows you to add a 
dictionary which you (or someone else) 
has created, to your system dictionary (if 
you have LocoSpell installed on the start 
of day disc. This means that if you have 
built up a user dictionary during spell 
checking, you can add it to your main 
dictionary for permanent record. This 
means that the words will always be 
recognised, and not just recognised when 
you are in a disc or group where the user 
dictionary is operating. 

(By the way, not a lot of people know 
that in later versions of LocoScript you 
can list a dictionary by creating a 
document, selecting 'Insert Text' from 
the [fl] menu and selecting the 
dictionary. The words will be listed on the 
screen. You can edit this list then 
rename the file USERSPEL.DCT. You can 
also select User Dictionary upkeep from 
the LocoSpell menu and delete any 
words you saved by accident) 

The add dictionary also means that if 
you have a specific interest or profession 
and you know someone who has already 
set up a technical dictionary for that 
interest, you can add their specialist 
dictionary to yours. 
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Over to You! 

Last month, we invited you to send in any gems of LocoScript advice that you 
could pass on to other readers. Well, the postbag has been positively packed 
with your helpful hints and tips, and here is just a small selection of them. 
Keep them coming in - and you, like Philip Shapiro of Birmingham, could 
win up to £25! The address to write to is: Over to You, 8000 Plus, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, BA1 2BW. Keep the tips short and punchy, and if 
you can illustrate them with a screendump, then so much the better! 




Letters Begin 

At the start of Ihe day 
when I have a lot of 
letters to write. I rind a 
useful little tip is to 
save the date as a 
Block (call it Block 
"0" for example), and also to save my 
address and telephone number as a 
Block; whenever the tedious task of 
putting the date and my address into 
letters arises. I first position the cursor 
where the date or address and telephone 
number is required, then just pressing 
(PASTE] and the Block number saves a 
lot of boring typing! 

Since my PCW is left on all day. 
blocks held in the memory can be very 
useful; of course, they are lost when I 
switch off at the end of the day. but you 
could save then by loading them as 
Phrases instead of Blocks. 

I also find it useful to save a Block 
of the name and address of each person I 
am writing to. saving more typing when 
doing labels for their envelopes. The 
way I do this is. when 1 have finished 
printing out all the letters. I get into 
Direct Printing mode, then paste each 
name and address Block into each label. 
When I have several letters to do. I find 
that it pays to make a note of which 
Block number goes with which letter to 
save any confusion. 
Philip Shapiro 
Birmingham 

Four thought 

Here are four tips that might prove 
useful to other readers: 

1. Confuscious say: don't get rid of the 
typewriter, save it for the envelopes! 

2. Copy a short story or article onto 
each of your discs and save it in a file 
called Buffer. If a 'disc full' message 
then appears when you try to save your 
work, return to the disc manager screen 
and erase this file. This should give you 
I0K to 15K of space to play with. 

3. Using LocoSpell on an 8256 
machine and running out of space on 
drive M? Forget about the upgrades and 
prepare your work in LocoScript. then 
save to disc and soft-boot LocoSpell to 



spell check and print. 

4. If you prefer your keyboard to be 

sloping, like a normal typewriter, get a 

plastic binder and blue-tack it to the base 

of the keyboard at the back. It works just 

as well as more expensive manufactured 

supports. 

Stephen Date 

Cannock, Staffs 

Driving test 

When using a PCW with a second disc 
drive you have to have a disc in both 
drives when booting up for the presence 
of both of them to be recognised. But in 
LocoScript any TEMPLATE.STD or 
LocoFile datafiles with the .DAT suffix 
will be copied automatically from both 
A: and B: drives on to the corresponding 
group of drive M: upon start up. a 
process that can be both time consuming 
and unnecessary. 

To avoid it, simply put the drive B: 
disc in the wrong way round. The drive 
is recognised, but it can't be read and so 
no files are copied across. (This works 
OK for the 5 1/4" drive: I can't vouch 
for the second 3" drive drive!) There 
may be an increased risk of corrupting 
the disc doing this, but then we all keep 
back-ups. don't we? 

Still on LocoScript. if you have a B: 
drive it's possible to have up to 24 
groups in use at any one time, more if 
you have a hard disc. There are times 
when you may want to copy a file from 
group O of Drive A: to group 7 of Drive 
M: for example, and scrolling through 24 
groups takes time. Either simply remove 
the disc from the B: drive and press |f7] 
(|f 1 1 Loco I ) to reduce the amount of 
scrolling by however many groups there 
are on drive B: or do the following: place 
the cursor over the file you want to 
move, and press |f3| to copy it. 

Instead of moving the cursor on to 
the new group in drive M:, press 
|ENTER) again. This brings up a menu 
displaying the old and new names of the 
file in question. Simply move the cursor 
on the menu down one place and type in 
7 (for the new group), and then down 
another place and type M (for the new 
drive). The file will be copied 



immediately without the laborious 
business of moving all the way across 
the disc manager screen. This method 
can be adapted to erase, move and 
rename files as well. 
Revd M Komor 
South Glamorgan 

Phrased out 

LocoScript's Phrases are endlessly 
useful, but there are drawbacks to the 
system. I keep four sets on different start 
discs for different purposes, and that's 
too many to memorise. With a long 
phrase. SHOW PHRASES lets you see 
only the first few words. With something 
centred, or right aligned, or with a phrase 
consisting solely of code, it shows 
nothing at all. And it won't SHOW 
CODES, so you may lose your neat way 
of solving some special need. 

Here is a simple solution to these 
little problems. Create a file solely for 
making and storing phrases. If you call it 
PHRASES.REF it will sit handily above 
PHRASES.STD on your start disc. Make 
a list of your phrases: 

A For the attention of 

B Your reference: 

C Thank you for your letter of 

D I apologise for the delay in 

replying 
and so on. When you've got them just to 
your liking, it's a simple job to work 
down the list converting them into 
proper Phrases but pressing |LINE], 
|WORD|. [COPY]. |EOL] (as many 
times as there are lines in the phrase), 
| COPY 1. then the key letter. Print out 
PHRASES.REF and stick it on the wall 
for ready reference. 

Finally, remember to SAVE 
PHRASES (though if you forget, it's not 
a disaster because they're all preserved 
in PHRASES.REF ready to re-copy!). Of 
course you can SHOW CODES in 
PHRASES.REF if you need to. For the 
future, just be sure to put any additions 
or alterations in PHRASES.REF before 
copying them into Phrases so that you 
always have an up-to-date, complete list 
of what's in your PHRASES.STD 
Christopher McCready 
Oxford 




True origins 

In your February 
1991 issue, a reader 
suggested that with 
LocoScript, there is 
no command to let 
you edit an existing 
document and save it 
under another name, 
leaving the old 
version intact. 
Nevertheless it can 
easily be done with 
LocoScript 2. Edit 
the old document to 
the new version 
required and with 
the COPY facility 
put all the new text 
on to temporary hold 
as a designated 
block. Exit from the 
document making 
sure to use the 
'Abandon edit' 
command and Ihe 
original version is 
saved intact. Create 
a new named file in 
an appropriate 
group and transfer 
to it by PASTE-ing 
the appropriate 
block . Exit using 
•Finish edit'. 
The new version has 
now been created 
and the old version 
still exists! 
Roy Bealbv 
Cleveland 
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New Order 

A database such as LocoFile can be equipped to provide you with the 
answers to all of your questions. Karen Donaghay shows you how 






Where was the 
photocopying engineer at 
I Oam on the fifth of 
May? Was he with Claire 
Jones? And did her photocopier really 
need that extra service? 

This month we show you how - with 
the help of LocoFile and your PCW - all 
these questions, and many more besides, 
can be answered. 

Many databases are able to answer 
convoluted enquiries and LocoFile is no 
exception. The real secret is in the design 
of the program - and that is where you 
come in. With the help of a few carefully 
placed indexes. LocoFile can respond to 
queries that would appear to be beyond 
the range of what could be regarded as 
just a computerised filing cabinet. 



Take the questions asked in the first 
paragraph. These are the kind of probing 
statements which may sound like the 
run-up to a News of the World expose, 
but to a photocopying (or any other kind 
of) linn they would be of great 
importance - especially those companies 
who have to schedule the daily servicing 
and repair rounds. 

if you take an ordinary customer 
database as the foundation, it is a very 
easy task to make LocoFile capable of 
providing a detailed schedule of which 
photocopiers should be serviced on each 
particular day. 

The basis of the entire exercise is 
indexing. Understand this concept, and 
you will understand the very essence of a 
database such as LocoFile! 



HINTS AND TIPS 

• One neat and efficient way of 
dividing your addresses into areas is to 
enter the telephone code as a 
separate field. This field can then be 
indexed numerically and you have a 
perfect separation between 
appointments in Bristol, for example 
(0272) and Bath (0225). 

• You are allowed up to eight indexes 
with LocoFile - more than enough for 
most people. But it is worth bearing in 
mind that creating an index does take 
up some space - especially on a large 
file. This is one very good reason not 
to index everything in sight. 



STEP 1: DECIDING THE LAYOUT 



If our photocopier firm wanted to provide a 
servicing database, it would probably look 
something like our example. All of the service 
details are on the first page. Other relevant 
details, such as the name and address of the 
customer and the type of company, could be put 
on a second page. However, since we are not 
concerned with these we have left them out 
altogether. 

Incidentally, it is often a good idea to have 
the most important information on the first page 
(or screen) with any further details stored on a 




Keep all the most important information 
on the first page 



second screen. We will cover this issue in more 
detail next month. 

As you can see from our screenshot each 
record has a space for the customer's name, the 
type of photocopier and the date and time of the 
next service. As always, there is room for extra 
information. This space can be used to make 
note of any particular problem. 

These were all laid out in the normal way 
using the option to 'Create LocoFile' as we 
showed you last month. And of course, there are 
no indexes as yet. 






STEP 2: DEFINING THE INDEX 






So what is an index in LocoFile? Well it is based 
on the same principle as an index in any normal 
file. The most common type of index is arranged 
in order of name (often using initials as a 
sub-index). 

The difference here is that LocoFile can 
have more than one alternative for an index: one 
moment it can be arranged alphabetically by 
surname and a minute later it can be arranged in 
chronological order - or any other order you 
care to define. 

To see this in action we need to take a look 
at the way the file is set up. Load the LocoFile in 
the usual way by highlighting your datable, 
pressing [fl] on the Disc Management screen 
and choosing the option to 'Run LocoFile'. 

If you have set it up to look like our example 
above, you should get the first record appearing 
on the screen. 

At present, what you see is what you get. 
There are no indexes involved - but our aim is to 
change all of that. To alter the way a datafile is 




Datafile set-up is the first step towards 
defining an index 

designed you need to press [fl] for Actions and 
choose 'DataFile set-up' as shown in the 
screenshot above. Press [ENTER] and you will 
see that the original page design will then appear 
on the screen. 

Let's take the simplest case first. It is almost 
inevitable that, at some point, you will need to 
find a customer by their surname; this is one of 
the most common ways to organise information. 



so a Surname index would be a good idea. Press 
the option [f2] for 'Index' and select the choice to 
'Create New Index'. 

Press [ENTER] and you will see a list of all of 
the fields. Move the cursor to Surname and press 
[ENTER] again to choose this field. 

Because this is the most straightforward 
type of index the default settings are perfect for 
what we need. A box appears on screen and the 
options to order this index according to the 
standard alphabet are already selected. 

It also ignores case. This means that it will 
make no difference if the name is in capital or 
lower case letters. 

Since these settings are all perfectly suited 
to a Surname index simply press [ENTER]. The 
name (Surname) and type (Alphabetical, no 
case) are displayed. 

Scroll down to the [EXIT] option and press 
[ENTER] to confirm this as your first index. You 
can now begin to think about what the next index 
should be. 
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STEP 3: INDEXING BY DATE 



The next index is going to be slightly more 
complicated. We want to create an index that 
can sort the file into into date order. For 
instance, if a customer has the service date in 
May, this should come before a customer who is 
due to have their photocopier serviced in June. 
To do this we need to set up an index on the 
Date field. 

Press [f2] again and choose to 'Create New 
Index'. Then choose the Date field as before, by 
scrolling down and pressing [+]. Press [ENTER] 
and up come the defaults again. LocoFile 
assumes that this is an alphabetical index. We 
need to change this to a date index. 

To override the default move the cursor 
down to Date Order and press the [+] key. 
Immediately a list of options shows up (see our 
screenshot). They seem confusing at first, but 
actually refer to some common methods of using 




Change the default index to Date by 
pressing [12] and choosing a format 

and displaying dates. Often people refer to a 
numeric date by putting the month before the 
day. Some even prefer the year first, followed by 
the month and then the day. If you want to 
display the date in one of these unconventional 
ways, it is possible. You must choose the correct 
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version here by scrolling down to either 
Month/Day/Year or Year/Month/Day and 
pressing [+]. If not, LocoFile will assume that 
each date is entered in the normal way - 
(Day/Month/Year). 

The other two options, Day/Month and 
Month/Day should only be used when the year is 
unimportant. For example, birthdays always fall 
on the same day - the actual year is superfluous, 
and will only confuse the sorting process. 

Another point to remember is that a day or a 
month must be represented by two figures, and 
not by just one. For instance, the fifth of May 
must be entered as 050591 and not 50591 or 
even 5/5/91. 

In our case, we want to use the standard 
date format (Day/Month/Year). It should already 
be highlighted, so just press [ENTER] to move on 
to the next menu. 




STEP 4: DEFINING SUB-KEYS 



Now a box will appear with the situation so far. 
As you can see from our screenshot, we 
changed the index name to Schedule. LocoFile 
originally sets the index name as the field name 
(in this case the Date). It is up to you to choose a 
more significant one - just delete the old name 
and type in a new one. 

You should check that the main key is the 
Date and that it is ordered by Day/Month/Year . 
If these details are correct you can then go on to 
add the sub-key. The sub-key is an index within 
an index. To make sure that an appointment on 
the fifth of May at 10.00am comes before an 
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Defining time as a sub-key ensures that 
appointments are listed in the order in 
which they will be kept during the day 



appointment at 11.00am, Time needs to be set- 
up as a sub-index. Choose the option to Add sub 
key (highlighted in our screenshot) by simply 
scrolling down and pressing [ENTER]. Once 
again you are given a list of fields. Select Time, 
press the [+] key and then [ENTER]. 

This time you need to choose numeric 
sorting since time is going to be entered as a 
number. Move to the option Numeric, press [+] 
then [ENTER] and that's it. 

The entire Schedule index is now set up to 
order your entries into chronological order, 
taking both time and date into account. 



STEP 5: USING THE SCHEDULE 



Both indexes are now ready to use, and to go 
back to your original datafile you press 
[EXIT][ENTER][EXIT]. There will be a pause as 
LocoFile creates indexes for all of your data. The 
more records you have, the longer this pause 
will be. 

Of course you can only use one index at a 
time. This is common sense really. If your 
records are sorted into Surname order they 
cannot be also sorted into chronological order. 

Lef s test out the more complicated index - 
Schedule. First you need to select the Schedule 
index. This can be done by pressing [f2] for 
Index. A choice of indexes appears. 

Three possibilities are shown: Record 
Number. Surname and Schedule. The first, 
Record number, is an ever-present index set up 
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The Schedule index demonstrates the 
true power of the system 

by the program. It is actually a number given to 
each record when it is created and is not 
particularly useful as an index. Next on the list is 
Surname, followed Schedule. To choose the 



Schedule index scroll down to that line, and 
press [+] to select it. Then press [ENTER] and 
you will be returned to your original position in 
the database. 

It may appear that nothing has happened 
but if you [PAGE] forwards or backwards through 
your records you will see they they are indeed 
sorted into strict chronological order. 

But what about our original query? Let's find 
out what was happening at ten o'clock on May 
5th. To do this you need to choose the GoTo 
option by pressing [15], 

Fill in the details as shown in our screenshot. 
(The first line always refers to the main key - in 
this case the Date. The second line is the sub- 
key Time.) Finally press [ENTER] and LocoFile 
will look for a record that contains those details. 



STEP 6: EXAMINING THE DETAILS 



And here the truth is plain to see. Sure enough, 
the engineer was due to service Claire Jones's 
photocopier at 10 o' clock on the 5th May. 
Whether this exonerates him completely, or 
implicates him still further is of course a matter 
for News of the World to investigate, and not our 
good selves. But it does make the point that a 
seemingly obscure question can be answered by 
a standard database. 

To obtain a complete schedule of where the 
engineer needs to be on any given day, you 
simply leave out the time. For instance, instead, 
of filling in 10.00 in the GoTo box, you would 




The completed schedule provides easy to 
find information. The next step is to print 
it out - which we'll look at next month 



simply enter the date. This will produce the first 
appointment of that day and the rest will follow in 
order. To use the Surname index, you would 
select that index and instead of filling in two lines 
of details, there is just one line for the surname. 
There are, of course, other more elaborate 
ways of using indexing - to be covered in the 
course of this series. But, the most obvious 
question that springs to mind is this. How can 
this schedule be produced on paper? Next month 
we will be looking at how to get details out of 
your datafile and into a LocoScript document. 
See you then! 
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Top of the Form 

Tony Hart harnesses the statistical powers of the Mini Office spreadsheet 
and applies them to analysing the exam results of a class of students 



G 



alhering results, whether 
they are for your local club 
or for a class of students, is 
relatively easy. Working out 
actual performances - highest, lowest, 
average, and so on isn't difficult - but it 
can be quite tedious. 

Applications such as these are ideal 
for the Mini Office spreadsheet module. 
All you have to do is enter the data and. 
within seconds, the spreadsheet does the 
rest, working out all the averages, 
statistics and results you'll ever need. 

The Mini Office spreadsheet offers a 
variety of calculation and analysis 
functions. These range from the simple 
mathematical expression to fairly 
complex cell references and analysis. 
Included are three very powerful 



statistical commands. These are "MAX". 
"MIN' and 'MEAN' which, as you might 
expect, calculate the Maximum. 
Minimum and Mean respectively of a 
row, column or array of cells. 

For example, if in cell J 1 we put the 
formula MAX(A I ,K I ). then the 
spreadsheet will scan the values in cells 
A I to J I and place the highest value in 
J 1 . Similarly, the formula 
MEAN( A 1 .C3) would calculate the 
average of of the array A I ,C3, i.e cells in 
Al-3. Bl-3andCl-3. 

Below, we've looked at how, in 
several easy steps, you can design a 
spreadsheet that will accept exam results 
for a small class of students - and will 
automatically calculate the statistics 
associated with the results. 



HINTS & TIPS 

• When you're setting up a spreadsheet 
like this, it's wise to save it at regular 
intervals in case the PCW is 
accidentally switched off or you make a 
mistake. The [ALT]/I command does a 
'Save and Continue' for the Mini Office 
spreadsheet just like LocoScript's 'Save 
and Continue' command in document 
editing mode. 

• Switch on auto-update (from the 'alter 
spreadsheet' menu) to ensure that the 
spreadsheet is automatically brought up 
to date after each entry. If you don't do 
this, you must remember to update 
manually using [f3]. 



STEP 1: PREPARING THE DISPLAY 



Before laying out the basic spreadsheet we can 
make a few easy alterations to the way the data 
Is displayed. This is so that it becomes easier to 
enter - and clearer to read. First we'll remove the 
decimal places and set the right justification, 
then we'll expand the first column width to 
accommodate a pupil's name. All this is done 
within the Alter spreadsheef menu as follows:- 

Load the Mini Office spreadsheet 

• Select Alter spreadsheet 1 - [ENTER] 

• Select Cell display' - [ENTER] 

• Select 'Decimal places' then [ENTER] key until 
-0' shows. 

• Select 'Justification' then [ENTER] until 'Right' 
is shown. 

• Select 'Set all cells as above?' - [ENTER]. 

• Answer [Y]es to 'Are you sure?' and wait until 
these alterations are accepted. 

• [EXIT] twice back to the Spreadsheet menu. 
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Left: The first task is to load and 'alter' the spreadsheet. Above: Set sufficient column 
width to accommodate a student's name; fifteen characters should be enough 



Now we'll expand the first column width to 
accommodate a typical name. 
• Select 'Edit data' then [ENTER] and a blank 
spreadsheet will be presented on the screen. 



• Cursor to cell Al - [ALTJ/W 

• Press the right arrow key until you have a 
column width of fifteen characters 

• Press [RETURN]. 



STEP 2: ENTERING STUDENT AND SUBJECT NAMES 



The final spreadsheet will have three areas. 
Firstly, the first row and column that contain the 
student and subject names; secondly the main 
spreadsheet area which contains the results and 
thirdly the statistics area where the highs, lows 
and averages are calculated. 

To prepare the sheet for entry of the results 
we first list the student names in Column A and 
then the subjects to be assessed in Row B. 

For the sake of explanation and display, the 
layout we're using here is obviously smaller in 
pupil and subject numbers than any school class 
would be in real life. However it can be expanded 
with the minimum of fuss once the basic sheet is 
used and understood. 
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The screenshot shows the sheet after all 
subject results have been entered for 
each student 



Entering the data is the easiest but most time 
consuming part However, the spreadsheet has 
another little device which speeds up the process 
- the 'Automatic cursor mode'. 

By using the [ALTj/A function you can make 
the cursor move up, down, left, right or not move 
at all. after entering data into a cell. 

So, for this example we would probably want 
to enter pupil results for one subject and next we 
would want the cursor to drop down to the 
following pupil after entering the result for the 
current one. 

To implement this, hold down the [ALT] key 
and hit 'A' until the indicator at the top of the 
screen shows 'Down'. 



STEP 3: HIGHS, LOWS AND AVERAGES FOR SUBJECTS 



Using this basic spreadsheet set-up, we can now 
begin to work out the highest, lowest and average 
results for each subject (or column) and for each 
pupil (or row). 

For these calculations we use the 'MAX' 
(Maximum), 'MEAN' (Average) and 'MIN' 
(Minimum) functions of the spreadsheet 
calculator. The procedure is quite simple - we put 
the formula into one cell then do a relative copy 
to all the others. 

The first piece of information which we need 
is the subject statistics, which go at the bottom of 
the subject columns. These are set up as follows: 

• Cursor to cell A19 

• Type in "Highest mark" and press [ENTER] 

• Cursor to cell B19 
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Once the data has been entered, the sheet 
will calculate the statistics for each 
subject. You can quite easily expand it to 
incorporate extra names and subjects 



• Press [ALTJ/F (Enter formula command) 

• Type in " MAX(B3:B17) ". 

This formula will place the highest value of 
column 8 into cell B19. 

• Press [COPY] ; [S]ingle; Cursor to C19; [R] for 
Relative copy. 

• Repeat the last step for cells D19 to H19 

• Press [f3] to update the spreadsheet. 

Repeat the above procedure for the 'Average' 
marks in row 20 and then again for the 'Lowest* 
marks in row 21. 

The formula in cell B20 will be "MEAN((B3:B17) " 
and in cell B21, " MIN(B3:B17). 
The rest of the instructions are carried out in 
exactly the same as detailed above. 



STEP 4: HIGHS, LOWS AND AVERAGES FOR STUDENTS 



The pupil statistics are set up in the same way, 
only this time the Highest, Average and Lowest 
values are in the columns on the right of the 
sheet, at the end of the pupil rows: 

• Cursor to cell Jl - Type "Hi" - [ENTER] 

• Cursor to cell J3 then [ALTJ/F 

• Enter the formula " MAX(B3:H3) to select the 
highest mark 

• Do a relative copy of this cell to cells J4 to J17 

• Repeat the above exercise for Columns K (Av) 
and L (Lo) using the formulae " MEAN(B3:H3) 
and " MIN(B3:H3) respectively. 

Finally, having done the subject and pupil 
statistics we'll do the statistics for the whole 
class. These will occupy the bottom right-hand 
comer of the sheet. 

• J19 - [ALTJ/F - " MAX(B3:H17) " for the class 
highest. 
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The screenshot above shows the newly added student statistics, In terms of subject 
and individual pupil. Above right are the statistics for the whole class 



• K20 - [ALTJ/F - " MEAN(B3:H17) " for the class 
average. 

• L21 - [ALTJ/F - " MIN(B3:H17| " for the class 
lowest 



These analyses and calculations are performed 
on ail marks in columns B to H, and rows 3 to 17, 
i.e. on the array B3:H17. 



STEP 5: THE FINISHED SHEET 



The screenshot opposite shows the finished sheet 
with the full results entered, with subject statistics 
in the rows below, student statistics in the 
columns to the right and class statistics in the 
bottom right-hand corner. 

If you'd like to explore the presentation of 
information further, try using the cell reference 
function, 'CELL(col.row)' in conjunction with the 
row/column references, 'RMAX, CMAX' and so 
on. These will enable you to display individual 
performance information and save even more 
time when trying to track down individual 
performances. For example the formula 



^^^E 


-uJt?~ 


UltblllU.hUM .9,1 




l. B3B(Ja — _J 


■mJ>HJ 


mil 


il Hi 


] Helmriw 

r! JSBB 


llll! 


il ill 


|jtt 


mil 


S3 "• , 



'CELL|1,(RMAX|B3:H17)) will return the name of 
the student with the highest mark of all, 

A sheet such as this can provide valuable 
information for teachers in working out class and 
individual performances. It can also be useful for 
a parent keeping track of their children's 
academic progression. 

And of course, you can adapt the sheet to 
serve the needs of your sports club or local 
society; any club secretary could make extensive 
use of such an application. 

The finished sheet gives you access to 
important information at a glance 



WINDOWS AND GRAPHICS 



There are extra features within Mini Office which 
can help display statistical information more 
clearly. The screenshot shows a bar chart that 
has been drawn from the statistics in the main 
sheet - in this case the highest, average and 
lowest subject marks. 

The linking of the spreadsheet and graphics 
modules is one of the major features of an 
integrated suite of programs such as the Mini 
Office package. 

In order to transfer data you need to to 
create what is known as a "window' on that part of 
the spreadsheet you wish to convert to graphics 




Mini Office enables you to display 
information in a clear, impressive way 



and then transfer this to the graphics module. 
Once there, it can be displayed as a bar-chart, 
pie-chart or simple line graph. 

In this case, we have 'windowed' on the 
subject names in row 1 (Art, Eng and so on) and 
also on the Highest, Average and Lowest marks in 
rows 19, 20 and 21, and then displayed them as 
a bar graph. Once you have selected all the 
information you require for the bar graph, you 
need to to save it as a separate file and export it 
to the graphics module. This process is too 
detailed to summarise here, but was dealt with in 
depth in the July 1990 issue of 8000 Plus. 
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W 7W Programs EVERY PCW should have! 




NEW! 

pcw-2inl Version 2 is now the 
ultimate Disc Manager for the 
PCW. Automatically handling 
both PCW discs and those from an 
IBM-PC or compatible, you can 
use 2inVs windows and cursors to 
move around Discs and Groups quickly and easily, 
marking any number of files for copying or deletion 
with a single keystroke, on either type of disc. 

pcw-2inl Version 2 runs on all PCW models, will 
format or verify both PCW and IBM-PC discs, and 
even lets the PCW9512 use PCW8256 CF2-type 
discs! 

pcw-2inl costs £29.95, or comes FREE with a 3.5" 
second drive for PCW8256/9512 at just £109.95 
(includes full cabling and instructions). 




pcw-ToolKit Version 2 is the lead- 
ing disc recovery program for the 
Amstrad PCW. Specially de- 
signed, it makes full use of the 
PCW's screen and keyboard to 
allow anyone to recover damaged 
discs and data easily. 



Many of the commonest disc faults can be repaired 
by pcw-ToolKit almost automatically. Would you 
wait for a fire before getting an extinguisher? Buy a 
copy of pcw-ToolKit now and find out what it can 
do before you next get that "Missinq Address 
Mark"! 

pcw-ToolKit costs just £29.95 
How much are YOUR files worth? 



Also available : 

pcw-MFU - Use oilier CP/M, PC and BBC discs on die PCW8xxx 

Blank Discs : 

TEN High-Quality, Branded 3.5" discs in library box 

TEN Artisoft/Maxell 3" discs 



£49.95 

£11.95 
£19.95 



Please n .'.. for further details and our full catalogue of PCW Software and Disc Drives All prices sliown include V. AT. 
•nd delivery within the U.K except where otherwise slated. VIS A/ ACCESS accepted. Foreign eiuitiiiies Welcome. E&OH 



computing 

Unit 14 

Slralhclyde Business Centre 

Clyde Street 

CLYDEBANK G81 1PF 

Tel. 041-941-3120 




HOW to Order: Axxon Computer Supplies T5T s 
FREEPOST. P.O. Box 279A, Surbiton, KT5 9BR -* ^ 

tSL. 081-335 3180 "The Secret is Service" 

• Prices are for Mill Order Only • We reserve the right lo alter specifications and prices without notice • Quantity order please ring I 
lor prices • Government. Educational Authority orders welcome (min £50) • No export orders • All trade marks acknowledged. 




ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & 1st CLASS DELIVERY UK & BFPO ONLY 



3 CF-2 DISK 




5 off 10 off 20 off 



10.00 £18.00. 

£10.00 £18.00. 

£11.50 £21.50. 

cased) £11.50 £21.50. 



..£34.95 
..£34.95 
..£41.95 
..£41.95 



RIBBONS, AMSTRAD COMPATIBLE 



VERY HIGH QUALITY 1 oft 5 off 

PCW 9512 Carbon Muriistrtke £2.65 £2.55.. 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric Ribbon £3.30 £3.10.. 

PCW 8256/8512 Carbon Multistnke £3.30 £3.15.. 

PCW 8256/8512 Black Fabric Ribbon (long life 14m) £3.20 £3.00.. 

Amstrad DMP 2000/3000 :. £3.50 £3.00.. 

Citizen 120D £3.50 £3.00.. 



NEC P22007P2+ „ £4.50 . 

Minimum order 2 ribbons, except with other items ordered 



...£4.00.. 



10 off 
...£2.45 
...£2.70 
...£3.00 
...£2.80 
...£2.50 
...£2.50 
...E3.50 



SOFTWARE 



Money Manager 
Sage Invoicing .. 



Cracker II Turbo.. 

Fkpper 2Pius 

Forwofd 
Mastertile 8000 



£35 95 

. £29 50 



Master Pack (Scan ♦ Pant) £62 50 

Master Scan £55.50 

Micro Design II _ _ £42.00 

Mini Office Profess»onal £26.95 



Sage Payroll 

Sage Popular Accounts 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus .. 

Sage Popular Retrieve 

Stop Press 

Stop Press. AMX Mouse 

Supo'Calc 

Super DOS 



£5595 

£52 95 



£72.95 

. £104.95 
£52.95 



The System Personahser 



£29 95 
£15.00 



HARDWARE 



ProSCAN Handscanner 



AMX Mouse ( w/intertace) 

AMX Mouse w/Micro Design II , 



X48.00 
..£79.95 



BITS & BOBS 



3' Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 

9512 Daisy Wheels £5 95 

PnnterCafaieD25CEN36(9senes) £995 

Printer Cable CEN36-CEN 36 (8 senes) £11 95 



New' Re- Ink (Re inks Fabric Ribbons) £12.95 

3" Amsuad storage Do* (10 cap) £5.95 

3" storage box (Scap) E2.50 

3" individual plastic case 50p each 

Margin Maker MM3i (8256^512) E14.50 

Tracey — — — _ £7.95 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



JurWx Playtime _ £10.95 Scape Ghost £15.50 

Ultimate Sums CIO 95 The Complete Home Enlenalnment Cent™. £15.95 

Ullimale Quiz £1095 Time s Mao* _ _ _ £13.50 

SchoorsOul _ _ £10 95 Buran £14 95 

Cross Grid (Crossword Without Clues) £10 95 t^Z^ fl«M 

Fun School 3 Under 51 £17 95 SSSSS 

Fun School 3 5 lo 7s £17.95 G,a "*' Sam 



Sir Perceval 



£13.95 
.£13.95 



..£16.00 



Fun School 3 Over 7s £1795 . 

Gnomo Ranger £15.50 Tank Attack 

knndl Back (Sequel lo Gnome Hanger; £15.50 Sieve Davis Snooker £16.95 

Tetrts £15.50 Bnan Clougn Foolball Fortunes £15.50 



SCA RAMPACS 



512K... 
768K ... 
1 5Mb 



SCA interlaces (serial/parallel) lor 
Amstrad PCWs 

£136 85 P ' 0,esslonal £48.80 

C228 85 Prolessional Plus £58.65 



DUST COVERS 



8256/ 851 2 and 951 2 

PCW 8256/8512 (3pcs) £8.55 

PCW 9512 (3pcs) £8.95 



PCW 9512 ♦ Sheet Feeder (3pcs|..£11.55 

NEWI! Kador Seal n' Type 

Keyboard Protector PCW 

8256/9512/8512 £13.50 each 



BOOKS 



LocoScnpt II User Guide £19.95 

Locomail User Guide £19.95 

All in one Mini Oflice Prolessional £11.95 

DeskTop Publishing Amstrad PCW £1295 

Mallard Basic Intro > Hel £9.95 

PCW Machine Code - £13.95 



Program your PCW (Mallard) 

PCW Super Code 

MastenngAmst 8256/651 2 

Illustrated Locoscrlpt 

Lccoscnpt II . Mail, File. Spell.. 
Protetl PCW User Ginoe. 



Using Amstrad Word Processor .. 
Using the Amsuad PCW9512 



£8.50 

£13.95 

£9.95 

£10.95 

£1095 

£10.95 

£995 

£10.95 



COMPUTER PAPER 



11" x 9.5" 60gms 1000. 
11"x9.5"60gms2000. 
11"x9.5"70gms1000. 
11"x9.5"70gms2000. 



..£10.95 
.£18.95 
..£11.95 
.£20.95 



(A4) 70gms1000 

(A4) 70gms 2000 

(A4) 80gms1000 

(A4) 80gms 2000 

11" X 9.5" NCR 2pt 1000. 



..£13.95 
..£24.95 
..£14.95 
..£25.95 
..£26.95 



A HOME FROM GNOME 



FOR YOUR 

AMSTRAD 
8000 PCW 



Are you short ol d«k space? Do you haw to move the computer, 
et al, when not in use? Of do you just like to be tidy? Then this 
is lot you. A fully portable "home" lor your Amstrad 8000 PCW. 
Provision can be made lor hard disc or modem, and the use ol 
fan-fold paper. 




• HOUSES WHOLE COMPUTER 

• COMPONENTS REMAIN 
CONNECTED 

• ASH VENEERED PANELS, 
LACQUERED BLACK. FLAT 
PACK KIT 

• ACCOMMODATES 24 DISCS. 350 
A4 SHEETS, 100 ENVELOPES, 
MOUSE AND MAINS PLUG! 

• MONITOR RAISED AND ANGLED 
TO IMPROVE VIEWING 

• PRINTER SECURELY HELD FOR 
USE AND TRANSPORT 

• KEYBOARD STORAGE 

• PAPER GUIDE AVAILABLE FOR 
CONTINUOUS FEED 



GNOME DESIGNS 

TO ORDER, post your cheque to Gnome Designs 
FREEPOST LS2372, 1 1 Syke Lane, LEEDS LSI4 3VY making sure you 
include your name and address. FOR ENQUIRIES OR TELEPHONE ORDERS 
USING AMEX, ACCESS OR VISA -PHONE ___ 

0937 587171. 3 



ALLOW UP TO !• OATS (OS OtLIVFUY CASH WITH OBDC » 



Pl*X«G~l 



THE MISSING 



SING LINK 



between MASTERSCAN and MICRODESIGN2 

outputs MDA files for all MD2 page formats will 

scan a whole A4 page and output readable text 

extra speed/quality options 

compatible with LOGO and all DTP 

£24.90 Cheque with order to 

PHILOSOFT 

Unit 8, 9 Short St. Colne, Lanes. BB8 8EP 
tel. 0282 870197 



<X^E 
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BUDGET BEATERS! 

"Don't throw those used printer ribbons away!" 

WE REFILL PCW MULTISTRIKE (FILM) CASSETTES 

- Still only £2 each plus 99p per order. 
PCW9512 MULTISTRIKE D.I.Y. REFILL KIT 

- Equivalent to six new ribbons! Still £10.99. 
PCW FABRIC RIBBONS RE-INKED 

- Introductory ojfer (black): £1.30 each' 
I" telephone lor other printers • offer expires end July 19911 
DO YOUR OWN FABRIC RE-INKING WITH "RE-INK" 

- Aladdink's price only £1 2. 73 
"EVERLASTING ELSIE", exclusive for STAR LCIO 
. ±A* ' you need never buy another cassette! Still £39.99 
.JKTaP*-H-P DESKJET CARTRIDGE REFILL PACK 
7M4f One pack refills TWO cartridges: £16.99 

Prices all-inclusive - nothing more to pay! 

(Check other advertisers - do their prices include VAT and p&p?) 

ALADDINK. (DEPT 80), EYEMOUTH. 
BERWICKSHIRE TD14 5AP. TEL: 08907 50965. 



THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS 



AMSOFT CF2 DISKS 
D BASE II SOFTWARE 
MICRODESIGN 11 
AMSTRAD CPS8256 
SCA512K RAM PACKS 



£17.50 per 10 

£34.50 

£39.00 

£29.95 

£104.00 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY. 
FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE SEND 
SAE FOR FREE CATALOGUE OR 
TELEPHONE 0384-66269 ANYTIME. 

CREDIT CARD HOT LINE 
IE3] 0384 - 66269 2S 



mnznm 



COPY HOLDERS PRINTER STANDS 
Copyarm £6.95 Adjustable £12.95 

A4 Desktop £11.95 ADJ. with paper tray £17.95 
Joystick & Interlace £25.00 

Fax Stand & Tray £39.00 
Memory Upgrades 256K Chips £19.95 

SCA 51 2K RAM PAC - Plug in 'n' Go £104.00 
Other sizes P.O.A. 



ANTIGLARE FILTERS £22.95 



TEAC 31/2" B Drive: includes FREE software to 
read PCW Disks on APC compatible, external, 
Plug in Ti' Go £89.95 

Software to read PCW disks on a PC 
Compatible £4.95 

AMX Mouse & Interface £46.95 

Kempston Mouse & Software £59.95 

Proscan £179.95 

Amstrad CPS 8256 interface £29.95 



DON'T THROW AWAY YOUR USED 
FABRIC RIBBONS: REINK FOR £1.45ea 



Data format transfer service 500 plus formats 
3" <-> 3i/2" <-> 5i/4" 

IBM PC (and compatible), Apple Mac, etc, etc 
£9.95 per disk inclusive. 



PCW- WORLD 
COTSWOLD HOUSE, CRADLEY HEATH 
WARLEY. B64 7NF FAX: 0384 66269 

ALL PRODUCTS GUARANTEED. ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE VATS DELIVERY. WE ACCEPT CREDIT 

CARD, CHEQUE, POSTAL ORDER & LOCAL 
AUTHORITY, GOVERNMENT PURCHASE ORDERS 



SOFTWARE 



dBase II £39.95 LocoScript PC £105.00 

Mini Office Prof £29.95 Locolink £29.95 

Microdesign 2 £39.00 ProScan 8 free gift £179.95 



MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - PLEASE 
SEND S.A.E. FOR FREE CATALOGUE 



■ :HHMJ-.M^MIIIH:l-^ 

Three titles now available by renowned programmer, 

Geoffrey Childs. 

"PCW: BASIC TUTORIAL"! An Interactive Disk 

based course of 6 lessons. Ideal for the novice 

includes a mini extended basic £13.95 

"PCW: PEEK & POKE" an advanced course of 

1 5 chapters, complete with exercises £12.95 

"PCW: STREAMLINED BASIC" Much valuable 

information not to be found elsewhere - improve 

your programming techniques. Complete with 

disk full of sample programs. £1 8.95 



FREE SOFTWARE FROM THE PUBLIC 
DOMAIN - OVER 1 50 DISKS £4.95ea 



Utilities, Programming Languages, Databases Editors, 
Graphics, Games, Tutorials, Basic programs. We have 
the largest selection of Clip Art for DTP users, All 
formats: Microdesign 2, Stoppress, Desktop Publisher, 
Newsdesk Int. and Print Master ■ All £4.95 per Disk 
G/101 PRINTMASTER - Your own Printshopfor 
PCW8256/8512 or PCW9512 with Dot matrix, Print 
Letterheads, Signs, Banners. Calendars includes 120+ 
Graphics and 8 fancy fonts. 

G/114 PRINTMASTER GRAPHICS 2.000 Pics lor use 
with G/101 on four disks. 

G/116 MICRODESIGN & STOP PRESS GRAPHICS 
Over 2.000 files stored on 1 6 disks alphabetically. 
DO YOU NEED A GRAPHIC FOR YOUR DTP? Send 
a large SAE for FREE catalogue OR Telephone 0384 
66269 for same day post. 



HIGH QUALITY DISKS 



QUANTITY 

Panasonic 3" Uncased 
Maxell 3" Uncased 
Maxell 3" Cased 
Amsoft 3" Uncased 
Amsofl 3" Cased 
Rigid 3" Plastic Cases 
Disk Labels 3' 
31/2- Disks 
51/4" Disks 



5 

eio.95 

£9.45 
£11.95 
£9.95 
£12.95 
£3.50 
£0.45 
£4.95 
£2.50 



10 

£17.95 

£18.25 

£21.50 

£17.50 

£23.95 

£6.45 

£0.85 

£7.95 

£4.95 



20 

£35.00 
£34.50 
£42.25 
£34.50 
£47.00 
£11.45 

£1.50 
£14.95 

£9.50 



50 

£83.00 
£85.00 

£104.00 
£85.00 

£115.00 
£25.00 
£2.50 
£35.00 
£22.00 



DISK BOXES - HOLD 3" OR 3l/2" DISKS 



30 CF2 Capacity £7.95 - 60 CF2 Capacity £11.95 

Both sizes complete with dividers, keys etc. Small 5 capacity 

Box £2.95 Holds CF2 only. 3 - Head Cleaning Kit £4.95 



HIGH QUALITY RIBBONS FROM £2.99 



PCW8256/8512 PCW9512 

Black Fabric £2.99 £2.99 

Carbon Film (black) £4.25 £2.99 

Coloured Fabric £4.95 £4.95 

RED. BLUE, GREEN. BROWN. ORANQE. PURPLE AND YELLOW 

Most cassette ribbons available. Phone tor prices. 
Ribbon Reink £12.95 



CONTINUOUS PAPER & LABELS 



PAPER - FANFOLD, MICROPERFED, 70 GSM 
A4 QTY £ 11"x9v2" QTY 

Whitebond 200 £5.95 
Whitebond 500 £8.95 
Whitebond 1.000 £14.95 
Whitebond 2,000 £20.95 



£ 

Whitebond 500 £7.95 

Whitebond 1,000 £13.95 
60 gsm White 2,000 £19.95 



LABELS - FANFOLD, QUALITY LABELS WONT JAM PRINTER 
1 ACROSS 1,000 2,000 8,000 

23/4X1716 £6.45 £11.95 £37.00 

3i/2X&<i6 £5.45 £10.50 £35.00 

3i<2X 17/16 £6.45 £11.95 £39.00 

PCW DUSTCOVERS from £8.95 per seat 



REMEMBER, OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY! 



Case in Point 




Screen test 

Not only is Pcler a 
<kil> hand with i lie 
scripts, he is also a 
freelance director 
and teaches courses 
in video techniques. 
The number to ring 
if you want to enlist 
his services is 
(0272)732267 



Style counsel 

The fonts that Peter 
Carpenter put to 
such good use are all 
availahle from 
Locomotive software 
on one disc. They are 
available for the 8000 
scries printer and a 
24 pin printer (except 
the later does not 
include the Modern 
font ). The price for 
the fonts disc is 
E35.19 (including 
VAT) and the 
number to ring is 
(0306)740606. If you 
fancy trying your 
hand at learning to 
touch type, the 
program Peter was 
using was the lunkey 
Two Fingers to 
Touch Typing 
Conversion Course, 
by lansyst. It costs 
£24.95. and can be 
obtained by 
telephoning lansyst 
on (071) 607 5844 
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Fast Forward 

The ubiquitous video screen is rapidly emerging as the voice of the 
nineties. Yet what is going on behind the scenes? Karen Donaghay 
went to find out how the PCW is making its mark 



If you think that being a script- 
writer is all glamour and showbiz 
scandals, then think again. Or 
better still, talk to Peter Carpenter. 
He is a freelance writer and director with 
a distinctly down-to-earth approach. 

"Writing is a pain." he told us. 
suppressing a smile. "A horrible. 
horrible way to earn a living." Ah well, 
we've all heard of writer's block but is it 
really as bad as all that? "It's like laying 
an egg." he explained wiih a chuckle. 
"The only real satisfaction is when it's 
all finished," 

We can only conclude that Peter 
now spends most of his life in a slate of 
creative pain. He has successfully carved 
a niche in ihe world of script writing, 
and in doing so has entered a profession 
where closed doors are the name of the 
game. But then Peter was a determined 
man right from the start - when he 
bought his PCW. 

It was a symbolic moment. The 
PCW was to help him fulfil a lifelong 
ambition: he had always wanted to write 
a film but until then lacked the time or 
Ihe means to do so. "Without the PCW it 
would be impossible." he said. "Script- 
writing on a typewriter is so tedious and 
lime-consuming that I would never have 
finished." As it was. the project was 
completed in one month and ironically is 
still gathering dust in a drawer. The 
PCW. however, went on to become a 
vital part of his new career. 

"I was looking for a chance to work 
in film or video." he told us. Peter 
already an experienced user of a Snper-8 
video camera, and this, combined with 
his unflagging enthusiasm, was enough 
to land him his lirst offer - the chance to 
make a video for a museum. The budget 
was minuscule, but the lilm was a 
success. He had finally found his way in. 

The next step was to make other 
small videos, to give him the background 
thai he needed to approach a major video 
company. Much to his surprise they 
actually gave him a job - writing and 
researching scripts - and as his career 
took a shift towards writing, his PCW 
became more useful than ever before. 

First impressions 

Peter relies on his PCW right from the 
word go. The moment he hears of a new 
video, he starts to make notes in 
LocoScript. Training and promotional 
videos are common requests, and the 
scripts which accompany them require 
the inclusion of a great deal of factual 
information. 




"1 make notes on anything and 
everything." said Peter. Any vague ideas 
for a storyline are put down. He makes 
copious notes on the points that he has to 
cover. After a period of intensive 
research, he prints out all of his notes 
and then, with these by his side, starts to 
write the treatment. 

"The treatment is what sells the 
idea." Peter told us. " In a short space of 
lime, you need to tell a story and give 
people a clear impression of what the 
video would be like to watch." 

It may sound easy, but this can be 
the most painful part of the whole 
process. Sometimes inspiration strikes. 
"At other times." said Peter. "I have to 
rack my brains. In the end you just lash 
yourself to the PCW and start writing." 

Budgeting requirements are also 
floating around in his mind at this time. 
How many days of shooting will (here 
be? Could the video be dramatised? Is 
the information going to be presented via 
a voiceover or an interview? 

It's a lot to take into account and we 
wondered how Peter ever managed to 
make any decisions. "In the end I 
concentrate on the audience." he 
explained. "I try to focus on what they 
need to know." 



If the treatment is accepted then Peter 
can begin work on the script. Often his 
original treatment can be adapted to form 
the basis of his first draft. "I sometimes 
take blocks and paste them straight into 
the script." he explained. 

Although he no longer believes in 
using one standard form for his scripts. 
Peter does have strong views on how it 
should look. "On lirst sight it needs to be 
well laid-out and easy to understand." he 
said. This of course is where his choice 
of machine comes into its own. 

"When you are using the PCW to 
write scripts you need to use it to the 
maximum. Once you have mastered it - 
and it does take time - then you are 
saved the hassle factor." 

In his quest to understand 
LocoScript. Peter left no stone unturned. 
Templates, fonts and italics are all at his 
disposal and his scripts have the mark of 
a true devotee. 

"When I lirst invested in the PCW. I 
started seeing it everywhere. " he told us. 
"I'd look at someone else's work and 
instantly recognise it as a LocoScript 
document. Then I would want to know 
what type of fonts they were using." 

Peter is now a fonts expert and uses 
Finesse for most of his scripts. "It has an 



attractively chunky look and makes a 
scrip! seem ralher more elegant."' he said. 
Bui this wasn't all. 

"Modern I use for invoicing because 
it is business-like. I use Standard font for 
my letters and Definite I lind perfect for 
labels - but don't ask me why. Capital I 
use quite often for teaching materials 
when 1 need big. bold letters." 

Peter has a strong dislike of pitch 12. 
"It is far too small for most types of 
printing." he complained. He prefers to 
use the more assertive pitch 10. 

Tapping resources 

It is the linishing touch to a highly 
personalised look. Yet there is one area 
where Peter is lacking. Oddly enough he 
admits to having virtually no typing 
ability - a confession that is confirmed 
by the tell-tell signs of coloured stickers 
on his PCW keyboard. They reveal that 
he is at an advanced stage of the Two 
Fingers to Touch Typing course, 
although he describes his recent attempts 
- using the little lingers - as "agonising". 

Since he is a far from accomplished 
typist, he is eternally grateful to 
LocoScript. Not only did it rescue him 
from the frustrations of re-typing and 
Tippex. but it also removed him from a 
far greater horror - his own handwriting. 

"I actually think I will lose the 
ability to write by hand quite soon." he 
quipped. "My handwriting is so bad that 
its only use is as a secret code that 
nobody else can crack." 

Peter is particularly grateful for 
LocoScript's ability to handle phrases. 



"Having phrases is wonderful when you 
are writing a script." he revealed. "You 
have to write names down over and over 
again. And then they have to be in 
capital letters in the middle of the page, 
and underlined. Imagine having to do 
that on a typewriter for the hundredth 
time. It would be so laborious" 

Instead, he can create a stored phrase 
for each character's name -so. for 
instance, storing the name Peter under 
'P' only requires him to press | PASTE] 
[P] and the name is summoned to the 
appropriate place in the text. 

"It's wonderful." he enthused. "The 
name pops up in the middle of the 
screen, in capitals and underlined - it is 
perfect every time". 

Such clever use of LocoScript 
actually allows him to be a better and 
faster writer. Or as Peter put it. "instead 
of the boring repetitive parts of writing. I 
can concentrate on the creative side - 
getting ideas down before I lose them." 
This can only be good news for Peter. 
and good news for the end result. 

Even so. preparing the script is still a 
long way from the filming stage. Peter 
often re-writes it several times before 
releasing it. It is then left to the mercy of 
his video-matic peers. 

""Everybody thinks they are a writer. 
You are the writer but the producer is a 
writer as well, the director is a writer and 
sometimes even the cameraman is a 
writer." Usually, the script is left more or 
less in its original form and Peter has the 
satisfaction of seeing his work produced 
by a whole team of professionals. 




Peter Carpenter preparing a script for a 
training video. "The only real satisfaction is 
when it's all finished.'" 



"It's an odd feeling of power. When the 
script is finished, all these people come 
together: directors, actors, producers, 
lighting people, sound-recordists, 
cameramen and mixers. They all make 
the video in a certain way because that is 
what you decided." 

Encouraged by his success in the 
video world. Peter is now planning 
another marathon for his PCW. Feature 
film number two is in the pipeline and 
we wish him every success. 

Who knows? The next box-office 
smash may be written in LocoScript 
Finesse, pitch size ten! • 




A typical video for Peter Carpenter is one that 
promotes a range of products. Peter cited one 
such case: the product in question was designed 
to re-paint cars and the company sales-force 
were slightly bemused by the entire range. 
Peter's task was to explain the products to them 
by writing a short video script. He told us more. 

"Initially, I talked it over with the producer, 
and we came up with the idea of using a suit of 
armour as a metaphor. I wasn't completely happy 
with this and on the way home. I suddenly had 
another idea. 

"I pictured the video as a sort of comedy 
drama. The producer approved the idea, and the 



CANDID CAMERA 

initial treatment was written very quickly. The 
basic idea was to make the audience laugh at 
their own lack of knowledge, and so the storyline 
is based on a complete twit who has just driven 
his car into a bollard. 

"He leaves it at a garage to be repainted and 
meanwhile goes home to redecorate a room in 
his house. I began to look for parallels. The car is 
sanded down. At the same time he is sanding 
down his woodwork. A primer is used in both 
cases and so on. 

"The video cuts between the two scenes, 
except he is the kind of person who does 
everything wrong. He uses the wrong kind of filler 



and wonders why it keeps falling out. Meanwhile, 
the car is being painted by an expert. 

"Decorating at home is something people 
can relate to and so this is a simple way of 
helping people to understand what each product 
is for. Also it means that, rather than a stream of 
facts, there are regular breaks - something funny 
that reinforces the point. This is not a new idea, 
but it does work. 

"Television is not an ideal medium for factual 
information because the viewer can't skim back 
and double check something. If you want people 
to understand and remember, then you need to 
tell them at least twice in different ways." 
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1IAN is trying to fill holes in the wall and repair the danage he's 
done to the plasterwork. but the filler keeps coning out again. *> 
In the bodyshop, the fillers are being nixed. *> 

BRIAN is on the phone to his wife who explains that he's using 
ie wrong tgpe. Looking rather crushed he heads out to the 
e, passing the. garage on the way.* 1 

■ noney and 

Back hone, having succeeded with his new wall filler, BBIAK is trying 

i. His 



rather than renove it.*' 

The Tack Bags being used in the bodyshop prove far nor e effective in 

preparing a surface for painting. f 

The actual sequence of doing the fainting will be kept brief, nixing 

between the work on the car and the work on the roon; the first being 

careful and thorough, the second being alarnmgly haphazard with both 

wall and decorator getting a coating, Reference is nade to the wide 

range of Pro-natch paints. f 

He see nasking tape and other covering naterial being used during the 

painting process and the products are described, as are the sealers.** 

Frustrated with his attenpt at doing the wall, BRIAN has noved on to 

the windows. He considers hinself very clev— ' 



sufficient foresight to open the windows before he paints then. His 
gloss paintwork looks streaky and limpy.** 

At the bodyshop, finishing touches are being done: the surfaces are 

dembbed with waterproof paper and the paintwork and windows are 



The treatment is a blueprint of the final script. The telephone 
scene, shown in the photograph opposite, is first described 
here. The treatment took Peter one and a half days to write 
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i is. on me pnone - tie's just had a call fron his wife. He is 
covered in dust fron head to foot and lunps of filler are stuck to 
his junper. He's trying to brush sone of the dirt off as he talks.*" 
(Layout) e 

BRIAhV 

Yeah, it's all been going pretty well so far,.,,. 

Hell, I had a bit of hassle with the wood filler, 

«jst doesn't want to stay in (-Italic)(Defensive>(*Italic) 
lere's no need to start getting at ne. I followed 
the instructions to the letter like you 

said Nnn, I've got the packet here....t> 

(Layout) f 
He reads fron the back of it.f 
(Layout)* 1 

BUHc 

It says "Supernix Filler - the only one you need for 

all DIY jobs fixing up (-Italic)(Hesitates>(*Italic)...errr.,,for 

fixing up..unrtn — .plasterwork. V 

(LayouT)* 1 
He looks crushed. He visibly begins to stoop. f 
(Layout)*" 

BBIAhV 

...No. ..No, I don't suppose it would really.... 

Bight, I'll pop up the road and get sone of that 

then,*" 

(Layout)** 



The layout of the final script is designed for clarity and is 
chosen from Peter's collection of templates. The script itself 
took four days to write 
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VERDICT: A fascinating book on PCW graphics, which 
will appeal to beginners and experienced programmers 



There is a commonly held belief lhal you 
can't "do' graphics on the PCW. This 
book sels out to shatter thai belief. 

For a start, it is quite obviously pos- 
sible to "do - graphics on the PCW. 
Games and DTP packages use them as a 
vital pan of their operations. They may 
not always be fast, but they are there. 

The real problem with graphics is 
programming them. Most professional 
programs produce their graphics using 
machine code. But the average BASIC 
pundit has neither the time nor the skill 
to devote to such antics. 

Surprisingly enough, though, there is 
an alternative, and it is an alternative that 
is available to every person who owns a 
PCW. GSX, the Graphics System 
extension, lurks on your CP/M discs 
(side 4 of the 8000, and the 'XMX) master 
disc). It can easily be incorporated into 
your everyday BASIC.COM lile as an 
extension, and then called up whenever 
necessary to provide pictures. 

But it is a rather contorted system, 
and in view of this it is little wonder lhal 
GSX has been largely ignored. "Picture 
Processing on the Amstrad 8256/85 1 2'. 
however, aims to change all this. Starting 
from the basics, it progresses through 
concepts and techniques, examining and 
overcoming problems as it does so. In 
the end. with the use of the author's own 
separately available DRAWMON pro- 
gram, you will find yourself producing 
some very impressive 3D designs. 

Bui before we can run. we must 
learn to walk. The book falls into two 
parts, and it is only after we have been 
introduced to the way GSX works in the 
first part that we can move on to 
DRAWMON itself. 

Graphic interlude 

Firstly we are introduced to a short his- 
tory of PCW graphics, and then to GSX 
itself, with a summary of how to load il 
into (he computer and a discussion of its 
main areas of operation. This can get a 
little technical, with lots of new jargon 
being bandied about: but it is worth 
sticking with - the ideas become much 
easier when put into practice. 

And of course, the best way of 
pulling them into practice is in programs. 
Not every GSX application needs a con- 
trolling program the size of DRAW- 
MON. and the first half of the book 
offers a large number of smaller type-in 
programs which will produce increas- 
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SIGMA 

The mysteries of GSX explained in. er, 
graphic detail... 

ingly more complex pictures. This has 
the by-product of introducing BASIC. 

For programmers of all levels, this 
should prove interesting. The programs 
are easy to follow, but al the same time, 
tackle some Important problems. Both 
beginners and ihe more advanced will 
benelit from studying them. Quite apart 
from anything else. Ihe type-in part of 
the book is an insight into the workings 
of Ihe PCW, and is a valuable asset from 
lhal point of view. But it also carries out 
its main objective, and produces a handy 
means of making simple drawings and of 
plotting some very convincing graphs. 
So even if you do nol wish to lay out 
money on buying (he DRAWMON disc, 
the book will almost certainly have 
proved its worth. 

Bui by now you will probably be 
intrigued, at the very least, to find out 
what this program which you've been 
building up loean actually achieve. 
You'll also have been spurred on by the 
picture of a bi-plane seen in 3D from 
several different angles, and by the 
magnificent representation of a cathe- 
dral, hidden away in the middle of the 
book. 

And so you will move on to the sec- 
ond half of the book. This is basically a 
tutorial for the DRAWMON program, 
along with its sister. PRINTPIC (the eas- 
ily forgotten, but still vital, printer driver 
part of the package), although it does 



also contain some discussion of how and 
why the program is as il is. 

This is because ihe program does 
have its Haws. When dealing with large 
amounts of information, which has to go 
through myriad calculations, the process 
is slow, and iherc is always Ihe remote 
possibility of a crash. 

Entering information is not easy, 
either. Mosl DTP and graphics packages 
let you enter your information using ihe 
cursor as a pencil - pul il down and draw 
a line. DRAWMON. however, can't do 
this - it uses its cursor as a pointer. The 
data has to be fed in in terms of the co- 
ordinates themselves, either freehand or 
by alerting Ihe computer to ihe current 
cursor position. 

This will mean, especially when 
entering information for a 3D drawing, 
thai you will have had to think through 
your design carefully beforehand. 

On ihe plus side, the program will 
allow you (and the book explains how) 
to do many of the things lhal other 
graphics packages allow. Most notable is 
the library facility, in which small sec- 
lions which are likely to be of use al a 
later dale can be stored. 

Error warning 

There are a few warnings which should 
lie issued with Ihe book, however. The 
first is that Iherc are a number of priming 
errors. The manual for the DRAWMON 
disc comes with a list of errata, amend- 
ments to be made to account for updates 
in the program. 

But there is no mention of ihe errors 
in the lype-in listings (REM lines which 
actually include lines of program, file 
names being incorrectly given), or of the 
fact that some of the illustrations seem to 
have become transposed. 

Another quibble concerns the way 
the book and disc are distributed - some 
people may well feel that il is a little 
inconsiderate that ihe book and the disc- 
have to be bought separately. Would not 
a combined package have been better? 

This book will appeal most to those 
who have an interest in programming. 
Those who warn to produce the occa- 
sional complex picture - for design, 
engineering, architectural or whatever 
reasons - will also find the book of use. 
One beauty of the system for somebody 
who knows about computer program- 
ming is that the code itself is very acces- 
sible, and clearly written - easily 
amended to lit a given requirement. 

Bui one sel of people who will be 
excluded from the full benefits of the 
DRAWMON system are PCW95I2 
owners. They suffer, not only from the 
daisywheel printer, but also from the 
paradoxical fact that the more advanced 
GSX system supplied with their com- 
puter will not leave enough room for the 
package to work. More advanced, then, 
is not always better! • 








In 1989 we launched Flipper 2 Plus, a program that could split 
your PCW between CP/M and Locoscript 2 (or between two 
lots of CP/M - or even between two lots of Locoscript 2, if you 
had enough memory). It could whisk you from one side to the 
other in as little as two seconds, without losing your place. 
Impressive stuff, you might think - until you saw its replacement. 

The all-new Flipper 3 can do 
everything Flipper 2 Plus 
could, and a whole lot more 
besides. Why just divide 
your PCW in two? If you've 
got enough memory, Flipper 
3 can split your machine into 
as many as eight separate 
sections, each one of them a 
complete CP/M or Locoscript 
2 set-up, and each one just 
seconds away. 
Flipper 3 is flexible. You choose how many sections to create, 
how large to make them and what to put in them. If you change 
your mind halfway through a session you can pool several small 
sections into one big one, or split a big section down into several 
small ones - without affecting anything else you're doing. 

Above all, Flipper 3 is easy to use. There's a menu system to 
make things simple, and a thorough manual to keep them that way. 
Even installing Flipper 3 is easy: it comes on a self-booting disk 
which you can back up and use immediately. 

If you're still rebooting your machine every time you need to 
get between CP/M and Locoscript 2, or quitting your spreadsheet 
every time you want to check your database, there's really no 
excuse. 



i 

I Please send me: 
I 




Flipper 3 • I enclose a cheque.'PO lor £34.95 
Foreword - 1 enclose a cheque/PO lor £44.95 
Flipper 3 8 Foreword - 1 enclose a cheque/PO lor £69 
Please upgrade the enclosed Flipper masler disk lo Flipper 3 lor the 



-82568512. -9512 



I enclose a cheque/PO lor £10 

I've ordered Foreword above, so I'm entitled lo a Iree upgrade. 
NB: you musl specify machine type when ordering upgrades. 
Prices include UK postage and packing, and VAT at 17.5V Please make all cheques payable to Software Imperative 



Name: 

Address: . 



Postcode: 



Mail this coupon to: 

Software Imperative, 11 Chapel Row, Queen Square. Bath. BA1 1HN 



We still sell Foreword - the word pre-processor. Whatever 
kind of writing you do - from lab reports to novels, from 
sermons to dissertations - you'll find Foreword makes 
the job quicker and easier. Don't waste time planning things on 
paper first: start typing your ideas into Foreword straight away, 
and the structure of your piece will develop naturally as you go. 

Break a topic down into 
*"' *' ' * - manageable chunks, 

flesh them out with text, 
and shuffle them around 
as your ideas take shape. 
Don't worry about getting 
bogged down in details: 
Foreword's "Hide" 
function lets you fold 
your text away until only 
section headings or 
chapter titles show up on 
screen. Eight levels of detail give you complete control over 
how much or how little of the whole piece you look at. With 
Foreword you can see the wood and the trees. 

That's not all. Whether you're rewriting one paragraph or 
scrolling over a 20,000-word essay, you'll find Foreword is 
astoundingly fast. It can go from top to bottom of a 64K 
document in 3 seconds, or word-count the whole thing in 11 
seconds. 

Foreword can share memory with Locoscript 2 or CP/M, 
letting you switch backwards and forwards in just 1 second. It 
can take up as little as 112K of memory, or as much as your 
PCW has got. It can edit up to eight documents at once. It works 
with Flipper 2 Plus and Flipper 3. It's easy to install and use, with 
a 40-page manual that caters for beginners and experts alike. No 
wonder 8000 Plus magazine rated Foreword 20/20! 



Flipper 3 - £34.95 inc VAT 

Foreword - £44.95 inc VAT 

Flipper 3 & Foreword • £69 inc VAT (saving over £10). 



Flipper 3 and Foreword both require at least 512K ol memory, to use the programs together, 
or with non-tegal CP/M programs like Mini Office and MicroDesign II, extra memory is 
essential Both programs support current versions ol Locoscript 2 - V2.16 or later - and alt 
versions ol CP/M. Hard drives, non-standard disk formats and foreign-language keyboards 
may cause problems • please check before ordering. 

Soltware Imperative. II Chapel Row. Queen Square, Bath, BA1 1HN, proprietor A.J.Wilton, 
let (0225) 425315 

All trademarks acknowledged. 
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Match Maker 

Apparently it all started with notches carved on to a stick. Now cricket 
scoring has moved to the computer. Martin Le Poidevin investigates. 
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Scorecard 

Sticky Dog Software 
46 Avondale Rd, Bath BA1 3EG 
£19.95 (£14.95 without 
Scoring chart) 

The start of the cricket season resurrecls 
many traditional sounds of the English 
countryside. The crack of leather on 
willow, the quiet splosh of ball in village 
pond, the gentle susurration of munched 
cucumber sandwiches (crusts removed). 
- all these are familiar to men and 
women up and down the leafy glades of 
the British Isles. 

So too is the clink of glasses in the 
village pub once stumps have been 
drawn. And that is when the talk begins: 

"I tell you I scored 1 42. including 27 
sixes over the church roof." 
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The main screen of the program is easy to 
read, giving the up-to-the-minute details that 
you would hear in a live commentary 



"No you didn't. You got a duck in every 
innings. It's on my computer." 

What's this? A computer at a cricket 
match? One can sec the very pavilion at 
Lords quaking at the thought. 

Until now. the only computers which 
had been anywhere near a cricket match 
were the ones that produce complicated 
graphics on your TV screens. But with 
the arrival of Sticky Dog Software's 
Scorecard program, it could just be that 
the PC'W will itself become a cliche of 
English cricket, to rank alongside white 
flannels and rain clouds. 

The program is designed to take the 
complexity out of cricket scoring at all 
levels - from the village green to the 
Test Match - producing fast and accurate 
results. Easier said than done, because 
just as the game of cricket is renowned 
worldwide for its incomprehensibility, so 
its sub-arts of tea-making and scoring are 
also imbued with a high degree of 
mystique. A cricket scorcbook. fully 
completed, does a fair imitation of a 
computer program. 

So it is appropriate that il should be 
transferred to that medium, in a form that 
is neat, professional and above all 
extremely usable. 

Scorecard does just about everything 
that is asked of a scorcbook: analyses of 
batsmen's innings, ball-by-ball accounts 
of the bowlers' performance, fall of 
wicket and end of over scores, and much 
more besides - including, in the top price 
version, a facility for charting each 
scoring shot. But all this is achieved at 
no cost to accessibility. A knowledge of 
how cricket works is of course essential. 



but you don't need to know all the tine 
details of the rules, nor the myriad 
conventions of scoring. 

The basic display is easy to read, 
with the batting team given a box of its 
own on the left of the screen (with a 
summary of individual scores and the 
running total): below them is the 
summary of the bowling. Above the 
bowlers comes (he all important 'status' 
box. which is where all the current 
information is recorded. 

Results service 

Entering the result of a standard ball 
could not be simpler. If no run results, 
simply press the space bar. and a dot will 
appear in the box. If a run results, enter 
the correct number - up to 9. That in 
itself is an indication of the thoroughness 
of the program. 9 runs are possible (if 
unlikely) off one ball, given several 
overthrows and other mishaps. Entering 
any of these will automatically update 
the whole scoresheet. 

Il may happen that the result of a 
particular ball is a wicket. In a scorcbook 
this requires much to-ing and fro-ing 
around the page. Two keystrokes, 
however, are all that Scorecard usually 
requires. "O" - for "Out" (real scorers 
will know that it should be "W" for 
"Wicket", but Scorecard reserves "W" 
for "Wide") indicates that a wicket has 
fallen, and calls up a sub-menu with the 
main means of dismissal on it. 

Now pressing "B" for "Bowled" or 
"C" for "Caught" will tell the computer 
all it needs to know. And if it should 
happen that your batsmen should have 
fallen prey to a more exotic means of 
dismissal - handling the ball or 
obstructing the field, for instance - these 
options are available on a second menu. 
Again, the whole scoresheet will be 
thoroughly updated. 

And that means more than just the 
main screen. For there arc two other 
screens stored within the program, both 
accessible at any lime from through the 
function buttons. These give deeper 
analysis of both the batting and bowling 
tigures. (fl | summons the story of the 
balling displaying the traditional details 
of each scoring shot, and totalling the 
number of balls faced, the number of 
boundaries scored, and the details of 
fifties and hundreds. 

The bowling screen (under [O)) is 
where the full 'dot analysis' is stored, lis 
presentation on screen is not quite the 
same as in a scorcbook. being rows of 
dots rather than rectangles, but the effect 
is. if anything, clearer. Only one 
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bowler's statistics can be shown at any 
lime. A limitation, perhaps, bill nothing 
loo disastrous. 

Cricket scoring, especially at the 
village green level, is all too often a 
matter of dealing with very uncertain 
facts. This makes its two most powerful 
features all the more important - the 
"Undo' and 'Alter' facilities. With the 
'Undo' option you ean go all the way 
back to the start of the innings, 
unravelling everything as you do so. 

In practice, you are unlikely to have 
to go that far. since everything you 
'Undo' is lost; however, it may well be 
useful to be able to move back a eouple 
of balls in the over, to change something 
(perhaps you missed the umpire's signal 
of a leg bye). The "Undo facility can also 
be used rather eleverly to lengthen an 
over if the umpire has miscounted! 

'Alter' is just as useful- especially 
when you are unsure of the identity of 
player. Much easier to leave that space 
blank and come back to it later when you 
have aseertained the gentleman's name. 
Easily done using 'Alter'. 

The same situation may arise when a 
new bowler begins a spell. Scorecard 
will give any new bowler or batsman a 
number (eg. batsman 4, bowler 3) when 
they appear for the first time. It is 
possible to change this at any point, 
again with the result that the whole 
scoresheet will be updated. 

Playing by the rules 

To do all this the eomputer must achieve 
something that few human beings have 
achieved - it must understand the rules 
of cricket. Luckily, it understands them 
very well. It knows, for instanee. that no 
balls and wides are now added to the 
bowler's tally, as well as to the Extras 
column: it knows that an over cannot be 
split between two bowlers, and so will 
not allow you to do it: it knows that 
batsmen sometimes end up at the 
'wrong' ends (in 'run short' situations, as 
well as during run out and catch dramas); 
and it knows all about batsmen who had 
retired hurt coming back and resuming 
their innings. 

Seoreeard ean easily cope with all 
these, and seems to have the flexibility 
built in to get round all those other 
unlikely cases whieh have not yet arisen, 
even if you do have to resort to a little of 
what the manual tails 'jiggery-pokery' to 
get the required result. 

Not that this is of any use on a 
computer. You have to be able to print it 
out in one way or another. On the native 
PCW printer (8(XM) and 9(KK) series - 
15 1 2 owners would do well to consider a 
17 pilch print wheel, although this is not 
essential) this is no problem. |I"S] will 
give a menu of printing options, allowing 
you lo produce various complexities of 
output. Because of the regular saving of 
data an innings is stored on disc and ean 
printed out at any lime. 

The program, however, does not 
suppon any other printers. Is.lhis a 
handicap? No. nol really, because 
Scorecard intentionally produces files 
that can be read by word processors such 
as LocoScript and Pretext Not only does 
this mean that you can export your file 
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A printout from Scorecard, showing the more detailed batting analysis. Everthing which would 
normally appear in a scorer's book is there, including the runs scored with each scoring shot. 
But why the England selectors haven't picked that number 3 yet is quite beyond us! 



for tidying up in a word processor, 
before printing it out through the printer 
in the normal way: il also means that you 
can include the scorecard in. say. a 
match report for your local club. 

There is only one part of Scorecard 
thai the 9000 series printer cannot cope 
with - the scoring chart. For this reason 
the program is available in two versions 
- one with and one without the scoring 
chart oplion. But before 9512 owners 
throw up their hands in despair and 
prepare lo go without, they might like lo 
know that even without the extension 
(which serves to convert Ihe data into 
graphics codes that can be read by any 
Epson compatible printer) the position of 
each shot can be recorded. Ihe 
information stored, and printed oul when 
a dot matrix printer (and the Scoresheet 
extension!) are available. 

A powerful program, then, but there 
are a few quibbles. Scorecard is a good 
example of 'vertical' software; in other 
words, there is nothing else you can use 
il For besides scoring cricket matches! for 
instance table-lop cricket, or versions 
using dice or letters). 

Within the confines of cricket, one 
obvious omission is the lack of 
'Timings', either manual or automatic 
(scorebooks usually record the time at 
which innings began and ended). 
Finally, there is the problem that at 



REST OF THE WORLD XI - Bowling 



ASBRASS 7 overs, maidens, 2 for 47 

6. 71 runs per over 



, .2 

. if 


r. 1 

, 16 


' - 


4. ■ 

V. . 


1*. 


64. 

. .2 


1 . . 
1 t . 


1-3 


1-17 


1-22 


2-27 


2-32 


2-** 


2-4? 



AU VERKE 4.5 overs, maidens, 1 for 28 

1 no ball 5.79 runs per over 
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Despite the modern technology, the best way 
of representing the bowlers' performance is 
still deemed to be the 'dot ball' in a square 
box. A 9512 will produce a similar output 

present each innings is viewed as a 
single entity. There is no means of 
collecting and collating the information 
from more than one innings to provide, 
for instance, a season's averages. On the 
other hand, the files that Scorecard 
produces are clearly structured, and 
could be manipulated using BASIC. 

Despite this, the program could see 
your side quickly scoring its way into Ihe 
computer age. We just wonder what Dr 
WG Grace would have made of it all. Or 
did he have a PCW hidden in his beard? 



HAVE YOU GOT THE POWER? 



One obvious question is how to get the 
power to your PCW In the score box. If 
you're not able to pirate the plug 
normally used for the tea kettle, perhaps 
you could consider using a car battery. 

Surprisingly enough, it is possible to 
run a computer from a battery. You'll 
need something to modulate the current, 
of course, and for this an 'Inverter' is 
ideal. Sedge Systems in Taunton are 
among those who can supply you with 
one. Their inverter costs approximately 



£110 plus VAT. They can be contacted at 
The Old Squire. North Curry, Taunton 
TA3 6LX, telephone (0823) 490198 (fax 
0823 491026). John Driver of Sedge will 
also be very happy to talk to anyone 
who's interested. Just watch out for those 
rain showers! 

And if you're into having everything 
automated, it shouldn't be too difficult to 
link the computer up to an electronic 
scoreboard - if you have the expertise 
that is - please don't ask how! 



SCORECARD 


Pluses 


Minuses 


▲ Fast, powerful and efficient 


T Only applies to cricket! 


▲ Understands the rules of cricket 


T No aggregates or season averages 


▲ Easily readable output 


Range of features 4/5 


A Files can be imported into your favourite word 


Documentation 5/5 


processor 


Ease of use 5/5 


▲ Score chart option gives interesting factual 


Performance 5/5 


output 


8000 Plus Value Verdict 19/20 
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EXIT 



your standard 82 key PCW keyboard and 



ENTER 



the new full size 102 key enhanced PCW102 keyboard from Teqniche. 
With improved key action, touch typist styling and dedicated software 
quick keys you could increase your computing productivity by as much 
as 20%. Manufactured to exacting standards each PCW 102 is guar- 
anteed for over 1 million individual key strokes, and priced at only £79 



it costs less than a replacement Amstrad keyboard. So isn't it time to 



wasting time and start using the PCW102. 




Once you've tried it, we feel sure that you won't want to 



RETURN 



□ rTTT1FT-T7-irTTTi rr-T-1l 



to your old keyboard. 



T M>M*|.|'M.| II r 


[TTT 


5JM-I III 1 . 


l-l-M 


Dl I II M II f 111 


niii i i ri'i i i i- 


rl-h 1 - 





Teqniche is the only manufacturer to 
offer a keyboard enhancement pro 
duct for the PCW 8256/8512/9512. In- 
stallation is easy - just plug the PCW 
102 into the existing port used by your 
old keyboard. Once installed you can 
enjoy the benefits of an Industry stan- 
dard enhanced layout that has been 



specially adapted for PCW users. Featur- 
ing separate function keys for software, 
separate numeric keypad, feelers on" F" 
and "J" and separate pull down menu 
keys. Plug in a PCW102 and enhance the 
performance of your PCW. 
Call Pan Euro for the name of your 
nearest Teqniche dealer. 



Pan Euro Limited, 8 Craven Court, Winwick Quay, Warrington WA2 8QU, 
England. Telephone: (0925) 234170 Facsimile: (0925) 234160 



if* teqnichel 



Head Start 



Incorporating impressive text headings into your documents couldn 't 
be simpler with Headings Omnibus. Brian Holley investigates 



Headings Omnibus 
% G 



. 



Headings Omnibus 

£11.95 

ORB SYSTEMS, 125 Algernon 

Road, London SE13 7AP 

Users of LocoScripI can now benefit 
from a lexl utility that, for the last couple 
ol years, has only been available to 
Protexl users. 

Headings Omnibus produces high 
quality headlines in two different pitches 
and several fonts. Its original and 
somewhat obscure title was ps-Headings. 
the "ps" being from a Protexl command 
which loaded it. The new version is 
called Headings Omnibus, because 
anyone can use it - even WordStar and 
NewWord users. 

Orb Systems have dared to produce a 
commercial program in Mallard BASIC 
which makes it a little slow. However, 
the program does a good job. it is 
flexible, and it comes with an impressive 
manual - even though it is on disc. 

Font-astic! 

Headings Omnibus produces large type 
headings. These can be left or right 
justified, or centred and underlined. Two 
sizes of character are available and the 
program comes with two pre-defined 
fonts. ALGOR and ORBED ('cold' and 
'rounded' respectively). 

The advantage of Headings Omnibus 
over previous versions is that it is now 
possible to create fonts. These can be 
saved in a file and used again and again 
in the creation of headings. Headings can 
be placed very accurately on the page 
using micro-spacing techniques. 
fortunately users are protected from the 
mathematics concerned and have merely 
to respond to screen prompts. 

Experts may become very frustrated 
by the more basic instructions such as 
"Switch the machine on if it isn't on 
already". However, by getting down to 
this level Jonathan Baylis of Orb has 
ensured that the most novice user should 
be able to cope. 

A lot of the instructions are aimed at 
the LocoScripI user, so those using other 
systems will need to translate. 
Unfortunately, in this first edition there 
are several places where it is not made 
clear whether the instructions refer to 
LocoScripI menus or Headings Omnibus 
menus. This seems to be the kind of 
programming glitch likely to be ironed 
out well before the finished version is 
released on to the market - which will be 
at the time of going to press. 
The master disc supplied is copy- 



protected which means thai you have to 
create a working disc from within 
Mallard BASIC. There are two systems, 
depending on whether you arc running a 
single disc drive PCW8256 or double 
disc drive 85 1 2. There are no 
instructions for 95 1 2 owners. 

You can create a file on a double 
disc drive 8526 without difficulty. It is 
suggested that if a large enough m:drive 
is available, the program should be run 
from there. Copying can be done by 
using the CP/M utility PIP.COM or by 
choosing the 'Run from Drive M' menu 
option within Headings Omnibus. 

Entering the heading itself is 
a very straightforward matter of 
responding to screen prompts. 
For some reason, additional information 
needed to interpret the prompt is given 
above the prompt rather below it. This 
is baffling at first and definitely 
needs to be changed. 

The prompts enable you to choose a 
font (double or quadruple height), set the 
micro-spacing between letters, set the 
default length ruler, input the drive to 
which the heading file will be saved, 
decide the centre point on the page and 
how far down the page the heading 
should be printed. With the latter 
measurement, users can opt for the lop or 
bottom of the heading. 

Once the position and characteristics 
of Ihe heading have been defined the 
Text Editor enables it to be defined row 
by row. up to nine rows long. 
Press IEXTRA)|P| and a file is created. 
Everything is now ready for priming. 

On choosing ihe 'Print' option from 
the main menu, the system gathers its 
information through screen prompts. All 
the way through, default sellings arc pre- 
defined and these can be accepted by 
simply pressing | RETURN |. 

Opting in 

The Prinl option allows you to select 
bold, triple strike and underlining effects. 
The latter can be in one of several 
thicknesses, and the distance between the 
underline and the characters can be 
varied. However, with underline, all 
lines in the heading will be underlined. It 
is not possible to be selective. The 
blackness of emboldened triple strike is 
impressive, even with a fabric ribbon. 

There seems to be a little 
confusion between pilch and fonts 
in the manual. The two built-in fonts, 
A Igor and Orbed, can be produced 
compressed or wide, double height or 
quadruple height. Creating an original 
font or editing an existing one is 
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Lons dash <-• 

Block (i) 

Bullet <♦> 

Inhibit R-J itsxt.r).. 

Process headmj 

Abandon, to Hani Menu. 



Use the text editor to define the 
characteristics of the heading... 



H:ce.i;>: 

Delete last char.... 
Delete first cSr.., 
Lisert left of line. 

Delete liw 

Uideiete line 

Close us blank line. 



HEADINGS 

OMNIBUS 

from 

ORB SYSTEMS! 



...and produce a quadrupled sized orbed font - 
a heading which stands out from crowd! 



very easy, if a little time- consuming. 
Time-consuming from the computer 
point of view rather than (he user, since 
some file creation operations can lake 
nearly ten minutes. 

Font editing takes place in any word 
processor capable of creating an ASCII 
file. It consists of placing capital O's to 
form characters in the shape you require. 
These are used by Headings Omnibus to 
create a program file which generates the 
characters when printing a heading. 

Headings Omnibus is a cheap and 
cheerful font editing facility for those 
who don't want to gel into the 
complexities of desk lop publishing. 
It can be a bil slow, and swapping to and 
fro from word processor to Ihe program 
is a little frustrating. 

However, once the fonts have 
been designed, and the heading formats 
established, the system will prove to 
be of great value to those needing a 
quick, simple and cheap method of 
text presentation. » 
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The essential 
PCW purchase. 



mini (yFFICE 

PROFESSIONAL 

The 50,000-selling Mini Office 
Professional provides the ideal office 
automation package for your PCW. 
This upgraded version consists of: 
Wordprocessor, database (now with 
Ascii file import and export), spread- 
sheet (also with Ascii import and export), graphics and 
communications module (with auto-dial phone book). 

Whatever your requirements this 
value- for-money package has all the 
power you need. It also contains the 
All-In-One Business Computing 
book (worth £1 1.95) and a six page 
reference card to make this the best 
introductory business software you 
can buy. 



'In a class of its 
own... It has broken 
new ground in good 
program design and 
value for money' 

-8000 Plus 



A complete home office system for an unbeatable £39.99 



The Complete Desktop 
Publishing System 



Unleash the graphics 
potential of your PCW... 



Now you can create your own newslet- 
ters, tlyposters. adverts, letterheads, 
company reports and much more. This 
comprehensive desktop system will help 
you produce masterpieces with artwork, 
headlines, text and graphics exactly 
where vou want them. 



TheCemptat 

Desktop Publiihing System 



• 15 different fonts 

• 16 d i lie re nt shading 
patterns 

• Over 100 ready -to- 
usc illustrations 



Easy-to-use drop-down menus give 
you instant access to all the many 
facilities. This complete desktop 
publishing system includes the 
software, interface, mouse and 
manual - providing you with 
everything you need to create your 
own professional publications in no 
time at all. 



DTP at your fingertips for just £8 1 .99 



Please send me: |j Mini Office Professional at £39.99 

□ Desktop Publishing System at £81.99 

I enclose a cheque Tor £ _ Payable to Europrcss .Softu are 

p.\ |. Tree in the UK. 

IJ Please debit my Access/VLsa/ConnccI card number:- 

F.xpiry date: 



Name 



Address 



Posl Code 



Send to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, Busmen Pori, South Wirral 1.65 JEB 
24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE: 051-357 1275 



DESKING Three 

COMPACT & ERGONOMIC WORKSTATION FOR YOUR PCW 
Organising your PCW or PC 
is not easy. Either it takes 
over your desk or you just 
don't have enough space 
for everything. 
DESKING Three will take 
your PCW 8256/8512/9512 
complete with Printer & 
Paper in one mobile compact 
unit packed with ergonomic 
and safety features. 

• Keyboard VDU & Printer all 
independently height 
adjustable 

• Roll-out keyboard for comfort 

• Slide-out printer shelf 

• Paper tray & catcher 

• Cable tidy system 

• Lockable castors. 
DESKING Three is finished in 
dual tone satin grey to match 
your PCW and will usually be 

delivered directly to you within nj \(\ 

48 hrs at our special price of just T+i Q\3 • VAT 

FREE DELIVERY applies to mainland UK, other locations by agreement. 

ORDERING: CALL our 24 Hour HOTLINE NOW 

0993-883277 




PLC GOVT EDUCATIONAL S DEALER ORDERS 
WELCOME OS SEND PAYMENT TO- 
OT FAX 0993 883333 

OUR FREE CATALOGUE SHOWS A FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER 
FURNITURE, PRINTER SILENCERS & AMGARD SCREEN FILTER 



^oJImJIpMt] 

RootoryCourl OuW Hanborougri 
O*1ord0X7 2A8 00*3-80191? 
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Turn your mouse into a 
digitiser -for just £7.95! 



Do you want to trace photographs and sketches into your 
DTP/graphics package? You need Tracey! This precision- 
moulded transparent puck attaches to your PCW's mouse to 
give a quick visual guide of what you are tracing. Fixes to 
either side of the mouse for left or right handed use. 



• Removable when 
not in use 

• Ideal for AMX, 
Kempston and all 
flat-sided mice 

• Only £7.95 
including VAT 
and p&p 



"Brings greater accuracy to the reproduction of graphic 

images on the PCW " - 8000 Plus, Dec '90 

'If the rule that all the simplest ideas are the best is applied, 

then Tracey gets the prize" - Computer Shopper, Jan '91 

Cheque with order. Trade enquiries welcome. 

Side Wise Ltd (Dept 8K56), PO Box 4, 
Totnes, Devon TQ9 7EN 







Designer Page 

Designing the layout of a page for a newsletter needs plenty of careful 
planning - but you don't have to he Picasso to do it successfully. Alec 
Rae shows you how to develop your creative flair with Micro Design 2 



Micro Design 
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here are iwo ways of 
producing a newsletter page 
from MieroDesign 2. The 
easy way and the interesting 
way. And everything hinges on one 
setting - the mysterious Autoflow. 

Hidden away in the Formal sub- 
menu of Typesetting, there is little to 
suggest how useful this particular feature 
can actually be. 

Auloflow is common in many desk 
top publishing packages. It is. basically, 
the ability to 'How" text around graphics, 
without over-writing them. 

At its simplest it allows you to fill 
pages with the minimum ol effort. Just 
pick the number of columns you want, 
place the graphics, set Auloflow to Auto- 
Skip and let it do the rest. 

It will start filling the page from the 
point where you place the cursor to the 
end of the page (or to the end of the 
story, whichever comes first), filling 
each column on turn. 

While this is supremely simple it 
does make a page a little predictable. Il 
means that you really have to start in the 
lop left hand corner and load in stories, 
one after another to the end of the page. 

If you look at a newspaper page, 
however, you will see that stories are 
placed with precision. The position and 
the size of the heading combine to direct 
the reader's eye to what the editor 
considers to be the most important 
stories. This is not possible if you are 
using this simple method of loading text. 

But il is not immediately obvious 
how to design a page in the way that a 
normal newspaper is designed. That is 
until you discover the power of the Pause 
mode in Autollow. 

Pause on experience 

All this does is every lime you come to a 
piece of graphics, instead of jumping to 
the next available space, il pauses. This 
allows you to place the cursor (and 
therefore place the text) exactly where 
you want it to go. 

Immediately, all sorts of things 
become possible. For instance, look at 
any normal newspaper page. You will 
see that far from the design running from 
the top left hand comer, most newspaper 
designers work from the bottom up. 

Pages start with small stories being 
slotted in to the bottom corners of the 
page. For a single column story this is no 
problem. You can run it in to the lop of 
the column complete and then use Copy 
in the Design section to move the whole 



thing lo the bottom of the page. But a 
story spread evenly over Iwo or three 
columns al the bottom of a page is 
impossible without Pause mode. 

No mailer where you start the lext il 
will always jump to the lop of the nexl 
column if you are using Auloskip (or 
wilh Autollow off). But with pause you 
can start the How. sav. three inches from 



wilh the column setting lumed off and 
then I Plaint out the box in ihe Design 
section using white ink. Switch the 
column setting back on. and set Ihe lexl 
in columns below using the Pause mode. 

If you line it up carefully you can 
have an extremely effective double 
column introduction. 

fhe method can even be used to 



CAN THIS BE JUSTIFIED? 



One Important decision to make when 
planning any newsletter page is whether 
text should be Justified or Left-Align 

Justified Is the style normally used in 
newspapers where the words are spread 
out to fill the whole line. This is only used 
where you use quite narrow columns and 
gives the page a really 'newsy' look. 

Left-Align, sometimes known as 
Ragged Right, is the normal way you 
would set text. This page is set in Left- 
Align, Lines finish where they should 



the bottom of the page. When it 'pauses' 
at the fool of Ihe column you line up the 
cursor in the nexl column al ihe same 
height and stari again. 

Graphic detail 

The only thing you need lo remember 
is dial you need lo put some soil of 
graphic element above ihe headline of 
these slories lo slop them being 
overwritten. This could be no more than 
a line (drawn wilh Ihe 1 1, line feature in 
ihe Design section that you could rub 
out (using while ink on Ihe |P|ainl 
titilily) or il could be a fancy box or 
border that will make your page look 
more interesting. 

So when you are loading in the lexl 
in the top of the page the 'flow' will run 
until il comes against the piece of 
graphics and 'pause' allowing you lo set 
up Ihe nexl column. 

You can even create interesting 
effects al Ihe lop of ihe page using this 
feature. For instance, the classic double 
column introduction, so beloved of 
newspaper designers, is possible using 
Pause mode and the |B|ox facility in 
the Layout section. Il works jusi as 
well wilh the |R]eclangle feature in 
Design as you are Typesetting in Ihe 
Layout section and as you can draw 
boxes lo any size you wanl (|R|eclangles 
can't be bigger than Ihe size of Ihe 
Design window). 

You simply fill the box wilh text 



naturally, giving a 'ragged' effect to the 
right hand side of the column. 

This should be used if you are using 
wide columns or no columns at all. It is 
often used by magazines (such as 8000 
Plus for instance) to give a more varied 
effect to the design. 

Once you have decided on what style 
you want you should stick to it. Mixing 
justified and Left-Align on the same page 
can have a disconcerting - not to mention 
confusing - effect on the reader. 



create boxes anywhere on die page. 
These boxes (much loved in S(M)() Plus) 
can very effectively break up a page and 
make a long article much easier lo read. 
Always remember ihe useful ubiliiy 
in MieroDesign 2 to UNDO Ihe lexl. 
This means dial if al first you don't 
succeed in gelling ihe slory lo 111 you can 
try and try until you get fed up. 

Make your mark 

Also the Mark Text feature, which 
allows you lo edit text lo lil the space 
exactly is invaluable. Page design is 
often like a jigsaw puzzle, with the hard 
work of gelling all Ihe slories lo fil in the 
space available. 

The simple way of doing ibis is lo 
adjust the number of words. If your slory 
is short you can simply type in more, 
using the | W|rile feature. If il is loo long 
(and that happens more often than nol) 
you have die ubiliiy lo re-write the texl 
left lo cut il lo size. 

It is an unspoken rule in newspapers 
and magazines ihal you should write 
every slory wilh all the most interesting 
bits al ihe beginning and all the bits 
which could be cut out towards the end. 

This means lhat when a slory is too 
long all you need do is cut off die correel 
number of paragraphs al ihe end. making 
sure that die sense of ihe article is still 
preserved. Of course, life is never quite 
as easy as this, hut it is something worth 
bearing in mind. ► 
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1 Deciding fonts and effects 





Designing a page is always a compromise. 
Headlines and pictures get bigger when 
you have too little copy and smaller when 
you have too much. It is important to try to 
avoid the worst excesses of this tendency 
however. There are certain rules about 
page design that shouldn't be ignored - no 
matter what pressures there are on space. 

For a start everything should be 
readable. Headlines and body copy (the 
little text) should all be of a size that they 
can be easily deciphered. Fonts should 
also be chosen for the 'readability' rather 
than their innate beauty. 

Always use one of the standard body 
copy fonts for body copy and try to use it 
at its proper size. Adjusting fonts sizes 
can cause quite severe distortions, if you 
are not careful. 

And don't use too many fancy effects. 
The occasional use of bold or italics is 
fine. Use them every second paragraph 
and the page becomes impossible to read. 



Typesetting work begins in the text editor 
([EXIT] and [E]|. This is like a word 
processor, allowing you to write files of up 
to 10k (about 1900 words). However, it is 
probably simpler to write your stories in 
your favourite word processor and then 
load them in to the editor. 

If you LocoScript 2 or Protext, 
MicroDesign 2 will load the file without 
problem. If you use Wordstar, go first to 
the Options section ([EXIT] and [0]), move 
the big cursor box to the Textfile ■ ASCII 
type section and using the cursor keys 
and highlight the word Wordstar. 

Meanwhile, back in the Editor, loading 
a file couldn't be easier. Load the disc in 
the correct drive and press [f5] LoadFILE. 
If you press [RETURN] immediately it will 
only show files with names ending in .TXT. 
If you have saved your file with another 
extension [DELJete back to remove the 
TXT in Load Text A: '.TXT. All the files on 
the disc will be shown. Move the box over 
the file you want and press [RETURN]. 



When the text is loaded you can still mark 
blocks, move them about, copy them or 
delete them. Move the cursor to the start 
of the block and press [ALT] and [+] (the 
one beside the Space Bar). End them by 
pressing [ALT] and [-]. 

If you haven't already done so you can 
also mark up the text putting in bold, 
italics, underline or even setting parts of 
the text with different justification. 

Load up a relatively short story (100 
words or less) that you plan to put at the 
bottom of a page and set the first 
paragraph to bold. With the cursor at the 
beginning of the file press the [+] key. A 
list of letters will appear on the screen, 
giving you all the options. 

For bold you press [B], The file will 
immediately be highlighted (the text will 
be reversed - green on black). 

Move the cursor to the end of the 
paragraph and press [-]. The reversed 
section should now only cover the bit 
between the two markers. 
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Now move to the Layout section ([EXIT] 
and [L]). This is where you decide how 
many columns to use. For a newsletter it 
is always best to use columns. They are so 
much easier to read than having text 
straggling right across the page. However, 
don't be tempted to use too many. About 
three or four is ideal for an A4 page. 

Press [W] for Setwindow where you 
can set the number of columns. For this 
example choose the number four (press 
[RELAY] to get the long cursor box and 
the number four). 

As you do this you will see the main 
window in the Layout section divided up 
into columns. This will give you a good 
idea of where you want to place headlines 
and graphics. 

Also, check that the Dividers option is 
set to off. This is the feature that 
automatically draws lines between the 
columns - a real problem with more 
adventurous page designs. 



Now load up your masthead (the title of 
your newsletter) and graphics (your 
pictures). This is best done in the [LJayout 
section. It is always best to save the 
masthead as an area (.MDA) file. Then you 
use [fl] LoadAREA and place it at the top 
of the page. If you put in a date or issue 
number it is best to change it now in the 
Design section or you may forget. 

Load up your graphics in the same 
way. Even if they were saved as .CUT files 
you can load these in Layout by pressing 
[fl] twice and choosing the .CUT file 
option from the list. 

If you are not using graphics files but 
stripping in photographs after the page is 
printed, you simply create a box the size 
of the photograph and position it in the 
right place. 

If you want to see how the graphics 
are positioned in comparison to the 
column lines flick back quickly into 
Setwindow for a check. 



If you are wanting to use a typeface other 
than the standard 'Boot' font that is 
automatically loaded when you start up 
the program, you can load it now using 
[f3] LoadFONT and choosing the right file. 
HELVET12.MDF and TIMES12.MDF are 
both good for body copy. 

Press [T] for Typesetting. If it is really 
necessary you can adjust the size of the 
font [f7] or the spacing [f5] at this point 
although it is preferable not to. 

Instead press [f3] for Format. This is 
where you can decide whether the text will 
be Justified or Left-Aligned. As we are 
doing a 'newsy' newsletter choose RT- 
JUSTIFY. Remember that if you have 
inserted a code in the text setting this will 
override the command here. 

This same menu also allows you to 
choose the setting for the miraculous 
Autoflow. As we are being planning to be 
adventurous you will definitely want the 
setting at Pause 
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7 Loading a 



Now to load your first story. Press [T] for 
Typeset. The column markers should 
appear. Usually, you would dump it in the 
column you intend it to end up in - in this 
case, the furthest right. 

But in this example we have placed a 
picture just to the side of it, which might 
make it difficult to move the story around 
the page later on. 

Instead, place the cursor (a reversed 
L shaped object) near the top of the first 
column and press [PASTE]. The text that 
you worked on the in the text editor will 
then continue to load until it is finished. 

If you reach the bottom of the page 
before you have finished the text 
(whatever is left over will appear in 
reverse text in the bottom window) UNDO 
it, and start again higher up. 

To do this, click on the cross situated 
above the EXTRA keys box or 
alternatively, press [WORD]. Press [Y] to 
confirm and away it goes, ready to be 
loaded again another time. 
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8 Manipulating 



With the text fully loaded it is now time to 
move it around the page until it is in its 
correct position. [UNIT] brings up that old 
favourite - the Block OPs. Adjust the 
adjustable box around the text and press 
[f3] for Copy. 

You can then move this text anywhere 
you want to around this page. Of course, 
there are obvious pitfalls. You will want to 
place it properly inside a column and you 
will certainly want it to line up with the 
other text on the page so that it looks 
presentable. 

This is why we have used this method 
for a piece of text that is going in the 
bottom right hand corner of the page. 

It is so much easier to line things up 
here when you can call upon the base and 
the side lines as guides or rulers. 

If you find you are still slightly out you 
can always line it up later using the Copy 
function in the Design section - where you 
will be able to position things a great deal 
more carefully. 
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9 Adding headli 



Go into Design ([EXIT] and [D]) and add 
the headline with [W]rite. For a one 
column story, the font size mustn't be too 
big, or else it will look clumsy - but load a 
bigger font if you want. 

Remember to load your body copy 
font again before loading the next story. 

Draw a line above the heading (using 
the [L]ine command), so that any stories 
added later will not overwrite your hard 
work. Save what you've done in an ,MDA 
file in Layout. If things do happen to go 
wrong you won't need to start right from 
scratch again. 

In the text editor ([EXIT] and [E]| load 
another small story as before. Mark up the 
text and go straight back to Layout. 

This time, go to the first column on 
the left, place the cursor leaving enough 
space for what you think will be half the 
text and press [PASTE]. 

At the bottom of the column, the text 
will Pause. Line up the cursor in the 
second column and Go again. 
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10 Making the copy fit 
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11 Using double columns 



1 2 Completing the page 






You'll be lucky if it fits exactly. You could 
keep UNDOing and trying again but life is 
too short. Instead take the knife to your 
priceless prose. 

If you're short it's easy. Go into Design 
([EXIT] and [D]), choose [W]rite, switch the 
column markers on ([EXTRA] and the 
downward cursor key) and type away until 
the space is filled. 

If you are over you will see what text 
is left, highlighted in the bottom window. 
Pressing [RELAY] will allow you to get into 
the bottom window and make the 
necessary changes. 

You could delete the words you didn't 
want or adjust the end of the block by 
moving the cursor to the correct point and 
pressing [ALT] and [-]. Undo the last 
section of text and try out various 
combinations. Eventually you'll come up 
with the right number of words. 

Again use [W]rite in Design to add the 
headline and protect it with a [L]ine or a 
box [S]hapes and [R]ectangle. 



Now for the double column introduction. 
Obviously this is best suited to announce a 
long story, so load your lead - or main - 
story in the text editor and make the first 
paragraph bold ([ALT] and [B]). 

Back in Layout ([EXIT] and [L]) use the 
[B]ox command to draw a box the right 
size. You may have to try this out a few 
times, checking in Setwindow to see if you 
are right. The precise depth of the box is 
just a matter of taste. 

When you are finished, go into 
Setwindow again and change the column 
setting to one. 

Then place the cursor in the top left 
hand corner of the box and [PASTE]. The 
box will completely fill with text and pause 
when its full. 

And as you probably won't want a big, 
black box around your introduction, go 
into Design and use the [P]aint with white 
ink facility (accessible using [EXIT] and the 
downward cursor key) to remove the 
offending line. 



As soon as you are back in Layout 
remember to set the columns back to four 
again in Setwindow. 

Then it is simply a matter of filling In 
the spaces in the correct order. Every 
time the flow of text comes to a piece of 
graphics it will pause to let you reposition 
the cursor. 

With a longer story you may want to 
use a crosshead or two - those little 
headings that newspapers (and 8000 Plus) 
put in every four or five paragraphs. You 
can add these in the text editor or you can 
add them later using [W]rite. 

This time, if you have a substantial 
amount of text left over you can use the 
old 'Continued on page 33' trick. Adjust 
the text to leave one line at the end of the 
last column and add CONTINUED ON... in 
bold or italics. 

Save this page using SaveAREA, clear 
it with [C]learpage and start on the 
continuation page by loading the rest of 
your story. 




COMPUTING 



SHOWROOM HOURS 

9.0Oam - 5.30pm Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 

9.00am ■ 5.00pm Wed and Sat 

Telesales 9.00am - 5.00pm Mon - Fri 

ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 






AMSTRAD 
PCW RANGE 



Free maintenance kit & margin maker with 8256/8512 
PCW 8256 - 256k with monitor, single disc drive. 
keyboard and dot matrix printer £269.00 

PCW851 2 - 51 2k with green monitor, dual disc drives, 
keyboard & dot matrix printer £399.00 

Free sheet feeder & printer stand with 9512 
PCW 9512 - 512k with white monitor, single disc 
drive, keyboard, daisy wheel printer, Locoscript, 
Locospell & Locomail software £419.00 




CALL FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND 
SPECIAL CORPORATE OFFERS (0923) 243301 

Other Amstrad PCs and portables available. 

ALT286 £1299.00 ALT 386SX £1639.00 

FX9600T FAx machine £395.00 
Amstrad 3000 series 

12" mono 14" col 14" HRCD 
3086 Single drive £369.00 £449.00 £529.00 
3086 Dual drive £409.00 £489.00 £569.00 
30Mb HD £529.00 £609.00 £689.00 



PCW DAISYWHEELS (for 9512 only) 



Courier 10 
Mini Gothic 15 
Prestige Elite 12 
Rector 1 
Thesis PS 



Letter Gothic 10/12 
Orator 10 
Prestige Pica 10 
Script 12 
All at only £4.95 



Foreign print wheels available • call for prices 

CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICES ON PRINTER PAPER 

AND LABELS 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 



CHARGES: UK Mainland ; 

Normal Service H/W £6.00, 

Normal Service S/W £4.00, 

Next Day H/W £15.00. Next Day S/W £10.00. 

Consumables 8> Light Accessories £1.50, 

Same Day POA 



TEQNICHE PCW102 KEYBOARD 



ACCESSORIES FOR THE PCW 



CF2 Disks 
(Boxed in lO's! 



10 20 30 40 

£14.50 £14.00 £13.50 £13.00 




Genuine Amsoft Disks 
Dustcovers 8256/8512/9512 (3 piece set) 
Clearprint maintenance kit 
Margin Maker MM2 
Ribbons 1-5 5-9 

8256 Nylon £3.00 £2.50 

Multistrike £3.50 £3.00 

9512 Nylon £2.25 £2.00 

Multistrike £3.00 £2.50 



£8.50 
£12.00 
£5.00 
10+ 
£2.00 
£2.75 
£1.75 
£2.00 



Colour ribbons also available - call for details 




BOOKS (No VAT) 

15 hour word processing Amstrad PCW £5.95 

Desktop publishing Amstrad PCW £9.50 

Exploiting the Amstrad PCW 9512 £14.95 
Mallard Basic PCW Introduction & reference £9.95 

Ops Guide Amstrad CPC/PCW 2nd ed. £17.50 

Protext PCW users guide £9.95 

Using the Amstrad PCW 9512 £9.95 



PCW ADD-ONS 

FD7 PCW External 5.25" drive £115.00 

PCW8256/8512 Memory Upgrade £POA 
Corporate PCW Printer/Power Extension 

8256/8512 £11.00 

9512 Printer Extension £9.00 
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Has 102 keys instead of 82+. Separate cursor pad & 
function keys for software. Tactile switches, easy to 
use, ideal for touch typists. Price includes Corpo- 
rate dust cover only £79.00 
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SOFTWARE 




Stop Press 


£26.00 


COMMUNICATIONS 






Stop Press & AMX Mouse 


£60.00 


Miracom WS4000 


£156.00 


ACCOUNTS 




GAMES 




SAGE Chit Chat Software 


£69.00 


Money Manager PCW 


£35.00 


Brian dough's Football 


£8.00 


SAGE Chit Chat Pack 


£189.00 


Stock Market 


£24.00 


Clock Chess 


£11.00 


LOCOMOTIVE CORNER 




SAGE Popular Accounts 


£52.00 


Classic Games 4 


£12.00 


Locoscript II 


£18.00 


SAGE Popular Accounts ♦ 


£80.00 


Scrabble Deluxe 


£12.00 


Locospell II 


£15.00 


SAGE Popular Invoicing 


£38.00 


Jinxter 


£15.00 


Locofont 162 


£22.00 


5AGE Popular Payroll 


£38.00 


Tomahawk 


£11.00 


Locoscript ll/Spell II 


£23.00 


Personal Tax Planner 


£18.00 


Tank Attack 


£12.00 


Locofile 8256/8512 


£20.00 


WORD PROCESSING 




Colossus 4 Bridge 


£11.00 


Locofile9512 


£23.00 


Pocket Protext 


£25.00 


Bridge Player 2000 


£12.00 


Locofile/mail 


£30.00 


Prospell 


£18.00 


GRAPHICS 




Locomail 


£21.00 


Tasprint 8000 


£9.00 


Masterpack (Pack & Scan) 


£54.00 


Locoscript ll/Locofile 


£30.00 


Taspell 8000 


£11.00 


Masterscan 


£40.00 


Locoscript PC 


£79.00 


Tasword 8000 


£15.00 


Integrated Mini Office Pro 


£20.00 


Locolink 


£19.00 


i Supertype (Digital 


£16.00 


SPREADSHEETS 




Locoscript & Locolink 


£85.00 


DATABASES 




Supercalc II 


£29.00 


PCW EDUCATIONAL 




DBase II 


£38.00 


Cracker II 


£29.00 


Fun School 3 5-7 years 
Fun School over /years 


£15.00 


Masterfile 8000 


£26.00 


Rotate 


£16.00 


£15.00 


SAGE Retrieve 


£38.00 


TUTORS 




Fun School under 5 years 


£15.00 


Dataslore Digita VII 


£23.00 


lankey Crash Course 


£16.00 


Better Maths 


£10.00 


At Last < 


£25.00 


lankey Two Fingers 


£16.00 


Better Spelling 


£10.00 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 




UTILITIES 




Maths Mania 


£10.00 


ProScan - Handheld scanner which turns 


Mass Easy Labeller 


£18.00 


Biology 12-16yrs 


£14.00 


a PC into a DTP tool. Comes with soft- 


Tasman Tas-Sign 


£20.00 


Chemistry 12-16yrs 


£14.00 


ware & interface 


£145.00 


PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 




Physics 12-16yrs 


£14.00 


Micro Design II 


£34.00 


Arnor C 


£25.00 


Junior Playtime 4-8yrs 


£8.00 



FURNITURE 

In any computerised situation, it is important to have 
the necessary furniture to maintain productivity. 
Corporate T-2001Workstation - grey £66.00 

Corporate T-302X Low Back Gas Strut Chair £45.00 






CALL (0923) 243301 FOR THE LATEST 
CORPORATE FURNITURE RANGE 



COPY HOLDERS 



Copy Holder 132 column with clamp £12.00 

Copy Holder LI Clamp on £10.00 

Copy Holder L2 Desk Top £10.00 

Copy Holder with Light £17.00 



PRINTER STANDS 




Printer Support (any size) YU18 
Wire Printer Stand (80 Column) 
Printer Stand (80 Column) 
Printer Stand (132 Column) 



£8.50 

£6.50 

£19.50 

£23.50 



PRINTERS 

SPECIAL OFFER WITH DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 

Toolworks Lengthwise worth £39.95. Prints spread- 
sheets etc., no matter no. of columns, on one con- 
tinuous sheet. Easy to use. Lotus-like interface. 
Corporate RS232/Centronics Interface £45.00 

Corporate CA4 Cable (Interface to Parallel) £8.00 
EPSON 

LX400 9 PIN 80 COL 180 CPS 30 NLQ £122.00 

LX850 9 PIN 80 COL 200 CPS 30 NLQ £182.00 

FX1050 9 PIN 132 COL 264 CPS 54 LQ £372.00 

LQ400 24 PIN 80 COL 180 CPS 60 LQ £182.00 

LQ550 24 PIN 80 COL 180 CPS 60 LQ £249.00 

LQ1050+ 24 PIN 132 COL 264 CPS 88 LQ £522.00 
AMSTRAD 

LQ5000di 24 PIN 132 COL 288 CPS 98 NLQ £202.00 
STAR 

LC10 9 PIN 80 COL 130 CPS 30 NLQ £125.00 

LCI 5 9 PIN 132 COL 150 CPS 37 NLQ £252.00 

LC24-15 24 PIN 132 COL 167 CPS 66 NLQ £315.00 
LC200 9PIN (colour) 180 CPS 45NLQ £167.00 

Deskjet 500 16k memory, 300 DPI £372.00 

NEC - PANASONIC - IBM ALSO AVAILABLE 



Telephone: (0923) 243301 Fax: (0923) 37946 

75 Queens Rd, Watford, Herts., England VUD1 2QN. Part of the Group esoe 
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Figure it Out! 

Managing the accounts, whether household or business, is a task that 
your PCW will relish. Tim Smith looks at some useful software 



Beginners' Guide 



Whether you think the 
present situation is a blip 
on an otherwise smooth 
economic horizon, or a 
potential recession leading to a 
depression and the ultimate collapse of 
western civilisation, there is one thing 
which is true: money is an all-important 
subject. However, all this means nothing 
to a PCW. Given the correct software, 
your machine can handle the tedious 
figuring out of anything from home 
accounts to business finance with an 
objective mind and a cool head. 

Accounts packages are not the most 
amiable software programs to get to 
grips with for the average user. They 
conjour up images of green visored 
accountants, or more likely, sharp suited 
young men and women with unfeasibly 
complicated calculators. 

Good quality accounts software will 
ideally take the edge from your 
accounting. Unlike spreadsheets, which 
are free-form in as much as you provide 
the structure and the raw data, accounts 
programs are more formalised. Many of 
them bear a striking resemblance to a 
conventional ledger book, or even a bank 
statement. The reason for this is simple: 
the more familiar a program looks, the 
easier it tends to be for the user to 
understand and operate. 

So if they are so familiar, why do 
you need one? One reason is that ledger 
books, slips of paper, and scattered 
statements take up a great deal of space, 
and are easy to misplace. Secondly, you 
can produce some reasonably smart 
printed reports at the critical year-end 
accounting sessions, or whenever you 
need them. Thirdly, your PCW is ideal 
for number handling. As long as you 
give it the correct data, it can make life 



HINTS AND TIPS 



Seeing is believing 

You will be entering quite a bit of data if 
you are to make proper use of an 
accounts package, and bank statements 
will be a major source of this 
information. Many banks now offer large 
print statements for sight-impaired 
customers. Why not find out if your bank 
will provide you with this facility ... 
prevention is often better than cure. 

Secret service 

Remember that it is possible to guard 
your files against prying eyes. Method 
one is to lock them away in a safe. 
Method two is to use SET.COM on your 
CP/M disc to password protect the data 
files which make up your accounts. This 



so much easier. There are no rubbings 
out. no manual re-ordering of data and 
no losing of vital information. Your 
PCW might not be the greatest games 
player or colour graphics workstation in 
the world, but it loves dealing with 
figures, however daunting. 

All in all, the PCW and the right 
package for your needs can take the 
strain from budgeting. The "right 
package', however, is an interestingly 
ambiguous phrase. 

As with all software, you have to 
decide exactly what you need. Which 
means that there is no need to go out and 
spend over £100 to on a piece of 
software which looks like it will re- 
arrange your financial life, make the tea 
and send your next door neighbour into 
liquidation, when all you really need is 
program which will keep the cheque 




may be a long winded process as you 
have to remember to 'unlock' the files 
every time you want to use them (this 
can be done in the form of a profile. sub 
file) but it should keep your data secure. 

Safety first 

No matter how boring it might seem, 
backing-up data from an accounts 
package is of paramount importance. 
After all, you are dealing with money - 
your money. The last thing you want is to 
have put in ten months worth of work 
only to see one misplaced cup of Earl 
Grey ruining it all! Whatever the program 
manual tells you about backing up, make 
sure that you do it, and then do ft again 
to make absolutely sure. 



book and building society account 
figures balanced. 

At the other end of the scale, there is 
no point in paying a miserly £10 lor an 
accounts program if you are trying to run 
a small business. In this case you will 
need to be able to produce valid audit 
trails. VAT returns and all of the other 
elements which weigh down the average 
business person. 

Of course, it is difficult to assess 
exactly which package to invest in 
without seeing it for yourself. You could 
follow the advice in the margin note 
('The choice is yours..') and check the 
features listed against those which you 
are likely to need. And those needs are 
important when it comes to handling 
your own money; you should think very 
seriously about them before committing 
yourself to a specific program. ► 



The three packages that we are looking at this 
month are not the only ones on the market by 
any means; they are simply used to illustrate 
some of the options available to you the PCW 
user. While your computer is ideal for this kind 
of work, the first point to consider before 
purchasing an accounts package is whether or 
not you are going to need one. 

If you are setting up a business, and 
especially if you are doing so at this time, you 
will need such a program without a doubt. But 
beware; do not think that it means that you can 
do without a visit from a professional accountant 
at least once a year. There is a danger that you 
can be lead to trust your PCW and its new piece 
of software too much, ft is a wise idea to make 
use of the function offered by such a set-up. but 



LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP... 

do make sure to get your figures checked and 
verified before submitting them. This means 
hanging on to receipts and statements - which 
your computer cannot do as yet. 

Always make certain to check back over 
your saved data at least once a month, 
comparing your figures to bank statements and 
reports. Again if you have a business, make sure 
that at least one other member of staff knows 
how to use the software - you never know when 
you might have to be away from the business, 
and there are always holidays. Treat your PCW 
and its new accounts software as pre- 
accountants, a preparation to the real thing. You 
can never be too careful. 

For the home user who is keeping track of 
domestic budgets, the PCW and a package such 




VAT's a point! 

Chancellor Norman 
Lament's first budget 
threw alol of people 
off course with the 
shock rise in VAT. 
But how does that 
affect accounts 
packages which have 
VAT built in at 15%? 
In this month's News 
Plus, we've had a 
look at the 
implications for some 
of the more popular 
accounts packages; 
turn to page 5 for 
more details! 
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The choice is 
yours. 

As usual, we've just 
looked at a handful 
of the programs on 
offer in this month's 
Beginners' Guide. 
For a full run down 
of the best of what's 
currently available in 
the world of accounts 
software, turn to the 
Good Software Guide 
on page 75 of this 
month's issue! 




as Check Account does provide an ideal check 
on your spending. Make sure to prepare your 
computer account methodology on paper first. 
An element of pre-planning will pay off in the 
long run. You never know, with the correct 
planning, it even might be possible be possible to 
track back over past bank statements and 
receipts and find out how you could be saving 
money in the future. 

Thaf s the tip for this month, by the way: 
when using your accounts package for the first 
time, don't bother with new data, spend an 
evening going back and entering your financial 
information for the last three months. This 
exercise will not only familiarise you with the 
software, it will also show your spending patterns 
and allow you to formalise your accounting. 
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CHECK ACCOUNT TWO 

E 14.95 • Mole soft • (0372) 275 053 
ALL PCWs 

This one is not for the aspiring Richard Bransons 
amongst you. It is written in BASIC and asks very 
little from your machine. It is aimed at the home 
user who wants to keep tabs on the domestic 
budget. It will quite happily handle standing 
orders, delayed payments and day to day running 
costs. In terms of ease of use you could not really 
be in better hands. Operation is carried out from 
pull-down menus like the ones you will find in 
LocoScript. These were written using some pretty 
neat machine code and so are quick enough not 
to be irritating if you have a lot of data which 
needs to be entered. 

The manual for Check Account is as minimal 
as the program itself. Don't let that put you off 
unduly as it still contains all the information you 
will need to produce your accounts. It is able to 
hold up to 38 elements (cash or cheque 
transactions) on any account. Now. this might 




Check Account's easy-to-use menu system is a boon 
for beginners, emulating LocoScript's operation 

seem too few to be of any use, but take a look at 
your next bank statement and see how many 
entries you have there - 38 is in fact quite a 
substantial number. 

Once you have entered the basic data a 
number of options are open to you which make 
manipulating this information easier. The main 
option is interest rate calculation. In the present 
climate this is not to be underrated. It will take 



SUUmt if JtfM 1/4/11 




Ml. 




urani iin-mitu 


row 






ttvt 


eg 


>t MI 


1 
1,1 






: IIS 


p 


a ImI 1.3 

nttl 


,! 


1 




v m 


iisir. 


I 1 






' v '8 


ii o*m 








fy vSt 


•■■-■'■ "«""■. »it j-jt 


!5' 




ty\ 'ft 
m m 
vum 


WW "•" 
1. ioc W.N 

! OMht ll.H 


1 


1 




mtfrj «k« (•■ km to mm* t.ltwtrf Ht-mt ti tilt it 7.H 





Details are shown in much the same way as a bank 
statement - but the program does the calculations! 

into account changes in any rates which apply to 
your borrowing, overdraft payments, and how 
much you are owed from interest-bearing 
accounts. You can enter up to seven rates of 
interest per account. The figures produced by 
these manipulations are not static however: 
results are carried over from month to month, 
providing a good overall picture of your financial 
situation throughout the year. 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

£49.95 • Connect Software • (081 ) 
743 9792 • ALL PCWs 

We move on to more impressively specified 
territory here. Money Manager could well be 
aimed at the home user -that is, if your home 
happens to be the size of Windsor castle. Unlike 
Check Account which didn't bother with VAT 
(remember that rise!), Money Manager allows you 
to deal with this taxing bugbear in highly 
professional terms. 

However, the most outstanding feature, or 
rather the feature which makes Money Manager 
stand out from other similar packages, is the 
ability to produce graphical representations of 
your data. Like Cracker II in the spreadsheet 
world, Money Manager allows you to produce pie 
and bar charts of your financial situation. So 
what's the use of this then? It is two-fold. Firstly it 
makes reports presented to accountants or 
project managers look that little bit more 
professional. Secondly, if you have trouble 
visualising your financial situation from a jumble 
of numbers (which, incidentally, makes you an 
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The list of options within Money Manager is some 
indication of its sophistication... 

ideal candidate for an accounts package) then a 
graphic display will get the point home, whether 
you are in profit, or loss, or that something is 
amiss in your spending habits. 

Because we have moved on to more 
specialised territory here, things are a little more 
complicated. You have access to up to 20 
separate accounts and each one has to be 
referenced with a unique code. Once you have 
created your account file and have entered the 
relevant details, it can be saved as an ASCII file 
for loading into word processors such as 




...but the simple things in life are also catered for, 
such as this pop-up calculator. What a good idea! 

LocoScript and Protext for tidying up and 
including in reports. 

A handy additional option for users who have 
problems with figures is the pop-up calculator 
which can be called up as and when you need it. 

To summarise, then, although this accounts 
program includes all the functions you would ever 
need for home use, it could also be used to run a 
small business. The one major point to note is 
that for those people new to the game, an hour or 
so sitting with the manual before diving into the 
program is an absolute must. 






SIMPLE ACCOUNTS II 

£99.95 • Comix Software • (0462) 
682 989 • All PCWs 

Now we really have moved on to the hard core for 
PCW accounts. The name Cornix usually signifies 
a well written program with a manual which is 
easy to understand. Home users really need to 
think carefully before investing in this program. It 
is aimed more at the small to medium-sized 
business, and at people who know their VAT 
registration from their profit/loss accounting. It is 
not hard to get to grips with though, even if these 
terms are not familiar: the ring-bound manual 
and comprehensive facilities cover everything in 
a series of extremely clear steps. 

The main element of Simple Accounts is 
sales and purchase balancing. As is obvious, the 
home user will rarely have to take this concept 
on-board as a major part of their budgeting. The 
program works via a system of sub-menus which 
lead you through the morass of possible financial 
problems. Very little is left to the user in terms of 
initiative - this is a major plus point rather than a 
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Option 3 from the set-up menu allows you to define 
your 'funds accounts' or, where your money is kept 

criticism. Not only do you have the option of 
entering sales and purchases, you can also keep 
track of cash transfers between accounts, VAT, 
and even printed notes which are included for 
your records when sending payments. 

If all this sounds a bit much for your needs 
but you would still like to try it out, this is actually 
possible. You have the option of purchasing an 
evaluation copy of the software - in effect the 
complete program for £17.95, but with limited 
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Producing sales purchasing and balancing reports is 
an important element in Simple Accounts 

capacity for file storage. If you then decide to 
invest in the full version, your initial expenditure 
is refunded when you pay the £99. 

Simple Accounts has everything to 
recommend it, from classy programming to 
system support. Two points to bear in mind; if you 
have a single drive machine you should be 
prepared for some disc swapping, and if you 
simply want home accounts then this could be a 
little too sophisticated for your needs. 



visit our Poole shop . . . 

1 New Orchard 
High Street 
POOLE 
Dorset 
BH15 1LY 
Shop: (0202) 669668 

fox: 0202 - 668208 
PAPER 





cost effective computing starts here. . . . 



BEST QUALITY white, wood free - LOW DUST specification 

11x9.5" 60gsm FANFOLD LISTING 2000 £13.95 

11x9.5" 70gsm MICROPERFORATED 2000 £15.95 

11x9.5" 85gsm LETTER QUALITY 1000 £10.95 

A1 size 70gsm MICROPERFORATED 2000 £19.95 

A1 size 85gsm LETTER QUALITY 1000 £11.95 

11x9.5" NCR 2-PART PLAIN 1000 £21.95 

11x9.5" NCR 3-PART PLAIN 700 £21.95 

...and ol course there'! our own UNIQUE A5 continuous paper 

A5 size 80gsm LETTER QUALITY 1000 £11.95 



TOP QUALITY FANFOLD LABELS FROM M AVERY 
ADDRESS SIZE: 3.5 x 1.5" available 1 or 2 across 



2.75 x 1.00" 
2.75 x 1.50" 
3.50 x 1.00" 


£2.75 
£3.70 
£3.15 


3.50x1.50' 


£3.75 


3.50 x 2.00" 


£6.30 



1.00 x 


1.00" 


£3.10 


1.00 x 


1.50" 


£1.50 


1.00 x 


2.00" 


£6.50 


5.00 x 


1.00" 


£3.95 


5.00 x 


1.50" 


£5.95 


5.00 x 


2.00" 


£7.50 



- ALL PRICES ARE per 1000 - 



CARRIAGE - Paper and Labels are subject 
to an extra charge towards delivery.- PLEASE SEE BELOW 

PERSONAL ORGANISER PAPER 



S order line: 0202 - 666155 

Moll Order Division: Unit 2A, Sterte Ind Est., Sterte Rd, Poole, Dorset BH15 2AF 
Still throwing your old ribbons away? 

introducing 



FABRIC 

RIBBON 

RE-INKING 

FORMULA 



a future-friendly 
product from 
OFFICE-21 



Fanfold paper for your organiser! 
-uJ'l Use with LocoScript etc or specialist programs! 
9* f 6.5-in deep (39 lines) by 3.75-in wide * edge strips 

80gsm white paper with microperfed edges. 

250-pack £?.<TS, 500-paek £I4.<?5 »" D V " 




DISKS 



THE VERY BEST II1E1XBII CF2 3" HIGH GRADE DISKS 
suits all 3" drives, single or double density 

5 lor just £U.S0 10 for just £21.45 

20 for just £4-3.40 plus FREE..... 

L0CKABLE DISK BANK (holds 20*) WORTH £9.95 
* CF-2 Disk labels: £2 per 50 when ordered with other goods. 



ACCESSORIES 



DUST COVER SETS: -protect your computer from lifes 
little mishaps - Coffee/Children/Pets/Dust. Machine washable 

9512 * 8256 * 8512 fc<?.*?5 
PCW 9512 DAISYWHEELS - All styles £5.95 ea. 
THE DESK TOP STRIPPER I -strips the perforated edges 
from fanfold paper. VERY USEFUL our price £9.95 



RIBBONS 



ALL TOP UK BRANDS 



8256 

8256 

*8256 

8256 



Black fabric std 
Fabric LONGLIFE 
Fabric colours 
Multistnke films 



2711 FN 
2711 LL 
2711 Col 
2711 MS 



£3.95 
£1.95 
£1.95 
£3.95 



Band B 

Band C 

Band C 

Band B 



8256 ribbons also suit the 8512 
We recommend FABRIC ribbons for these printers 

9512 Black fabric std 2716FN £3.95 Band B 

9512 Fabric LONGUFE 2716LL £1.95 Band C 

*9512 Fabric colours 2716Col £1.95 Band C 

9512 Multistnke films 2716MS £3.95 Band B 

Multistrike films are the kind supplied with new 9512's 
but FABRIC ribbons can be used with Re-inK. to further 
increase the printing life of the ribbon. 

LIFETIMES: Multistrike Films 100K chars 
Fabric std 100K chars 
* Fabric LONGLIFE 750K chars 

COLOURS AVAILABLE 8256/9512: - Blue/Brown/Red/Green 
Buying more than one 7 2 - oil 5 - oil 

Price Band B £7.4S £16.<?5 
Price Band C £fr.<?5 £i<?.<?5 





Simple, easy re-inking at home! 

One can will Re-inK up to 30 PCW 
ribbons or top-up 100+11 



•I Completely ozone-friendly 

J Contains NO propellents or harmful solvents 

J Recyclable aluminium can 

J Superb quality dense black ink 



on 
£12 



inly 

zAi 

Inc vat 



All fabric ribbons have press-on tops . . . Just lift off the top, 

spray on a teaspoon ful or two of Ink and leave to dry. 

For CLEAN, CLEAR, BLACK PRINT. . . again and again and again , 



SOFT SPOT 



PLEASE STATE WHICH PCW YOU HAVE WHEN ORDERING SOFTWARE 




* * * this month's 


special offer * * * 






PCW DRAW a full function drafting program RRP . . £39.95 OUT price. . 


. £Z<?.<?5 




Arnor Maxam Assembler 


£39.95 


Loco Keyboards Disc 


£12.95 




Arnor C Compiler CP/M 


£39.95 


Loco 9512 Printwheels Disc 


£13.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 8000 


£29.95 


MAP Stock Control 


£19.95 




Cornix Card Ind PCW 9000 


£29.95 


Masterfile PCW 8000 


£35.95 




Cornix Simple Accounts 


£79.95 


Micro Design II 


£19.95 




Cracker II Turbo Spreads't 


£36.95 


Micro Design ll/AMX Mouse 


£89.95 




dBase II 


£19.95 


Mini Office Professional 


£29.95 




The Knife Plus 


£18.95 


Money Manager PCW 


£39.95 




LocoFile/Mail Combo 8000 


£17.95 


Pocket Pro text 


£28.95 




LocoFont 1 & 2 Combo 


£27.95 


Protext 


£11.95 




LocoFont 21 Combo 


£27.95 


D. Rogers Total Accounting 


£79.95 




LocoScript/Spell Combo 


£37.95 


Sage Payroll 


£51.95 




LocoFile PCW 8 or 9 


£32.95 


Sage Popular Accounts 


£71.95 




LocoFile/Scnpt Combo 


£12.95 


Sage Popular Accounts Plus 


£109.95 




LocoMail 2 


£27.95 


Stockmarket 


£29.95 




LocoScript 2 


£27.95 


Stop Press 


£39.95 




LocoSpell 2 PCW 8000 


£22.95 


Stop Press/Mouse Combo 


£79.95 




Loco 9 -Pin Printer Driver 
.Loco 21 -Pin Printer Driver 


£17.95 
£22.95 


(Super Calc II * * SPECIAL! * * £29.95) 
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ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT 

some day despatch + 1st doss delivery 

ALL ITEMS FREE DELIVERY except Paper & Labels 

* HOW TO ORDER * 



f order by FREEPOST 

CASPELL COMPUTER 

Dept 8K 

FREEPOST 

Poole 

Dorset 8H15 2BR 



PAYMENT 

CHEQUES - made payable to CASPELL COMPUTER 



order by PHONE 
S 0202 -666155 

4 - LINES • 24 hrs J3 

VISA and ACCESS 



order ot the SHOP 

See top left for address 

order by FAX 

2S0202 - 668208 
24 hrs 



DELIVERY 

UK MAINLAND 



PAPER 

(except Personal Organiser) LABELS 
(any quantity) (any quantity) 

3/5 DAY SERVICE: £5.00 £2.50 

NEXT DAY SERVICE: £10.00 £10.00 

(orders placed by 3:00pm) 

OVERSEAS: (optional insurance) PERSONAL CALLERS 

Surface shipping at cost Free of Charge (of coursel) 



POSTAL ORDERS 

EVERYTHING 
ELSE 

(any quantity) 
£FREE 
£10.00 



'"•C 1 




COPIES OF OUR TERMS OF TRADING ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. ALL OFFERS ARE VALID FOR 28 DAYS 



PCW/PC 




• 



Best of Friends 

Making the physical link between the PCW and the PC is one thing - 
but what kind of software can you share between the two machines? 
Alec Rae investigates the options 



Computer designers seem to 
lake a delight in making i( 
difficult 10 transfer 
infomialion between 
computers. Those old rivals the PCW 
and the PC are an obvious example. Not 
only are the discs (or disks) they use 
different si/.es. they are a different 
format. So. even if you could cram a 
5.25 inch PC disk into a three inch PCW 
disc drive the computer still wouldn't be 
able to read it. 

You may think this is ridiculous 
until you realise for PC users it is almost 
as difficult to transfer information 
between a machine with a 3.5 inch drive 
and one with a 5.25 inch drive. 

But more and more people want to 
transfer information between a PC and a 
PCW. Last month we looked at ways of 



doing this by adding an external drive to 
the PCW, allowing you to save data 
directly on to a PC disk. 

But this is obviously an extreme 
measure. If you are only going to 
transfer the odd file you probably want a 
more economic method. 

There are many more or less 
sophisticated methods of transferring 
data between PCW and PC. But. of 
course, for the more adventurous, there 
is the possibility of transferring files with 
no more than a cable, an RS232, the 
CP/M utilities disc and a strong nerve. 
Here is one method that should work 
with files of up to 64k. 

But for occasional use you can gel 
away with investing in the cost of a 
PCW RS232 interface and a serial 
interface card on the PC (most PCs have 



Hi-Ho 

Advantage Software 
(0242) 224340 • £5.95 

For the less adventurous, Hi-Ho from Advantage 
might well be a good choice of utility. For those who 
don't want either the hassle of OIY file transference 
or to spend a lot of money on a fully-fledged comms 
package, this is ideal. 

You get one disc to go in the PCW and one disk 
for the PC (don't worry, you won't get confused). It 
comes with a cable, so all you need is the RS232 
(assuming your PC has a serial port). All the 
documentation is on disc and there is a little 
program to present it all in a reasonably digestible 
form. The documentation goes into an incredible 



amount of technical detail - a bit of a waste of time 
as this program seems to be ideal for the complete 
novice to computing. 

The program sorts out all the nasty details about 
baud rates and stop bits automatically. You can 
change them if you need to but for the vast majority 
of people the major technical problem you face is 
whether to press [1] for Transmit or [2] for Receive. 
It really shouldn't take too much practice to grasp 
the intricacies here. 

To be nit-picking, the layout of the PC and PCW 
versions could have been better co-ordinated but 
really things are so simple that you would have to 
work hard to get confused. We also found the PC 
version slightly less than robust, but at £19.95 (that 
price includes the cable) who can complain? 



THE INCREDIBLE JOURNEY 



From the PC 

Say you want to transfer from the PC to the PCW: 
you need the disc with the file to be transferred in 
the PC drive, and a formatted disc with enough 
space on it in the PCW. Let's assume the filename is 
BORING.TXT although it can be anything you want. 

On the PCW type M:PIP BORING.TXT=AUX: [E] 
RETURN] or "Take any information that comes 
through the RS232 and save it in a file called 
BORING.TXT. And by the way, print the whole thing 
up on the screen so I can see what's happening." 

On the PC, type COPY BORING.TXT AUX/A 
[RETURN] or "Take the file BORING.TXT and put it 
through the serial port." 

Once the file has been transferred the PCW will 
save it on to disc. 

From the PCW 

Again put the disc with the file into the A drive and 

the blank or relatively empty disc in the PC. 

On the PC. type COPY AUX BORING.TXT [RETURN] 



or "Be ready for some interesting news through your 
serial port. Be sure to save all information to file." 

On the PCW. type M:PIP 
AUX:=BORING.TXT,EOF:[E] [RETURN] or "Send the 
file through the RS232 until the end of the file and 
then stop. And print it up on the screen again so I 
can see what's happening." 

It seems so simple when its explained like that. 
On the other hand there are some good little utilities 
to help you, such as the one described above. 

First of all, you could make life easier for 
yourself if you own a Communications package. The 
most common of these, probably, will be the Comms 
section that comes in Mini Office suite of programs 
(and, incidentally, is one of the easier packages to 
use) but there are many more. 

Although it is specifically designed to allow you 
to transfer files down a telephone wire using a 
modem, a communications package is a very easy 
way to access the RS232 and make sure that all the 
settings are correct. 



this as standard). The RS232 is the box 
you slick on the expansion port on the 
back of your PCW to hook up to a 
primer or a modem. Well worth an 
investment of about £50 or £60. 

Now go to your favourite computer 
accessories shop - or belter still, scan the 
adverts in 8000 Plus - and buy a "null 
modem cable'. This is a lead thai has the 
wires crossed so that the input at one end 
is the oulput at the other. 

Don't try to use a printer lead as this 
certainly wouldn't work - it's wired up 
the wrong way round. Also make sure 
that you buy a lead with 'female' plugs at 
either end. The serial lead ends in a sort 
of D-shaped arrangement with 25 
connectors. The 'female' plug has 25 
holes while the 'male' has 25 pins. 

Then it is simply a matter of hooking 
up the two machines: lilting one end lo 
the upper connector on the RS232 and 
attaching the other end to the connector 
on the right hand side of the base of the 
awaiting PC. 

Getting it together 

Once the physical link has been made, 
you need to set about preparing the 
respective computers for data exchange. 
The first thing you have to do is set the 
PCW and ihe PC to the same setting lor 
transfer. On the PCW you need the 
utility SETSIO.COM (you'll find it on 
your CP/M utility disc) in the A drive. 
Type in SETSIO 1200 H OFF.- or as we 
say in English - "Set the RS232 to 
transfer data at a rale of 1 20 characters 
per second (that's what people are 
talking about when they mention the 
dreaded baud rale) and turn Handshaking 
off (a method of checking between 
computers what is going on in the other 
one). The PC has to have the same 
setting so load MSDOS and then type 
MODE COM 1 : 1 200..S. This sets the 
number one communications port 
(COM I ) to the same setting. 

There is no magic significance in 
choosing a baud rale of 1 200. You could 
sei ii higher or lower, just as long as you 
set both computers to the same baud rate. 
One hundred and twenty characters per 
second is fast enough lo prevent 
boredom while transferring moderate- 
sized files and slow enough to cut down 
on the possibility of mistakes. You need 
to have the utility PIP.COM on Ihe M 
drive of the PCW. Again with the correct 
CP/M utility disc in the drive, type PIP 
M:A:PIP.COM and thereafter you can 
use PIP at by just typing M:PIP. See Ihe 
box on ihe left for the next slep... 



ARE WE COMPATIBLE? 



PCW/PC 



Before you go to the trouble of 
transferring files to a PC, you may want 
to know the answer to an important 
question. What do you actually do with 
them once they are there? 

You cannot run CP/M programs 
from your PCW on a PC. Well that's not 
strictly true. There are CP/M emulations 
available - bits of kit that make a PC 
pretend to be a a PCW. 

These are of limited value, however. 
They often have problems handling 
anything other than pure CP/M programs 
and they will not perform as well as a 
program written specifically for the PC. 

And, of course, there are a lot of 
programs written for the PC to choose 
from. There are thousands of packages 
on offer, starting at a cost of just a few 
pounds - and ending at a good few 
hundred pounds. 

However, a quick flick through the 
pages of a PC magazine will throw up a 
number of familiar names of software 
packages that many PCW owners will 
know. Protext. Supercalc. Dbase, Micro 
Design. ..they all have (heir counterparts 
in MS-DOS format. 

There is even the friendly, old 
LocoScript in a PC version now 
developed just to appeal to PCW owners 
who made the break and bought a PC. 

But are they all just the same as the 
PCW versions and. perhaps more 
importantly, if you transfer your files 
from the PCW. will you be able to load 



them up in the equivalent program 
without any problems'? 

And there's more 

Well the lirst thing to remember is that 
any software on the PC should do more, 
more quickly than the PCW. If it didn't 
there wouldn't be much point in people 
spending all that extra money on 
hardware and software. 

For some purposes, there is not 
much of a difference in the way the 
respective machines handle certain tasks. 
For instance, with word processing or for 
spreadsheet work there is probably not 
much more that a PC can do. All the 
basic functions are provided on the PCW 
and. unless you have a demanding 
application, the PCW can provide an 
effective and efficient service. 

However, it is true to say that most 
of the programs with counterparts in 
CP/M go much further than you would 
imagine in providing features to make 
life easier. If time is important to you, it 
is certainly true that often a PC can be 
substantially quicker. 

And if you need to handle the 
bigger, more complex applications, like 
the professional end of the desk top 
publishing field or really large databases, 
you really need the extra computing 
power of the bigger computer. The next 
question is will you be able to use data 
files that you have already created on 
computer in the other computer? Many 



data files are little more than text, which 
can be saved in ASCII formal. ASCII is 
that clever international code that allows 
letters and numbers to be read by 
virtually any computer. 

Word processors can produce text in 
ASCII as well as their own format 
(LocoScript users can find the relevant 
command by pressing |fl) at the disc 
manager screen; users of Protext will be 
producing text in ASCII form 
automatically). This means you can, at 
the very least, transfer an ASCII file to 
any word processing package. However 
this would only be the words. You would 
lose bolds, underlines, layout marks and 
probably foreign accents. 

Some word processors have 
conversion programs that allow you 
change a file to be loaded complete with 
all its markings. This is particularly true 
of the more sophisticated PC programs. 

Similarly database files are. often, no 
more than a long string of text that can 
easily be transferred without too many 
problems. Spreadsheets can cause more 
problems, but again, the fancier PC 
programs often have a whole suite of 
conversion programs that should allow 
you to use a PCW file. 

DTP and graphics packages 
obviously the biggest problem. The 
formats vary, and you should check 
carefully whether your PCW format 
graphic file is suitable before you start - 
or find a PC program that will convert it. 



Macro mania 

One recent addition 
to many of the main 
K programs is the 
use of macros; 
\ macro is the ability 
to carry out a numri 
of repetitive or 
complex tasks in a 
program by saving i 
the instructions to i 
tile and then runnin 
i In- file. 

Protext, DBase and 
SuperCalc all allov 
macros. These can I 
written as text tiles i 
you can switch 00 u 
macro learning mode 
and perform all the 
necessary keystroke 
After this. In pressfD 
u couple of keys you 
can perform litcra 
dozens of operation 
without even touching 
the kevhoard. 
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PROTEXT 



While LocoScript PC sets out to give a 
recognisable environment to the PCW 
user, Protext Version S seems to use the 
basic layout of the PCW version as a 
launching pad for a flight of fancy in the 
word processing world. 

In PCW Protext you can have two 
files active at the same time. In the latest 
version of PC Protext. you can have two 
files on screen at the same time or you 
can have 1 2 files active simultaneously. 

In the PCW everything has to be 
done from commands typed in 
Command Mode, so that you have to 
memorise many of the command words 
before you can operate it successfully. In 
the PC you can run everything using a 
mouse and pull down menus - a useful 
features, as there are many more 



commands to choose from. 

Having said that, anyone who has 
learned Protext on the PCW will 
probably be the winner in the long run. 
While it is fun to use the mouse to click 
on commands it is still quicker to flick 
into Command Mode and type in your 
instructions. 

The mouse is far more useful for text 
handling in PC Protext. It is much easier 
to mark out a block of text and move it 
with a mouse than with the cursor keys. 

But a major advantage of the PC 
Protext is that it still takes the PCW 
version into consideration. There is a 
conversion file for both importing and 
exporting files to CP/M formal so it only 
takes a matter of minutes to be using 
your transferred files. 
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PC Protext - the program has its roots in the PCW, but offers a 
totally new way to find and load a (lie 



DATABASES: DBASE 



If you are a dedicated user of DBase on 
the PCW. you may well be the person to 
contain the concept of DBase IV on the 
PC. The PCW version bred a special 
type of user who probably would enjoy 
the challenges and opportunities of 
DBase 's bigger brother. 

But to be honest, going from the 
PCW to the PC version is like stepping 
out of a Robin Reliant into the cockpit of 
a Jaguar Jumpjet. 

DBase has always been a lot more 
than just a database. Even in its humble 
PCW form it was a powerful 



programming language. It demanded 
time and effort but repaid it by allowing 
you to do much more than you probably 
thought was possible. 

But this pales into insignificance 
compared with what DBase IV is 
prepared to do for you. The PCW 
version came with an admittedly hefty 
tome of a manual. The PC program 
comes with a library that fills a 
bookshelf, a sophisticated series of 
tutorials and a series of examples that 
should keep you occupied for hours. The 
PCW program comes on one disc. Its PC 



counterpart conies in 10 disks and takes 
up about six megabytes of space on the 
hard disk. 

Which is why you have to face 
DBase IV as a challenge. It would be 
possible to be overwhelmed by the scale 
of the program. And yet. for simple 
applications, it is much easier to get to 
grips with than the PC version. 

There were attempts to make the 
rather spartan CP/M environment more 
user friendly. But at the end of the day 
the basis of DBase was still the famous 
(or was it infamous) dot prompt. This > 
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PCW/PC 



is a rather daunting blank screen with 
one tiny dot. daring you to enter the 
correct command. No on screen prompts 
to reassure you. Just a dot. 

In this rather uninspiring 
environment you could create some very 
sophisticated applications. But it was 
certainly not for the faint-hearted. 

When you load up DBase IV the first 



... ..._; 



:.tn w ftiaea ootkm- atwitkts 



UK: 


MJW EHTEBPFISE 


1MB 


22 PSWOIU COURT 




SUITE 55 


cm 


Lu«w»1» 


STOTE: 


Cfl SIP: 95875 


:,. v 


1213)555-1234 


causer 


J H. COLS 


rWME 


1213)555-1122 DIBS ION: 2881 


UST CWIIBCT DATE 81-83-76 


rams 


CASH " -• 



. • ,-v. 
t record 
Edit record 
I* I etc record 



Top record 
Botta* record 
SVIp records 
Find record 



Lilt records 

Output report! 
Group record* 
Count records 

'.. ■•■- Ut 'l-*^? 

Hit, 

Quit to »!» 1EHL 



Press first letter of Plerai choice, or highlight 



DBase example files help you understand the program's complexity 



thing that appears is that same faithful 
dot prompt. But by pressing one key you 
can access a complex but effective 
attempt to make the program more 
accessible - the Command Centre. 

Another key gives you a full pull 
down menu system that takes you 
through the whole process of creating 
and using a database. 

With effective on screen prompts 
and good help files, this version eases 
you through the early stages of getting to 
know the program without too many 
teething troubles. 

But. if you already are familiar with 
the dot prompt commands, you can 
revert to this environment which is still 
the quickest and most effective way to 
get results from DBase. 

Databases are one area where the 
extra speed of the PC comes into its 
own. For big database files DBase IV 
can obviously react more quickly than 
the PCW version. 

But at the end of the day probably 
the most reassuring thing about using 
DBase IV is that you know that it should 
be able to handle any database 



application you can throw at it - once 
you have worked out how to use it. 

Files 

Databases are probably one of the best 
equipped programs for allowing you to 
transfer data between computers - and 
the sophistication of DBase makes this 
even more true. Virtually all databases 
will allow you to export files in ASCII 
form, the code that is understood by 
most computers. 

Most database files are no more than 
a very long stream of text divided up into 
fields (that's one line - say a line of an 
address or a name). How the text is 
divided up varies according to what 
program you use. 

DBase IV has a comprehensive list 
of data tiles that it will accept and will 
then allow you to set up a conversion 
program to cater for any form of file it 
hasn't yet heard of. 

Naturally it also covers DBase files 
from older versions of DBase including 
DBase II. It will also export files in any 
of these formats so passing files back 
and forward is no problem. 



SPREADSHEETS: SUPERCALC 
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The layout of SuperCalc PC is easily recognisable to PCW users 

The PCW SuperCalc user will 
immediately be at home in the PC 
version. It looks the same (except that 



the potential si/e of a spreadsheet is 
significantly bigger) and it uses the same 
method of commands, the slash "/" 
followed by a letter. 

The fact thai there are several times 
the number of commands and options 
and ihe fact that there are several, subtle 
differences in those commands between 
the PCW and the PC is not as much of a 
problem as you might think. 

The extra power of the PC allows 
SuperCalc 5 to give really effective on 
screen prompts in a way the PCW 
version never could. When you type in a 
slash in Ihe PCW. all the possible 
command letters appear on screen. 

Do the same in the PC version and 
the command names for each of the 
relevant letters is displayed. As you flick 
through the options and you are 
constantly informed of what each does. 
And if you do get stuck there are always 
help files on call. 



This means that you are very quickly 
carrying out quick, quite complex 
operations, including using the effective 
graph and chart drawing features, in a 
remarkably short time. 

Speed around the spreadsheet is also 
greatly improved in the PC version 
meaning that you can take advantage of 
the flexibility of the spreadsheet setup lo 
carry out the most complex tasks. 

Files 

Despite the fact thai SuperCalc actually 
Started life as a CP/M program the 
documentation doesn't admit too much 
about its humble origins. In fact it 
doesn't even mention the possibility of 
transferring files from the PCW. 
However the PC version of SuperCalc 
will accept data files transferred from ihe 
PCW and can import and export of 
different tile types suitable for many of 
the major spreadsheets. 



DESK TOP PUBLISHING: MICRO DESIGN 2 




The PC version of Micro Design 2 has a new file manager which 
allows you convert tiles to most formats 
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One PC program lhat is true to its PCW 
roots is Micro Design 2. DTP is a 
different market on the PC. You can 
spend hundreds of pounds on a package 
lhat is able to produce pages to a 
professional standard. The simpler task 
of putting words and pictures together on 
a page is often forgotten by these highly 
complex programs. 

Micro Design 2 performs the same 
son of function on the PC as it does on 
the PCW. And the price of £69.95 will 
certainly appeal more to the average 
non-business user. 

Although it does include a few 
extras and it does greatly improve the 
screen update, it is essentially the same 
program. As the PCW and the PC have a 
different keyboard layout and different 



names for the keys you do have to get 
used to a marginally different method of 
working. However, and with a little 
experimentation and native cunning you 
can use the program without looking at 
the manual. 

One valuable addition to the utilities 
in Micro Design 2 is a file handling 
program that allows you lo copy, move, 
sort and look for your files. This is far 
more useful on the PC, where many 
more users have a hard disc with 
innumerable files. 

But Ihe most important task for this 
file handler is to convert graphic files 
into or out of virtually every main 
graphic file type. And at the top of the 
list is the option to convert Micro Design 
2 area files. What more could you want? 



TOO BUSY TO BACK UP? 



We all know that we should keep backup copies of our disks bul we rarely do. 
Copying disks wilh Locoscript 2 or DISCKIT lakes a long lime and usually involves 
many aisk swops and il is easy lo make mistakes; copying files individually is a 
chore. 

Written especially to reduce the lime taken to an absolute minimum, BACKUP will 
automatically back up your disks either by copying only changed files or by 
copying selected tracks whichever is quickest. BACKUP runs as a self-booting 
"End of Day' disk wilh friendly LocoScripl-like menus and it requires no knowledge 
of CP/M. II is primarily aimed al LocoScripl 2 and CP/M users, but those with 
only LocoScripl f will goin some advantage. BACKUP costs only £19.95. 



Ord. 



Used regularly BACKUP will allow you lo back up your disks in seconds, in your 
choice of 2 or 3 generation sets. As well as helping yourself you will also be 
aiding the charity BACUP to help people live wilh cancer. 

from: BACKUP DISC (8000) British Association of Cancer United Patients 
121-3 Charterhouse Street, London EC1M 6AA 
Telephone: 071 608 1785 Fax: 071 253 0123 

Please stole which PCW you use and number of copies required. 

Cheques should be made payable to: BACUP Trading Co. lid. 

Access or Visa Accepted. 



SOMERSET MICRO REPAIRS 
AMSTRAD PCW & IBM CLONES. 

Are you making the jump from PCW to 

PC and need to keep valuable information? 

Let Somerset Micro transfer these files for 

you. 

Phone for estimates: 
Monitors, Printers, etc. 

Higher Pardlestone, Kilve, Nr Bridgwater, 
TA5 1SQ Tel: (0278-74) 528 



3 Vi" DISC DRIVE 

only £79.95 + £4.75 p&p 

* We use the POST OFFICE'S guaranteed NEXT DAY DELIVERY * 

PHONE IN YOUR CARD NO. TODAY - RECEIVE YOUR DRIVE TOMORROW 



The normal internal 3" B drive does everything our external 
31/2' B drive does except :- it won't allow you to buy discs at 
75p each to read/write to PC formatted discs. And you 
definitely can't buy it for less than £.80. Our top brand TEAC 
drive needs no extra power supply and is very easy to connect 
to the 8256, 8512 and 9512 computers via a single ribbon cable. 
Housed in its sleek white metal case it measures just 17 x 11 x3 
cms and is supplied with full step by step fitting instructions. 

3 V/ Discs 10 for £7.50 



MOONSTONES 2 IN 1 PCW/PC FILE TRANSFER 

NOW ONLY £29.95 when bought wilh the 3.5' drive £99.95 + P&P 

This powerful utility enables the free transfer of files to and 

from PC Computers and compatibles. Reads, writes and even 

formats MSDOS disc on ALL PCWs. 



256K MEMORY 
UPGRADE - £24.95 

Turn your 8256 into an 8512 with 

our easy to lit upgrade kit. 
Full litting instructions supplied. 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Locomail £7.95 

Plus £.1 p&p 



COMPACT MICROS 

177 Sunnyside Lane, 

Otley Road, Bradford BD3 OJB 

Tel: 0274 640589 (tech 636652) 

Trade enquiries welcome 



"Simpell Solutions" 

Dept. 8 Box 121 GreshamRd., Staines, Mx. 
TW1 8 2AJ. England. 




USE ANY SINGLE-SHEET STATIONERY! 

MARGIN MAKER MAA3i 

PLACES PAPER PRECISELY for TOP QUALITY RESULTS! 
Save Paper & Time! Quick & Accurate! No Guessing, Fiddling, Skewing! 
For PCW 8256/8512. Use 100gms paper, letterheads, forms, etc. Easy to 
fit, adjust, use. GREAT GIFT; Treat yourself! MAA3i Only £17 95 

X S (0784) 452677 2? E3 

Office Hours & Answerphone Service, lust leave vour Name & Number. We call yout 

"MaxaaPlt" Professional model, stunning performance! For 9512 
and 85% of all impact printers. Phone for fit details £33.50 

"Invaluable aid!" "Maxafit is of the highest quality." "Extremely delighted!" "Very accu- 
rate, an excellent accessory!" "Immediately impressed!" "A real Soon!" Treat yourself! 

"Simpell SOFTWARE Solutions" 
Money Manager (all PCW's) Powerful Accounting. Easy to Use! £39.95 
Micro Design 2 (all PCW's) Easy, Top Quality DTP. Unbeatable! £42.50 

Prices Incl. VAT&p+p. Phone for further Product Details. 



NEW!!! PCW 102 keyboard 



Teqniche 




102 keys instead of 85. Separate 
Cursor pad. Function Keys for 
software. Plus many more features 



PRINTER RIBBONS 



8256/8512 Nvlon £2.95 each 

8256/8512 Carbon £3.95 each 

9512 Nylon £2.65 each 

9512 Carbon £2.95 each 

Afiu Order Qty 3 pieces 
(Ribbons only) 



5.25 Pace external disk 

drive. For easy transfer of data 

between PCW's and PCs. 

Complete with all necessary 

cables and software 



ONLY £125.00 



Now only £79.00 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Locoscript 2 inc Spell £34.95 

LocoMail/LocoFile Bundle £43.95 

LocoScript2 £26.95 

LocoMail £26.95 

LocoFUe £29.95 

Contriver Mouse + Interface ..£39.95 

Mini Office Professional £24.95 

Touch n' Go Typing Tutor £19.95 

Sage Popular Accounts £65.95 

Sage Popular Invoicing £49.95 

Sage Popular Payroll £42.95 

Supercalc 2 Spreadsheet £39.95 

Amstrad R232 Interface £49.95 



All Prices INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE (U.K only) 
Please make all cheques payable to: PRM COMMUNICATIONS 
^^ 17 Staple Tye, Harlow, Essex CM 1 8 7LX 
©3 Credit Card Hotline Number (0279) 422846 "^ 



DGC 

SOFTWARE 

SUMMER 
SALE 



CROSSGRID Was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Crossgrid without clues. Each absorbing puzzle requires an intriguing 
combination of lateral thinking and logic. Five levels ot difficulty. Also 
Includes CHAIN WORD another absorbing word puzzle. Suitable for 
teenagers and adults. 
'Thoroughly recommended' Amstrad PCW Magazine 

JUNIOR PLAYTIME was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Ten games designed to stimulate and amuse, hours of learning fun. 
Suitable children aged between four and eight years old. Complete 
with disk menu. 'Junior Playtime Is a winner; excellent value for money, 
high calibre puzzles and appealing to children of all ages.' 8000 Plus. 

SCHOOLS OUT was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Five great games - Hangman. Wordsearch. Junior Crossgrid, Four In a 
row, Reversi. Complete with disk menu. Recommend children over 
seven. ' Good selection of games, challenging and fun. You can't go 
wrong' 8000 Plus. 

ULTIMATE SUMS was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

The fun way to learn and practice sums. Eight types of sums, eight levels 
of difficulty. Includes Integrated noughts and crosses game. Suitable for 
children aged from five to mid-teens. 'The best kind of learning for your 
kids' 8000 Plus. 

ULTIMATE QUIZ was £14.95 NOW £9.95 

Designed to help students learn and revise. ULTIMATE QUIZ can be 
played against the computer or competitively with friends, either way 
It's great fun, TWO QUIZ PROGRAMS, QUESTION EDITOR. QUIZ SHEET 
PRINTER AND TEN SEPARATE QUIZZES - 1000 questions. Make your own 
quiz with the editor. Suitable for teenagers and adults 'It's all good fun 
and rather addictive' 8000 Plus. 

All programs operate on the 9512 

All prices fully inclusive - no hidden extras. 

New catalogue now ready. 

DGC Software, 1 2 Stonecroft, Eccleshlll, Bradford, BD2 2HW 

Tel 0274 636475 



NEW 



NEW 



INVESTOR 

Computer Aided Investment Manager 



Want to know: 

Which stocks are performing the best? 

When should you sell a particular investment? 

How the performance of your shares compare to the 

FT Index, the RPI, or a fixed interest savings 

account? 

INVESTOR will do this and much, much more! 

- analyse growth performance of up to 600 stock. 

- list stock in order of merit, best buys highlighted. 

- record and monitor all your portfolio's transactions. 

- revaluations with current value, profit and annual 
growth rate automatically calculated. 

- tax liability, including Capital Gains, assessed. 

INVESTOR is very user-friendly and turbo fast. All 
stock may be displayed graphically, with moving 
averages and overlays. All displays may be printed 
out on paper. To start you on your way INVESTOR is 
even supplied with an up-to-date library of 200 shares 
and unit trusts. 



£39.95 

incl p&p. 



B&BB Software 

2 Brawdy Crescent, 
HAVERFORDWEST 
Dyfed. SA62 6NN Tel. 0437 721690 







ESSENTIAL READING 




PICTURE PROCESSING ON THE 
AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 
Robert Cilmorc, Bristol University, UK 

Whether you are a small business owner wanting to 
plot impressive graphs, a DIY enthusiast planning a 
new kitchen, or an amateur dramatist designing a 
poster for a new production this book will help you 
make the most of your computer. 

The BASIC routines supplied with the computer can 
produce a wide range of pictures and diagrams. 

For more ambitious undertakings the author has 
developed DRA WMON, a programme which 
Effectively turns the PCW into a type of graphics 
workstation. 

1SS0SS237S 25l)pp March 1991 iurl £12.95 
S2&M Published fiy Sigma Press, UK. 



LOCOSCRIPT 2 AND THE AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 
The Complete Guide 

John M. Hughes 

...it is a friendly, down-to-earth and very readable guide " SHOO Plus, 19SS 

excellent teaching aid for the beginner with manual difficultv and a completelv up-h>dalo 
reference work for users more familiar with LocuScripl 2. ' Amstrad PCW Magazine. \$$$ 
IS5058W79 25%i 19SS (;ir) £11.95 524.75 Published bu Sigma Press. UK. 

ALL-IN-ONE BUSINESS COMPUTING 

Amslrad PCW & Mini Office Professional 

|ohn M. Hughes 

...it is written in simple but not condescending style with lots ol reassurance about (eared 

problems and contains the appropriate warnings". Dadu Telegraph. I9M 

..-a worthwhile investment lor any MOP user, whatever their level of experience." 

AmslmlKW Magtant 1981 
1S505S12JA' IMup I9SS l;ir) £11.95 524.75 Published by Sigma Press, UK. 

Order from your bookseller - or from the publisher - cheques to John Wiley & Sons Ltd, 
Customer Services, Distribution Centre, Shripncv Road, Bognor Regis, West Sussev, 
P022 9SA. Credit cards to lax: 10243 8202501 or Tel: (0243) 829121. Please add £1.95(53.00 
p&p. Postage is tree when you order two or more books. 



HfiZZ Improve Your Ciptcity... JSZZn. 

Genuine branded discs. Guaranteed quality from names you can trust 
and at special prices. All the discs that we supply are guaranteed. 



| Quantity 



10 , 20 



AMSOFT 3 CF2 
TDK 3.5" Vf2-DD 
TDK 5.25" M2D 



10.50 19.50.37 50 
'-----[ li:50' 21.50 
— ^1 700' 12.50 



PCW 102 Keyboard. £79.00 
ProSCAN £179.95 

iVfltfCOLOUR refills £12.95 

for DESKJET printers. '*■>'"■**> 
Red Bits Green Brown Violet 



SCA ** * " " ■■» "* J *' APCW. 8000' ml I nconoi™, 
- ' r. ' 1 u r> '-*-" ~ '*• ** &**• ***" irc«y-ta?» tynm*. 

Add extra memory risrantly... 

SCA 512k Rampac £113.85 

SCA 768k Rampac £136.85 

SCA 1.5Mb Rampac £228.85 

Interfaces (serial/parallel I 

SCA Pro riterface £55.00 

SCA Pro* nterfoce £65.00 



7r»e easiest way to epprode ' 

Put disc swapping behind you... 
Vortex System 2000 Hard Drives. 
20 Mbyte £343.85 

30 Mbyte :iooSc-B*L«rf« £414.00 
40 MbyteMccoswn.rf.1 £483.00 
60 Mbyte i-.ocos™s t ocrf..> £609.50 
Optional 512k Ram exp £67.85 




Improve Your Image... ■ gjg gff^ 

! 

4f 



>*-p> HIGH QUALITY CLP ART |for MicroDesign2:- 1 



XMASCLP 

£10.00 

MUSICAL CLP 

£10.00 

TOOLBOX CLP 

£10.00 

GIANT FONT 
DISCS cio.oo 



*■ ilia; '\0 al a»atcxl .VLV. and .CUl l«i la- McfcDwgn2. 

Vo»» g'l *oa*. pac« card*. CKr.«tnM ca-Ji «lc. k»ckide* 

ovecrar-fff grectrg rraiiagjci. tyroob a*w trodrtioro' tc*r«». 

fiifl ol tW«'cNi« and kw d r a—*ig.i o' muKol iw-une"ri bo* 

i-orW.-^oi ana •nodfn. For um *.i* tAcroOuaV, a*0> lor 

"t\jk Soc«"y fWivvilo'fBfs, »c'ioot pro|ec'». o.' (utl tar hrt 

rtayt 'wotUlic iTwopt ot at 'orrpM o* loob ncOdng carp«*ry, 

PUTfcog, fflecmtfrf. aWofOTtg. orrdr-na #tc. Dwt r.mKma 

WtroOwgrJ MDA ond .CUl tifct. P-rtl-ci relucted. 

Each or» a doubt* density a»c coMomig 'I M*a. Gar" Fonli ■ 

constat o> 6'. Kigri-™*ofcjlior choroclars lor creating yats own 

borw» on car'maa pops*. 

rjoei-lMES Due? - GUAP01AN Os;3 - OurRCGFfl 



Do you require tuition on ProSCAN or MicroDesigj"i2? 
Be trained in your own home or workplace anywhere 
in the UK by Rod Patienr. Only £80 per day /* trove/) 

'.one of ocr most experienced users ' MicroOesianer3 

" we receive gfowing reports" MicroDesigner4 

:.srwd<?sf/y priced hep ~ QQOO* July 1990 
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Robbing Reliant 

Being deprived of your PCWfor a few hours can be insufferable. 
But for a whole week? Nick Vandome relives a nightmare 



Speakeasy 



You'll have lo be gentle with 
me during the course of this 
column because I am jusl 
recovering from something 
that every Amstrad owner dreads: 
separation from my PCW. Luckily I have 
recently been reunited with my belter 
half and the palpitations and hot (lushes 
have stopped, but it has made me realise 
that my 8256 is as vital a part of my life 
as the air that I breathe. 

My period of purgatory began with 
the idea of a short working holiday. I had 
been invited to stay with a friend in Fife, 
on the east coast of Scotland, and I also 
had a couple of articles that I needed to 
write. Luckily my friend was an Amstrad 
disciple and owned an 8256. so I set off 
with a happy heart, a bulging notebook 
and a pocket full of discs, secure in the 
knowledge that I would only be PCW- 
less for the duration of the train journey. 

When 1 arrived in Fife I was met by a 
grief-stricken friend. "I've got some 
terrible news." he lamented. "I've jusl 
had my 8256 upgraded with a 5 I2K 
Memory Upgrade Kit." 

"Great!" I said, imagining how my 
work would be facilitated by this change. 

"Well it should be great, but during 
the operation the surgeon put in the 
wrong chips and the patient is now in 
grave danger." 

Doomed 

I was thunderstruck. When 1 asked if it 
would survive my friend told me that it 
had a good chance of recovery but that it 
would need to be in the PCW surgery for 
at least another week. My own situation 
was now critical: here I was with 
deadlines looming and my writing 
lif'eblood lying inert in the hands of a 
computer doctor. 

"Don't worry." said my friend 
reassuringly. "I have a typewriter." 

"A what?" 

"A typewriter - it's one of those 
archaic writing machines. A bit like a 
PCW without all the useful bits." 

This proved to be a grave 
understatement, as my friend (who was 
fast becoming an ex-friend) produced a 
hunk of metal that looked as though it 
had been manufactured during the Iron 
Age. I examined it closely for a disc 
drive, but I soon had to resign myself to 
the fact that I was going to have to try 
and write with this metallic monster. 

So my working holiday turned into a 
working nightmare as I tried to struggle 
with a machine thai needed the force of 
Arnold Schwarzenegger to move the 




Nick Vandome, freelance writer extraordinaire, 
recovering from the prospect of having to 
survive a week without his PCW 



keys and had no idea of the subtleties of 
life such as LocoScript. Justification, End 
Of Line. Paragraph. Cut. Paste and all the 
other I (KM things that PCW owners lake 
for granted. The irony of the situation 
was heightened by a memory of when I 
was in the middle of" the African bush in 
Zimbabwe - even then I had managed to 
lay my hands on an 8256 and so avoided 
resorting to a typewriter. 

Anyway, the articles got written, the 
shares in Tippex soared and my fingers 
were so bruised that my career as a 
concert pianist was stopped dead in its 
tracks. By the end of the week I was 
gelling severe PCW withdrawal 
symptoms and began to ponder how 1 
had managed before ihe 8256 wandered 
inlo my life. 

The truth of Ihe mailer is that I may 
have never written a single word in anger 
if it had not been for the PCW - the 
awful though! of assaulting a sheet of 
paper with a typewriter was too much lo 
contemplate and my literary career was 
only kick-started by ihe ease and 
efficiency of the PCW that is so well 
known lo all Amstrad users. Now my 
machine has become a kind of emotional 
writing crutch - I just have to look at it in 
Ihe morning lo know that I have the 
perfect means of setting down my words 
(if not necessarily Ihe means of dreaming 
them up in the first place), and the 
creative day is off lo a good start. 
So my week without a PCW was one of 
frayed nerves and a longing for a little 



green cursor lo appear before my eyes. 
But when I had a chance to look up from 
the dreaded typewriter I saw that my 
friend was similarly stricken and sat 
staring into space, muttering about 
Databases. Spreadsheets and Accounts 
programs. He is what I would describe as 
a computer enthusiast - if he has a 
problem he will use the PCW to solve it, 
and he will even think up new problems 
just to put his machine through its paces. 
No puzzle is too small or too large and 
his 8256 is a work tool, a toy and his 
inseparable friend. (Incidentally, his wife 
was delighted that the house had become 
a PCW Free Zone for a week because she 
has been considering instigating divorce 
proceedings and citing the Amstrad as 
the reason.) 

Once I relumed home and 
was reunited with my faithful friend 
I had time to reflect on my week and 
why the PCW has become such an 
important part of so many peoples' lives. 
Looking at Ihe examples of Ihe people I 
know who own Amstrads I can only 
conclude that the continued success of 
the 8000 and 9000 range is that if they 
are not all things to all computer users, 
then Ihey are at least most things to most 
computet users. 

For the computer illiterate like 
myself they arc a perfcel work tool 
and with Rampacs. hard discs and 
the various olher extensions and 
add-ons that are available ihey can 
satisfy all but the most fanatical 
computer boffins. 

Keeping it simple 

When I was young I was told lhal 
the secret of attaining a ripe old age was 
to lead a simple, frugal life: don't 
smoke anything you don't recognise, 
don't drink anything you can't pronounce 
and don't go out with anyone who is 
madder than yourself. So far this has 
worked, and the longevity of the PCW 
seems lo be based on a similar iheory: in 
an age when computers can guide 
space shuttles lo Ihe moon the PCW 
has stuck to what it knows - and 
continues lo win more converts 
as a result of its simplicity. 

The best comparison 1 can make with 
the PCW in the real world is the Mini 
(that's ihe Mini car. not Mini Office): it's 
small, it's cheap and it does the job. I 
fully expect lhal. like the Mini, the PCW 
will continue to gain in popularity in 
years to come; I just hope lhal ihe users 
of the future never have to suffer being 
parted from their machines. • 



"Now my machine 
has become a kind of 
emotional writing 
crutch - 1 just have to 
look at it in the 
morning to know that 
1 have the perfect 
means of setting down 
my words (if not 
necessarily the means 
of dreaming them up 
in the first place), and 
Ihe creative day is off 
) a good start." 




The irony of the 
situation was 
heightened by a 
memory of when I 
was in the middle of 
the African hush in 
Zimbabwe - even 
then I had managed 
to lay my hands on an 
8256 and so avoided 
resorting to a 
typewriter." 



May 91 



BACK 




^■■B 



Are you a recent 
reader of 8000 Plus? 
Or have you missed 
out on some of the 
earlier issues and 
want to catch up? 
We have limited 
quantities of our 
back issues listed 
below. The prices 
include a nominal 
25 p postage. 
Remember, all 
issues contain excel- 
lent TipOff sections 
and the selection of 
BASIC listings, plus the 
other regulars. 



Issue 33. Four spreadsheets compared. 
C/PM class for bcginncrs.and a review 
of five budget primers. 
£2.00 

Issue 34. Overview of accounts pack- 
ages. Supercalc and Locofilc tutorials, 
and a review of HTB Draw. Start of 
beginners' programming series. 
£2.00 

Issue 35. Vertical software- 6 business 
packages reviewed. 2 MIDI packages 
and a round-up of modems. 
£2.00 

Issue 37. The jumbo RAM drive for the 
PCW. a choice of three hard discs. And 
at last. Mini Office Plus, was it worth 
waiting for? 
£2.00 

Issue 38. The Composer's Pen reviewed. 
How to add an third disc drive. An 
overview of programming language. C. 
£2.00 

Issue 39. 4-pagc round-up of databases 
for your PCW, LoeoScripl 2 tutorial. 
SuperCalc continued. A look at RPED. 
the BASIC text editor. 
£2.00 

Issue 40. How to rescue lost datafrom 
damaged discs. A PCW speech synthe- 
siser. A round-up of DTP packages. 
£2.00 

Issue 41. The SCA RamPac reviewed. 
How to use the PCW as a fax machine. 
A look at PCW SuperDOS. 
£240 



Issue 42. Which word-processor should 
you choose? The top ten PCW games. 
Language learning packages. 
£2.00 

Issue 43. How to uncover your family 
history with the PCW. Getting to grips 
with Mallard BASIC. A step by step 
guide to upgrading your X256. 
£2.00 

Issue 44. How to add a 5.25" disc drive. 
Choosing the right accounts package. 
Hive 24 pin printers put under the lens. 
£2.00 

Issue 45. Fitness monitoring software 
put to the lest. Three horse-racing pre- 
dictor programs compared. How to add a 
3.5" or 5.25" drive to your 95 1 2. 
£2.00 

Issue 46. Amstrad's latest fax machine 
reviewed. LoeoScripl PC. what it means 
to you. How to get started in communi- 
cations. 
£2.00 

Issue 47. How to clean your keyboard 
in 10 easy steps. Predictive software on 
test. Part two of our comms feature. Ten 
top Flipper lips to make life easier. 
£2.00 

Issue 48. The new PCW handscanner on 
test. A look at the multi-user facility of 
the Cirtech Diamond hard disc. 
£2.00 

Issue 49. 2 1 -point guide to Protcxt. 
Teach yourself BASIC. Deskjet printers. 
£2.25 " 



Order back issues using the form opposite 



Can't get hold of us? 



Recently we've been receiving calls from readers who are 
having difficulty getting hold of 8000 Plus. So here's the 8000 
Plus guide to making certain you never have to go without the 
magazine again! 

If your local newsagent doesn't have a copy of 8000 Plus 
on the shelf, try checking to see if they have any more copies 
in stock. Sometimes, even if they've sold out on the shelves, 
they'll have more issues in the storeroom. If that doesn't work, 
check one of the bigger newsagents such as WH Smith or 
John Menzies. 



If you don't want to subscribe, why not fill in the form below 
and hand it to your newsagent. Remember, every single 
newsagent in the country - from WH Smith to the corner shop 
- will be delighted to reserve you a copy each month. You can 
even arrange to have it delivered to your home. 

Finally, if you still have no luck, call Kate Hodges on 0225 
442244 and tell her that you've been having trouble getting 
hold of 8000 Plus. Remember to tell her where you've been 
trying to find it - and she'll sort the problem out in no time! 



Complete this form and hand it to your newsagent 



Please reserve me 
Name 



copy/copies of 8000 PLUS every month, beginning with the June issue, out on 23rd May. 



Address 



Phone 



To the newsagent: 8000 PLUS is published by Future Publishing and is available from your wholesaler. Please save all your 
8000 Plus shopsaves and return them to qualify for a free draw to: Kate Hodges, 30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW 
I 1 



SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

And get the specialist Amstrad PCW book of your choice absolutely free! 



Each book costs at least £11.95 to buy. You 
will receive one free when you subscribe to 
8000 PLUS today 

12 ISSUES OF 8000 PLUS FOR 

ONLY £23.40 - PLUS THE 

AMSTRAD PCW BOOK OF YOUR 

CHOICE ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

A subscription makes real sense 

* You Nafe|(uurd yourself aguiriHt un.v future price Increases. 
The price you pay now Is guaranteed for the duration of your 
subscription. 

* You get complete peace of mind. Our no-nonsense guarantee 
means you can cancel your subscription at any time and we 
will refund you for all unmailed issues. 

* Plus, of course, you receive a free book on the Amstrad 

PCW which will Improve your knowledge and 
performance still further. 

To get your copy delivered at this 
inflation-proof price and receive your free book, 

complete the coupon below and return it 

immediately. Alternatively, telephone our credit 

card hotline on 0458 7401 1. 



'Exploiting the Amstrad 
PCW 9512' 

For more experienced users who 
want lo use their machine as a full 
blown computer, this book not 
only examines the PCW and its 
native word processor, LocoScript 
but also explores the range of other 
programs available. 300 plus pages 
with detailed information on 
LocoScript, LocoMail, CP/M, 
LocoFile. dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
and Mini Office Professional. 

'Using the Amstrad PCW 9512' 




Designed for the relative beginner, 
this book has over 1 70 pages 
describing how to understand and 
use all the facilities of the Amstrad 
PCW 95 12. The clear text and 
screen shots take you step by step 
through using the hardware, using 
discs, creating documents, page 
layout. CP/M and printing. 
There's also plenty of useful 
advice for owners of the 
PCW8256/8512! 



I STEP !BY|SItP 



Using the 
Amstrad 
PCW9512 



n. 



!_ 




YES! Please enter/renew my subscription to 8000 PLUS and send me the 
free Amstrad PCW book I have ticked 

'Using the Amstrad PCW 951 2' 'Exploiting the Amstrad PCW 951 2' 

THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION I REQUIRE IS |TOK AS APPROPRIATE) 

UK £23.40 EUROPE £38.40 REST OF WORLD £53.40 

To ensure you receive your magazine quickly and undamaged, all overseas subscriptions are sent Air Mail 

PLEASE ALSO SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BACK ISSUES |S£E OPPOSITE PAGE) 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 fPLEASE CIRCLE) 



TOTAL PAYMENT £ 



Name 



MY METHOD OF PAYMENT IS [TICK your CHOICE) 
VISA ACCESS 

EXPIRY DATE 

CARD NO 



Address 



CHEQUE (MAKE PAYABLE TO FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD) 

Enclose this coupon (together with your cheque if applicable) in an 

envelope and send to: 

8000 SUBSCRIPTIONS, FREEP0ST, S0MERT0N, TA1I 7BR 



Post Code. 



8WSP/0491 



Arnor's 1991 PCW Software Sale 



PROTEXT ... The Word Processor 

Protext is firmly established as the alternative to Locoscript. 

All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many text editing commands, print 
commands, spell checking and mail-merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and power ... all go towards making 
Protext ideal for the novice or the experienced user. 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * Word count * Undelete feature 

* Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text - Box manipulation * Configuration * Personal dictionaries * Exec 
files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * File conversion » Comprehensive Find & Replace * Foreign 
languages and accents * Program editing mode « Proportional printing, right justified * Conditional 
printing and loop constructs « Print any number of copies * Works with any printer * Calculator * Print 
labels * Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Enhanced spelling checker - larger dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on 
program disc « Many improvements based on customer feedback * 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product' Y0UR computer 

"The great strength of this package is its ease of use" CWTA 

"Protext is the solution to all Locoscripfs drawbacks" ^^ 

"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" soooplus 

"Simply the best word processing program to date tor the 
PCW ... Locoscript is effectively dead" putting your 

AMSTRAD TO WORK 



Special Offer - Save £20 

Buy Protext together with the book 
for £49.90 and save £20 off RRP. 
(RRP £59.95 + £9.95 = £69.90) 

Protext + Book £49.90 



Protext is also available in German at £59.95 (Prowort) 



... The Book 

This is an independently produced 
book about Protext, written by Rob 
Ainsley. 

The book features a large section 
of tips for easy reference and is 
well illustrated with screen shots 
and printouts. 

It also includes a section written to 
help the Locoscript user to 
'convert' quickly to Protext. 

It is an essential purchase for any 
current or potential Protext user 
whatever their word processing 
experience. 

Protext..^ PCW User's guide 

246 pages, illustrated paperback 

Price £9.95 + £1 post/packing 
(Post/packing is free if buying a 
piece of software) 



CP/M languages and PC Protext 



MAXAMII 

Complete CP/M machine code development system 

- Macro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file 
inclusion * textual substitution of macro parameters 

* repeat loops * Full expression evaluation * Error listing to 
screen/file/printer * 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create 
object files for use with C * 

Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find 
string * relocate * move memory * compare memory * fill 
memory * bank switching * symbolic debugger * single 
stepping * set memory limits for stepping « stack checking 

* conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C) * 

" Maxam II - now the best gets even better" CWTA CPC 

"A realty excellent piece of software which, given the speed 
with which debugging can be done, will pay its way very 
quickly" ACU 

"The thing that struck me ... was the amount of thought 
and effort that has gone into this product" cwtacpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
programming package around. Simple, speedy and 
sophisticated" amstrad action 



RRP £49.95 



Sale price £24.00 



Complete C development system 

* Full implementation of K&R standard * 

* Optimising compiler * Floating point 
arithmetic * 32 and 16 bit integer arithmetic 
» I/O and maths libraries * Conditional 
compilation * File inclusion * Macros 

* Linker accepts C and assembler (with 
Maxam II) * Stand alone generator 
produces COM files 

Protext compatible editor:- 

* fast and easy to use * on screen help 
"two file editing "keyboard macros "fully 
configurable* powerful find and replace 

* exec files « compile from inside editor 

" Very good value tor money " amstrad pcw 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming 
power" amstrad action 

"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their 
time and got it right 1 amstrad computer user 

"All the facilities necessary to write 
complete applications programs " 

popular computing weekly 



RRP £49.95 Sale price £24.00 



All programs run on PCW8256/8512, 9512, CPC6128 



Upgrading to a PC? 

Protext v5.0 is now available for 
the PC at a special upgrade price 
of £110 (inc. VAT) for all PCW 
users. Send us your original 
Protext or Locoscript disc with 
your order. 

Protext has been designed as a 
PC program, not as an imitation of 
a PCW program and thus 
complements other PC software 
much better than Locoscript PC. 

Features include justification and 
centring of any mixture of different 
printing fonts, including 

proportional; extensive language 
support including Eastern 
European languages; multiple file 
editing; split screen editing; index 
and contents; footnotes and 
newspaper column printing. 

For further details please contact 
Arnor. Protext 5.0 is available for 
IBM PC and compatibles, Amiga, 
Atari ST and Acorn Archimedes. 



fie/easing your m/cro's potent/a/... /^ 




Amor Ltd (EP), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 0733 68909 

All prices include VAT, postage and packing. Access/Visa/Cheque/Postal Order. Fax: 0733 67299 



Lansrford 






This year our company decided 
lo save pols of money by 
abandoning its 
"sophisticated" electronic 
communications system. For years we'd 
been straggling with one of the world's 
worst, a network seemingly designed by 
a computer hacker who once went to 
business school but failed miserably. 

You want me to name names? I will 
name names. Telecom Gold. 

The idea is simple. You have a 
computer, an interface box and a 
modem. You ring up the system to send 
or receive text messages. 

(You can also download information 
from databases and suchlike.) The 
PCW's MA11.232 program would do, 
although for regular use you'd want 
some software that automates the typing 
of fiddly passwords. 

The select few 

One thing you soon discover is that few 
people actually use Telecom Gold. Most 
people write letters or make telephone 
calls: otherwise they use more luxurious 
means of communication such as telex or 
fax. Fax is the more expensive of the 
two, and is also technically inferior: 
messages arrive as printed images, and if 
you want them on disc they have to be 
typed in again. 

This is where Telecom Gold should 
score, but unfortunately it's such a pain 
lo use that lew bother to persevere. 

On joining the service' you receive a 
confusingly arranged booklet with a 
lousy index and several errors. This 
insists that TG is easy to use ... bul the 
information on setting up those 
complicated comms things like data and 
parity and stop bits (without which you 
can do nothing) is buried on page 58 in a 
chapter myslifyingly titled "Off-line 
preparation". The setting-up process is 
called "configuring" by TG: there is no 
index entry for this, or any plausible 
synonym to lead you to this crucial 
information. Very handy. 

Such dis-information is apparently a 
ploy lo extract more money. A fatter 
manual is available, for an equally fat 
price. It's as though your telephone 
subscription only entitled you to edited 
highlights of the directory. 

You dial up the TG computer. If you 
live outside London you'll want to save 
money by connecting via a "PSS" 
number at local call rates (though many 
places are so remote and barbaric that 
this isn't available. Wiltshire, for 
example. More expense). 

The TG booklet lists PSS numbers, 
but doesn't mention the secret extra 
characters you must type before PSS will 
accept the connection. 

Several passwords and countersigns 
later, you arc in TG itself! Often this 
doesn't work lirst time, or the system 
disconnects you mysteriously, or is out 
of action for "necessary maintenance" ... 

Economy measures 

I have a theory that BT bought a second- 
hand computer from NASA or someone, 
which periodically halts while men in 
overalls prod it with screwdrivers. A 
backup machine? Don't be absurd. That 



would cost money. Meanwhile, you are 
personally allowed to pay for all those 
wasted 'phone calls. 

At long last the glories of Telecom 
Gold await you. 

TG uses plain text only. To clear the 
screen it laboriously sends 25 carriage 
returns and line feeds. Posh layout 
consists of long rows of spaces, hyphens 
or asterisks chugging along the line. 

Occasional lines are loo long, so that 
text wraps amateurishly in mid-word. 
Punctuation and spelling are both erratic. 
You are. incidentally, charged for every 
character - cold comfort indeed. 

Pardon? 

TG does not have any system for 
correcting transmission noise (which is 
of course totally unheard-of on BT 
lines): often a bit of text will l| |h:q 
lijkw lh| |/?s. What's the matter? I 
merely said, a bit of l{ | !qj will look like 
this. You pay if you want the garbled bits 
repeated ... per character and per second 
of connection lime. 

TG is a business system, so you'd 
expect to use currency symbols. Yes. bul 
only dollar signs. If you send the 
message "You owe me £100". the £ 
vanishes ... same with the yen sign and 
every single accented character in the 
ASCII set. BT chose an antiquated 
transmission setup which handles text 
characters 32 (spuce) to 1 26 (tilde) only: 
so this British system can transmit 
symbols for American but not British 
currency. How to send that message: 
"You owe me #KX)." Other TG victims 
will understand. 

TG has another surprise waiting. 
Businessmen sometimes use the sign fe 1 
("at"), which is in the allowable range. If 
you type it. though, something happens 
which isn't even hinted in the infamous 
"TG Quick Guide". The entire typed line 
containing the & sign is cancelled and 
not transmitted. What a novelty. 

TG charges for basic information 
about TG. Want to work out how they 
calculate their incomprehensible bills? 
First you must register yourself as 
worthy to learn this occult data (which 
took us weeks). Then you enter a special 
command, "INFO SBI". Whereupon 
screen after screen of weird text scrolls 
by. full of naff layout and # signs, none 
of it seeming to bear any relation to your 
bill ... and you pay for every character. 

The good old days 

TG lives in the past. When you ask for 
"INFO" on something, you are instructed 
to set the printer paper to the top of the 
page. They assume you're using not a 
computer but a teletype. 

TG's message services arc 
all mutually inconsistent. There 
is one almost straightforward way to 
send a plain message to another user. A 
rather more tortuous route will send a 
telex. And an insanely complex path 
must be followed for a fax. with 
numerous daft requirements ... for 
example, you must enter the full 
international dialling code lo fax 
someone in far-off Britain. 

Finally. TG has a sense of timing 
which all alone could be forgiven for just 




Bye-Bye 
B.T. 

Advanced communications 
technology is not all that it seems - as 
David Langford discovers to his cost 




being a classic example of bad 
programming. So. how does this little 
gem manifest itself? It arises from the 
situation where messages arrive in your 
"mailbox" after you've looked through 
il. bul before such lime as you actually 
"log off and leave TG. 

When this happens. TG issues 
its usual mass of pointless sign-off 
information ("CPU time 01 seconds": 
gosh, thanks), then announces that a 
message has arrived ("Mail call ( 1 
unread)") — and then, without 
pausing one instant, it disconnects 
you and leaves you to plod again 
through the whole laborious business 
of gelling back into TO, should you 
want to know what the message 
actually contains. 

Grown men have pulled their own 
heads off in rage at this trick. 

Why do I suspect lhat British 
Telecom would prefer people lo switch 
lo fax? In confidence, what we're doing 
now is posting each olhcr lexl on discs: 
that's nearly three-quarters of a million 
characters for jusl 22p. You know it 
makes sense. • 
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PubUttuise 

Digital Scanning Service 

For users of MD2 and Stop Press 

A? TR UL Y affordable prices 
Only E2.50 per image on your disc 

-era CF2 roritit disctsl. inagc. SAE ond cheque IPayBble Id T.J. Woodl Ld:- 

PubliMuse 

PubliMuse House. 18 The Close 

Reigafe, Surrey, RH2 7BN 

Tel; 0737 221063 Tlx: 9312133819 TW G 



PCW OWNERS IN 
THE NORTH EAST 



A shop that understands all your needs 

We stock the largest range of PCW 

software in the area 

PCW upgrades and repairs 



Microtyne 

1/3 Gallowgate, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 4088 



Using LocoScript? 



Catalogue all your files, with an indication of their contents 
drawn from LocoScript's Identity Text facility. Print the list, 
save to file, or read result into a database like LocoFile. 
Further details available on request to address below. 

• Versatile Super-LINDEX for all Amstrad PCW 

computers. Still only £14.95 inclusive 

* New, powerful LINDEX PC for users of 

LocoScript PC. Inclusive price £29.95 



Festival Software Services 



Book Vine Ltd. 470 Leeds Road, Thackley, BRADFORD BD10 9AA 

Tel (0274) 613300 (Mon-Sat incl evening) 



ttt MONEY FROM ttt 
Wb yoUR MICRO ■■* 

Your home PCW is a cash generator. 

Get it working for you. Start now. 

SAE brings free details. 

□ Home Keyboard 
Dept 8, 22 Shirlock Rd 



. mr. \ London NW3 2HS mmmm 



FREEPOST - BR1XHAM 
DEVON TQ5 OBR 



icro Design & 
ProScan Tutorial 
VHS 3 Hour Video 

£15 -Prof It to Chart ty- 




DDTP & 

i^ F.R.F0X HJ» 

0803-853144 

Hold for- Ttttphpnf 



m ymaak 



»WEH» PCW H) Cassettes (Fabric) 



Host Colours (Ordinary) 

Cold or Ellv»r 

Heat Transfer Most Colours 

>■ Ra-Blbbon »Vpurl Cott»U»t 
Hmt Colours (Ordinary) 
Cold or Silver 
HCQt Tranafer Most Colours 



£4:SO 
£7:«6 

£9:96 

t]lBO 

£1:bO 

ce:so 



IBIocH Blue Had Green Brow n Purole Orange Yeltoul 
E- Tol tor Colour Availability -^ 

PQW SSlg 4 Star LCIO SOON! 



Re-Inking 



Disc l Boats - Cars - Etc. *fSyiW'J9P 

Disc 2 Fonts for MD2 J \i3/gv} I •^g) 

Disc 3 Zodiac Signs tHMtTra.»i«rj 'DISCS' tlO^OEachl 



Ordinary (Colours) £1:50 
(HT)C3:3Q Gold/Silver C2:3Q 



[Your Pictures I Placed on YOUR Disk as 

Rombo Vldi.VID or ProScan MDA or CUT 
£2:00 Each or 5 for £8 — Min Order (4)1 



Armorial 
Armorial 512 



Heraldry a Disc £16:50 
heraldry 'B'DisciMorei£i8:50 



DESKJET INK CARTRIDGES RE-FILLED n ~. First! 
In Black Blue Red Brown Green Violet 

black **** Colour Change?? ff **»n***** 

'Star'4 Colour Ribbons MEM as D1Y Kits Ordlniry 
Hsat Transfer 4 Colour Ribbons 

ComoJet0 uith Inttructions LC10 



13:00 



t7i00 



jVISft - HftETERCflRD - EURDCflRD - flCCESS| Credit Card Orders Plus 4x 



PUT THAT 
MANUAL DOWN 

AND LISTEN! 

Most people find it hard to learn from the 

manuals, but don't realise there's a better 

way. Reeltime will teach you all you need to 

know, at a fraction of the price of a training 

course, all on your own computer! 

With instant help via the phone Hotline, 

there's no better way to learn. 

PCW Courses: 

LocoScript 1 & 2 
CP/M Computing 
dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
Mini Office Pro 



£29.95 +vat 
£49.95 +v* 



New: The PCW Flying 

Start! Master Locoscript 

and CP/M - only... 

Other courses: We have a range ol courses for all 

Amstrad computers; IBM/compatible PCs; Olivetti PCS; plus 

all the popular software including Lotus, SuperCalc, Word 

Perfect, WordStar, Ventura & Pagemaker from £29.95! 




All courses by return. Prices include P&P! Send cheque to: 
Head-Line Communication Limited, 
PO Box 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8UW 

Registered oH-c© 437. Westdaw Lane, NOTTINGHAM. 

or phone 0602 603623 with Access Vi sa no. 



Clean Machine 



Printer Cleaning 



Resilient though it is, the PCW8000 series printer puts up with an 
inordinate amount of wear and tear. This month, we find out how you 
can revitalise an exhausted print head - in six easy steps 



One of the main criticisms 
levelled at the PC'W 
8256/8512 dot matrix printer 
concerns the quality of its 
output. Many of you who have 'made the 
break' and invested in one of the 
numerous PCW compatible external 
printers on the market - such as the 
Canon Bubblejet, or one of the Citizen 
range - will he safe in the knowledge 
that your new model knocks the dots off 
a PCW original. 

This is fair comment; the PCW's 
native printer was never intended to be 
the Rolls Royce of the printing world, 
and was built to execute everyday tasks 
in as straightforward a fashion as 
possible. And besides, with the cost of an 
external printer starting at around £230. 
you will expect to see some major 
improvements over the native printer. 
Basic though the standard PCW 9- 
pin dot matrix is. it can still benefit 
enormously from a spot of attention now 
and again. If you don"t have any desire 
to rush out and buy a brand spanking 
new printer, it is well worth investing in 
the lime and trouble - both of which are 
of minimal quantity in this case - to 
maintain the original dot matrix. 
One of the most likely causes of 



printer deterioration is wear and tear on 
the nine tiny pins which make up the 
striking force of the print head. 
Excessive use can result in the 
accumulation of dust and grime on the 
pins themselves, and the blockage of the 
tiny shafts through which the pins are fed 
on their journey to the ribbon - and then 
the page. The effect of such conditions is 
usually either incomplete formation of 
letters with "descenders' - such as g. j. y. 
and p. or just a general reduction in 
printout delinition. 

Such symptoms can often be 
rectified without having to venture into 
the insides of the print head. In the case 
of generally faded printout, check your 
ribbon: no two ribbons are identical in 
terms of the lifetime which you can 
expect from (hem. and it could be (hat 
the present one has expired prematurely. 

If this is not the case, try this simple, 
effective cleansing procedure, 
recommended by reader T Dukes from 
Norfolk. Remove the ribbon cassette 
from the printer. Take a sheet of (hick 
A4 paper - Conqueror is a useful type - 
and spray stripes of WD40 down the 
page, leaving a uniform gap in between 
each stripe. Find a shortish document on 
your current working (data) disc. Feed 




WLlA 



(he WD40-clad paper 

into (he printer, and 

prim out (he document 

several limes. The 

print head will pick up 

the WD40 from the 

stripes which you have 

made, and deposit any 

excess grime on the 

bare stripes. The 

resulting improvement 

in printout quality can lie astonishing. 

and if you carry out this procedure once 

every few months, then you will be 

making a valuable contribution to 

prolonging printer life. 

Another simple way of forestalling 
print head clogging is to invest in a dust 
cover for your printer. Dust particles 
cling to seemingly invisible elemems of 
machinery with a steely resolve, so even 
minor precautionary measures such as 
this will be of help. 

This month's step by step guide- 
shows you what to do if any of the above 
steps do not cure poor printout quality. 
Cleaning the printer pins will make the 
world of difference to your output - and 
if you treat your printer with care and 
common sense, then it will continue to 
serve you well for many years to come. 



THE PCW8000 SERIES PRINT HEADS 




The a series print head 

Since the PCW was first introduced all those years ago, there 
has been a change in the type of print head on the 8000 series 
machines. The two main strains are the a series and the c 
series. Although you can barely tell from the outside, the print 
heads are very different in internal structure. 

Before you begin to tackle this month's step by step guide 
to cleaning the print head pins, remove the plastic flap on the 
top of the printer take a look inside. The 'a' series printer is the 
elder of the two models; ours, shown above, is typical of the 



The c series print head 

breed, except that it is lacking a silver coloured label with the 
words 'Caution hot' in red letters. So, if yours has that label, 
then you will be able to tackle the repair procedure indicated 
for the 'a' series. 

The more modern version, the 'c' series, has a distinctive 
black plastic housing, with the word 'HOT in capital letters on 
the top, and a small section of bright green metallic ribbon. As 
a further check on your particular version, turn the printer 
upside down, and read the circular sticky label on the base. 



• The tools which 
you need for this 
month's 

maintenance feature 
are as follows: a flat 
hladed screwdriver. 
:i mi small 
crosshead 
screwdriver 
(watchmakers' 
screwdrivers are 
ideal; a set of six 
HMtS jDSl over £2.00 
from most good DIY 
simps); a pair of 
cosmetic tweezers 

( £ 1 .55 from a 
chemist's): a can of 
WD40 (».'2.4ii from 
most garages or car 
accessory shops): a 
son cloth, and some 
Tippex (or similar). 
And last, hut by no 
means least, a pen 
and paper! 

• The two versions 
of the PCW 8000 
series print head 
which we have 
looked at are, as >ou 
know, the 'a' and the 
•e' series. Strangely 
enough, a "IT series 
was never made... 

• lfyourPCWisin 
need of more serious 
repair, check last 
month's directory of 
PCW repairers, on 
page 59 of April's 
8000 Plus. 
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Printer Cleaning 



Hints & Tips 

• Step 1a: 

When you lifl the 
print in mi! dear of 

lilt- inside nl I lie 
printer, turn it 
through °fl degrees 
so Hint Hie plastic 
plate which sul 
lacing the roller 
faces upwards. It is 
essential that you 
maintain a firm grip 
of the print head to 
avert disaster in the 

next step: 

• Step 2a: 

Hi Inn you start to 
loosen the sirens, 
make sure that the 
print head is lifted 
dear of the inside or 
the printer. You arc 
aiming lo let the 
-i ii iws drop out 
when you rotate the 
head ill a minute, 
and they cniilil be 
difficult to retrieve il" 
tins rail inside the 

casing. 

• Step 2c: 
Once yon have 
removed the metallic 
hand, the print head 
is in a cerj fragile 

state. You mint keep 
the two sections 
together until 
further instruction. 

If the\ separate, the 

pins will fall out. 

• Step 3a/3c: 

The reason that the 
diagram is so crucial 
is that each of the 
nine print head pins 
is made slightly 
differently. So. you 
need to be sure that 
you are able lo 
replace them in the 
Correct order, 
fry sticking the 
actual diagram down 
on In the « ork 
surface with a piece 
or masking tape: this 
will prevent the 
possibility of the 
paper being foiled 
and the pins being 
dispersed and losing 
their places on the 
diagram. Finally. 
make sure thai wiur 
work surface is not 
in anv draught. 
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1 Switch off the PCW, disconnect it from the mains and 
then unplug the printer. Remove the black plastic flap 
from the top of the printer casing. Locate the print head, 
which sits at the end of a stretch of copper 'ribbon'. Position 
the printer at the angle shown above. At the point where the 
copper ribbon feeds into the print head, is a flat metallic plate. 
Using a flat bladed screwdriver, gently prise the flap off. The 
print head will now lift clear of the inside of the printer, still 
tethered to the copper ribbon. 



First of all, switch off your PCW, disconnect it from the mains 
and unplug the printer. Remove the black plastic flap at the 
front of the casing. Locate and identify the print head. Using a 
flat bladed screw driver, inserted at the right hand side of the 
print head underneath the section with the word HOT on it, 
prise the top section away from its mounting. It should come 
away with the minimum of effort. Hold the print head so that 
'HOT reads the correct way up, and the rounded hub is 
pointing away from you. 




2 Using a very small crosshead screwdriver, loosen the 
four screws which corner the print head. This next step 
is crucial! Holding the two sections of the print head tightly 
together, turn the whole head upside down, so that the screws 
drop out. With one set of fingertips, lift the topmost section 
(which is attached to the copper cable) clear, gripping the 
bottom section in the upturned fingertips of the other hand. 
Keeping it in this position, lower it gently to the work surface. 



Holding the print head upwards with the hub pointing away 
from you, gently lift off the plastic section with the word HOT 
on it Carefully turn the print head so that the hub - and the 
tiny cluster of pins therein - are facing downwards. Use the 
flat bladed screwdriver to remove the metallic band securing 
the elements of the print head. Insert the blade at the point 
where the green metallic ribbon disappears into the print 
head. Gripping the head firmly, prise the sections apart. 




3 With the exposed print head before you, make a mark 
with Tippex on the northern most spoke of the wheel-like 
structure. Take a piece of paper and a pen, and draw a 
diagram of the cluster of pin heads at the centre of the wheel, 
marking the nine positions of the pins. Put a mark on your 
diagram to correspond with the one you have made on the 
wheel spoke. Use the tweezers to remove the pins one by one 
and place them in their respective positions on tile diagram. 



Still making sure that the pins are pointing downwards, place 
the freed hub section on to the work surface. Put a blob of 
Tippex at the northern most point of the raised section in the 
middle. Take a sheet of paper, and a pen, and draw a rough 
representation of this middle section, with nine points, and a 
mark corresponding to the one you have placed on the print 
head itself. One by one, carefully remove the pins and place 
mem on the diagram in their respective positions. 



Printer Cleaning 
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4 With the pins neatly laid out on the diagram, go back to 
the wheel mechanism. Using the tweezers once more, 
take hold of one of the spokes' and use it to lift the wheel clear 
of the casing. Put it to one side. Next, remove the metallic ring 
which sits underneath the top wheel, and then take out the felt 
pad which sits in the base of the plastic housing. Gently clean 
the two metallic parts with WD40, and spray the bottom of the 
hub. Take the pins one by one with the tweezers, and clean 
them with a cloth soaked in WD40. Leave to dry. 



Take some kitchen towel or a soft cloth, and douse it in WD40. 
Hold it between your thumb and forefinger so that you are able 
to squeeze it together. Using the tweezers, pick up a pin from 
your diagram at the plastic end. Gently introduce it to the 
awaiting cloth, and move it carefully along the moistened 
surface. Repeat the procedure with all nine pins. Take the 
plastic housing that the pins have come from and spray it with 
WD40, paying special attention to the middle section through 
which the pins are fed. 




5 Reassemble the cleaned wheel structure, in preparation 
for the arrival of the pins. Using the tweezers, replace 
the pins one by one using your diagram to guide you. Put the 
completed structure (wheel side still pointing upwards) on to 
the work surface, and retrieve the printer. Pick up the other 
section of the print head (attached to the copper cable), and 
join it to the open section - making sure that the wheel section 
is still facing upwards. Those pins are not yet secure! 



When all the pins have all been cleaned, replace them, using 
the diagram as a guide to their location. Use the plastic heads 
as a guide to correct positioning. Replace all nine pins, and 
then take the section which holds the green metallic ribbon 
and join it with the hub section. Holding the sections firmly 
together, reposition the bent metallic strip across the chamber 
at the opposite end to the now downwards facing hub. and 
click the 'M' shaped metal clip home. 




6 Pressing both sections firmly together, turn the 
mechanism over so that the black plastic plate is visible. 
Reposition the screws. Tighten them with the crosshead 
screwdriver. Remember, until the two sections are firmly 
joined, the pins will be in danger of falling out. Turn the head 
so that the black plate faces the roller. Slide the whole 
mechanism forwards. Retrieve the metallic plate and replace it 
so that it secures the copper ribbon to the base of the printer. 



Turn the print head so that the hub side faces away from you. 
Take the black plastic clip which has the word HOT on it and 
place it over the top of the green ribbon so that it reads the 
correct way up. Click it into place. Retrieve your printer. 
Keeping the hub pointing away from you, slide the mechanism 
back into the awaiting bracket, feeding the exposed end of the 
green metallic ribbon into the narrow slit at the back of the 
bracket. Replace the black plastic flap. 



Hints & Tips 

• Step 4a: 
The V«rJ bust or the 
a scries print head 
will probably be 
covered with ink and 
dust. Because il is 
one or the more 
robosl elements of 
the mechanism, you 
can afford to he hold 
When you clean it. II 
the liny pin shafts 
are nol cleaned 
properly, pin 
movement «ill in- 
obstructed, and 
printout quality "ill 
not improve. 

• Step 4c: 
When you are 
cleaning Ihe pins, 
take care not to 
squeeze too hard 

v> it It the cloth. The 
pins are made of 
very fine metal, and 
can bend il treated 
ton roughly. Make 
sure thai the cloth 
you use is not or too 
fibrous a material - 
and thai it doesn't 
have a mesh-like 
structure. The end of 
a pin could calch and 
bend in the ctolh. 

• Step 5a: 
When you 
reassemble the 
wheel, look mil for 
the special tab on Ihe 
topmost one. Il has a 
corresponding socket 
in the side of the 
print head base lo 
ensure correct 
positioning. 

• Step 6a: 

\\ ben VOU come to 
slide Ihe whole prinl 
head forwards! look 
out lor two lugs at 
the front of the print 
head's base: these 
have corresponding 
'homes' on Ihe 
receiving platromi. 
and will help ensure 
correct positioning. 

• when ihe 
operation is 
complete, replace the 
ribbon and test-print 
a few pages of text in 
draft quality 



EXEMPLAR DESIGN Ek'Ef.S? 



MD CLEARTEXT - The best-selling independent font collection 
for MicroDesign 2. A must if you're using the standard PCW 
printer! £14.95 

MD CLEARPAGE - As above plus extra fonts (including Greek 
and Cyrillic) and a detailed guide to newsletter production. £29.95 

MICRODIAGONALS - MicroDesign display text with a 
difference! Definitely the most eye-catching typography you can 
produce on a PCW. £18.50 

LATE EXTRA - Radically improves the quality of Stop Press text 
output. £19.50 

ALL OUR DISKS ARE FILLED TO CAPACITY WITH HIGH- 
QUALITY MATERIAL. 
PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE (OVERSEAS PRICES ON REQUEST). 
PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH TYPE OF PCW YOU USE 



A1 COMPUTER SERVICES 

For your Computer Repairs 
and Supplies 

WE ARE AUTHORISED AMSTRAD DEALERS 
EXCELLENT TURNAROUND ON PCW REPAIRS 

9 PADDOCK MOUNT, DAWLEY, 

TELFORD, SHROPSHIRE. TF4 3PR 

^ n ^ Tel: 0952-502737 ^^ 

FT^ Fax: 0952 630110 ^~| 



///// 

Compo 



The Composer's Pen II 

Also available on IBM PC compatibles, 

ring for details. "Unreservedly recommended" 

New Computer Express. 




itntrr *iff 




Mi wW 



Sketchpad II 

New Improved Version 




NEW 



MusicPad 

The Ideal Musician's Notepad 




Send for details & 
sample printouts 
ska 



or ast at your local 
music/computer shop 

Order now! Telephone hotline 

0952 595436 



Composit Software Dept 8/2 

FREEPOST 

10 Leasowe Green, Lishtmoor, 

Telford, Shropshire TF4 3BR 

Cheques payable to Composit 
Software ^^^ 

VISA 



Brochures-Business Cards— Cartoons-Catalogues- 



IF A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

OvCicro'Design 2 

• TYPESETTING • TEXT EDITING • PAGE LAYOUT 
GRAPHICS * FONT DESIGN • PRINTING 

Runs on the PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512. Fully compatible with tiles tram 
LocoScript 2, Protext, Wordstar, AMX Stop Press. The Desktop Publisher, 
Mini-Office Professional, ProScan, Rombo Vidi Digitiser. MasterScan and 
other PCW software packages. Supports most popular Mouse systems and 
9 pin. 24 pin and Laser printers, including the Star LC-10 Colour Printer. 

Huge range ol fonts (25 built in), Typestyles and Typsetting functions. 
Extensive range of Graphic Art and Design facilities. 



£45.95 



MICRODESIGN 2 „ 

(E39-11 +VAT) 

With PCW (AMX type) Mouse and Through Interface (£76.55 ♦ VAT) = £89.95 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. SAE appreciated. 



THINK WHAT YOU CAN 
SAY WITH 

(Pro Scan 

"THE MAJOR 
HARDWARE 

RELEASE OF 
THE YEAR" 




ProScan is a Professional Scanning Package, comprising Interface Software 
and Hand Scanner, trom Creative Technology for use with MicroDesign 2 and 
other programs. 

A 'stand alone' package with a good selection ot fonts and typelaces, text and 
borders can be entered directly onto a ProSCAN page and Graphics can be edit- 
ed. ProSCAN supports 9 pin. 24 pin and Laser printers, it can be used with Stop 
Press, Newsdesk International and MasterScan. Almost any Hat image can be 
scanned, giving high quality reproduction at up to 400 dpi, with control ol bright- 
ness, contrast, grey tones and texture (dither & stipple). Compatible with Flipper. 

"Sets the PCW up as a serious DTP tool." "Excellent value, excellent product". 
"This product has an appeal that is hard to beat.. ..could revolutionise the way 
you use your PCW." "A must for anyone seriously into desktop publishing... the 
results speak lor themselves" '8000 Plus' who awarded ProSCAN 20/20. 

The ProSCAN Interface and Software are available on their own for use with any 
other suitable Hand Scanner, Scanner, or Amstrad FX9600 Fax Machine. 

ProSCAN 

Interface. Software and Hand Scanner (£155.65 . VAT) = £179 

Interlace and Software only (£104.30 ■» VAT) - £119.95 

Interface. Software and Scanner Cable (lor Fax) = £129.90 

COLOUR BROCHURE ON REQUEST. SAE appreciated. 
NEW 
TRACEY A moulded lens with integral crass-hairs, easily 
attaches to your mouse and turns it into a simple Scanner £7.95 



OTHER SOFTWARE 



ipfPCl.5 



Purchase LocoFont 24 PC and obtain a FREE upgrade to the much 
improved and very desirable new version of LocoScript PC, v1 .5 
LocoFont 24 PC plus Upgrade to v1.5 (£42.51 * VAT) = £49.95 



^Cvp-per 



Flipper 2 Plus (v1.1). This new version is fully compatible with all PCW 
Memory Expansions up to 2 megaBytes and will allow you to flip between 
most programs. Flipper requires 51 2K. or a RamPac when used with 
Microdesign 2 or Mini Office (£25.45 + VAT) ■ £29.90 

Save £5 when purchased together with any ProScan, or a Rampac 



^Forezvord 



An essential writer's tool. Foreword lets you turn vague thoughts into clear 
words - fast. Type in your ideas, shuffle them around and flesh them out 
with ease. Foreword co-exists with either CP/M (legal) or LocoScript 2 (v 
2.16 onwards), hiding in the background and then "popping up" when need- 
ed. 512K of memory is required, Flipper 2, MicroDesign 2 and Mini Office 
require a RamPac. Foreword is not compatible with some peripherals - 
please check before ordering. 
Foreword costs £39.95 Foreword and Flipper 2 + costs £64.90 



SuperCDos 



All the latest computers work this way 
PCW SuperDos brings state-of-the-art Windows, Menus and Pointers to 
CP/M. Essential for the experienced user and novice alike. Requires 51 2K. 
SuperDos Latest Version 1.02 (£25.17 + VAT) = £28.95 



Leaflets — Letterheads — Magazines — Manuals 



Really Useful things.. .Brochures.. .Business Cards.. .Cartoons.. ..Catalogues. 



Hard Disfc^ 'Drives 

AT LAST! MASSIVE STORAGE AT A MINIMAL PRICE! 

Affordable, simple to install, simple to use, with supertast benefits. 
The SCA Vortex Hard Disk Drive is available in four capacities, 20MB, 30MB, 
40MB and 60MB. The 30MB, 40MB and 60MB versions include a free copy of 
LocoFile and LocoScript 2. These free-standing Hard Disk Drives come in a 
smart, compact, Amstrad complementary case and are mains powered. The 
Interface simply plugs onto the Expansion slot on the back of your computer. It 
has a through connector to allow the stacking of other peripherals. Optionally, 
at extra cost, the Interface can incorporate a 512K RamPac. 

The SCA Vortex Hard Disk Drives have a fast access time of 30mS. They are 
supplied already formatted and partitioned into four equal areas, namely Drives 
C, D, E & F but this is user variable. There are two LEDs, one for Power On 
and one for Drive Activity. 

"Comparing prices, the Vortex (SCA) disk is by far the front runner"... "A hard 
disk begins as a novelty and ends up as a necessity. The savings in time and 
energy can pay untold dividends".. ."could finally bring a whole new way of 
working within your reach." Range of features 3/5, ease of use 4/5. installation 
5/5, value for money 5/5. Total 17/20. "8000 Plus" 

20 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interlace (£299 + VAT) = E351.33 

With LocoFile and LocoScript 2 Bundle 

30 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£360 + VAT) = £423.00 

40 Megabyte Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£420 + VAT) = £493.50 

60 Megabtye Hard Disk Drive with Interface (£530 + VAT) = £622.75 

Optional : 512K RamPac built Into Interface (£59 + VAT) = £69.32 

^atrfPac 
JLozuer Trices I 

The SCA RamPac is the first successful Memory Expansion above 51 2K that 
does not invalidate any PCW warranty. Only RamPac is approved by 
Locomotive Software. RamPac simply plugs onto the back of any PCW and 
immediately increases the capacity of Drive M by either 51 2K, 768K, or 1 .5mB. 
It is compatible with MicroDesign 2, Flipper 2 Plus 1.1 and most PCW pro- 
grams. Existing owners of SCA 51 2K RamPacs can expand their memory to 
768K themselves with our DIY Kit, or return it to us for expansion at nominal 
charge. Now you can copy a 720K disc In one operationl 

RamPac 51 2K Memory Expansion (£89 + VAT) = £104.57 

RamPac 768K Memory Expansion (£109 + VAT) = £128.08 

RamPac 1 .5Mb Memory Expansion (£189 + VAT) = £222.08 

DIY 51 2K to 768K RamPac Expansion Kit (£22.08 + VAT) =£25.95 



256K MEMORY UPGRADE 



Upgrade your PCW 8256 internal memory to 51 2K with our best selling kit. 
Almost an essential for MicroDesign 2, LocoSpell and disc copying. Installation 
really Is straightforward. Thousands of satisfied customers. 

Simple instructions for the inexperienced. We supply top quality plug-in chips 
(no soldering) which are jig preformed for ease of insertion - NO BENDING 
REQUIRED - plus a 'Practice' chip. Simply "Plug in and Go". 

PCW 8256 256K Memory Upgrade Kit to 512K (£16.98 + VAT) = £19.95 

$tfc VKO 8256 jUtk 

At last you can add a Memory Expansion AND a Serial/Parallel Interface to 

your computer in ONE BOX that simply plugs on the back of your computer! 

The SCA PRO 8256 is suitable for PCW 8256/8512 Printer connection and all 

PCWs Data Transfer. The built-in 256K Memory Expansion can be 

further expanded. 

SCA PRO 8256 Interface with 256K Memory Expansion .(£75 + VAT) = £88.13 



7^ 



^epCacetnent 
<BCW Xeyboard 






An AT Style, Industry Standard Keyboard for any PCW, simply plugs into the 
port used by the original keyboard - there is nothing else to dol 

Physical and Mechanical Characteristics 

Number of keys: 102 instead of 85 
Separate cursor pad. Function keys for software. 
Separate function keys. Separate numeric keypad. 
Feelers on "F" and "J". Separate pull down menu keys. 



x% 



% 



Dimensions: Width 470mm, Depth 180mm, Height 40mm. 

PCW AT Style Replacement Keyboard (£63.79 + VAT) = £74.95 






InternaC 



,1 a 



3z Disc Drive 



jy ;: "'"-2k 



Yes, now you really can fit a 31" Drive B into the PCW 8256 and the PCW 9512 
with our remarkably straightforward DIY Kit! No soldering, no special skills 
required, you only supply commonsense and a cross-head screwdriver! 

THINK OF THE ADVANTAGES. * Professional Quality Drive * Costs less 
than a 3" drive * Uses cheaper, readily available disks * Works just like a 
standard 3" Drive B * Upwardly compatible with the new PCW with 3!" disk 
drive - coming soon! * Transfer data to other 3:" drive computers * No obso- 
lescent technology; disks and replacement drives will be available for years to 
come. NB Not compatible with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

Our high quality (TEAC FD235F) 1 megaByte Drive B (720K formatted, 706K 
under LocoScript) is fully compatible with your existing PCW software. No extra 
software is required. Data Transfer Software is available; see below. Simple, 
comprehensive Installation Instructions for DIY. 

* FD3. 5-8 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 8256 (£78.22 + VAT) = £91.90 

* FD3. 5-9 3.5" Internal Drive B for the 9512 (£78.22 + VAT) = £91.90 

EXTERNAL SWITCHABLE 3.5" DISK DRIVE 

An additional Drive B for the PCW 8512, or 8256 with a second drive. Switches 
electronically between internal 3" and external 3> and external 3i B Drives when 
you insert a disc. No unreliable mechanical switching! NB Not compatible 
with Isenstein Ramdrive. 

* FD3. 5SW 3.5" switchabie, additional Drive B (£100 + VAT) =£117.50 

NB. All 3.5" Disk Drives are supplied with Transfer Software to run on a PC with 
3.5" Drive. However, we strongly recommend:- 

MOONSTONE 2 IN 1 PCW/PC Transfer Software for any PCW. Formats a 3.5" 
Disk in MSDOS ready for a PC. When purchased with a Drive £25.95 



PERIPHERALS AND ACCESSORIES 



• • SPECIAL OFFER - WHILE STOCKS LAST • • 

Amstrad CPS8256 Interface (see below) (£34 + VAT) - £39.95 

AMSTRAD FAX MACHINES 

Only require ONE telephone line 

Fax, Telephone, Answerphone, Copier, Printer, Fax Modem, Scanner 

FREE one year on-site Warranty 

FX9600AT Fax with Answerphone (£535.32 + VAT) = £629 

FX 9600T As above, without Answerphone (£434.04 + VAT ) = £510 

CABLES 

PRINTER/FAX CABLE for PCW 8256/8512 (interface required) £9.95 

PRINTER/FAX CABLE PCW 9512 £7.95 

SCANNER CABLE FX9600 to ProSCAN Interface _.._. £9.95 

KEYBOARD EXTENSION All PCWs £5.95 

PRINTER EXTENSION PCW 8256/8512 (2 pes) (2 Metres) £19.95 

"DONGLE" Adapts export PCW to Interface, RamPac etc £17.95 

INTERFACES 

Serial/Parallel Interfaces for PCW 8256/8512 printer connection and all PCWs 
Data Transfer (also see LocoLink) 

SCA Professional. Highly regarded, full featured (£41 .70 + VAT) = £49 

SCA Professional Plus. As above plus clock/calendar (£50.21 +) = £59 

PCW MOUSE AMX type, with Interface and the all important through 
connector for adding other peripherals (£42.51 + VAT) ■ £49.95 

3.5 INCH DISKS When purchased with a drive £8. Separately £9.95 

DISK STORAGE AMS 10 (ten 3" disks) while stocks last £3.95 

LOCKABLE 3.5" DISK STORAGE 

Dataflle 40 (holds 40 disks) £7.95 Datafile 80 (holds 80) £9.95 



SPARE PARTS 



Brand New Service replacement Drives 

FD1 500K (180K/side) repl. Drive A for 8256/8512 (£67.23 +) = £79 

FD4 1Mb (720K) 9512 A Drive, or any PCW B Drive (£105.53 +) = £124 

Some other spares are available from stock, or to order. Please phone. 

Minimum order £10. Next day Courier Delivery £9 
Bold prices Include VAT end UK post. Normally by return 
Send cheques/Money orders: or Plc/LA/Govt orders to: 

SILICON CITY 

Mail order only: Dept 8, Postal Buildings, 

Ash Street, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 3EB 

Access/Visa orders: 

Telephone 09662 88707 

(Coolchance Ltd) 
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From those really people!---Maps— Menus— Newsletters— Order Forms— 



Listings 




REMs 

Any text following a 
REM command (or a 

) is a "reminder". 

and is ignored by the 
computer when the 
program is running. 
It is not vital to type 
them in absolutely as 
printed . Any 
variation will, of 
course, affect the 
check numbers at 
the end of the lines, 
but as long as the 
code before the REM 
text is correct, the 
program will still 
run perfectly well. 



Listings 



A riddle: magazines do it, newspapers do it, fanzines and advertisements do it, 
but LocoScript has trouble with it What is it? The answer is printing in 
columns. Martin Le Poidevin investigates 



There are ways of aehieving 
this much sought after effeet 
in LocoScript (using a 
complex LocoMail program. 
or putting the paper through the printer 
several limes) but these are terribly 
fiddly and require a lot of thought and 
calculation. This may have put you off in 
the past, but since printing in columns 
can look so professional this is 
something of a shame. 

Which is where Mr Clayton's 
COL.BAS program comes in. Very 
straightforward. Simply run the program, 
tell the computer which file you want to 
print out and decide on print size and 
quality. You can even add headers and 
footers (which are automatically centred) 
should you so desire. 



There are a few things to bear in mind. 
First and most important, the program 
can only deal with ASCII tiles (of up to 
31k. the author claims). LocoScript files 
must be therefore be convened before 
they can be used - not a complex 
procedure if you use the [fl] 'Make 
ASCII file' option (that's LocoScript 2 - 
in LocoScript I it lives under the [f7] 
key), and select "Simple text file' 

When COL.BAS asks for the file 
name, give the full name (including 
filetype). Once your file has been 
accepted you will be asked how many 
columns you require, how many 
characters per inch, and whether you will 
be using A4 or continuous paper. Then 
it's up to the PCW to start making some 
calculations. While it does so. a stream 



THE HISTOBY OP COttnd 
PKIITIK 

It La not at ail clear when 
nuMi-caluan printing first 
mt the light of day In 
Western culture. Tee 
Egyptians cay haw : ."- the 
ball rcUing with their 
cuneiforn beiroglyphs (viz, 
lieopatra's leedle', while 
;usx across the waters of 
tie Kediterranean Sea tne 
Greets were experimenting 
with various sorts of 
colnane 'five In all. 
leading to the rise of fifth 
coiu=nl9ts> Of these, the 
Sarir sad Ionic became the 
aost popular, especially 
when used In conjunction 
with Corinthian capitals. 

Certainly, the Hebrews nad 
not discovered the technique 
- wbon crossing the Sed Sea 
they definitely used one 



coluao. The fact that a 
second colunn - know as a 
'Pillar of Pire' - preceded 
thea 1= not nowadays seen as 
sufficient evidence of any 
aultl-celyamar intent. 
However, by the tine that 
the Ramans swept across 
Vesterr. Burope a-c Vcr'.'z 
Africa it le ilear that they 
were skilled to the use of 
ayltl-eoluan tactics, in 
their fighting as well as 
their prapeganda (which, 
being la Latin, nobody could 
understand, QBD>. 

After the So&ans caae the 
Dari Ages. Europe reeled 
under the blows of 
successive foreign Invaders, 
and pillars and obelisks do 
fact, anything concerted 
with uprightness) went down 
the plug-holes which had not 
yet been invented. 

Vhen order was restored, 



page ! 



soaetia» after Charleaagne, 
Caxton eventually got round 
to Inventing the printing 
press, and Column 3ae 'as 
bis nane should, research 
has now shown, be spelt) 
discovered America. To 
celebrate this concatenation 
of events, the Battle of 
Trafalgar was focght, as s 
direct result jf which the 
phenoaeaon known as 
'Kelson's Coiuan' was 
Invented. Until now, this 
had always been treated as 
the single greatest event In 
cnlunnar history. 



A print from the program, using pitch 12 with 3 columns. We cheated a bit by shortening the 
page • which meant changing 'max" in line 560 to the value 27. It's a shame, though, that the 
Professor can't spell hieroglyph'! 



of dots appears on the screen to assure 
you thai things are happening 

Your next input is the headers and 
footers. You are asked about each 
individually, and your first answer in 
each case should be eiiher "Y" CI want a 
header/footer here') or "N" ("I don't'). If 
the answer was "Y". you will be asked to 
input the text (remember it will be 
centred for you): if 'N'. you will go to 
the next header/footer. 

The final decision to be made is 
whether to send the output to screen - to 
check it - or to the printer. Unfortunately, 
if you send it to the screen, you will have 
to re-run the whole program in order to 
get a printout. 

There are a couple of other 
restrictions, too. The program will noi 
recognise 'tab' and "end of page' 
characters, although the first of these can 
be overcome using spaces instead of 
tabs. Nor can you edit the text once it has 
been sorted into the final page image. 

The program is written specifically 
for the 8000 series printer. However, it 
ought to run on the 9512, with the 
following modifications. Firstly, change 
the POKE command in 470 to read 
"POKE 18591.10'. keeping the rest of 
the line as printed: likewise, the POKE 
command in 620 needs the numbers 
18591.0 to follow it. Next, replace line 
810 with REM. Line 780 should read 
LPRINT 

CHRS(27):"@";"Q":CHRS(margin%):. 
In Line 490. replace the @ with 
CHR$(26):"I". 

The results on the 9512 may be less 
than ideal because of the difference in 
printers, but it works all the same. It is 
probably best to use pitch 10 with 2 
columns to begin with: but experiment 
and see just what you can achieve! 



10 REM - - - - 
20 DIM line$(6 
30 DEF FNa$(r, 
40 DEF FNw$=e$ 
50 DEF FNprt$( 
60 PRINT cls$; 
SPC(33) 

70 PRINT: PRINT 
80 PRINT FNcm$ 
90 IF FIND$(in 
100 FIELD #1, 1 



- COL.BAS BY J.R.CLAYTON 3/91 ----------- 

2,4): e$=CHR$ ( 27 ) : cls$=e$+"E"+e$+"H" : rv$=e$+"p" : ev$=e$+"q" 
c ) =e$+"Y"+CHR$ ( 32+r ) +CHR$ ( 32+c ) : DEF FNcm$=FNa$ (4,0) +e$+" J" 
+"X"+CHR$ (36) +CHR$ ( 32 ) +CHR$ ( 56 ) +CHR$ (121) 
line$,colw%)=line$+SPACE$( (colw%+l) - (LEN(line$ ) ) ) 
rv$ ;SPC( 88 ): PRINT: PRINT SPC (33 ); "COL.BAS by J.R.Clayton"; 

SPC(88) ;ev$ 
;:INPUT "name of file to process"; infil$ 
fil$)="" THEN 80 ELSE OPEN "R", #1, inf il$, 1 :OPEN "0",#2,"M:t 

AS a$:GOSUB 500 :page%=l : PRINT FNcm$FNw$; "PLEASE WAIT"; 



19B0 
1844 
1A3C 
1353 
1B0B 

27C2 
0CD7 
1B37 
fil"lDEA 
1F99 



By now the program has already set up many of its functions, and has discovered the name of the file to be dealt with 



110 REM ----- 1 MAIN PROGRAM LOOP 
120 GET #1:WHILE NOT EOF ( 1 ) : a%=ASC (a$ ) 
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187B 
10E8 



Listings 



130 IF a%=13 THEN 170 ELSE IF a%<32 THEN 160 1112 

140 IF a%<160 AND a%>127 THEN 160 ELSE IF a%=32 THEN ls%=LEN(cl$) 1902 

150 cl$=cl$+a$:IF LEN(cl$) =colw%+l THEN GOTO 190 1368 

160 GET #l:WEND:GOSUB 240:CLOSE :GOTO 250 14A1 

170 GET #l:GOSUB 240 : ls%=0 : GOTO 160:'- ----- 1A SORTS OUT C/RETURN 2162 

180 REM -----------lb SPLITS LINE - - - 168C 

190 IF ls%+l=LEN(cl$) THEN cl$=LEFT$ (cl$, colw%) :GOTO 200:ELSE 210 1D86 

200 GOSUB 240 :ls%=0: GOTO 160 0BEB 

210 IF ls%=0 THEN ls%=40 09F3 

220 tempcl$=cl$:cl$=LEFT$(cl$,ls%) : GOSUB 240 :cl$=RIGHT$ (tempcl$ , (colw%-ls%) ) 21C7 

230 ls%=LEN(cl$) :GOTO 160 0B71 
240 count=count+l: PRINT #2 cl$:PRINT " . " ; : cl$="" :RETURN: '- lc WRITES TO FILE- 25CD 



Two files are maintained on the M: drive. One - written in this section - is just the original text in one long column 



250 REM - - - 2 PAGE MAKE UP----------- 162A 

260 page%=( count/ (coln%*55) +1) :cen%=( (coln%*colw%) + (3* (coln%-l) ) ) : pp%=page°-s 1FBA 

270 DIM header%(pp%) , f ooter%(pp%) ,header$ (pp%) , f ooter$ (pp%) ,maxl%(pp%) 1FE7 

280 OPEN "I",#l, "M:T.FIL":OPEN "O" , #2 , "M: T2 . f il" :page%=l : c%=l : 1%=1 :GOSUB 630 1F09 

290 WHILE NOT EOF(l): LINE INPUT #1, line$ ( 1%, c%) : 1%=1%+1 19AB 

300 IF l°-&>=maxl%(page%) THEN l%=l:c%=c%+l:ELSE 320 15DD 

310 IF c%>coln% THEN c%=l:GOSUB 330 :page%=page%+l : GOSUB 630 :GOTO 320 1F32 

320 WEND :GOSUB 330:CLOSE :GOTO 350 1194 

330 FOR 11%=1 TO maxl%(page%) :FOR cc%=l TO coln%: ' - - 2a WRITE PAGE TO FILE 20EE 
340 PRINT #2 line$(ll%,cc%) :NEXT cc%:NEXT 11%:ERASE line$: 

DIM line$(62,4) :RETURN 2477 






The second tile is written in this section - it arranges the columns in an 'interleaving' pattern, making them easy to print 



350 REM - - - 3 PRINT PAGES ------------ 

360 GOSUB 580:GOSUB 760:OPEN "I" , #2 , "M:T2 . f il" 

370 FOR p%=l TO page%:IF header%(p%) =0 THEN 3 90 

380 PRINT: PRINT: PRINT header $ (p%) : PRINT: PRINT: PRINT: PRINT: PRINT 

390 FOR i%=l TO maxl%(p%) : FOR d%=l TO coln%-l:LINE INPUT #2,lin$ 

400 PRINT FNprt$(lin$,colw%)"|"; :NEXT d%:LINE INPUT #2,lin$ 

410 PRINT FNprt$(lin$,colw%) : IF output$="S" THEN 430 

420 FOR d%=l TO coln%-l:PRINT SPACE$ (colw%+l) " I" ; :NEXT d%:PRINT 

430 lin$="":NEXT i%:IF f ooter%(p%) =0 THEN 450 

440 PRINT: PRINT: PRINT footer$ (p%) : PRINT 

450 IF paper$="C" OR output$="S" THEN FOR i=l TO 10 : PRINT:NEXT i 

460 NEXT p% 

470 POKE 18527, 99:PRINT cls$ ; "Finished. .. .press any key " 

480 a$=INPUT$(l) :KILL "M:T. FIL" :KILL "M:T2.FIL" 

490 WIDTH 90:PRINT e$+"y" ;cls$ : LPRINT CHR$ (27 ) ; "&" :END 



1625 
1397 
1422 
2746 
1E1F 
1CBA 
191C 
1D3F 
1341 
1660 
1F6E 
0499 
1C1E 
154A 
176D 



The section which manages the actual printing. Note that line 480 clears both the files which had been created on drive M: 



500 REM - - - 4 GETS DATA FOR PROGRAM ----------- 193A 

510 PRINT FNcm$;"No Columns"; : INPUT; coln%: IF coln%>4 OR coln%<2 GOTO 510 2279 

520 PRINT FNcm$;"Set Character Pitch: [10/12/17] ";: INPUT; charpit% 20B5 

530 IF charpit%=12 OR charpit%=10 OR charpit%=17 THEN 540 ELSE 520 1CFD 

540 colw%=( ( (charpit%*7.5)-(3*(coln%-l) ) )/coln%) 1247 

550 PRINT FNcm$;"[A]4 or [Continuous paper ?" ; :paper$=UPPER$ ( INPUT$ ( 1 ) ) 259A 

560 IF paper$="A" THEN max%=54 ELSE IF paper$="C" THEN max%=55 ELSE 550 1DCB 

57 RETURN 0516 

580 REM ----- 4a GETS OUTPUT DATA/ //SETS POKES --------- 1CAA 

590 PRINT cls$"Send output to [p]rinter or [s] creen?"; :output$=UPPER$ ( INPUT$ ( 1) ) 

2B83 

600 IF output$="S" THEN RETURN ELSE IF output$="P" THEN 610 ELSE 590 2034 

610 PRINT cls$;" [N] .L.Q. or [D]raft printing ?"; :Qual$=UPPER$ (INPUT$ (1) ) 2455 

620 IF Qual$="N" OR Qual$="D" THEN PRINT cls$:POKE 18527 , 90 : RETURN ELSE 610 237C 



The part of the program that asks for your requirements. The following section controls the headers and footers 



630 REM - - - 5 HEADERS AND FOOTERS 



188F 
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Listings 



640 PRINT cls$"insert header for page : ";page%; "?" 

650 IF UPPER$(INPUT$(1) )<>"Y" THEN maxl%(page%) =max%+4 :GOTO 670: 

ELSE GOSUB 710 

660 maxl%(page%) =max%: header%(page 9 &) =1 :header$ (page%) =both$ :both$="" 

670 PRINT cls$"insert footer for page :";page%; "?" 

680 IF UPPER$(INPUT$(1) )<>"Y" THEN maxl%(page%) =maxl%(page%) +3 : 

GOTO 7 00 ELSE GOSUB 710 

690 footer%(page%)=l:footer$(page%)=both$:both$="" 

700 PRINT cls$"Setting page "pageV . Please wait... ":RETURN 

710 REM - - - 5a GET TEXT FOR HEAD/FOOT ---------- 

720 INPUT "TYPE IN TEXT: MAX 60 CHARACTERS :", both$ 

730 IF LEN(both$)>60 THEN 710 

74 cenb%=( (cen%-LEN(both$) ) 12) 

750 both$=SPACE$(cenb%)+both$+SPACE$(cenb%) : RETURN 

760 REM - - - 6 SET PRINTER CONTROLS ----------- 

770 margin%=coln%*(colw%+2) 

780 LPRINT CHR$(27);"Q";CHR$(margin%) ; 

790 IF charpit%=12 THEN LPRINT CHR$ (27 ) ; "M"; :GOTO 810 

800 IF charpit%=17 THEN LPRINT CHR$ (27 ) ;CHR$ ( 15 ) ;CHR$ (27 ) ; "G"; : 

GOTO 820: ELSE 810 

810 IF Qual$="N" THEN LPRINT CHR$ (27 ) ; "m"; "1" ; 

820 IF paper$="C" THEN LPRINT CHR$ (27 ) ; "c" ;CHR$ (27 ) ; "N";CHR$ (0 ) ; :ELSE 830 

830 LPRINT CHR$(27) ; "A" ; CHR$ ( 6 ) ; : RETURN 



1689 

24B8 
20AA 
16DA 

2830 
15C1 
1C52 
1A6C 
199D 
0CAA 
0BC0 
1B6A 
1B0E 
0BE2 
10BB 
1743 

2317 
134F 
1E45 
11A2 



Finally come the printer controls. With a bit of knowledge, it is possible to alter some of these to allow, lor instance, bold printing 



The chancellor look us all by surprise by 
the alterations to VAT which he 
announced in the budget in March. 

Less surprising were some of the 
alterations he made to other existing tax 
parameters. For instance, there was a 
change in the amount of the personal tax 
allowance - the amount that anyone is 
allowed to earn before beginning to pay 
tax - there were changes in the marriage 
allowance, and alterations to the rules on 
company cars. 

When you add to this possible 
changes in your own circumstances, 
keeping tabs on what you may end up 
owing the Chancellor come next April 
gets to be very difficult. 

Well. 8000 Plus comes to your 
rescue, with this simple but effective 
program from Robert Kelly. 

You are asked, quite simply, for four 
inputs (with three more if you have a 
company car): from these the computer 
can calculate how much tax you will be 
liable to pay. and your net salary per 
annum. 

The beauty of the program is its 
simplicity. This means that it is easy to 
amend, either because (say in the next 



TAX.BAS by R Kelly 



Uhat is your age 34 

Hhat is your gross annual income 35000 

Do you clam an additional Married allowance <n> y 

Do you have a conpany car <n> y 

Hhat is the age of car in years at 6 April 1991 1 

lOiat is the cc of the car 2200 

Hhat is your annual business Mileage? 32435 

Sunnary Statenent of lax Payment and Allowance 



Gross 
salary p,a 



Taxable value lax-free 
of Co. car allowance 



Anount of 
tax payable 



Nett salary 
per annuo 



The results of the program, pushing it to its limits. It can't really cope with anything more than 
£35.000. Mind you, if you earn that much, you should be able to employ somebody to write 
another program lor you 



budget) the details change, or because 
you want to add to the program to make 
it more accurate (perhaps to include Nl 
contributions, if you want to be reminded 
of such things). 

Another great feature of the program 
is the clarity of the variable names. No 



vsx3( 1 )=b7cc(r) here - a salary is a sal. a 
mile is a mile, and a cc is a cc. This 
makes a big difference when you come 
back to change the listing at a later date. 
Clarity is also aided by keeping lines as 
simple as possible - each having only 
one act to perform. 



10 REM Income tax checker for 1990/91 Copyright R J Kelly (TAX91.BAS) 

20 e$=CHR$(27) :cls$=e$+"E"+e$+"H":PRINT cls$ 

30 a%=0:sal=0:allow%=0 

40 PRINT cls$:INPUT"What is your age ",y% 

50 IF y%<65 THEN allow%=3295 

60 IF y%>=65 AND y%<=74 THEN allow%=4020 

70 IF y%>=75 THEN allow%=4180 

80 PRINT : INPUT"What is your gross annual income ",sal 



20E4 
11A6 
0910 
1529 
0BFF 
10FD 
0C45 
1EEA 



Here, we're in the midst of collecting the information, and producing the variables from it. Notice how clear lines 50 to 70 are 
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90 PRINT: INPUT "Do you claim an additional married allowance <n> ",a$ 

100 IF UPPER$(a$)="Y" AND y%<65 THEN a%=1720 

110 IF UPPER$(a$)="Y" AND y%>=65 AND y%<74 THEN a%=2355 

120 IF UPPER$(a$)="Y" AND y%>=75 THEN a%=2395 

130 PRINT :INPUT"Do you have a company car <n> ",car$ 

140 IF UPPER$(car$)="Y" THEN GOSUB 230 

150 ts%=(sal+c)-(allow%+a%) 

160 IF sal+a%+c<23700+allow% THEN tax=ts%*25/100 ELSE tax=((ts% 

23700) *40/100)+ (23700*25)7100 



Listings 

25B8 
0FF3 
158A 
10EC 
1A03 
103C 
0B7 8 

21D7 



Line 160 is the main calculation. Everything else simply prepares the material for this, in as friendly a manner as possible 



170 PRINT:PRINT TAB (22 ) "Summary Statement of Tax Payment and Allowance" 273C 

180 PRINT TAB (22) ; STRING$ (4 6, CHR$ (138) ) 0FD8 

190 PRINT" Gross ", "Taxable value"," Tax-free"," Taxable ", "Amount of", 

"Nett salary" 2901 

200 PRINT"salary p. a"," of Co. car"," allowance"," income", 

"tax payable"," per annum" 2663 

210 PRINT : PRINT; "£"sal, "£"c, "£" (allow%+a%) , "£"ts%, "£"tax, "£" (sal-tax) 2639 

220 END 0363 



All the printing to screen happens in this section. If you want hard copy, change all the PRINT statements to LPRINT 



230 REM Calculate taxable value of company car 

240 c=0 

250 PRINT : INPUT"What is the age of car in years at 6 April 1991 ",age 

260 IF age<4 THEN x=0 

270 IF age>=4 THEN x=l 

280 PRINT : lNPUT"What is the cc of the car ",cc 

290 IF cc<=1400 AND x=0 THEN c=2050 

300 IF cc<=1400 AND x=l THEN c=1400 

310 IF cc>1400 AND cc<2000 AND x=0 THEN c=2650 

320 IF cc>1400 AND cc<2000 AND x=l THEN c=1800 

IF cc>=2000 AND x=0 THEN c=4250 

IF cc>=2000 AND x=l THEN c=2850 
350 PRINT : INPUT"What is your annual business mileage? ",mile 
360 IF mile>=18000 THEN c=c/2 
370 IF mile<2500 THEN c=c+(c/2) 
3 80 RETURN 



330 
340 



184F 
026D 
21C4 
087F 
0926 
174E 
0CCF 
OCCD 
1169 
1161 
OCCD 
0CF4 
2186 
0C0F 
0C19 
0515 



This final section deals with the company car. It produces a product, 'c', which goes into the main calculation in line 160 



HOW TO TYPE IN A LISTING 



The first thing to do is to boot up CP/M. 
by loading the disc into the machine at 
turn-on time; when it settles down type in 
the word BASIC and hit [RETURN]. 

You will be given a bit of Information 
about Mallard BASIC, and then the 
prompt "Ok". You can now begin to type 
in the program. 

Each line begins with a number. This 
must be typed in, along with the text that 
follows it, but not the list of numbers on 
the right hand side (these are part of a 
checking procedure we publish from 
time to time). 

Make sure that what you type is 
exactly what is on the page, especially in 
terms of punctuation. One semi-colon 
instead of colon may not seem much to 
you, but it could spell disaster for the 
program. Be careful, as well, that you 
differentiate properly between "0" (the 
number zero) and "0" (the capital "0"), 
and between "1" (the number "1") and 



the lower case "L". From such small 
errors, great crashes flow. If you do spot 
an error in a line as you are typing it in, 
use the cursor keys to go back and 
amend it. 

Once you are sure that a line is 
typed in correctly, then hit the [RETURN] 
button and go on to the net one. If you 
subsequently notice a mistake, type 
"edit", followed by the line number and 
[RETURN], and you will be given the 
chance to make your correction. Once 
you have typed in the whole program, 
check that everything is there as it 
should be by typing "list" [RETURN]. The 
whole program will scroll past you. To 
stop it at any point press [f5], and to 
restart it press [f5] again. 

If all is present and correct, save 
your program to disc by typing "save" 
followed by the program name, which 
must be in quotation marks. Now comes 
the moment of truth. Type run [RETURN]. 



If all has gone well, it will work first time. 
If not, you may be given an error 
message, often with a line number 
attached (which may or may not help - it 
can often be that the line over which the 
computer gets stuck will be perfectly OK 
in itself, but it just happens to be the 
point at which an earlier mis-type 
becomes critical) so that you can rectify 
the fault. If there is no fault there, or no 
line number, check the rest of the 
program with a fine toothcomb. 

And if you have made any changes 
or improvements, don't forget to save the 
updated version of the program (use the 
same filename and the old, bugged 
version will automatically be deleted 
from the disc). 

When you want to use the program 
again you must first load BASIC as 
before, the type: "LOAD "filename" 
[RETURN]. It can then be used as before, 
by typing RUN [RETURN]. 












Starters' 
orders! 

If you have any short, 
simple listings which 
you think could be of 
use to beginners, send 
them in; we'll be 
starting a special 
section for newcomers 
to BASIC soon. Send 
your listings (of not 
more than 40 lines), 
to: Starters' Orders, 
80(H) Plus, 

30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath 
BAI 2BW 




DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE PCW 8256, 8512 & 9512 



WORD PROCESSING 



Please stale which PCW model. All 

Locomotive products are for use with 

LocoScript 2 only unless otherwise stated 

LocoScript 2 32.95 

LocoSpell 26.95 

LocoMail 32.95 

LocoMail (for LocoScript I) 9.95 

LocoFile 35.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoFile 42.95 

LocoScript 2 and LocoSpell 41.95 

LocoMail and LocoFile 47.95 

Locomotive Printer Support Pack 31.95 

combines Standard & 24 Pin Printer Drivers 
disks. Printwheels disk and keyboards disk 

LocoFont (1 and 2) 32.95 

LocoFont 24 (Text & Display) 32.95 

3" Thesaurus (for iAtcoFile) 14.95 

Supertype 2 (fonts program) 12.95 



PROTEXT PCW 

The fast alternative to LocoScript, 

with Mail Merge and Spell Checker. 

£39.95 



DATABASES 



Masterfile 8000 32.95 

AtLast Plus 24.95 

Comix Card Index (state model) 19.95 

Minerva First Base 19.95 



BUSINESS & FINANCIAL 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

The best selling finance package 

for small business or personal use 

£44.95 



Comix Simple Accounts 2 49.95 

Simple Accounts Entry Changer 19.95 

Cornix Invoicing 39.95 

Comix Job Estimator 55.95 

full specifications available on request 

Stock-market 2 35.95 

Cracker 2 Turbo, spreadsheet 35.95 

System 3 (by Digita) 29.95 



SUPERCALC 2 

£39.95 



PROGRAMMING 



Amor C 36.95 

HisoftC 36.95 

Nevada COBOL 36.95 

Pascal 80 36.95 

Devpac 80 36.95 

Maxam 2 36.95 



PRO-SCAN 

At last a high quality scanner tor all PCWs. Based 

on a 400 dpi hand held scanner S offering 4 

scanning modes this is the ideal partner for 

MicroDesign 2. 

£1 79.00 



D.T.P. AND GRAPHICS I EDUCATIONAL & TUTORIAL 



Fun School range, by Database 

Fun School 3. 2 to 5 years 17.95 

Fun School 3, 5 to 7 years 17.95 

Fun School 3. 7 to 12 years 17.95 

LCL Software 

Micro English (Age 8-GCSE) 19.95 

Micro Maths (1 1-GCSE) 19.95 

Foreign Languages, by Kosmos 

French Mistress (12 to adult) 15.95 

German Master (12 to adult) 15.95 

Spanish Tutor ( 12 to adult) 15.95 

Italian Tutor ( 12 to adult) 1 5.95 

DGC Software Range 

Junior Playtime (4 to 8 years) 10.95 

Schools Out (7 to 14) 10.95 

Ultimate Sums (5 to 15) 10.95 

Ultimate Quiz 10.95 

Others 

lansyst Crash Course 18.95 

Iansyst Two Finger Conversion 18.95 

Crush Course is oimed at Ihe novice typist, and teaches 

\ omct typing from the outset. Two Fingers is for more 

experienced keyboard users, and gradually coaxes you into 

using all of your fingers on the right keys! 



MICRO DESIGN 2 

The best DTP program available for the PCW. 

Drives 9 pin, 24 pin and even Laser printers lor top 

quality documents. 

software only £44.95 
with AMX Mouse £84.95 



STOP PRESS DTP! 

new low prices 
STOP PRESS SOFTWARE 31.95 
STOP PRESS & AMX MOUSE PACK 65.95 



AMX MOUSE 

suitable for STOP PRESS, MICRO DESIGN 2, THE 

DESKTOP PUBLISHER, PROSCAN, and most 

PCW graphics software 

OUR PRICE £46.95 



Desktop Publisher and Mouse 59.95 

MasterScan and MasterPaint 49.95 

MasterScan, Paint, and Mouse 89.95 

Please call for advice before ordering Masterscan. 

AMSOFT CF2 DISKS 

5 for 11.00 10 for 19.95 
SPECIAL OFFER; 20 AMSOFTS, £36.00 



CONTINUOUS PAPER 

Size, weight/no. sheets 500 1000 2000 

11" x 9.5", 60gsm 6.95 10.95 18.95 

A4, 70gsm 7.95 13.95 24.95 

A4, 80gsm 8.95 14.95 25.95 

A4. 90gsm 9.95 16.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

complete suite of Word Processor. Comms, 

Spreadsheet (includes Graphics) and Database 

programs, manual and John Hughes' All In One Mini 

Office Book 

£26.95 



GAMES 



Clock Chess 89 14.95 

Home Entertainmenl Centre 14.95 

Cross-Grid 10.95 

Head Coach v3 16.95 

Lancelot 14.95 

Sir Perceval 14.95 

Terrncom 14.95 

Tomahawk 14.95 

Tank Attack - 2 or more players only 14.95 

Time and Magik 10.95 

Dust Covers 

8256/8512. 3 piece 9.95 

9512 (w/out sheetfeeder), 3 pc 10.95 

9512. inc sheetfeeder, 3 pc 12.95 

Ribbons 

8256/8512. 14 metre fabric each 3.95 

two for 7.00 
95 12 continuous fabric each 2.95 

two for 5.00 
9512 Amstrad branded Film each 3.95 

five for 17.95 
12 for 39.95 



MISCELLANEOUS 



PCW UPGRADES 



8256 MEMORY EXPANSION 19.95 

Internal expansion comprising solderless chips and 
complete easv to follow fitting instructions 

8256 3.5" Second Disk Drive 89.95 

Amstrad FD4 second 3.5" drive CALL 

SCA 512k Rampack/w all PCWs 1 13.85 

SCA 768k Rampack for 8256 136.85 

Flipper 2 Plus requires 512k 29.95 



PRINTERS 



SERIAL (RS232)/ PARALLEL 

INTERFACES 

SCA PROFESSIONAL £49.95 

SCA PRO PLUS £59.95 



All of the following printers are supplied with the necessary cable 
far your 9512. If you have an 8256 or 8512 you will need a 
suitable interface, such as the SCA Professional at £49.95. A 

suitable cable will then be supplied to fit this. 

We are Itappy to give our advice on printers. Please call the 

number shown helow during normal office hours. 

9 Pin Printers 

PANASONIC KXP - 1081 159.95 

STAR LC-I0 Mark One 169.95 

STAR LC-10 Mark Two 189.95 

STARLC200 219.95 

24 Pin Printers 

STAR LC24-200 269.95 

PANASONIC KXP- 1 124 259.95 

STAR LC24-200 COLOUR 299.95 




FAX: 0462-670301 



PRICES INCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE TO THE U.K. 
SEND SAE NOW FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST 

Education, Local Authority and Government orders welcomed. 

Overseas customers also welcome, please call or write for quotations. 

All goods subject to availability, all prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. 

CALLERS WELCOME 9.30 TO 5.00 SIX DAYS 

MJC SUPPLIES (PLS) 

2, The Arches, Icknield Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1UJ 

TELEPHONE ORDERS AND ENQUIRIES 

LETCHWORTH (0462) 48.11.66 (6 lines) 



Please note: at time of 

going to press, price 

changes are pending 

following the Budget. 

Please call before 

ordering for correct 

price after 1st April 



Proprietor: MJ Cooper. 




With such a variety of software for the 
PCW currently on the market, learn- 
ing how to get the best out of your 
machine can often seem to be a daunt- 
ing treck through poorly-written man- 
uals and stodgy jargon. 

For the would-be LocoScript, 
CP/M or BASIC expert, a PCW User 
Club can provide an ideal source of 
knowledge. An informal atmosphere 
can be very productive - and there's 
no better way to learn than with the 
one-to-one help of an expert 

Alternatively, you could recruit 
the aid of such an expert to your home, 
or attend specialised courses part-time 
in colleges and schools. 

Below is a selection of clubs and 
training organisations which can offer 
such help. Why not make contact; it 
could be an inexpensive, effective way 
to a better understanding of what your 
PCW can do for you. 

Clubs 

York Amstrad Computer Club 

Enterprise Social Club. 17 Nunnery 
Lane, York (address for meetings only) 
Enquiries:Simon Williams 0906 40164 

Scotwest.PCW 

19, Porton Place, Old Greenock Road. 

Bishopton. Scotland 

Enquiries: Iain Lang 0505 863916 

Ground Floor User Group 

Holme Street, Hebden Bridge 

West Yorkshire 

Enquiries: Jae Campbell 0422 844991 

Retford PCW User Group 

14 Machin Close, Tuxford, Nr Newark 
Nottinghamshire NG22 OJZ 
Enquiries: Paul Tew 0777 870038 

CP/M and MS DOS User's Group 

43 Birkbeck Road. Wimbledon. 
London SW 19 8NZ 
Enquiries-.David Nesbitt 
081 543 0824 

Hampshire PCW User's Group 
Unit 5, Cable Street. Northern, 
Southampton. Hampshire 
(address for meetings only) 
Enquiries: Paul Day ( above address) 
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Hereford Computer Club 

18 Church Street. Hereford 

Herefordshire HRI 2LR 

Enquiries: David Rose 0432 267123 

Teesside Amstrad User Group 

8 Knaylon Grove, Greenvale. 
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland 
TS19 7RW 

Enquiries:Gladys Baker 0642 580018 

M25 User Group 

58 /slip Gardens, Norlholt 

Middlesex UBS SBY 

Enquiries: Tony Brown 081 841 3666 

Littlemore Amstrad PCW User Group 

Peers School (Adult Education Centre). 

Littlemore, Oxford 

Enquiries: R G Hughes 0865 242720 

The Worldwide Amstrad Computer 
Club (WACCI) 

9 South Close Twickenham TW2 5JE 
Enquiries: Steve Williams (see above) 

Training 

Banna Word Processing 

29 New Bond Street, London W1Y 
9HD Subjects: Loco 1&2. SuperCalc, 
Enquiries: 071 493 3336 

Computer Training Centres UK Ltd 

Exchange Buildings, Upper Hinton 
Road, Bournemouth BH1 2HH 
Enquiries: 0202 299676 

Dynamic Sales and Training 

47 GoldsH'orlh Road, Woking, Surrey 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2. dBase, 
dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0483 756914 

Headline Communication Ltd 

PO Box 22. Hereford HR4 8UW 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, CP/M, 
dBase II, SuperCalc 2 
Enquiries: 0432 271598 

Horsham Office Skills Training 

Unit 2, 24 London Road, Horsham, 
West Sussex RH1 2 1 AY 
Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. Wordstar 
Enquiries: 0403 211440 

John S Blandford 

/5 St Albans Road. Sandridge, St 
Albans. Herts ALA 9LA 



Subjects: LocoScript I & 2. LocoMail. 
Mallard BASIC 
Enquiries: 0727 59913 

Linkom Training 

32 Hill Street. Totterdown, Bristol 

Subjects: LocoScript 1 & 2, Sage 

Accounts 

Enquiries: 0270 717435 

No Hassle Computing 

36 Tantallon Road. Balham. London 
SW12 8DG 

Subjects: LocoScript I & 2, 
Supercalc, Cracker, Masterfile 8000 
Enquiries: 081 675 3139 

Molesley Education 

Flat 3, 10. Matham Road. East 
Molesley Subjects: LocoScript I &2. 
Loco PC 
Enquiries: 081 941 1364 

Office International 

247-257 Euston Road, London 
NWI 2HY Subjects: LocoScript 1 &2, 
Cardbox, NewWord, Supercalc 2. Sage 
Accounts, LocoMail 
Enquiries: 071 387 9339 

Off the Shelf Training Services 

5a West Street. Bognor Regis. West 
Sussex, P021 1UB 

Subjects: LocoScript I &2, LocoMail 
Enquiries: 0243 827778 

Rodesign 

195 Milwards, Harlow. Essex CM 19 
4SJ Subjects: Micro Design, ProScan 
Enquiries: 0279 444313 

Victoria College 

13 Dalton Square, Lancaster, LAI 1PL 
Subjects: Loco 1&2, Supercalc. dBase, 
WordStar, Sage Accounts. Stop Press 
Enquiries: 0524 33996 

Wetherby Office Training 

Cambridge House. 39 Cambridge St., 
Wellingborough, Norlhants NN8 1DW 
Subjects :Loco 1&2, dBase, Supercalc 2 
Enquiries: 0933 222400 

Wetherby Price IVaining 

30 New Canal. Salisbury. Wiltshire 
Subjects: LocoScript 1 &2. CP/M, 
Sage Accounts 
Enquiries: 0722 24005 




op Press! 

The latest training 
I res! 



2! 
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Ids Easy 
omputcr Trainin 
Moyclare Park 
Idoyle. Dublin I 
Ireland 
Subjects: Loco 2. 
Loco PC, Micro 
Design, Sage 
Accounts. Money 
Manager 
Contact: 088 5612 



Computer Services 
(Kent I. 2 Church 
Road Business 
Centre, 

Sittingbournc. K 
MF.10 3RS. 
Subjects: LOGO 2, 
LocoFile, LocoMail, 
Supercalc 2, Moi 
Manager, 
MicroDesign. 
itact:0795 42l 



a. 



- 

tail, 
1732 



Westwind Computer 
Education Centre, 
13b Church Street, 
Wellington. Telford 
Subjects: Loco 2, 
LocoMail, Protext. 
Supercalc 2, 
Masterfile, dBase 2 
< .intact: 0952 56573 

Electric Words 
232 Arbroath Ron 
Dundee DD4 7SB 
Subjects: Loco l&Z 
Loco PC 
( oniact: 0382 
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Mayday! Mayday! 




Get organised 

Is it possible to transfer 
data between a 
PCW8256 and a Sharp 
ZQ5200 organiser, and 
other organisers in the 
Sharp IQ range? 
Graham Devenish, Hove. 
E Sussex 

8000 Plus: A good 
question - can anyone 
out there help? 



LocoScript giving you the cold shoulder? Things looking gloomy in 
BASIC? Does CP/M put the wind up you? Your PCW summer starts 
here! So don't just call Mayday, come to Tipoffs. In the following 
pages we put some sunshine into LocoScript, LocoMail and LocoFile, 
and give you some hot tips in BASIC and CP/M. 

Niels Ege of Gentofte in Denmark will have a sunny smile this 
month - he's getting the Tipoffs cheque for £30 for his bright ideas on 
LocoScript. including one that reverses the screen for those glaring 
summer days. So if you know any tips, send them to us at Tipoffs, 
8000 Plus. 30 Monmouth St. Bath BA1 2XF. you could win hard cash. 
What's more, it's Freepost! 



Animated idea 

I have redesigned some characters in 
BASIC (following the tip in March's 
issue) and now want to animate them so 
they move around the screen. How is 
this done? 
Laurence Pawling, 
Huntingdon, C'ambs 

8000 Plus: There 's no easy way of 
doing il properly. (Some machines such 
as the Commodore Amino have a 
special 'hliller' chip precisely lo handle 
this kind of animation). 

You can do crude 'animation ' by 
printing the character at a certain 
position, then printing o space at that 



position and printing the character in 
an adjacent position. 

If you have a line like this near the 
start of your program 
I0DEF 

FNatS(x,y)=CHRS(27)+ " V+CHR$(x 
+32)+CHRS(y+32) 
then thereafter, a line like 
1000 PRINT FNtitSl 3.24); "o"; 
will print a letter o at the fourth row 
down and the twenty-fifth column 
across. ( That 's because the top left 
square is counted as the noughth row 
and noughth column, or 10.0). The lop 
right square is (0,89), the bottom left is 
130.0). and bottom right 130.89)). 



Comment piece 

While editing a LocoScript document, 
you can edit the headers at any time by 
pressing |fl 1 1 ENTER | (or. in 
LocoScript I. [17] 1 ENTER]). Normally 
header 2 and fooler 2 are used "for no 
pages at all*, meaning they won't print 
anywhere, but you can still enter any 
amount of text into ihem. |EXIT] 
returns to the main document. 

Possible applications for this, apart 
from headers, include: 

1 . Keeping a record of dates when the 
document was edited or updated - 
useful for name and address lists, or 

financial documents. 

2. Comments that you don't want 
printed - a note to yourself 
reminding you of telephone 
conversations preceding a 
confirmatory letter, perhaps, or an 
explanation putting that 
threatening letter to a debtor 

in context. 

3. A list of cross-reference documents 
on the same or other discs. 

Ian Chisnall. Bolton. Lanes 




Header and Footer no. 2 can be good places 
to secrete information in a document that 
you don't want printed, such as the 
background to a business letter 



Wide boy 

How can I make a BASIC 
listing print out only (say) 
80 characters wide when 
using LUST? My PCW 
9512 insists on making 
them 132 wide. 
Ken Robinson, 
Cambridge Cambs 

8000 Plus: Just type the 
following line in BASIC at 
any time: 
./print 

chr$(27)+"@"+chr$(27)+ 
~Q"+chrS(80). [RETURN] 
and from then on any 
LUSTs will be confined to 
a right margin of 80. Vou 
can use any other 
reasonable figure apart 
from 80. The equivalent 
command for left margin 
is similar, with I (lower- 
case letter I) instead of 

0- 

This works on 8256s 
and 8512s too, by the 
way. 
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Roll call 

Are you going off your roller? Perhaps 
it's because the printer roller of your 
PCW8256/85 1 2 is so smooth it won't 
pull the paper any more. 
Here's what to do. 

You need a sheet of fine wet and 
dry paper as used on car paintwork, a 
clean cloth, and some while spirit. 

1 . Disconnect the printer cables from 
the monitor, 

2. Remove the front cover and the 
ribbon cassette. 

3. Remove the print head - il should 
pull off. 

4. Remove the paper guide from the 
back. 

5. Pul the printer bail bar back as in 
loading paper, 

6. Stand the printer on a table wilh the 
back on the table and front side 
leaning against the wall. Block it at 
the bottom to slop it slipping. 

7. Fasten the print head with sticky 
(ape to keep it out the way. The 
roller is now fully exposed. 

8. Take a sheel of A4 paper and cut il 
(o (he exact size to fit the paper 
feed slot, under the roller bul nol 
into the pinch rollers. Secure (he 
paper wilh sticky tape al the sides 
to hold it in place. 



9. Cut a strip about the width of your 
forefinger from the wel and dry 
sheel. (hen with the strip under 
your fingertip, rub die roller from 
one end lo Ihe other. Rub only the 
surface facing you. not the lop. 

10. You'll notice black dust falling 
onto the paper you inserted, and 
where you have rubbed, the glazed 
look of the roller has gone. Wipe 
the deglazed area wilh die cloth. 

1 1 . Turn ihe roller over a little at a lime 
until you have been right round. 
Don'l forget to wipe each time lo 
prevent dust going onto the pinch 
rollers al the back. When finished 
remove ihe paper with Ihe black 
dusl and discard it. 

12. The roller should be nice and man. 
Lay ihe printer down flat and wipe 
Ihe roller with some clean while 
spirit and dry. If a small amount of 
rubber dusl goes down inlo the 
printer it won't do any harm. 

1 3. Reassemble the parts and 
reconnect. 

14. Pass a couple of sheets of rough 
paper to remove any residual dusl. 
Your roller should now pull 
paper again. 

George Bradley. Camberley, Surrey 



Dash it again 

A dash of any length, as opposed to a 
hyphen, can be oblained easily on a 
PCW95 1 2's daisy wheel printer. Just 
press ( + 1 pl7 [ENTER] and any 
number of dashes, and end with |-|p 
(this assumes you're working wilh a 
standard 10/12 pitch daisywheel). 

The resull forms a conlinuous dash. 
If you are working in 12 pilch, ihe 
printed dash is about iwo-thirds of Ihe 
length ii appears on screen. You can 
then save ihe dashes as phrases to speed 
things up when you warn to use them in 
future documents. 
Kenneth Eades. 
Coventry. W Mids 



This is («Pitchl7) — (-Pitch) as sou 
know <fPitchl7) — (-Pitch) a long dash.C 



By changing pitch you can create dashes of 
any length on a 10/12 pitch daisywheel 
printer very easily... 



This is — as you 
know — a long dash. 



... and they print out about two-thirds of the 
apparent length on screen 



Chart topper 
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Can't remember what key combination 
produces that obscure LocoScript character 
or accent you're after? 
LocoFile owners can make up this key chart 
for instant reference any time 

LocoScript 2 has a vast range of 
characters and symbols that can be 
printed, but it's not always easy 
remembering how to obtain them from 
the keyboard. 

However, if you have LocoFile. 
there is a simple way to have a chart of 
all the keypresses within easy reach 
when it is most needed: when you are 
in the middle of editing a document. 
Basically, you just create a one-record. 



one-item LocoFile data Tile which is 
copied automatically to the M drive 
from your start-of-day disc, and is 
always available for lookup instantly. 
Here's how to set it up. 

1 . From the disc manager press [fl], 
select 'Create LocoFile data' and press 
(ENTER]. 

2. Press the [-] key to erase 
•DATAFILE.000 - and call your file 
'CHARCHAR.DAT' (character chart 
data) instead and [ENTER] 

3. Press [f5] and fill in the following 
details: card width 74 [ENTER]; card 
height 27 [ENTER]; and [ENTER] 
again to leave the menu. 

4. Press [f3] and [ENTER]. Don't 
bother to name the item, but for 'item 
width' and 'item height' again enter 74 
and 27 respectively. Set both 'column' 
and •line' to 1. |ENTER| and [EXIT]. 

5. You are now ready to enter the 
details of your key press chart. Simply 
enter all the combinations of shifted 
and unshifted characters across the 
whole keyboard in various groups, each 
group being the result of using 



High fun 

An alternative to normal underlining in 
LocoScript is to underline with 
hyphens. This can be effective for 
headings which are to stand out from 
text below which may contain several 
underlined words. 

For example, to hyphen-underline 
the word "Heading", type: 
.Heading. |RETURN| 
[+|.b, |+].sr. [RETURN] 
[-],«, [-].b. [RETURNI 

This can be automated by setting 
up a phrase. Move the cursor to the first 
[+]Bold command on screen and press 
[COPY], then move it to the final 
[RETURN], and press [COPY| again, 
followed by .h,. From now until you 
switch off. fPASTEJ.h. produces that 
hyphen underlining: just edit it to the 
correct length for the heading. 
A Cooklin, London N3 



Points to underlined 
(-BoldH-SupeR)*' 



This simple routine on a PCW9512 
produces a smart underline effect... 



A. 




TERMS OF 


ABUSE 




1. 




Imputing 


foolishness 




1. 


1 


Idiot 










Suggests 


impairment of 


men 


1. 


2 


Twit 










Affectionate term suggestit 



...that is a more prominent alternative 
to normal underlining. Very good for 
multi-layered headings. 



Part work 

Is it possible to type in part of a listing 
in BASIC, save it. and return to type in 
more at a later stage? 
Mrs M Grattan. Salford, Lanes 

8000 Plus: Yes. To srarl a new listing, 
switch on your PCW and insert your 
CP/Milisc. When the A> appears, type 
basic I RETURN/. When the Ok 
appears, start typing in the listing line 
by line. End each line with I RETURN I. 
To edit a line, type edit 160 or whatever 
the line number is and use the cursors 
and delete keys to amend it. 

To see what you 've typed so far. 
type list I RETURN/. 

To save what you 've typed so far. 
think of a nume of no more than eight 
letters - say you decide on PROGRAM. 
Now type save "a:program /RETURN/ 
and your work is saved on to the A disc 



(you can save onto B discs or the M 
drive by replacing 'a: ' with 'b: ' or 'm: ' 
in that command). You can now carry 
on adding more lines if you like, and 
saving again. All the lines you typed 
since starring up are saved, not just the 
ones you typed since last saving. 

To load a listing you 've saved on 
disc, switch on the PCW and insert 
your CP/M disc. At the A> prompt, type 
basic /RETURN]. When the Ok 
appears, insert the disc with the 
program on it and type load 
"a:program /RETURN/ (or whatever 
name you saved it under). 

To see what lines it contains, type 
list /RETURN/. You can now add lines 
and save the listing as above. 

To run the program, just load it 
and type run [RETURN j. 



[EXTRA] or [ALT] or the super-shift 
states of [SHIFT] [ALT] [fl] etc. (See 
the illustration). 

6. When you have finished, press 
| EXIT] to leave LocoFile. 

7. Copy the file CHARCHAR.DAT to 
any group of your startup disc. Now. 
whenever you start up. the file 
CHARCHAR.DAT is copied to the 
memory for you automatically. 

Now. suppose you are editing a 
document and can't remember which 
key combination produces a certain 
character. Just press [fl] r [ENTER] 
and you go to the disc manager: then 
move the cursor over 
CHARCHAR.DAT and [ENTER] 
[ENTER], and your key press chart 
appears on screen. To get back to the 
document you were editing, simply 
press [EXIT]. 

To use the chart again later in the 
same document just press [fl | r 
followed by [ENTER]. 

Niels Ege, 
Gentofte. Denmark 



Graphic point 

I have devised a way of printing out 
different lines, intersections and graphic 
blocks that are available from within 
LocoScript 2 on 24-pin printers with 
Epson LQ-2500 or IBM Proprinter X24 
emulation. It uses the CharKit program 
on Locomotive's Printer Drivers disc. 
Examples are below. 
Alan Clegg. Guildford, Surrey 

8000 Plus: The process is quite long, so 
if anyone wants to see how it's done, 
send us an sae marked 'LocoScript 
graphics '. and we 'II send a photocopy. 
Remember this only works if you have a 
24-pin printer, and doesn 7 apply to the 
one supplied with the PCW. 



One-track mouse 

My mouse has suddenly started working 
only up and down the page and not 
horizontally. What is the problem? 
Mark W Annison. Watford, Herts 

8000 Plus: The contacts that run 
against the trackerball are probably 
gunged up. Look at the bottom of your 
mouse - there should be a retaining ring 
that keeps the trackerball in. Just push it 
in and rotate it and it should drop out. 
Take the ball out. You 'II see some tiny 
metal rollers inside: these rub against 
the ball and detect movement in various 
directions. Just rub them gently with a 
soft cloth or fingernail to remove any 
gunge on them - however clean you 
keep your desktop or mouse mat. that 
grey jam gets in from somewhere! When 
they're shiny clean, just pop the ball 
back in, click the retaining ring back on 
and your mouse should be running 
about freely again. 




Cheque out 

How can I set up my 
PCW to print cheques? 
I'm sure this would be 
useful for PCW users 
whose ability to write is 
affected. 

R Salomon. Quedgely, 
Gloucestershire 

8000 Plus: That's a 
tricky one - does anyone 
have a solution? 







Cee you 

Is there a way of 
transferring a Ceefax 
page from my teletext 
TV (with SCART socket) 
to my PCW8256 and 
then to a printer? 
Andrew Gibbons. 
London. SW1 



8000 Plus: / suppose you 
could do it by videoing 
the Ceefax page, turning 
that into an image on 
disc with a digitiser (such 
as Rombo's 'Vtdi PCW or 
Electric Studio's 
digitiser). reading that 
image into a desktop 
publisher such as Micro 
Design, Stop Press etc., 
and then printing it out. 
The problem would be 
that you'd only have a 
graphic image, not text, 
so wouldn't be able to 
use the text in a word 
processor. Unless 
anyone can mink of a 
better idea? 
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Big head 



Build an 
extension 

II is very easy to make a 
keyboard extension leau 
for the PCW from a 4-pin 
DIN plug and line socket 
and a length of 4-core 
telephone cable (all 
available from electronic 
component suppliers). 
Just ensure that the plug 
and socket are wired as 
a mirror-image of each 
other when viewed from 
the solder tags. I can 
now use my PCW from 
the comfort of an 
armchair! 

S Pearson, Chipping 
Norton, Oxon 




No, nope, 

negative 

Is there a Thesaurus 

program I can use with 

Protext? 

Graham John, Llanelli 

8000 Plus: There are 
thesaurus programs for 
LocoScript 2, but we 
know of none for Protext 
In any case, I'm very 
dubious about the idea of 
a disc-based thesaurus; 
the ones I've seen are so 
slow and awkward that a 
cheapo thesaurus from 
your local discount book 
store is, in my mind, 
quicker, easier and more 
comprehensive. 



PCW95 1 2 owners can use a LocoMail 
program to produce large headings like 
those illustrated here. It assembles 
combinations of the characters I and _ 
with pitch changes and line spacings to 
produce the large 'lettering' from 
within LocoScript 2. These can then be 
printed with the 95 1 2 daisywheel 
printer. (It doesn't work properly on a 
dot matrix primer, by the way). 

The program is called BIG.F. The 
style is limited by the method and some 
characters are better than others! In 
particular K. Q. V. X and Z are difficult 
- perhaps readers can improve on them. 
Fortunately they are less commonly 
used characters. The complete set 
prints as follows: 

Each line is automatically centred. 



RBUDEFGHIJ&Lm 
DPQr^TUhj'lMYL? 

Ir^HSblBRO 

IE'*"::.. 



70 Mav91 



The box is offered as an option. Note 
that the effect is almost exactly the 
same whichever wheel is in use 
(including Thesis PS). 

First, type in the LocoMail routine 
below and save it as BIG.F. To use it, 
first prepare the document in which the 
large print headings is required and 
save. Then in the disc manager move 
the cursor over BIG.F and press f for 
'Fill' then |ENTER]. 

The screenful of reversed codes 
clears after a while. You are offered the 
option of a box round the large heading. 
Answer y [ENTER] for yes or n 
[ENTER] for no. 

Next enter your heading. Do this 
one letter at a time following each with 
[ENTER]. To enter 'hello', for 
example, type h [ENTER] e [ENTER 1 1 
[ENTER] and so on. Another [ENTER] 
finishes the line and moves to a new 
one. [ENTER] again to finish. Letters 
may be entered as upper case (ABC) or 
lower case (abc) but will come out as 
upper case. 

Ordinary size text can be inserted 
wilhin the line using > to indicate 
ordinary size printing follows (either 
case, any number of characters can be 
entered at once) and < to indicate large 
size characters. Use "xx" to delete the 
line so far. 

When the program ends, edit it and 
block copy the resuli, abandon and go 
back to Edit the original document. 
Paste the heading where required. 

The program is complex. Copy the 
listing carefully - it may be difficult to 
find any errors! The number of spaces 
is very important so in the listing here 
they are indicated by an asterisk (*). It's 
too big to fit even in three screen shots 
so it's only given on paper here. 
(+Mail):B"lG PRINT by 
J.C.Eade[RETURN] 
(+Mail);BIG PRINT by 
J.C.Eade[RETURN] 
al="** *":a2="l**l*":a3=al:a4=a2:a5 



LARGE CHRRRIITERS 

Dn R PCLUSSIr] 

DR15VUJHEEL PRIRTER 



This may be the longest LocoMail routine you've ever typed in. but the results can be very 
impressive, as you can see above 



b2="l*l**":b3=a 1 :b4=a2:b5=a 1 :c 1 =al :c 
2="l****":c3=a5:c4=c2:c5=al: 

dl="* *":d2=a2:d3=a5:d4=d2:d5=d 

I :e 1 =d 1 :e2=c2:e3="*_**":e4=c2:e5= 

dl: 

*fl=dl:f2=c2:f3=e3:f4=c2:f5=a5:gl=al 

:g2=c2:g3="***_*":g4=a2:g5=al: 

*hl=a5:h2=a2:h3=al:h4=a2:h5=a5:il = 

"*_*":i2="*l**":i3="****":i4=i2: 

i5=il:jl="*_*":j2="*l**":j3="****":j 

4=j2:j5="*_**":kl=a5:k2="l/**»'-: 

k3=bl:k4=b2;k5=a5:ll=a5:l2=c2:13=a5: 

I4=c2:l5=al:ml="»* *": 

m2 ="|*|*|*":m3="******":m4=m2:m5 

=m3:nl=al:n2=a2:n3=a5:n4=a2:n5=a5: 

ol=al: 

o2=a2:o3=a5:o4=a2:o5=a I :p 1 =a 1 :p2=a 

2:p3=al:p4=c2:p5=a5:ql=al:q2=a2:q3 

=a5: 

q4=a2:q5="**(+UL)*(+Sub)_(-SuB)(- 

UL)*": 

rl=al:r2=a2:r3=al:r4=b2:r5=a5:sl=al: 

s2=c2:s3=al:s4="***l*":s5=al:tl=dl: 

t2="*l***":t3=a5:t4=t2:t5=t3:ul=a5:u2 

=a2:u3=a5:u4=a2:*u5=al: 

v I _••«*»******••. v 2 = "*|*****|*" :v 3=" 

**» *** *". v 4_"*«*|*|«**". 

v 5_"****» *«*". w |_"*»«***". w 2 = '-|* 

I*l*":w3=wl:w4=w2:w5="** *": 

xl="* *** "-*x2="*l*l**"'x3="*** * 
*":x4=x2:x5=x I :y 1 = "****" :y 2="|*|*": 
y 3 = ".*_*". y 4_»*|.*" :y5=y i :z | =a | :Z T 

=s4:z3=a 1 :z4=s2:z5=a 1 :n 1 1 =i3:n 1 2=i2: 

n l3=i3:nl4=i2:nl5=i3:n2l="**_*":n22 

="**l*":n23=n21:n24="l*»* ,- :*n25=n2 

1: 

n3 1 =n2 1 :n32=n22:n33=n2 1 :n34=n22:n 

35=n21:n41=i3:n42="l»l*":n43=n21: 

n44=n22:n45=i3:n5l=n2l:n52=n24:n53 

=n2 1 :n54=n22:n55=n2 1 :n6 1 =i3:n62=n 

24: 

n63=n2 1 :n64=n42:n65=n2 1 :n7 1 =n2 1 :n 

72=n22:n73=i3:n74=n22: 

n75=i3:n8 1 =n2 1 :n82=n42:n83=n2 1 :n84 

=n42:n85=n2 1 :n9 1 =n2 1 :n92=n42:n93= 

n21: 

n94=n22:n95=i3:n01=n21:n02=n42:n03 

=i3:n()4=n42:n05=n21:exl="«'**": 

ex2="*l*":ex3=ex 1 :ex4=ex 1 :ex5="**( 

+SuB).(-SuB)":invl=i3: 

inv2="*"*":*inv3=i3:inv4=i3:inv5=i3: 

po I =a I :po2=c2:po3="* **":po4=c2: 

po5=dl:pel=i3:pe2="*(+SuB)/(- 
SuB)*":pc3=i3:pe4="****": 
pe?=i3:qul=bl :qu2=n22:qu3=bl :qu4=c 
2:qu5='""(+SuB).(-SuB)***":*stl=exl: 
st2=ex I :st3=ex 1 :st4=ex 1 :st5=ex5:coI = 
ex 1 :co2=ex I :co3=ex 1 :co4=ex 1 : 
co5="**(+SuB).(- 
SuB)":cll=i3:cl2="*.**": 



Cl3=i3:cl4=cl2:cl5=i3:*sel=i3:se2=cl2: 

se3=i3:se4="*.**":se5=i3 

baS="[RETURN] 

(+Bold)(+LPitch6)(+LSpacel)(+Pitchl 

7)*(+UL)(RAIign) 

(-UL)(+Pitchl7)*[RETURN| 

l(RAlign)l|RETURN] 

":baL="(+Pitch 1 7 )l":baR="(RAlign )l ": 

baE="l(+LSpaceO)( RAlign )l| RETURN1 

(+LSpacel)(+Pitchl7)*(- 

Pitch)(+UL)(RAlign)(- 

UL)(+Pitchl7)*"[RETURN] 

large="":nsp="(+Pitchl5D)*(+Pitchl7) 

•':sp="***":q=""?":| RETURN] 

zh="(+Mail)heading="":linl="":lin2=" 

":lin3="":lin4="":lin5="" 

(-Mail)"(-Mail)(+Mail)[RETURN] 

count="(+Mail )test=test&q:lin 1 =lin 1& 

nsp:lin2=lin2&nsp:lin3=lin3&nsp: 

Iin4=lin4&nsp:#in=test:<:rep=0: 

Iin5=lin5&"(+Pilch 1 5D)(+Double)"&in 

&"(-Double)(+Pitchl7)":> 

( -Mail H-Mail )(+Mail )[RETURN) 

r="(+Mail)sr="in=?:(- 

ReV)(CEnire)(+ReV)"&heading[RETU 

RNI'Jfsr: (-Mail)(+Mail)|RETURN] 

#in=">":<:large="n":heading = heading 

&"(-ReV)":><: 

#in="<":<:large="y":heading=heading 

&"<+RcV)":[RETURN] 

:x:#in"":<:#in=" 

":<:HEADING=HEADING & 

in:lin I =lin 1 &sp:lin2=lin2&sp:lin3=lin3 

&sp:lin4=lin4&sp: 

linS=lin5&sp:x:#large="n":<:heading 

=heading & in:test="" 

:rep=l:[RETURN] 

<£count@rep(-Mail)(+Mail)[RETURN] 

<*sr:(-Mail)<+Mail)[RETURN] 

m="(+Mail)!box="":#box="":<:box=?: 

Text in box? [y/n| [RETURN] 

#box="n":<:bas="":bal="":bar="":bac= 

- -:>:bas:>:[RETURN] 

■Szhl-MailH+MailllRETURN] 

%r@in(-Mail)(+Mail)[RETURN] 

n=0:#heading"":<: [ RETURN | 

baL(-Mail)(+LSpacel) 

(CEntre)(+Double)(+Mail)linl 

(-Mail)(+Pitchl5) 

*(+Pitchl7)(+MaiI)baR(-Mail)(- 

Double)[RETURN](+Mail)baL(- 

Mail)(+LSpace())(CEnire) s (+Mail)lin2: 

baR(-Mail)[RETURNl(CEntre) 

(+Pitchl5)*(+Pitchl7)(+Mail)lin2:(- 

Mail)*[RETURN) 

(CEntrel+Pitch 12)*(+Pitch 1 7)(+Mail )li 

n2:(-Mail) |RETURN](+Mail)baL (- 

Mail) (+LSpacel ) (CEntre) (+Double) 

<+Mail)lin3(-Mail)(+Pitchl5) 

*(+Pitchl7) (-Double) (+Mail)BaR(- 

Mail) ]RETURN|(+Mail) baL (-Mail) 



Tipoffs 




Once you've gone through the slog of 
entering the LocoMail program, using it is a 
doddle - just enter your message. This says 
Large letters' believe it or not - it looks like 
nothing on screen , but just wait for the 
printout 

(+LSpaceO)(CEntre)*(+Mail)lin2:baR( 

-Mail)|RETURN](CEntre)(+Pitchl5) 

*(+PitchI7)(+Mail)lin2:(- 

Mail)*| RETURN] 

(CEntre(+Pitch 1 2)*(+Pitch 1 7 )(+Mail)l 

in2:(-Mail) [RETURN] 

(+Mail)baL(- 

Mail)(+LSpace I KCEntre)(+Double)(+ 

Mail)lin3 

(-Mail)(+Pitchl5)*(+Pitchl7)(- 

Double)(+Mail>BaR(-Mail)[RETURN] 

(+Mail)baL(-MaiD 



Disc-ussions 

We read a lot aboul the importance of 
making backup copies of disc. I have a 
few questions 

1 . Have new discs an unlimited 
shelf-life? 

2. How do you know when a disc 
has failed? 

3. Can you recycle failed discs? 
E Nickson. London W3 

8000 Plus: The chances of a disc failing 
are roughly proportional to the amount 
of use they get - it seems to he the drive 
head itself that causes failure 
eventually. To answer your questions, 
I. No idea, hut I've formatted five-year 
old discs and they Ye worked fine. 

2. Because error messages come on 
the screen like 'Track I Sector 4 data 
error' and your disc can 'i he read even 
if you keep trying two or three times. 

3. I've never been able to reformat a 
failed disc because the formatting 
program stops at the data error; you 
could always try contacting Dave the 
Disc Doctor on (089238) 5974 for help. 



Vital addresses 

To reverse the screen in LocoScript 
2.28, use S1D.COM to change the byte 
at 029B from 40 to CO. This makes it 
black-on-green instead of green-on- 
black. To remove the bleep in 
LocoScript 2.28. use SID.COM to 
change the byte at 5C61 from OB to OC. 
This makes it easier on the ear! 
Niels Ege. Gentoftc, Denmark 

8000 Plus: Follow the steps inTipqffs 
in issue 53. p7l but don 't type a double 
quote mark ( ") (3rd col. 2nd para) 
before typing the substituting text (i.e. 
here. CO and OC). 



PC to PCW 

In Tipoffs ('Transfer Request'. March 
1 99 1 ) it was asserted that when 
transferring files from a PCW to a PC. 
dBase III will use dBase II files without 
any amendment. 

This does not apply to command 
files. Makers Ashton-Tate changed 
some of the uses of commands after 
dBase II: for example erase clears the 
screen on dBase II: on III it erases files! 
Similarly, the hash function for record 
number was replaced by the function 
recnof); a similar fate befell ! and $. 

However. SuperCalc 4 can use 
SuperCalc 2 files because these are 
completely upward compatible. Where 
the writers made changes, they left the 
original function available too. So. in 
SuperCalc 4, to execute a macro the 
manual says use /Macro eXecute. 
Not necessary! Just use /X as in 
SuperCalc 2. 

Incidentally. /Replicate doesn't appear 
on the SC4 menu, but it does work - 
give it a go! 
C Kellers. 
Tunbridge Wells. Kent 



Question time 

I have just purchased a PCW 9512. 

1 ) I'd like a printer for graphics. What 
are the most popular models and how 
much do they cost? 

2) I bought an AMX mouse and 
interface from a PCW 85 1 2 owner. Can 
I use this on the PCW 95 12? 

Neil McDonald. Bridge of Don. 
Aberdeen 

8000 Plus: 1) The Star LC-10 
(approximately £150 from mail order 
advertisements in 8000 Plus) is a good 
budget buy 
2) Yes you can 




The Star LC-10 printer, one of many external 
printers that are useful for graphics for 9512 



Key facts (again) 

In BASIC you can test for keypresses 

entered by the user with a line such as 

1000aS=inputS(l) : if aS=chr$(17) then 

print "you pressed [fl]" 

which tests for the pressing of [fl], 

because the [fl] key returns the code 

17. What codes in BASIC are returned 

similarly when you press the other 

keys? 

Stuart Fyles, Ashford. Kent 

8000 Plus: We published a list back in 

November; here 's an updated and 

extended version. 

a-z 97-122 

A-Z 65-90 

0-9 48-57 

IRETURNI 13 

I ENTER I 13 

[EXIT/ 27 

TAB 9 

I+l 22 

1-1 28 

I DELJ right 7 

[DEL] left 127 

ICAN] 8 

ICUT1 21 

1C0PY] 23 

IPASTE1 23 

IFIND/EXCH1 29 

IL1NE/EOL1 2 

IRELAY1 18 

up 31 

down 30 

right I 

left 6 

IflfPl 26 

flaw '7 

If5/f61 19* 

IP/fSl 16 

I STOP 1 3* 

* These keys normally don '1 return 
these codes; (f5/ temporarily slops an 



operation, to be resumed by If 3 1, while 
I STOP I stops the program. If however 
you include the line 
I OPTION RUN 

at the top of your program, then the 
keys return the codes given here instead 
of their stopping functions. This is a 
way of preventing [STOP] from 
'breaking into ' a program. 
Note that I DOC/. /PARA/ etc. don 't 
return any codes normally. However, 
you can make them (or any other key) 
return code you like. Suppose you want 

1 PARA] to return the code 226 (i.e. the 
character i and [f2j the character 
((code 226). 

First create a short file called KEYS 
consisting of the following lines: 

02 S ""'225'" 
04N" A '226'" 

- you can do this quickly as follows. 
Run up CP/M and with a CP/M copy 
disc in the drive, type at the A> 
pip m:keys=con: /RETURN I 
then type the two lines. If you make a 
mistake start again. That A is 
I EXTRA lu. End each line with 
IRETURNI then lALTlj. End the file 
with (ALTJz Now at the A> type 
setkeys m:keys IRETURNI 
and when you go into BASIC now you 
should find that [f2] returns the letter e 
and the code 225. and /PARA/ the 
letter land the code 226. 
You can experiment with different 
assignments in KEYS. To explain the 
two lines given above, the key Ifl/fl] is 
associated with the number 02 and the 
I PARA I key with 04 - these keyboard 
assignments are listed in your CP/M 
manual; see the index under 'keyboard 
redefining '. The S means shifted, the N 
normal; A would mean I ALT/, E 
I EXTRA/ ("id SA /SHIFT/ [ALT]. 



Sticky problem 

I've recently converted 
from LocoScript to 
Protext for my long 
documents, and very 
nice too. But the one 
thing I miss from 
LocoScript is the 'sticky 
sniff ability, where you 
can press [EXTRA] (or 
[ALT] or [SHIFT]) and 
then a letter to obtain an 
effect with same finger, 
without having to press 
them simultaneously. 
Can Protext be made to 
do this? 

Martin Jameson, 
Basford, Nottingham 

8000 Plus: Not as far as 
I know ■ though I would 
love to know if anyone 
can do ft. 




Drop me a line 

I am writing a BASIC 
program and want to 
send only certain lines of 
the listing to the printer. 
How can I do this? 
Roy Jukes. Walsall, West 
Midlands 

8000 Plus: To print just 
lines 100 to 150 
inclusive, then with the 
program loaded type 
LUST 100-150 followed 
by [RETURN]. 



budget accounts 



everything you need for your home accounts 

• You can maintain as many accounts as you wish. 

• Up to twenty categories for income and expenditure per account, each 
with a column heading of up to ten letters. 

• Up to 1222S entries per account on the 8512/9512 and 3075 on the 8256 

• Up to twenty letters of comment for every entry. 

• Single category and full statements in two formats for any group of 
entries plus Income/expenditure balances.analysls and bar graphs. 

• Printed statements and analysis - (8000s in a choice of 5 styles). 

• Choice of normal/reverse video and 4 scrolling speeds for statements. 

• Helpful informative error messages and easy alteration of entries. 

• The program is properly documented and presented and Includes a 
demonstration account. It is very easy to use with cursor driven menus 
using htghllghted selections at every stage. 

Budget Accounts which is available for all PCW's costs £14.95 Inclusive 

and is available only from (please state model) 
CODEX 8 CHESTNUT GROVE EALING LONDON W.5 4JT 081 840 0760 

why not write or telephone for a free illustrated leaflet ? 

codex 



PCW ROUTE FINDER 

ALLOWS * Multiple stops. 

* Vehicle details, costs + times. 

* Map creation. 

* A,B,M routes. 

* UK Map supplied. 

* Demo Disks available. 



Send SAE to: Mr M. J. Frampton, 

11 Beacon Road, Chatham, Kent 

Tel: 0634 827714 



HEADINGS Omnibus 



Chapter headings, letterheads, adverts, notices, invitations.. 

HEADINGS Omnibus ('for all") is for anyone who needs 
to create and place any item of large text simply and 
accurately anywhere on the page. 

'Easy to use ' Great typographical control. Features Include: 

■ Range of 8 fonts supplied ■ Font Editor ■ Up to 9 
lines per 'heading' ■ Microspace accurate centering 

■ Right-justification ■ Bold type ■ Underlining ■ Built- 
in text editor ■ Option for ASCII file input ■ Character 
spacing control ■ Direct print position control ■ Accents 

■ Draft or high quality. 

£11.95 inclusive. To order, please send a cheque to 

ORB Systems, 125 Algernon Road, London SE13 7AP 

(Tel: 081-690 8534). 
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COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



AMSTRAD 

We repoir Amsltod PCW. PC . Morulas and Printers All repairs carry a 3 month warranty 

• NEW • SECOND USER DEPT ■ NEW ■ 

We now buy and sell Amstrad PCs and PCWs 

immediate cash available (01 systems and non working units 

We can also sell your system tor you on a commission basis 

All reconditioned units sold with a 3 month warranty 

Optional I year extended warranty available 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 

DEPT.. UNIT 6. STANLEY HOUSE. 

STANLEY AVENUE, WEMBLEY. MIDOX HA0 *J6 

(opposite Doiolhy Avenue) 



■ 



SUREDATA 

TELEPHONE 081 902 5218 






Seeing 
believing 



CORNIX 

SOFTWARE 
I I 



Simple Accounts II 



Simple Accounts II has earned the reputation of being the 
easiest to use book-keeping system available for your computer. 
We would like to show you how easy it is... 

Our FREE TRIAL PACK provides you with all the facilities of 
the full program, including the instructions, supplied on a disk 
ready to use on your computer. This is a full working version of 
Simple Accounts II (although the amount of 
information that may be entered is restricted) and is the ideal 
way of evaluating the program in your own business and in your 
own time. 

Toreceive your FREE TRIAL PACK of Simple Acccounts II, 

telephone us now or write, including a letter head or business 
card, to the address below. We shall be delighted to send you a 
Trial Pack absolutely free and without obligation. 

NB. Please state which computer you use. 



Simple Accounts II is available for 
all Amstrad PCW computers 

priced at just £79.00 .vat 
or less i hrough most good dealers 

Cornix Software Limited 
Tavistock House, 34-36 Bromham Road, Bedford MK40 2QD 

Telephone (0234) 219969 



Tipoffs 



A4isms 

II is possible to obtain A4 continuous 

paper. But how do you set up 

LocoScript to accept it instead of the 1 1 

inch paper it expects under continuous 

printing? 

John Graham, Blackburn, Lanes 

8000 Plus: In LocoScript I: In the disc 
manager, press [PTR] <uul then If 1 1 
'Options '. Cursor down to 'continuous 
priming ' and set it to be ticked by 
pressing I + /. Cursor to 'form length ' 
and set it to 70 by typing 70 1 ENTER). 
Set the nop to be 5 similarly. Press 
I EXIT/: from now on printing will fit 
on A4 continuous paper. In a document 
10 be printed on this paper, edit the 
header by pressing 1)71 1 ENTER I /p/ 
If7 1 ami setting the page length to 70 in 
the 'pai;e size ' menu that appears. 
I EXIT/ and [ENTER] back to into the 
main document. 

In LocoScript 2: In the disc manager, 
press lff> I 'Settings'. Cursor to 'paper 
types' and I ENTER I. Erom the list that 
appears, move over A4 and I ENTER I. 
Alter the name from A4 to 
'A4conlinuous ' by typing the extra 
letters onto the name and pressing 
/ENTER/. Alter to continuous' from 
'single sheet' by cursoring over it and 
pressing / + /. Set the top gap to 3 and 
the bottom to 2 by typing those figures 
in the appropriate place and pressing 
/ENTER/. Move down to 'create new 
paper type ' and /ENTER/. Write the 
new sellings to your startup disc. 



rnnt aocunen 
: Docurtent \l 



Printer idle, Using 



-Setting* 



f?=Disc chai 



Paper: A4contiiiuous 



Single sheet 
4 Continuous stationery 



Height 
Left offset 



70 



Top gap 
Bolton gap 



•I Ignore paper sensor 



Set new details 
Renove Paper Type 



Setting LocoScript 2 to print out on A4 
continuous paper involves setting up a new 
paper type as above: then you can set 
documents to print out in this size 

Now, when you create a document that 
is to be printed on A4 continuous 
paper, go into document setup (press 
If 1 1 /ENTER/ while editing) and press 
If5/ 'Page'. Select 'Paper type' and 
/ENTER/. The available paper types 
are listed: choose 'A4conlinuous ' and 
/ENTER/ and /EXIT/ hack to the main 
document. The document will 
automatically print out on the right 
paper now. 



Printing problems 

I recently bought an Amsirad LQ5000 
primer. I have no difficulty making it 
work with LocoScript on my 
PCW85 1 2. but cannot get il lo print 
output from Mini Office, the Cracker 
spreadsheet or Money Manager even 
though I have set up the PCW lo print 
on the external printer using 
DEVICE.COM. What is going wrong? 
F Opie, 
Truro, Cornwall 

HOOD Plus: Il sounds as though you 're 
doing the right thing, but just lo check, 
here 's the general procedure for setting 
up a CP/M program to print on your 
external printer. 

Slarl up CP/M and at the A> 
prompt insert (a copy oj) side J of your 
CP/M master disc. Type device 
lst:=cen. Yon should gel a reply listing 
the devices, the bottom line of which 
should read LST:=CEN. 

Test that output is going to the 
external primer by typing I ALT I p (the 
I'CW beeps) and then a couple of 
random words. These words should be 
echoed to the printer. Stop this echoing 
by typing /AW/ p again (the PCW 
doesn 'I beep this lime). 

Any program you now < hoose lo 
run should, in principle, prim out on 
the external primer. 

However, some programs are 
designed lo ignore any settings you 



have made in CP/M. and will just print 
on the built-in printer anyway. 

Here is way of gelling them lo prim 
Out on the external printer - eventually! 

Run up CP/M. Insert (a copy of) 
side .< of your CP/M master disc. Type 
in put printer output to file b:output 
/RETURN/. 

(On a PCW8256 you are now 
prompted to change the disc in the A 
drive - put in the disc with whatever 
program you want to run). 

Now run Mini Office or whatever 
program you want as usual but leave 
the disc in the R drive permanently. 
When you prim something out nothing 
will happen: in fact this output is being 
quietly diverted lo a file on the R disc 
called B.OUTPUT. 

When you leave Mini Of/ice for 
CP/M and the A > prompt reappears, 
press /SHIFT/ /EXTRA/ 1 EXIT/ and 
slarl up LocoScript. When the disc 
manager appears, insert the disc with 
OUTPUT on il. Create a new document 
and press If I / or IP I to 'Insert text '. 
and hack in the disc manager cursor 
over OUTPUT and insert it. 

The contents - that is. the printer 
output that never made it to the printer 
from Mini Office - are inserted Into the 
new document 

Now you can prim il out in 
LocoScript . It's a bit of a long way 
round . but il does solve the problem! 



Colour bar 

I recently bought Fun School 3 for my 
son to use on my 95 12. He asks me 
why the 95 1 2 can't produce coloured 
pictures as on the illustration on the 
box. Can the PCW be modified so wc 
can gel coloured pictures? 
Alan Tyrrell. South Shields, Tyne & 
Wear 

8000 Plus: No. However. I remember 
the BBC programme "Tomorrow's 
World" in the late 1960s demonstrated 
that il was possible lo produce 
(admittedly rather thin and washed- 
out) colour effects on a black and while 
TV set by alternately flushing black and 
white images, different rates producing 
different colours. (No. this is isn '1 a 
late April fool). So maybe it is 
theoretically possible to display 
colours: but it's mil a practical 
proposition. 



Letters from France 

I recently bought a French daisywheel 
in France for my PCW95I2 for my 
daughters who arc studying French at 
university. I have set up the computer 
for the Swiss-French daisywheel but the 
print doesn't come out properly. A 
prints as Q and vice versa, m becomes a 
comma and 2 becomes U-. Am I doing 
something wrong? Do I need some more 
software? 
Joe Glover, Ormskirk, Merscyside 

8000 Plus: Simple: the daisywheel. 
being French, is designed for use on 
French keyboards which are laid out 
differently. Their top line is not 
QWERTY but A7.ERTY. and so on - 
hence the unexpected results. 

Buy an "English " Swiss-French 
daisywheel from your local computer 
shop in England and that should prim 
oul OK when your PCW is set up for the 
Swiss-French daisy. 



Making B copies 

How do I go about copying a 7()6K disc 
(i.e. in (he B drive on a PCW85I2) to 
make those vital backups? 
Fr Hugh .Murnaghan, London NW7 

N000 Plus: If you have LocoScript 2 it's 
easy: just run up LocoScript, press /)2/. 
select 'copy disc ' and follow the 
prompts which you are given. 

If you only have LocoScript I (the 
version thai comes free with the PCW) 
this is what to do. 

1. Switch on the PCW or reset it with 
/SHIFT/ /EXTRA/ 1 EXIT/. 

2. Insert the copy of your CP/M 
master disc. 

3. When the A> prompt appears, type 
disckit IRIiTURN/ and follow the very 
clearly explained prompts. 

(If you just get DISCKIT? in reply, 
all you have to do is lo insert your 
CP/M master disc and repeal step i). 




Large letters 

One of our club 
members at Hastings 
PCW Club has devised a 
program that will 
produce large letters on 
a dot matrix printer from 
within LocoScript 2. 
Details of the way it can 
be done are available 
with sae from Hastings 
PCW Club, 7 Fulford 
Close, St Leonards on 
Sea, E Sussex TN38 
OPN. A disc is for sale 
which has most of the 
hard work done already. 
Joe Unwin, Hastings PCW 
Club. E Sussex 



Bad form 

A tip in January said that 
DFORMD could format 
178K discs, giving 5K 
extra over the normal 
173K. But where can I 
find DFORMD? 
J Richardson, Whaley 
Bridge, Derbys 

8000 Plus: We forgot to 
say that if s part of the 
word processor Pretext, 
by Arnor Software. 
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Distinctly Digital, 

Cleverly written and always favourably reviewed in the press, 

Digita produces a range of powerful, low cost software for the home and business user. 



DGPAYROLL PLUS SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 1 
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As per DGPayroli, But designed for the larger business with 
facilities for up to 999 employees- 

E79.95 



E-TYPE 



The complete package designed for the home user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Personal Tax Planner, Classic Invaders £49.95 



'• t 



Do you ever hive to print names and addresses at awkward 
places on envelopes, or do you ever need to till in tricky 
forms or invoices where the text has to be in exactly the right 
place? Usually you have to do it by hand, or get your trusty 
old typewriter out of the cupboard and dust it off Well not 
anymore The Emulated TVPEwriter transforms your 
computer and printer m)o a fully fledged typewriter, 
supporting bold, underline, italic and other type-styles 
Because it can display and print text INSTANTLY you can line 
up your form, press Return and Space a lew times to move lo 
the correct place, and then start typing. Alternatively you can 
switch to line-by-line mode, which offers word-wrap, 
jiHtiltcation and proportional spacing, so that you can edil 
each line before it's printed 

£24.95 



PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 



Are you absolutely sure your taxman is doing his iob 
correctly? Plan your own tax with ease, this menu-driven 
program will calculate your income tax liability (4 tax years 
included) and provide pertinent facts about your tax position 
You can perform 'whahif T calculation to discover ways to 
minimise your tax liability In tact the program will advise 
you on things such as. if you are a married man, whether it 
would be advantageous to have your wife's income taxed 
separately or not Al this price who knows, you will probably 
find (hat PIP will pay 'or itself m lei savings the first time you 
useitf 

" STOP PRESS " 
July '89 - PTP user receives lax refund of over £2.000! ! 
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SPECIAL VALUE COMBO PACK 2 



The complete package designed for the business user. 

Contains: Datastore II, Supertype II, 

Business Controller, DGPayroll £99.95 
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SUPERTYPE II 



Perhaps the only reasonable ci itiasm of Ihe Amstrad PCYV 
might be the standard of printed output. Upgrade your pnnter 
with the clever software utility. The program will provide you 
with 8 radically different and professional typestytes giving 
your documents an original facelift The ingenious thing about 
Supertype is that once you've established your favourite font 
on a disc, you won't even notice it working. You run your 
software in the normal way and everything wiill be the same 
except when you print out. Supertype II works with LocoScript 
(up to version 2 16) and AMY OTHER suitable CP/M software. 

£14.95 



CLASSIC INVADERS 



Escape from executive stress with the classic space invader 

•""■ £13.95 
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Available tc 
Digita, GEM, Greyho 
HB Marketing, Lazer, 
Leisuresoft, R & R, SDL. 
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DIGITA 

INTERNATIONAL 



Serious software at a sensible price" 
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Isoftware written In the UK Prices include VAT&P&P(add £2.00 for export) 
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These pages provide a 
comprehensive guide to the 
Amstrad PCW software. 
Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of 
Word Processors (including 
Desk Top Publishers), 
Accounts/Payroll packages and 
Utilities. We've set out to cover 
every important piece of 
software we could lay our hands 
on, and to give you enough 
information to decide whether 
they are suitable for you. 

All software will run on both 
the 9512 and the 8000 series 
machines, though the former's 
daisywheel printer cannot print 
graphical output. 

The selection isn't 
comprehensive, but the software 
listed here represents what we 
think is the best of that currently 
available. 

As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, the main Plus and 
Minus points for each program 
are listed - Pluses have a s by 
them, Minuses a t. Those we 
think are particularly noteworthy 
have a corner flash. 
Have fun window shopping! 



WORD 
PROCESSORS 



Word processors are at the heart of the 
PCW world. The native package, of course, 
is LocoScript, but several others are avail- 
able. Their main function, of course, is to 
handle text - but there are many features 
added to that which are individual to each 
program. 

PROTEXT/POCKET PROTEXT ^ 

£59.95l£29.95 POWERFUL 



The best CP/M wordprocessor. Veiy last at moving 
around large tiles, and packed with features Works 
with LocoScript keys too. Comes complete with a good 
spelling checker, a lightning fast word counter and a very 
powerful mailmerger. 'Pocket Pretext' Is a stripped down 
version - essentially Ihe same word processing features, but 
no spell checker or mailmerger. and lacking one or two 
incidental facilities like two column printing. Specify which 
machine you have when buying. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Complete with spelling checker/word counter 
A Packed with features, eg. calculate facility, text editor tor 

writing programs, 'print to screen' option etc. 

▲ Lets you work with two documents at once 

▲ You can do all of CP/M's functions without leaving Protext 

▲ Very fast at moving around, doing exchanges and so on 

▲ Extremely powerful and flexible mailmorgor 

▼ Forces you to team another new set ol control keys to use it 

▼ Not as slick as LocoScript in its prinler controls 



TASWORD 8000 



[24.95 • Tasman • 0532 438301 • 8000's only 

Simplifies document planning by minimising dependency on 
layout procedures. Allows quick and easy access to parts ol 
lext by existence of a marker system. The 'Search' and 
'Find/Replace' facilities are simple to use. but very thorough. 

PLUSES "MINUSES 
▲ Easy to use 
A Excellent mailmerge and label-printing ability 



EASY LABELLER 



£29.95 (plus VAT) • MASS. • 0603 630768 

Labelling program which stores your names and address list 
and will print out in label format selected ilems from it. 
PLUSES "MINUSES 

▲ Useful options like printing out currenl date 
A Good search facilities 

▲ Range of printing options will lit most stationery 

▼ Data needs an entire disc lo itself 

▼ Data entry is slowed by constant returning to main menu 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 

£29.95 (plus VAT) • Locomotive GOOD VALUE 
Software 0306 740606 

As bundled with new 9512. Ihe new version of everyone's 
first word processor. If you know how LocoScript I works, 
you'll have minimal releaming to do. and II puts right 
(almost) all Ihe defects of the old version at a rock 
bottom price. Greek and Cyrillic alphabets, and 
even lets you define up lo sixteen characters of your 
own design. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ 'Find page' command makes moving around faster 

▲ Superb range of foreign accents and symbols available 

▲ Can now drive daisywheel and olher printers 

▲ Has DISCKIT's formatting and copying built into it 

▲ New 300-page manual 

▼ Mailmerger and spelling checker not included 

▼ Inconvenient for regular CP/M users 

▼ Still no word counter! 

T Still slow at Find, Exchange and scrolling 



LOCOSPELL 



£24.95 (plus VAT} • Locomotive • 0306 740606 

The ultimate spelling checker lor LocoScript users. It is 
run as a simple menu choice while you are editing a 
document normally, and you can check either an entire 
document or only a paragraph. When it finds an error. 
it suggests a correction. Reasonably fast, given LocoScripl's 
Inherent sloth 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Runs totally from within LocoScript 

▲ Can do small sections of a file 

A Suggests alternatives lor misspelt words 

▲ Reformats the text as it makes corrections 

▲ Provides Ihe much-missed LocoScript word counter 

▼ Can't remove spellings you don't like 

▼ The manual gets bogged down sometimes 

▼ Slow at scrolling Ihe dictionary window 



LOCOMAIL 



USEFUL 



(29.95 (plus VAT)' Locomotive 
0306 740606 

As a mailmerger for LocoScript, it's dilficult to see 
how anylhing could be better than this. It runs directly Irom 
LocoScript. and can process any LocoScript commands. Has 
many advanced leatures and is highly recommended lor all 
LocoScript users. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A You don't have to run it from CP/M 

▲ Can print any LocoScript text formatting commands 

▲ Can automatically rejustify paragraphs after insertion 
A Can insert numeric calculations into letters 

A Can read data from non- LocoScript (ie. ASCII) files 
A Large manual, with example files on disc 
A Powetul selection procedures - like a database 
▼ Need separate program to sort and filler addresses 
before a prinl run 



PROSPELL 



£29.95 'Amor* 0733 i 

A stand-alone spell checker for use with almost any wordpro- 
cessor that runs on the PCWs. Reads LocoScript. WordStar 
and ASCII files, and allows you to make corrections directly, 
view the context, change the dictionary etc. Specify which 
machine when buying. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Chocks LocoScnpt and WordStar documents directly. 
A Displays the context of a suspect word 
A Can edit misspellings directly from Prospell 
A Anagram and crossword solvers loo 
▼ Processes files of 1 5K or more In sections 



NEWWORD 



(60.83 (plus VAT) • SewStar Software • 0245 265017 

NewWord exploits Ihe WoidSlar market by doing Ihe same job 
belter II uses much Ihe same key commands as WordStar and 
will even edit documents prepared under WordStarComes with 
a spelling checker, and Ihe on-screen help is slightly better than 
WordStar's, though Ihe keyslokes are still as obscure 

PLUSES "MINUSES 
A Does everything WordStar does, even reads WordStar tiles 
▲ Spelling checker included 
A Can un-erase words and lines 
A Onscreen help better than WordStar's 
A Full relormatting ol loxl within mailmerger 

▼ Weak on use ot keypad and printer support 

▼ Liike WordStar, formatting troubles and 
obscure commands 



LABEL PRINTER 



£25.00 • Microdraw • 0622 685481 

Very similar program to Easy Labeller if not quite as powerful. 
Usual features of a labeller and you can store comments with 
each label's data 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Menus simple - easy to get the program going 
A Fast data enlry 
A Can store comments wilh each entry 

▼ No import or export ol data 

▼ Data needs an entire disc to itself 



LOCOKEY 



£14.95 (plus VAT) • Locomotive Software • 0306 740606 

This successor lo LocoChar is a keyboard customiser which 
means that any key can be made lo produce any letter. 
The program will reproduce any one ol the sixleen 
LocoChar-defined characters. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Enables customisation to any distribution ol 

keyboard letters 
A Handles any combinations ol accent and character 
A Is lun and easy to use 
▼ Will only be of limited use 



ANS1BLEINDEX PLUS 



04.95 • Ansible Information • 0672 62576 

The upgraded version ol the LocoScript document 
indexer. Type in your LocoScript document as normal 
highlighting the words to be indexed with a LocoScript 
(+RV) code. The program will then compile an alphabetical 
list ol entries complete with the page number on 



Mas 9i 75 



Software Guide 



which ihcy appear. A friendly, useful little package. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Don't need lo convert files Into ASCII tiles 

▲ Word counter also included 

A Runs with both LocoScnpt 1 and 2 

A One Index can be created for a series of documents 

▲ Indexes can be edited on screen 

▲ Index entries can be inverted; instead of "mutton pie,' for 
example, 'pie. mutton.' 



ACCOUNTS 



'Accounts' covers lar more than just the 
balancing of income and outgoings. 
Many of the programs are specific to some 
application, and they range from the simple 
to the extremely complex, with prices to 
match. 



VITAL PROCESSOR SERIES 

09.95 each • Vital Software 

9732810330 easy to use 

Series of three programs designed to help you look alter your 
money and your assets. The Savings Processor is ideal for 
someone with a portfolio of stocks and shares; it tells you your 
net worth' like a balance sheet. The Insurance Processor helps 
you make an inventory ol all your possessions and put a value 
on them, while the Income Processor helps you keep tabs on 
your incomings and outgoings 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
▲ Income Processor allows you lo budget efficiently 
A Insurance Processor can complete invenlories room by 

room 
A Savings Processor is a fast and efficient way of keeping 

track of share values 
T You have to be keen to do all Ihe research 
T It can be time-consuming 
T With the Income Processor, it's difficult getting all the 

information you need from Ihe manual 
▼ It's nol always clear how some ot Ihe operations work 

DIGITA BUSINESS CONTROLLER 



EASY TO USE 



£69.95 • Digita International 

0395270273 

Not a lull accounting system, but a very easy-to-use package 
with an excellent manual. Nominal ledger already set up and 
you can be up and running in minutes. No aged creditor/debtor 
lisls can be produced. Now upgraded to include VAT handling 
procedures, so it's very good value lor smalt business. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Delight to use with a very good manual 
A You can get the system working in minutes 
A Financial ratios can be included in reports 
T No facility for producing aged debtors/creditors list 

BOOK-KEEPING AND ACCOUNTS 

(69 Iwith invoicing, (80.50; with invoicing and stocks, 
192) 'Manx Tapes '0624 81307 1 

Recently updated suite of programs advocating a very tradition- 
al style ol doublo-onlry book-keeping. Useful demonstration 
disc also supplied with more than 200 example accounts. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Solid, traditional approach to double-entry book-keeping 
T Program doesn't make lull use ot the PCW 

▼ Screen prompts not always that helplul 

▼ Written in BASIC, so prone to sluggishness 

MONEYWARE ACCOUNTS 

U49M Iplus VAT)' Compact Software Ltd 
0628 777456 

Another very large integrated package supplied on several 
discs and consisting ol sales, purchase and nominal ledger 
together with invoicing. The package is available on much larg- 
er micros, and since the formal in which data is produced is Ihe 
same as on PCWs, the system is particularly suitable for users 
planning to upgrade their hardware al alater dale. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Audit trails are an auditor's dream 
A Data can be used in WordStar, Multiplan or SuperCalc 2 
A Superb prepayment facility 
A Can run a number of companies separately 
A Easily transported to bigger computers 



▼ Lots of disc swapping necessary 

▼ Can be slow to use - it runs in Mallard Basic 

▼ Quirks in cash allocation routine and account code system 

M.A.R INTEGRATED ACCOUNTS 



t249+W*MAPSjstem 

0616245662 



POWERFUL 



This is a very powerful package moved onto the PCW at a frac- 
tion of its cost on larger micros. The size makes it a little cum- 
bersome to use, but apart Irom that there are very few 
significant problems. The integrated suite includes the same 
five modules as Camsoft. but they are supplied on four sides of 
disc, making it effectively impossible for the software to be run 
as an integrated system on an unexpanded 8256. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A A very comprehensive and professional package 
A Very good audit trails 

A Sales/purchase ledgers can run over different penods 
A Facility tor handling prepayments and accruals 
A Able to print full management accounts 

▼ The size of the programs means lots of disc swapping 

▼ All normal responses need to be in upper case 



SIMPLE ACCOUNTS 



(79.00 Iplus VAT) • Cornix • 0234 219969 

The perfect accounts package for the small business by virtue 
of its simplicity of operation, and the limitation of its features to 
Ihe essentials. Features include a useful cross-reference facility 
lo collate expenses on individual contracts. Very comprehen- 
sive VAT section 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Simple, easy-to-use program 
A Can correct errors 
A Keeps track of debtors and creditors 
A Well-written manual 
A Useful search facility 



CAMSOFT PSIL 



tUMMXt • Cambrian Software • 0766 8)1878 

Consists of five integrated packages: Sales, purchase and 
nominal ledgers, invoicing and stock control. In terms ol sophis- 
tication It falls somewhere between the Sagesoft package and 
Ihe larger systems from MAP and Compact. But it's easier lo 
run than the larger packages since all the software can be 
squeezed into Ihe M drive. Good package for a small company. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Already set up for 8256 or 851 2 
A No need for pre printed stationery 
A Excellent sort and search facilities 
A Invoices shown on screen as you create them 

▼ Constant need to input full five-digit account codes 

T No linal accounts reports available on nominal ledger 

▼ No facility to run the ledgers in different accounting penods 



INBUSINESS 



(160.00 • Cavalier Software • 049 264 1548 

A comprehensive integrated package. Comprises 'Intact' 
accounts and 'Instock' stock control, available separately for 
£59.95 each Well designed, easy to run and powerful enough 
for most businesses 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Olher packages (eg: 'Teleadd' address book) can be added 
A Comprehensive range of features when used as a package 
A Sophisticated pricing and order features In Instock section 
A Flexible accounts, traps most mistakes, useful summaries 
A Interesting forward planning facility in stock control 
A Manual gives you a confusing number of options 

SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

(60.83 (plus VAT) • SewSlar • 0245 265017 

Using Ihe split-screen method, the prompt-driven program 
leads you through the hazards of double-entry book-keeping as 
painlessly as possible. Again, very useful demonstration files 
supplied with the program. It also handles VAT easily. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Excellent system of screen prompts 
A Good demonstration files 

A One ol the easiest double-entry systems for the novice 
▼ Manual is really for the PC 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS 

(87 • Sagesoft • 0912131555 

An integrated accounts package consisting ot purchase, sales 
and nominal ledgers. For another £50 you can buy Accounts 
Plus which also has invoicing and stock control. Aimed at small 
companies with the emphasis on ease of setting up But a num- 
ber of limitations, eg. the package cannot cope loo easily with 
rapidly increasing numbers of customers and suppliers. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Clean, fidy and logical screen layouts and menus 
A Easy to set up and use with excellent documentation 



A Good audit trails and VAT reports 

A Can produce formatted trial balances 

▼ Restrictive account numbering system 

▼ Only single Nominal ledger and VAT analysis per Item 

▼ Does not cater lor settlement discounts 

▼ Won't pnnt remittance advice slips 

▼ Cramped on 9512 printer - need 17 pitch daisywhoel 



MAP PAYROLL 



tBMtt • MAP Systems • 1)61 624 5662 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Can amend and re-run at any stage (even alter printing) 
A Cash analysis is broken down into departments 
A System prevents re-use or amendment ol leavers 
A Can hold up lo 40 standard hourly and weekly wage rates 

▼ No SSP calculation facility (but can record all amounts 
paid) 

T Programs necessitate a lot ol disc swapping 
T No pnnted record of automatic tax code changes 

SAGESOFT POPULAR PAYROLL 

161* Sagesoft •0912131555 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

A Any or all employees payroll can be rerun at any stage 

A Full pay history available for all employees and leavers 

A Calculates average pay for holidays etc 

A Very easy to install 

▼ Limited number ol additions/deductions 
V Doesn't print a list of cheques 

▼ No analysis ol additions/deductions 

COMPAQ MONEYWARE PAYROLL 

£199.00 (plus VAT) • Compact Software Ltd 
0628 777456 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Supplied with test data 

A Facility to change employees lax codes 

following budget 
A Can run payroll for several companies 
A Program available for PC compatibles - data Iransportable 

▼ Must be run from the master discs 

▼ Needs input form and check calculation for each employee 

▼ Once paysltps are printed nothing can be changed 

▼ Most expensive payroll program 






CAMSOFT PAYROLL 



imVAT • Cambrian Software • 0766 831878 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

A Full payslip displayed on screen, any item 

can bo amended 
A Facility for Ireehand narrative on any payslip 
A Uses M drive for programs to speed operation 
A Built in on-screen help facility 
A Search-sort routine tor output to screen, printer or disc 
A Uses alphanumeric employee codes 

▼ Screen menus a bil untidy and sometimes difficult to follow 

▼ No listing of cheques 



CHECK ACCOUNT TWO 



(14.95 'Molesoff 0372 275053 

Wntten specifically to keep track ot personal household 
accounts. Can store (he details of up to four different accounts 
per disc, records all withdrawals and deposits and will allow an 
inspection ol the current state of any account at any time. It 
also reveals both the minimum and maximum figures to which 
the balance has either sunk or risen over previous or current 
months. Also incorporated are comprehensive interest -calculat- 
ing options. A solid, competent package 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A No double-entry book-keeping or VAT returns to wrestle 

with 
A Very easy to use 
A Carries last month's spending levels forward into this 

month 
A Tiered interest rate option available 

EASI-ACCOUNTS SYSTEM 

£2l95*Arctan Computer Ventures I t'oxwell Square, 
Southfields, Northampton NN3 5AT 

Anolher PCW accounts package this time for the small busi- 
ness man or Ihe very organised home user. Works on the tradi- 
tional system ol ledgers with up to 500 entries (or individual 
transactions) allowed per ledger. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Comprehensive Lisl and Search facilities 
A Manual assumes you know nothing about accounting and 

is, on the whole, woll-wntten 

▼ Not a particularly easy package to use 

▼ You would have to be exceptionally well -organised to use it 
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DESIGNER - for knitting, embroidery 

* For desiqiiuf 8 of kiutwwu embioidory. rugs, mosaics » Up lo B colours/stitchea/mxtuios eic. 
and any ciajt Uiai noimally would use Bquaied paper # Graphical and Listing printouts 

* Program presents, in nllect. large sheet with up * Editing facilities include Copy, Fill. Move 

to 308 x 29?. squares * Save and Load "molds' - buUd your own litiraiy 

Price £19.96 

PCWDRAW 

» A lull iuncUoii limiting piugiain * Produces clear drawings on your PCW 

* Draws lino;;, circles ellipses, arcs and rectangles » Freehand sketching with Zoom laallties 

* Twenty FILL patterns * Saves items, details, windows and screens 

* Adds dilloient sized TEXT, vertically and horizontally » Supports KEMPSTON, AMX and CONTRIVER 
» Portiait and landscape printouts mouse 

* Can be used with 24 pin printer lor extra clarity. PRICfc £39,95 

Tin- impiuvcuients raise it trom the adequate to the extremely useful ' B0O0 Plus 
SPKCIALOFFER PCWDRAW with CONTRIVER mouse and Interface £79.95 

PATTERN PUZZLES 

* A suitu ot live muni tormenting puzzles » Set level from trivial to brain- stotiumy. 

* Baudnni starts mean puzzles rarely icpeat * Challenge your friends a league table can be set up. 

PRICE £11.60 
"Computei gamusteis with little patience will probably lie driven mad. But dedicated problem solvers, 
will no doubt bo delighted to accept the challenge ' APCW 

'Patterns Puzzles will appeal to those ol our readers who onioy brief breaks from tlicir workload but alsi 
like to (eel that they ate using then brains * 8000Plus 

Prices include VAT, P&P Cash with order 



HTB COMPUTERS LTD. Broadwater House. Broadwater Road. 
Romsey, Hants. S051 8GT Tel: 0794 - 516279 



PCW-PC FLOPPY DISK DRIVE KIT 

Amslrad PCW users wishing 

to upgrade to a PC or compatible are asking 

Can I transfer my existing data from my PCW computer 

to my new PC compatible? THE ANSWER IS YES! 

TIMATIC SYSTEMS offer a unique kit which will allow you to connect 
a standard Amslrad FD4 second 720K disk drive to your PC or 
compatible. The simple to use kit allows you to connect the drive (as if 
il were a standard external floppy disk) to most machines that have a 
normal PC type floppy controller and suitable cables. 

Software is provided with all versions of the kit to allow AUTOMATIC 
DETECTION of which Amslrad disk format vou are reading. The kit 
will allow you to READ and WRITE files from both CP/M and 
Locoscript. 

Timatic Systems Ltd., 7 Palmerston Business Park, 

Newgate Lane, Fareham, Hampshire, POM 1DJ. 

Telephone (0329) 239953 - 236727 

Fax (0329) 237051 for Sales and MasterCard/Visa Orders 



UPGRADING TO PC? 
Continue your Locoscript experience with 



In stock 

mmediate 

dispatch 



LocoScript us 

B LocoScript PC & Link Version 1.5 £125.00 P-7^ 

LocoScript PC £110 LocoLink £30 Link & PC S/Ware £45 

Locomail£25 Locolile £27 LocoScript 2/Spell £30 

The NEW Prinler Support Pack £29.95 (Free with Printer Purchases) 

ALL LOCOMOTIVE SOFTWARE USUALLY IN STOCK 

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS 10 tor £20, 20 tor £39, 30 tor £55 

Supercalc 2 £35 Easy Labeller £28 MicroDesign 2 £38 

You can see how small the ad is. call to find your price lor your choice ol PCW or PC Soltware. 

We can put together some great package deals consisting ot computer, printer and your 

prelerred soltware. Ask for your Personal Quotation. 

MANNESMAN TALLY PRINTERS OSICOM COMPUTERS 

VERY SPECIAL PRICE AMSTRAD PC MODEMS MC2400 £200. SM2400 £250 



Send, telephone or tax your order to: 
THE AVENUE GROUP, 
8 Fourth Avenue, 
Havant P09 2QX 



Incl VAT * FREE POST 

Tel & Fax: 0705 454017 



Laser Printing 



From LocoScript 1 & 2 



High Quality, cost effective, camera ready copy. 
All style, emphasis and layout codes supported. 
Wide choice of fonts and point sizes. 
Enhancements include columns and graphics. 
Only 50p per A4 page. Quantity Discounts. 
We also print Microdesign & Stop Press pages. 
Artwork for this Ad printed from LocoScript at this scale. 
Telephone 051 630 2657 for free information pack. 



DAISYWHEEL 98 Bell Road, Wallasey L44 8DP 



FOR ALL WORD PROCESSOR USERS 

Tabulations Margins & Lines, positioned correctly first time 
TempMate Page Overlay The Page Boy 

£5.95 (4 for £1 5) Word Processing Ruler 

4 character pitch sizes £2.95 

^v,PJ0, P12, P15, P17 (10for£13) 

r~ SAVE r 

£ E8 SET OF 4 TEMPMATES & PAGE BOY £18.75 

^*" FOR LOCOSCRIPT USERS 

TempDisc PC/PCW (Business, Personal or Sport) from E17.95 

Hundreds of choices of INSTANT TEMPLATES designed by a 

Member of the Institute of Word Processing 

Also WordDisc - a Thesaurus using LocoFile, XWorder - For Crossword Compilers 

using LocoScript FoneMale Uses LocoFile. National codes and exchanges with 

appointment diaries. 5 year calendar etc. LocoScript Correspondance Course. 

Please send for details 

Thurston Techniques 

BFREEPOST Exmouth EX8 2YZ Telephone or Fax 0395 277496 ^^m 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & UK POST & PACKING J/JS^ 



3 FAST COMPUTER REPAIRS 

From London's leading Amstrad Authorized service centre. 
48 hour workshop repairs 8 hour on site call out service 
Low fixed charges with 3 month guarantee on all repairs. 

Other services available: 

* Hardware/software sales (new & reconditioned) 

(we also buy & offer P.X. on second hand equipment) 

* Professional training in all popular applications 

* Service agreements 

* Business consultancy service 

* Software development 

* Amstrad consumable sales (manuals disks etc) 

You've Tried The Rest Now Call The Best 
PC Microcentre Ltd 081-840 5343 /08i 579 1667 

9 Chetington Road, Hanwell, London W7 3HL 



ASTROLOGY for beginners 

Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 



Buy a Starter Pack comprising a simple program lo calculate a 

horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs 

(how to interpret the horoscope). 

ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 

For ALL Amstrads (CPC, PCW, PC. PPC) 

Payment by Access/Visa. Cheque. P.O. Please state make of computer 

of send s.a.e. (33p - about 9" x 7") for free catalogue gt'ufrig details of 

our wide range of programs for PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 

including complete natal interpretations and forecasting. 

Also I CHDMG. GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHYTHMS. NUMEROLOGY, etc. 



ASTROCALC 

(Dept 8000) 67 Peascroft Road. Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 8ER England. Tel: 0442 251809 



8256, 8512 & 9512 EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES 

10 FREE DISKS WITH EVERY DRIVE PURCHASED THIS MOHTH 

A 3.5" 3rd drive gives an 8512 user all the benefits ot cheaper disks, cheaper backups, 
data compellability with other machines and still retains all your existing 3" drive B disks. 
To get you started, this month we are giving away 10 disks with even/ drive purchased 
plus a further £2.00 off a 2 IN 1 program bought with a drive. 

BARGAINS margin maker MM3 only £9.95 PRINTER RIBBONS E2.75 

HALF PRICE BOOKS...GETTING STARTED WITH THE AMSTRAD E3.75 

TEAC 3.5" FD235F (1 meg) (706K) 2nd drive * 10 DISKS C90.00 

TEAC 5.25" FD55FR grey 40/80track 2nd drive + 10 DISKS C1 00.00 

TEAC 5.25" FD55F-OU 3 (black) special purchase + 10 DISKS C90.00 

TEAC 3.5" 3rd drive (switched internal/external) + 10 fDISKS £105.00 

TEAC 5.25" 3rd drive 40/80 track switchable (grey) * DISKS C1 15.00 

TEAC 5.25" 3rd drive 40/80 track (black only) + DISKS £105.00 

Moonstone 2 in 1 MSDOS/CPM transfer (new version) C29.95 

Shareware MSDOS/CPM transfer program to run on a PC C5.00 

SAGE ACCOUNTS £45.00 SAGE ACCOUNTS PLUS (Ver 6.9) £60.00 

CHEAPEST EVER MEMORY UPGRADES if you haven't done it, now's the 
time, it is unlikely that 256k x1 memory chips will get any cheaper. 256 to 512 
upgrade kit £20.00 : Fitting service £10.00 + carr. 

PIN BOARD COMPUTERS LTD, TEL: 0462 894410 

LLM-U1 Unil 9. Bondor Business Centre. Baldock SG? 6HP ™" 
l^J PRICES INCLUDE P&P and VAT (FAX 0462 894460) iii^ 



Software Guide 



MONEY MANAGER PCW 

W9.95 ' Connect Software Ltd ' 081 143 9792 

This accounting package has been designed (or individuals, 
small businesses and clubs - anyone who might lind a larger 
accounting package daunting The program concentrates on 
Income and expenditure, each tile covering a 12-month period 
with up to 500 entries per month. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Up to 20 different kinds of accounts are catered for 
A Up to 50 transaction codes help categorise income and 

expenditure 
A Needs little computer or accounting expertise 
A Information can be displayed in the form ot a bar or pie 

chart 

▼ Too limited for bigger businesses 

▼ Over-featured for domestic use 



UTILITIES 



Utilities is a broad category, which tends to 
contain all the software that won't fit else- 
where. In practice, this leads to two main 
functions - programs aimed at unusual 
applications, and those which perform use- 
ful and varied 'housekeeping' tasks. 

2 IN 1 (Version 2) 

£29.95 • Moonstone Computing ' 041 941 H2II 

A set ol very useful utilities aimed mainly at PCW to 
PC/MSDOS file transfer It also has the ability to manipulate 
PCW files and discs Sometimes a little on the slow side 
(because ol the different systems it is copying Irom and to), it Is 
still an excellent way ol carrying oul the functions, and is the 
only package that collects all these functions under the one 
roof. On the other hand, the formatting, which comes with a ver- 
ify option, is very last. In addition. It is extremely easy to use, 
and very user friendly - with a number of features which make it 
far more amenable than the onginal CP/M commanos. 



Range of features 4/5 

Documentation 4/5 

8000 Plus Value Verdict 



Ease of use 
Performance 
16/20 



5/5 
5/5 



PLUSES • MINUSES 

A Easy to use 

A Formats very quickly 

A Good documentation 

A Not loo expensive 

T Files not displayed m alphabetical order 

T Copying is slow 



XF0RMAT2 



(9.95 'Moonstone' 041 941 3120 

A handy utility to provido more space on a disc. Space is creat- 
ed during disc formatting, the program is used in conjunction 
with CP/M, and gives extra room on both A & B drive discs. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A 19k extra for A dnve discs 
A 78k extra for B dnve discs 
A 32 extra A drive entries 
A Very cheap for the benefits provided 
▼ Can't copy and format at the same time 
T 4k minimum blocks in B dhve 



FOREWORD 



144.95 * Software Imperative * 0225 425.115 

A text/ideas pro-processor, essential for anyone in the business 
of producing lengthy, structured pieces ol work You can build 
your document, moving Sand inserting blocks with just one koy- 
press (no block definition required). Very fast wordcounts and 
Find and Replace searches of either 'hidden" or 'shown' text 
units. Drop down menus make usage very easy. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Quick and efficient and easy to use 
A Versatile Save options 
A Printout facility 
A Works with 'foreground' option 



PCW TOOLKIT 



m.9S ' Moonstone Computing ' 041 941 3120 

A user-friendly data recovery package for the PCW 
Provided you can find the contents of the damaged tile, 
roll out a new one. sector by sector, on M using PASTE 
PLUSES • MINUSES 



A Perfect lor the complete novice 
A Clear, confidence- boosting manual 
A Can recover data varying in amounts from a 
few bytes to a complete disc. 

PRO-PERFORMER 

(59.90 ' Eleclromusk Research 
0702 335747 '8000s only 

The only real musical add-on for the PCW Easy to use software 
runs on CP/M. has a wide variety of powerful features 
and is icon-driven. Sophisticated recording facilities and the pro- 
gram will allow you to save compositions as tracks, songs or 
performances. Ideal for pop and classical musicians. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Icon-based screen 

A Can record lines independently or in an arrangement 
A Punch-in editing facilities 
A Facility for slow recording and fast playback 
A Step-time recording for strict in tempo lines 
A Tracks can be looped (made to repeal) 

▼ Manual glosses over arrangements 

▼ Can't edit notes individually 

▼ No musical notation anywhere 

JOB ESTIMATING & PRODUQ COSTING 

£99.9fl tplus VAT) each 
Comix Software ' 0243 219969 

Both programs aim to provide help to small businesses by 
keeping track of costs. You break down the product you're cost- 
ing or the job you're doing into a series of costing lines - record- 
ing quantity and price per component. Program analyses profit 
margins and can produce customer printouts 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Excellently-written manuals 
A Simple and robust to use 

A Changes in matenal costings instantly reflected n all quotes 
A Neat way ot doing on-the-spot quotes 

▼ Only suitable lor small to medium-sized businesses 
T Can't add new components to a description 



TEMPDISC 8.2 

£21.0(1 •Thurston Techniques 
0395 277496* 8512s oni\ 



USEFUL 



Disc of ready-made templates to be used inside LocoScript.2 
All you have to do is find the particular template to suit your 
requirements and then fill in the details Vast selection ot bor- 
ders is excellent lor personalising labels and envelopes 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Has included ftles to complement LocoMail's 

invoicing facilities 
A Very easy to use 
A Vast range ol templates available 
A Not so good it you don't like lots of visual trimmings 



BRAINSTORM 



(29.99 ' Brainstorm Software Ltd ' 0895 677845 

A new improved version, reconfigured for easier use on the 
PCW. Works as an ideas processor'; you throw your ideas 
In any order and then use the program to rearrange them and 
impose a structure. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Quick and efficient and easy to use 
A Encourages structured thinking 
A Versatile; many different editing facilities 
A Results can be led into a word processor tor polishing up 

▼ Namesakes must be exacl matches 

▼ Manual is on disc, so you can't consult while using 
Brainstorm unless you print it out 



SUPER-LINDEX 



(14.95 • Festival Computing ' 0274 613300 

An indexer lor LocoScript. which can provide not just the name. 
but also the the 'Edit Identity* description of the tile. Works with 
CP/M files, too Can import data into LocoFile. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Screen as well as printer output 
A Can be turned into LocoFile data 
A Easy to use, and flexible 
A Various specific forms of cataloguing 
▼ Documentation poor 

FORMS BOX COMPENDIUM 

£19.95* Disc Design* 0473 62S471 

Fully compatible with LocoScnpt 1 and 2. this disc provides 
70 different kinds of forms for home and office use. You can 
either fill them in on the screen, save and print them out or print 
Ihem oul and fill them In later. A solid, no frills product. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 
T Will only print out on A4 size paper 



POOLS MASTER 



(19.95 'Intraset Ltd '025721 

This program helps you select the numbers to cross on your 
pools coupon taking its recommendations on the recent form of 
each team or simply on the basis of sequence prediction (going 
on the numbers which have provided draws in the past). 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Very easy to use 

A More accurate than the newspaper pundits 
▼ Entering form results Irom week to week is tedious 



Locomotive Software (0306 740606} 



L0C0F0NT I 

£29.95 tplus VAT) ' 
8000s only 

A selection of new fonts to help you break out of the 
standard LocoScript typeface. There's a very good selection 
of styles to choose from: 'handwntten' styles look very good 
as do the Copperplate and Script styles. The Roman and 
Standard fonts are more practical. The new characters are 
reproduced very well indeed. A further six fonls are 
available, including Old English and flowing script, on LocoFonl 
II for £14.95. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Eight new fonts, one coming for free 
A Each style supports all accents, characters, etc. 
A Relatively cheap and easy to use 
A Can break out ot that one-pattern printout. 

▼ Can't mix styles in one document 

▼ Limitations ol a 16 dot pattern means that the 
quality cannot be brilliant 



PS HEADINGS 



£11.95 'Orb Systems '081 6908534 

An updated version ot the onginal product, with a major 
improvement in speed. A must for all Protext users who need to 
incorporate high quality large print for letter headings and so on. 
Facility to alter stylistic details such as shading, underlining and 
Inpte-strike printing. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Easy to use 
A Range of styles 
A Good manual 
▼ Only one font available (although in two sizes) 



GILLIGAN'S GUIDE 



£29.95 - 49.95 ' NG Gilligan ' 0629 56347 

A geographic information program based on the Ordnance 
Survey system. Concentrates on a given area loosely 15 square 
miles: it will list all the places included on the map in alphabeti- 
cal order with their grid references. Also gives you information 
about the sites and will locate them on the map. You can also 
interrogate the system so that it only gives you details and loca- 
tions of sites of special interest. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A A Ihorough, versatile and easy to use package 
A System can be interrogated in a number of 

interesting ways 
A Breaks sites down into areas ol specific interest 
A You can commission you own made-to-measure guides 



STAR TRACK+ 



£19.95 ' Discovery Software ' 081 455 9962 

Update of earlier version. Fun and informative, the program 
allows you to plot on screen all the constellations (88 of them) 
and stars (about 600) recognised by today's astronomers, as 
well as {m the new version) the moon and planets. What is 
more, you can get the view from any point on the globe, and at 
any time trom 1000 to 2999 AD Lack of built-in printer option 
does seem a bit ot a drawback, though. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Excellent manual with helpful practice exercises 
A Very easy to use 
A Cycle option transports you forward a month at a time so 

that you can chart the stars' progress 
A Can change your position on the earth's surface 

▼ No print option 

▼ Screen display a little on the small side 

POCKET DATADATE 

£24.95 'A4 Ideas '0249 815082 

An invaluable utility lor those who crave date-related trivia. Fully 
operational under LocoScnpt 2, Pocket Datadate even prints 
filofax-sized text. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Program recently updated 
A Very informative 
A Ideal for quizmasters 
T Only works with LocoScript 2 

▼ Documentation currently on disc 



78 Mav9l 




A Complete 

Service in 

Computers & 

Software. 



Miles Better Software 

219/221 Cannock Road, 

Chadsmoor, Cannock 

Staffordshlre,WS11 2DD 

Telephone: 

(0543) 466577/8/9 



LOCOMOTIVE 



Locosrrlpl II ♦ LocoFllc 39.95 

Locofont 1 + 2 24.95 

Locofllc(8l 25.95 

Locofllc(9) 25.95 

Locomall 2 |8| 22.95 

Printer Support Pack 25.95 

Locoscrtpl 2 ♦ Lorospcll |8| 30.95 

Lorafllc * Locomall (8) 39.95 

Locoscrtpl 2 (8) 22.95 

Locoscrtpl PC 1.5 99.95 

Locollrik 24.95 

Locofonl 24 PC 24.95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



AMX Slop Press ♦ Mouse 70.00 

AMX Slop Press 36.00 

Micro Design II 39.95 

Micro Design II . AMX Mouse 82.95 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage Populnr Accounts 64.95 

Sage Popular Accounls Plus 92.95 

Sage Popular Payroll 49.95 

Sage Popular Invoicing 49.95 

Sage ChllChal 79.95 

Money Manager PCW 34.95 

Personal Tax Planner 19.95 

Vital Income Processor 34.95 

SBACash 45.95 

Stock Market 2 34.95 

Dlglla System 3 31.95 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supcrcalc2 52.00 

Cracker 2 42.95 



DATABASE 



Master File 8000 32.95 

D Base II 59.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve 49.95 

Dalaslorell 27.95 



UTILITIES 



DaalalAX 29.95 

Easy Labeller 29.95 

lllsoa Pascal 80 34.95 

Hlsofl Devpac 80 V2 34.95 

Hlsoft Knife Plus 19.95 

Pascal MT* 29.95 



ACCESSORIES 



Fun School 3 2-5 yrs 19.95 

Fun School 3 5-7 yrs 19.95 

Fun School 3 7-12 yrs 19.95 

102 Key Keyboard 79.95 

Star LC 10 Printer 169.00 

Star I-C 24 10 Printer 240.00 

Star LC 200 Colour 219.00 

Star LC 24-200 269.00 

Star LC 24-200 Colour 319.00 



Just a selection from our vast range ot computer software. 
All goods sent within 24 hours. All prices Include VAT and Delivery. 

Please make cheques, postal orders payable to: ^^^_ 

"Miles Better Software" VISA 

Access Visa orders please phone lor immediate dispatch m_p^ 

Visitors Welcome 



Ansiblelndex Plus 

The only LocoScripl indexcr. Ansiblelndex Plus extracts from your documents (with correct 
page numbcrs):- 



WORDS. PHRASES AND INVERTED PHRASES 
HEADINGS AND SUB-HEADINGS 

THEMES AND SUB-THEMES 

CHOICE OF ALPHABET SORTING 

CROSS-REFERENCES 



The index is compiled automatically from this informnlion. and can be edited, printed, etc. 
through LocoScripl. 

The package includes AnslbleChcck. the fastest LocoScripl word counter. And Grease. 
dreaded in high places, is as galling as ever. Plain-English manual included. Price: £34.95 

Request our info sheet for more details. The price includes VAT. poslagc and after-sales 
support. No extras! 



Ansihle Information 

"4 London Road. Reading. Berks. RGI SAU 
Tel: 0*72 62576 



&£ 




SIGNWRITER 

for the Amstrad PCW 

Create large quality lettering from your PCW. up to 8". 

Produce Signs. Banners, Notices, Tickets, Posters, and 

Adverts in minutes. 

Signwriter £29.95 , Extra Fonts at £5.75 

PCW Coloured Ribbons - red, green, blue, purple, brown 

& orange £5.75 each. Black £4.60. 

3" PCW Discs £2.30 each. 10 discs for £21 

(All prices include VAT & Delivery) 

We lake Aeccw & Visa Please make cheques payable to WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 



WIGHT SCIENTIFIC 

44, ROAN STREET GREENWICH, LONDON. SE109JT 

Telephone OBI 856 2699 Fax 081 853 4416 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 

'Interesting solution . . thoughtfully designed" says 8000 Plus 



The new Com Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
slack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer in 
under a quarter ol a square 
metre of Moor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
tnendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high 41 cm wide 
and beautifully Imished in 
durablegrey.wfute or black 
lacquer, the unit comes to 
you as a flal pack kit which is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 

Total Price £53.08 

lncVAT17\% P&P 

TOTAL £44.95 

TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque lor £44.95 togelher with your 
name and address and choice ol colour grey, 
white or black to: 

T.F.SCOMSTAX LTD, FREEPOST 
CHALFONT, ST GILES, BUCKS HP8 4BR 
TELESALES: 0240 73031 
FAX: 0240 771190 




$gp* 






Caatar Pack* now available 
tor all CorrvStax units. 
E12.0S including P&P 



Ptease allow 28 days lor dalivery, Th» Com-Stax is a copyright d»*gn patent appliad (or 



WORLDWIDE 



SOFTWARE 



106A Chil well Road 


Tel 


Beeston 


0602 


Nottingham 


252113 


NG9 1ES 


(24 hrs) 



Tel 


106A Chilwell Road 


0602 


Beeston 


252113 


Nottingham 


(24 hrs) 


NG91ES 



Fax No.: 0602 430477 

All prices include VAT and 1 st Class Post in the UK. 
Export, Government and Education orders welcome. 



Arnhem £14.95 

Bridge Player 2150 £21 .95 

Business Controller (Digita) £59.95 

Classic Collection £11.99 

Classic Collection 2 £11.99 

Classic Games 4 £14.95 

Clock Chess 89 £13.95 

Colossus Bridge 4 £13.50 

Colossus Chess 4 £1 3.50 

Fun School 3 Under 5 yrs £17.95 

Fun School 3 5-7 yrs £17.95 

Fun School 3 Over 7 yrs £1 7.95 

Locoscript II * Locospell £32.95 

Locofile £28.95 

Locoscript 2 £22.95 

Masterfile 8000 £32.95 

Money Manager PCW £38.95 

Perfect Touch Typist £19.95 

Popular Retrieve £59.95 

Popular Payroll £59.95 

Scapeghost £14.95 

Scrabble £14.95 

Small Business Accounts (Cash) £69.95 
Tomahawk (Helicopter Simulator)£14.95 
Trivial Pursuit £14.95 



Sage Popular Accounts Plus £102.95 

Popular Invoicing £58.95 



PRO SCAN 
ONLY £179.99 



DEREK ROGERS 

TOTAL ACCOUNTING 

ONLY £74.99 



SAGE CASH TRADER 

Ideal for shops, pubs, 

farms etc 

ONLY £89.00 



10 xCF2 Maxell Disk 
ONLY £19.50 



Please make Cheques and Postal Orders Payable to 

Worldwide Software S3 

Credit Card Orders accepted by Phone or Mail. 



DATADIARY & pocket datadale (star birth- 
dates/anniversaries day-by-day). £1 9.95 each. 
12-months supply. Includes character designs 
(Loco2). A 4 IdEAS. 66 Curzon Street, 
Calne, Wilts, SN11 ODL 

T-SHIRT PRINTING with your PCW-8256/8512 
lor £9.95. {Requires graphics software). MGA 
Softcat (0797) 226601. 

ROUTE FINDER tor PCW. Allows A/B and 
motorway routes, multiple stops and map gen- 
eration. Send SAE to: M. Frampton, 11 
Beacon Rd, Chatham, Kent. 



RE-CYCLE your printer ribbons. Call 
Aladdlnk. (08907)50965. 

DO YOU LIKE SHORT STORIES? WORDS is 
our quarterly magazine sold In aid ol the 
Children's Hospice Appeal. Sample £1: Shoun 
Peare (8000*) 23 James Collins Close, 
London W9 3PU. 

UPGRADING TO PC? Data transfers 
CPC/PCW/CPM/BBC/IBM/Maclntosh- 
373.5V5.25' and laser printing Details (SAE 
please) MAPEJ (8), Meadow View, Oulnta 
Crescent, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, 
Shropshire, SY10 7RN. Telephone: (0691) 
778659. 

HELPLINE: Are you a new or a prospective 
buyer ol the Amstrad PCW? For tree advice on 
any PCW aspect (not too technical!) phone 
Seaton (0297) 20456 7pm 10pm (Mon-Sun) 
"Chris Bryant" 

CONVERSION PCW/IBM/Macintosh 071-231 
1376. 

PCW9512 as new , plus Locotile, Stopress. 
MD2, AMX mouse, manuals, extra printwheel. 
disks, dust covers, 8000* issues 16-51 £375. 
Telephone Geofl (0284) 753340 alter 6pm. 

PCW 8256 fully upgraded to 8512. Excellent 
condition * 512k Rampac Interlace and Pretext. 
Locoscript. Flipper, Forward Brainstorm card 
box Chibase text2base £410. Typing tutors, 
Chess manuals Tel: 081-459 2502. 

DISK FORMAT CONVERSION - PCW (3") to 
MS-DOS (31/2 - ) £4.50/dlsk. Also LASER 
PRINTING from LocoScnpt. 25p'page Dala- 
Xchange, 19 Fernley Road, Stockport, SK2 
6DF. 061-456-7515. 



9512 KEYBOARD (plastic covered since new) 
£35. Maxafit sheet feeder (9512) £15. Simple 
Accounts II, Comix Invoicing, job estimating, 
product costing. All boxed and unused. £30 
each. Tel:- (0582) 840450. 

PCW8512 PACKAGE PCW8512. 

Locoscript/lile'spell, Canon printer, digitizer, 
mouse, light pen, Microdesign 2, SCA Interface. 
Daatafax, + much more. Cost £1,600, accept 
£700 SAE for list Broadoak', Holmes 
Chapel Road. Lach Dennis, Cheshire CW9 
7SZ. 

PCW SOFTWARE. Locotile £18. Sage 
Chitchat £35. PCW9512 service manual £10 
Locomail user guide £12. Telephone Bristol 
(0272) 565667. 

PCW9512. Light home use. Twin disk drives. 
Acoustic hood for printer. Original software and 
manuals, plus Locoflle, Trivial Pursuit. Hitch 
Hikers, Chess, spare disks. Five extra print- 
wheels £400. Phone (0926) 632979. 

MINI OFFICE, Desk Top Publisher. Atlast plus, 
£12.50 each. Supertype II, Blackstar, 
Academy. World of Soccer, annals ol 
Rome.DTP Clipart, £8 each. £70 the k>L or 
swap for Locoscript PC (with Locollnk) 081-500 
6978 (evenings). 

AMSTRAD PCW8256 upgraded to 512k sec- 
ond 5.25" disk drive, Stoppress with mouse, 
Locoscript2, games, spreadsheets, databases, 
dust covers and much more only £400 cash. 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday. 081-443 5107 
after 7pm. 

PRIVATE SALE DISKS AS NEW: 8000* col- 
lection, 8000* tips, £2.00 each. Masterlile 
v2.4. Protexl V2.23, supercalc 2 V1.00 £25.00 
each. Profiler V1.01, Toolkit v1.1 £10.00 each. 
Various related books. Buyer pays postage. 
Phone: Uyzell (0594) 516538 weekdays 9am 
to 7pm. 

ACC COMPUTER services, hard disk drive 
plus serial interface 20Mb memory £150 
o.n.o.Tel: (0772) 421582. 

SUPER PCW 9512 twin additional Amstrad 
DMP3250DI printer. Locofile, Mini Office, 
Cornix simple accounts, covers, disks, ribbons. 
8000. issues 17 to date. Perfect condition. 
£400 o.n.o. Telephone 0892-654342, E. 
Sussex. 



GAKKEN daisywheel printer. Qume compati- 
ble spare ribbons/wheels. 18CPS Centronics 
cable interface. Very robust (9.5kg) hardly 
used on 8512. Was £490. Nearest £250. 
(0663) 732128. 

THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER DTP program for 
PCW. Unused bargain £18.00. Mr.Roblnson, 
56 Stannington Road. Sheflield S6 5FL 
(0742) 333024. 

DATA TRANSFERS: PCW/IBM etc, 
3"3! 2" 51 d' SAE to: Qulckdlsk Dept. 8, 39 
Egerton Road. Bristol. BS7 8HN. 

BUBBLEJET PRINTING Irom Locoscript 2. 
Micro Design 2. 30p per page. Word process- 
ing, typesetting. Telephone & fax 0677 
425150. 

EDINBURGH area, laser quality printing. 
Locoscript. Microdesign etc. Tel: 031-228 
6309. 

FOR PCW 9512, sheetteeder. ProScan and 
interlace Microdesign2, Supercalc, Flipper, 
Locofile, Locoscript 2. CPM gothic and PS 
printwheel, new printer ribbons and disks, all 
boxed. Hardly used. £250. (0268)410933. 

PCW 8512 FOR SALE. Locoscript 1*2 
Locospell, Hisoft C, JRT Pascal, prolog. 18 
blank disks * storage case. 8000 plus Jan 89 to 
Jan 91. £400. Tel: (0443) 432964 after 7pm. 

MATHSKIT: lor A-Level and GCSE. Graph 
plotting, numerical methods, national curriculum 
assessment and much more. 8256/8512 only. 
£20 or SAE for details. Ian Snape, 50 St. 
Nicholas Drive, Hornsea, N. Humberside. 

NOTES ON AMSTRAD PCW9512 provide 
help with the learning process. A step by step 
guide which cuts through the log. £6.30 post 
free. Arthur Gibberd, 31 Gresley Road, 
Coventry, CV21BD. 

B000 PLUS complete Including both issues 
No i to 54 inclusive. All In very good condition. 
Best offers to K. Thorp, 12 Erpingham Road. 
Poole, Dorset. Phone (0202) 763881 . 

WANTED, SECONDHAND. The Amstrad 
CP/M plus book by David Powys-Lybbe and 
Andrew Clarke. Write toTriantafyllidls, I.Bis 
Route de Saint-Vraln, 91760, Itteville, 
France. Telephone 33 1 64931349. 



9512 FOR SALE: twin drives, 512k Rampac, 
Flipper, Locoscript, Locomail, Locofile, lots ol 
disks, ribbons, etc. Full working order: only 
reason lor sale - gone up to PCI Phone 
(evenings) 081-997 4857. 

G.C.S.E. FRENCH REVISION. 20,000 word 
database, essential vocabulary phrases, also 
ideal for touristy business learners. Send 
cheque £14.95 (21-day relund guarantee) 
payable Mike Greenwood, Y Cysylliad. Coleg 
Powys, Newtown, Powys, SY16 IBE. 

PCW8256 51 2K RAM software included 
Locoscript, Protext, Microdesign 2 and games: 
Batman, Snooker. Tomahawk, Harrier, Chess 
Others: books. Magazines, dust cover, etc 
Price: £350 o.n.o. Contact Azman Tel:(0222) 
226439 night. 

PCW WORD PROCESSOR service Margaret 
Nickolls (0722) 325802. 

PCW 8256 expanded, B drive, CPS8256 
Interlace. Locoscript2, Microdesign 2, Mini 
Office, Masterlile. money manager, Dr Graph. 
Stop Press, Quasar 2 FT-DB. printer support 
pack, com-stax dust covers, margin maker, 
magazines, disks £420 Lealherhead. (0372) 
379613. 

PCW8256/512 soltware sale. Tomahawk, 
Helicopter, Flight Stimulator. Southern Belle 
Money Manager. Cambase database 
Heathrow Traffic Control, plus books and maga 
zlnes. No reasonable oiler refused. Phone 
(0438) 350587. 

8512 EXCELLENT CONDITION Loco 2, File 
Mail and Spell, Money Manager, Flipper 2, S F 
Harrier. Tomahawk. Job Est., Prod. Cost., 55x 
8000* 4x binders, 60. disks, ribbons, RAM 
PAC, desk, leads, paper guide, temp disk. £600 
will split. (0227)368507. 

LASER PRINTING 25p/p disk transler £5.95 
File conversion 10p. Deskpress typesetting 
from £1.50 per page (from your disk). S.C.S. 
66A Eastgate, Hornsea. HU18 ILW. Tel: (0964) 
535933. 6 days till 8pm. 

MOLESEY EDUCATION W.P tuition on PCWs 
& PCs nationwide 081-941 1364. 

CUSTOMISED PROSCANNINGI for 

MicroDesign 2/StopPress (PCW 8256/8512) 
Full disk, only £12.50' Lee Richards (03957) 
694. 



SMALL ADS RATES 

Private ads cost £7.50 for up to 30 words. (This 
rale only applies to readers wishing to sell their 
own hardware or original software or to pass on 
a message to other 8000 Plus readers) 
All other ads are now classified as Trade 
Advertisements and are charged at £1 per 



word. (Max 30 words). 

8000 Plus reserves the right to refuse any ad 
which Is deemed to be a Trade Advertisement 
but which has been paid for as a Private Ad. 

To place an ad just fill in this application 
form and send it to us with the correct pay- 
ment. We will then place the ad In the next 



available issue (published 2-7 weeks after we 
receive your order). 

If you wish your address or telephone number 
to be featured In your advert it must be includ- 
ed In the grid below (one word per space). 



Order form Send to: 8000 Plus Small Ads, Future Publishing, Beauford Court, Bath BA1 2AP 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 



Name 



Address 



My advertisement is a Private/Trade* Advertisement and 
I enclose payment for £ • delete as applicable 

I wish to pay by Cheque/ Postal Order/ Access/Visa 
Credit card number 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 

Please make cheques and POs payable to Future Publishing Ltd 



Software Guide 



PCW SUPERDOS 



£29.95 •Encyclasoff 0270 811890 

Fills the gap between the friendliness ol LocoScript and spatsity 
of CP/M Has the ability to copy multiple files at once, and can 
back up an entire directory 
PLUSES < MINUSES 

▲ Printable 'notepad' facility 

▲ Makes CP/M less daunting to use 

▼ Need to leave SuperDOS for some functions 



FACTOTUM 



(14,95 • Tudor Systems • 0622 861775 

The combinalion ol LocoScript 2. LocoFile and LocoMail will 
give you access lo Ihis extremely useful calalogue of 
informalion. As well as a diary, incorporating special dale 
reminders, there is an address and telephone list, 
and a tax planner. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Works from LocoScript 
▲ Very efficient letters section 
A Easy to use 
T Poor presentation 

▼ Won't work with an unexpanded 8256 

▼ Assumes knowledge ol LocoScnpt 



SUPERZAP 



Public Domain • Various suppliers 

A disc editor with a difference - one key commands taken from 
adequate menus permit easy operation. Superzap allows you to 
examine bolh the structure and contents of the M Drive. Lack o! 
prtnl function is an irritating pitfall -this command is even dlas- 
bled in CP/M 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Very easy lo use 

A Simple one key commands 

▲ Menu driven 

▲ Fast 'find' function 

▼ No copier 

▼ Numbers can only be entered in hex 



DATA DIARY 



£16.95 >A4 Ideas •0249X150X2 

More PCW-generated diary inserts for use at home or in 
the office. The program works from wilhin LocoScripi so 
you can make use of all LocoScripi 2's lext and style 
enhancements. Inserts feature year to a page 
calendars, monlh at a glance planners and page a 
day formats. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Buy it at any lime of the year and you will be supplied with 
next 12 monlhs' supply 

▲ 2 versions available - for A4-size and Filofax-size printout 
A A solid, no-frills product that's easy to use 



INVESTOR II 



£29.95 •B&BB Software • 0240 242946 

Excellent update of what was already a good program. 
Designod lo record and analyse the ups 
and downs of up to 600 shares on Ihe stock market. From 
the trends displayed by Ihese Ihe heallh of the whole market 
is calculaled, and fulure moves predicted. Your own shares 
are included, of course, and given prominent treatment: you 
are given advice on whal to do wilh them. An very good 
investment all round I 
PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Records share-holdings, dividends and cash accounts 
A Dividend printout for lax purposes 

A Four methods of share price analysis 

▼ Unique ability to calculate capital gains tax liability 

▼ Graphs are small 

▼ Minor shortcomings in manual 

PERSONAL TAX PLANNER 

£24.95 • Digila International • 0395 210211 

Simple program which asks you all the questions relevant 
to your year's tax affairs, and prepares your lax return claim 
(or bill 1 ) Can, for example, find out whether married couples 
would be belter assessed separately or not. Personal Tax 
Planner is updated every year - look out for the mosl 
recent version following MarcrV's budget 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 
A Simple to use 

▲ Needs a minimum knowledge of the tax law 

A Forces you lo keep your tax details in one place 

▼ Limited application - mighl only use it once a year 

T Program updates (for a new allowance level) cost £10 



KNIFE PLUS 

£19.95 •Hisoff 0525 11X1X1- 

An essential tool for retrieving data from corrupted discs. 



USEFUL 



Knife Plus will copy all uncorrupted sectors on lo a fresh 
disc which you can then patch up without risking the original 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Copies all uncorrupted data from damaged discs 
▲ If boot sector damaged, will copy good boot 

sector onto disc 

▼ Requires some knowledge of basic disc structure 

▼ Manual not written lor beginners 



WISE ONE 



04.95 • Swallowwft Publications • 0420 65191 

An expert system - you input rules and information and 
Wise One becomes an 'intelligent' program which can. for 
example, do simple diagnoses according fo symptoms you 
type in. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

▲ Power to be genuinely useful 

▲ Elementary arithmetic 

A Help screens can bo set up for the user 

▼ Obscure way of writing rules - need programming Instinct 

▼ Manual dry and academic 



FLIPPER 2 PLUS 



£29.95 • Software Imperative 
0225 425515' 95121X512 onh. 

Can do everything the original Flipper did and more. You can 
now flip Mini Office and LocoFile and will have no problems with 
whalever version of LocoScript you're using. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
▲ Easier lo install lhan its predecessor 
A Can flip between environments in as little as 2 seconds 
A Professionally- presented documentation 
A Works with mosl CP/M programs. LocoScript and BASIC 

▼ Still won'l work wilh many self-loading games 

▼ Be careful of stale of printer and disc dnves when flipping. 



SUPER TYPE II 



£14.95 • Dipta International • 0395 210213 

A program for users of LocoScripi and CP/M programs, 
which modifies the fonts used by the PCW printer 
SuperType has 4 'business' and 'novelty' fonts. It works 
by directly altering the relevant files for LocoScript or 
CP/M, so you only need nin it once - after thai, the new 
chosen font is available. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Once installed, you can totally forget n's there 
A Genuinely useful range of fonts available 
A All LocoScript's print size and style options still work 
▼ You can't mix different fonts in Ihe same document 



DAATAFAX 



Basic nn\o» £29.95 (with Microfile £39.95lwith mouse 
£69.95) • Kempston Data • 0234 X55666 

Used with personal nng-binder. it helps you keep track ol 
names, addresses and appointments Prints oul dala in a form 
thai will fit the average organiser. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 
A Flexible and easy io use; saves buying inserts 

▼ Not very sophisticated: keeping it up lo date is tedious 

DHCP 12-TRACK SEQUENCER 

£45 •DHCP* 0440 61207 

Add-on 'recording studio' for the PCW. consisting of MIDI inter- 
face and sotlware 12-track polyphonic capacity 

PLUSES -MINUSES 
A Fun lo use 

A Can cope with quite advanced Instruments 
A Cheaper than its competitor 
A Tracks can be bounced to enable several tracks 

to all be put Into one 
A Looping can start/end at any bar 

▼ Manual is skimpy 

▼ No editing possible without re-recording whole tracks 



DTP 



Desk Top Publishing packages combine 
the manipulation of both text and 
graphics. In reality, they tend to 
concentrate on the development of pictures 
rather than text, simply because text can 
usually be imported from a word processor 
in an already finalised state, to have its 



appearance rather than its content adjusted. 



THE COMPOSER'S PEN 



£X1.33 (MusicPad £23.44) • Composit Software 
0952 595436 

A sophisticated program which allows you to write musical 
manuscnpls, complete with time signatures, key signatures and 
any other notation you require. Changes lo Ihe manuscript can 
easily be accomplished, and it can even transpose music Into 
different keys. A vital tool for the composer of every kind of 
music. MusicPad is Ihe cul down version. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Good print quality 
A Allows multi-part composllions 
A Easy to use 

A Complete range of musical notation 
A Transposes from key lo key 

▼ Slow in use 

THE DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

(81.95 (including mouse and interface) • Database 
0625 859444 

Tremendous value for money. Graphics and text boxes 
can be easily moved around and page layout is clear. 
You can edit text from within the program, using 
LocoScript-like commands lo set bold and italics. 
Good range of fonts and graphics, too. 

PLUSES • MINUSES 
A Text editor allows you to edn articles to fit 

the space easily 
A Boxes and general layout easy lo manipulate 
A Works with three mice, but fine wilh the keyboard alone 
A Good range of fonts and graphics, and you can design 

your own 

▼ Can't fix size of text boxes - they expand lo take the lext 

▼ Headlines can look a bit (agged 



MICRODESIGN II 



£62.00 • Creative Technology • 0889 567160 

The ultimate DTP package for sheer pnnlout quality: Creative 
Technology have treated words and graphics as being equally 
important, hence Ihe program's 'integrated page processor" 
label. Runs on all three machines with high quality results. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Mas full 24-pin printer compatibility 
A Easy and fun to use 
A Excellent text-editing facilities 



LATE EXTRA 



f/9.50 • Exemplar Designs • PO Box 6X3. Bath. B.M 
1X11 

A Stop Press add-on consisting of a collection ol 11 fonts lhal 
cover Ihe range of type styles and sizes needed to create a bal- 
anced page. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 
A Good range of 11 complementary fonts 
A Can adapt template for own use 

▼ Time-consuming 

▼ Text needs reducing lor best results 



Next Month 

The guide continues with the cate- 
gories of DATABASES. EDUCATION- 
AL SOFTWARE. COMMUNICATIONS 
and PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES, 
to be followed the month after by 
SPREADSHEETS. GRAPHICS and 
GAMES. Then its back to this mon- 
th's topics again. 
We intend to maintain this as THE 
authoritative guide to PCW software, 
so if you know of any significant 
omissions, please let us know. 
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SPORTING TRIANGLES 

From CDS Software. Recently 
reviewed by the 8000 Plus team and 
given a value verdict of 14/20. If you 
are a sports fan then it's a must. 
Even tougher than a Question of 
Sport, but when the going gets 
tough... 
RRP £19.99 
Our Price £14.99 
Order No. 8636 



TEQNICHE KEYBOARD 

Excellent new 102 key keyboard for 
the PCW that really does make 
keying easier. 8000 PLUS were so 
impressed we got one ourselves! 
Not only does it feature a clear and 
clean design, but it feels so much 
more comfortable. And the price is 
well worth it 
R.R.P. £90.85 
OUR PRICE £79 
Order no. 8635 

EXPLOITING THE AMSTRAD 
PCW 9512 

Written by John Campbell and 
Marion Pye, this book is aimed at the 
more experienced user of the 9512. 
300 pages, packed with information 
on programs from Locoscript to 
Supercalc.2. Highly recommended 
by the 8000 PLUS team. 
R.R.P. £14.95 
OUR PRICE £13.45. 
Order no.8637 

COPY HOLDER 

A handy accessory, easy to fit, easy 

to use and easy to buy. Not only 

does it make typing easier but also 

keeps the desk tidy. 

Just fill in the form. 

OUR PRICE £9.99. 

Orderno.8617 



FUN SCHOOL 3 

The best-selling education package 
now available for the PCW. Separate 
packs for the under 5s, 5-7 yrs and over 
7s. With 6 games in each pack and 
conforming to the National 
Curriculum: 8000+Value Verdict 18/20 
R.R.P. £24.99 

Our Price £19.99 

U 5s Order N0..8623 

5-7s Order N0..8624 

Over 7s. Order No.. 8625 
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LocoFile 

The pop-up database for LocoScript 2 
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USING THE AMSTRAD PCW 9512 

Written specifically for 9512 owners 
byJohn Campbell, an acknowledged 
expert, this book is designed for the 
beginner. With over 170 pages on 
how to understand and operate the 
9512, this book is an ideal guide. 
R.R.P. £10.95 
OUR PRICE £9.95. 
Order no.8636 



5.25 INCH DISK DRIVE 

This PACE disk drive is the answer 
to your incompatibility problems, 
and gives you the benefits of 800k 
disc capacity. It comes complete 
with TDOS which allows MSDOS or 
PCDOS data to be transferred to 
your PCW. 
R.R.P. £189.99 
OUR PRICE £145 
Order No. 8622 



8000 PLUS BINDER 

You need never lose another tip 

again with these gold-embossed 

binders. At last, you can tidy up that 

pile of 8000 Plus's you keep 

meaning to sort. 

At this giveaway price you no longer 

have an excuse! 

OUR PRICE £4.95 Order no.8004 

TWO FOR £9.00 Order no. 8076 



8000 PLUS T-SHIRT 

And from the latest fashion shows 

we are pleased to present 

the definitive accessory for the 8000 

Plus reader who needs to do a bit of 

gardening or late night programming- 

The 8000 Plus T-shirt in glorious 

American Royal Blue. 

MED T-SHIRT £4.95 Order no.8071 

LARGE £4.95 Order no. 8072 

LOCOFILE 8256/8512 

The industry standard database from 
the makers of the industry standard 
word-processor. Combines brilliantly 
with LocoScript 2 for the8256/8512, in 
an easy-to-use environment. Pops up 
whenever you need it. 
We are giving away a free wallchart 
and a T-shirt with this package. 
OUR PRICE £29.95 
Order no.8044B 




MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

This has to be the Integrated 
package for all your business needs. 
Comes with "The all in one Business 
Computing Book", this package 
contains word-processor, database, 
spreadsheet, graphics and comms. 
We are giving away a free 
pack of highlighter pens 
with this offer . 
OUR PRICE £26.95 
Order no. 86 10 

THE 8000 PLUS COLLECTION 

Ex-editor Rob Ainsley has put 
together the best hints and tips from 
4 years of your favourite magazine. 
Essential reading for all our readers. 
Now only available with Disc. 

BOOK&DISC PRICE £14.40 

Order no.8603 



CRACKER 

-.n Predion GropN" 




CRACKER 2 

Charts, graphs, everything you 
would expect from the PCW's most 
powerful spreadsheet. With 
Paperback Software behind it and 
our own Buyer's Guide rating you 
can be sure this will fulfil your 
spreadsheet needs. 
R.R.P. £49.95 
OUR PRICE £29.95. 
Order no. 8081 
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the time wasted, but need your 
excellent advice. 
DCI Grimsdule 
Chippenham. Wiltshire 

WOO Plus: Well, DCI. you have hit the 
nail on the head with the mention of 
Sprinter, which is actually a hardware 
add-on. At the moment, there is no other 
product of its kind, and even al a cost of 
£89. 70, it is a very small price to pay for 
obtaining the extra speed which you - 
and many other users - desire. 
Sprinter comes thoroughly 
recommended by 8000 Plus, on all 
counts. Il is manufactured hy Cirtech, at 
Monksford Stables, Newtown St 
lioswells, Melrose. Scotland. 



Howard's Rae 

As much as David Langford would like 
me to "gnash my teeth and prepare a 
strong letter about how he should buy 
our disc of printer drivers". I feel little 
need to do so. 

I need only quote from Alec Rae"s 
article on the Canon BJ- l()e: "try as ► 




Only Suitable tor the Amstrad PCW 8256, 8512 and 9512 

tSSSL MONEY MANAGER PCW 






Now even 

more powerful, more 
friendly, and more useful II! 

Be your own accountant! Control your finances the easy way! 

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial 
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expend- 
iture for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills In a chosen period. 
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented in graphical form. 

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up claculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro comands. The Money 
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs 
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements. 

• Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc. L 

• Budget and cash-flow forcasts - which may be updated 

■ 12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month 

• Move a file forward a month at a time when required 

• All options selected from the main menu 

• Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc. 
- Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure 

• A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry 

• Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry 

• All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data 

• Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time 

• Quick insertion of standard entries and standing orders 

• Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key 

■ Single character 'mark' for extra reporting selectivity 
Statements showing each entry in detail with running balance 
Reports may show classes merged into logical groups 
Spreadsheet type table showing class totals In each month 
Report showing class totals for each account 
Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories 
Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices' 
Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance 



- Totals for each class of transaction for any period 

• Report of monthly Income, expenditure and cash-flow etc. 

- Report of account and class totals (eg profit & loss) 

- Account statistics - monthly max, mln, average, balance etc. 

• Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates If required 

- Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross amounts 

■ Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT return 

- Simply ignore VAT features If they are not required 

■ Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer 

• Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg in Locoscript) 

• Data search facility to find 'lost* items 

- Built-in text line editor for data entry 

• Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports 

- Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory 

• Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 

■ Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a key 

• Automatic creation of back-ups for data files 

■ You can choose which disc drive to use for data on a PCW8512 

■ Comprehensive 64 page indexed manual 

• Two sets of sample data for practice and familiarisation 

• Free and Indefinite telephone support 



Connect 



To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95 

081743 9792 8am ,o 1 °P m - 7 davs a week 

Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND ^ 



INBUSINESS PCW from CAVALIER SOFTWARE 




CAVALIER 



uof t nuLucn 



The complete integrated stock control, 

invoicing and full accounting system for the 

AMSTRAD PCW. Suitable for retailers, 

5, builders, accountants and 

A handy accessory, easy to fit, eas .. u : . , 

to use and easy to buy. Not only n Y other sma " business. 
does it make typing easier but also 
keeps the desk tidy. 
Just fill in the form. 

OUR PRICE £9.99. 

Order no.861 7 *nu options A & Bj 

jnu options B to E] 



ES (including VAT) 



anu options E to J) 
snu option K) 
enu options B to K) 
enu option L) 




FUN SCHOOL 3 



40.00 
85.00 
85.00 

20.00 Requires INSTOCK 
160.00 

60.00 Requires INTACT II 
E THE FOLLOWING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS: 

ss database ideal lor home, club membership etc.) £35.00 

,,. matching & mailing systems) £200.00 

The best-selling education packag, Fast Food Menu , stock and Billing system) C65.00 

now available for the PCW. Separa aDer Round s Billin 9 system) E65.00 

. , .. . _ _ _ .atabase) £35.00 

packs for the under 5s, 5-7 yrs and )ns & B niing system) en o.oo 

7s. With 6 games in each pack and Database) £75.00 

« i__ *_ «i_ u « 1 ing) £140.00 

conforming to the National 

1 are simple to operate. ^ M n , . 

1 tided lor all AMSTRAD PCW computers. * 



Curriculum: 8000+Value Verdict 



R.R.P. £24.99 

Our Price £19.99 

U 5s Order N0..8623 

5-7s Order No-8624 

Over 7s. Order N0..8625 



: support and require no disk swapping. 




s or to place your order 



^EE^J 



HOT LINE 0458 74011 ASK FOR J 



Postscript 



'? 



Welcome to this month f s Postscript - the pages where you have your say! 
So, what's in store this month? Well, we've got PC posers, keypad queries, 
speed searches - and much , much more! If there's anything you'd like to 
add, let us know; the address is Postscript, 8000 Plus, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath BA1 2BW. Sorry, but we can H answer correspondence personally 



Going spare? 

With reference to ihe April issue of 8000 
Plus. I have 10 congratulate and lhank 
you tor the article 'On the Mend'. 

I have been without my printer since 
December last year and having been 
quoted between £40 to £I(X) for repairs, 
was still undecided as to whether to opt 
for a repair or a new printer. 

After reading the said article 1 set 
about inspecting my printer and I found 
not one hairline crack but three near 
fractures in the armature. 

I telephoned CPC Spares on 
Monday 25th March and requested a 
replacement for the offending part. 
My order was dealt with swiftly and 
politely and I was both pleasantly 
surprised and pleased when the new 
armature arrived by lirsl class post 
Wednesday 27th March! 

My printer was back in the best of 
health within the hour. CPC and 
yourselves are to be congratulated. CPC 
for their excellent service and 8000 Plus 
for excellent articles. 

My subscription has certainly paid 
for itself, my thanks to all. including 
Geoffrey. Steve and Bernard who helped 
to compile the article. 
I, Edgar 
Gateshead. Tync & Wear 

8000 Plus: ll \v ii pleasure. Mr Edgar: 
On The Mend was featured in response 
In the enormous amount of letters which 
we had on the subject of PCW repairs in 
general It is also a great help to have 
the support of a company such as CPC 
Spares: yours was one of many tellers 
which we received following last 
month '.v article, and most of litem 
echoed your sentiments about the service 
offered by CPC. And of course, 
PCW8000 series owners needn I feel 
neglected; this month 's fully illustrated 
print head cleaning feature on page 57 
is just for them! 



Vital statistics 

I have an Amstrad PCW 8256 and I 
would like to update it for using 
LocoScript PC. I have added the SCA 
Rampac for more memory. I also have 



LocoScript 2, LocoFile, LocoSpcll. 
LocoFonl set I, CP/M plus. Money 
Manager Plus and Micro Design 2 

What do I need to be able to run 
LocoScript PC? Will all the programs 
that I have work with it? Will the new 
Teqnichc keyboard work with it? 

If you could answer these questions 
for me I would be very grateful. 
R M B Jones 
Milton Keynes. Bucks. 

8000 Plus: The one thing which you 
have left off the list is the mosl important 
one - and that is the need for a PC itself. 
Mr Jones. This will enable you to rim ihe 
program you are interested in. Unless 
you have a PC. there is no means by 
Which yOU can run LOCO PC on the 
PCW. iis ihe machines have a different 
operating systems and disc drive sizes. 
Once you have a PC. then you will be 
able to use programs like Micro Design 
in their PC version with no trouble at 
all. Why nut turn to page 46 of this issue, 
and lake a look at some of the other 
'dual formal' software on ihe market? 



Easy PC 



Help! Contemplating, as I am. the 
purchase of a PC. Karen Donaghay's 
article in the April issue, which 
promised to show how I would be able 
to transfer my precious PCW-based 
LocoScript documents to it seemed like 
manna from heaven. 

Joy seemed unconlined when she- 
suggested that the best way of achieving 
this was to fit a 5.25 inch 40/80 track 
disc drive since I had already done so. 

Then gloom descended. It appears 
that I also need a mysterious program 
called TDOS. Mine is not a Pace disc 
drive but one from another supplier 
advertising in your magazine. It did not 
come with TDOS. Please does anybody 
out there sell the software separately? 
B l.uckhtirsl 
Maidenhead. Berkshire 

8000 Plus: Yes. is the simple answer! 
You can obtain similar software to 
TDOS from a good deal of the 
advertisers in 8000 Plus. One such 
program thai we have looked at recently 
is 2-in-l (version 2) from Moonstone 



Computing of Striithclyde (041 941 
3120). It costs £29.95. Many second disc 
drives are sold 'bundled' with software 
- and it might be worth checking to see 
if yours did loo - but 2-in- 1 is sold 
separately as well. So. all you have to do 
is curry out u spot of window shopping 
via the pages of this magazine, and 
you 7/ be in fine form to lift that gloom! 
Good luck! 



Hurry up! 

I own a PCW85 1 2 machine which has 
given me sterling service over the past 5 , 
years. However. I believe the time has 
come to bring its attributes more in line 
with the capabilities of modern PCs. 

The three areas that I lind frustrating 
are all caused by the slowness of the 
process, namely boot-up, LocoScript 
spell-checker and the Printer. 

Reading your magazine I have come 
across software packages like 'Sprinter', 
but don't know whether they would 
help. I am prepared to buy different 
word-processing software and even 
a new printer if they would reduce 
the lime wasted, but need your 
excellent advice. 
DCI Grimsdale 
Chippenham. Wiltshire 

8000 Plus: Well. DCI. you have hit the 
nail on the head with the mention of 
Sprinter, which is actually a hardware 
add-on. At the moment, there is no other 
product of its kind, and even at a cost of 
£89.70. it is a very small price to pay for 
obtaining the extra speed which you - 
and many other users - desire. 
Sprinter comes thoroughly 
recommended by 8tXX) Plus, on all 
counts, ll is manufactured by Cirtech. at 
Monksford Stables. Newtown St 
Boswells, Melrose. Scotland. 



Howard's Rae 

As much as David Langford would like 
me to "gnash my teeth and prepare a 
strong letter about how he should buy 
our disc of printer drivers". I feel little 
need to do so. 

I need only quote from Alec Rae's 
article on the Canon BJ- lOe: "try as >• 
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we may. we never managed lo gel a £ 
sign from this primer except by using ihe 
LoeoSeripl primer driver"'. I think this 
sums up the position very well! 

All our Printer Drivers are in one 
convenient package - the Printer Support 
Pack. It is equally suitable for the 
PCW8256, 85 1 2 or 95 1 2 and costs 
£29.95 plus VAT. 
Howard Fisher, 
Locomotive Software, Dorking 

8000 Plus: Message received and 
understood, Howard! 



Crazy driver? 

The result of the Budget's increase of 
VAT was lo persuade me to buy a new 
printer for my 8512. At the same time I 
decided lo upgrade to a 24-pin lo 
improve the output quality and decided 
on one of Ihe reasonably priced ones in 
the MJC Supplies ad in ihe March 
edition of 8IKMI Plus. 

As you will be aware, it doesn'l just 
stop there, does it? I can understand Ihe 
need for an interface and al least thai is 
also useful for other add-ons. but I also 
have had to buy another printer driver to 
run LocoScript. 

Again, lhat I can understand, bin I 
cannot accept having to pay nearly £30 
for the privilege. 

To obtain the one or two files 
necessary. I am required lo purchase a 
Printer Support Pack for £29.95 from 
Locomotive Software which will, no 
doubt, contain no end of files which will 
be of no use to me al all and such is the 
nature of the industry, thai it will be of 
no use at all when I come lo buy my 
next printer. 

As 1 say. this slrikes me as being on 
Ihe verge of sharp practice. What do your 
readers think? 
M Walker 
Croydon, Surrey 

8000 Plus: Throughout die whole PCW 
industry . Locomotive Software prove 
themselves, time after time, to he both 
loyal lo the user and realistic in the 
pricing of their products. Not only lhat. 
but their after sales support is 
exemplary. I therefore hope thai I am 
correct in being 99% sure that you are 
not implicating Locomotive Software 
themselves as the instigators of 'sharp 
practice'. I think what you are really 
saying is, "why does the purchase of one 
external item for the PCW necessitate 
such additional expenditure:' " / don 'I 
blame you for thinking this: it 's rather 
like saving up for a classic car. and then 
being totally crippled by the cost of the 
insurance premium. I have my own views 
on the subject, but I echo your plea for 
other readers' opinions. The gauntlet, as 
they say. is hereby thrown down. 



Epson example 

I encountered similar problems lo David 
Langford as outlined in the April issue of 
8000 Plus when trying lo conned an 
Epson I x 850 to my PCW95 1 2. Things 



seemed to work OK with Micro Design 2 

- the main reason for the external primer 

- and with Pretext's simple printer but 
with LocoScript using ihe FX 80.PRI 
driver, ihe same problem - 'wailing for 
paper' - occurred. ' 

Bui something seemed lo bug the 
depths of my mind. Oh yes. wasn't Ihe 
Pretext simple driver sel up for use with 
continuous stationery? Voila! I made a 
copy of LocoScript for use exclusively 
With Ihe external printer and. I must 
confess. I lied lo LocoScript. I told it lhat 
the paper I was using was 1 1 inch 
lanfold even though in irulh il was 
single sheet A4. 

The sellings. SID file was sel up for 
Ihe FX80 to be the default printer and 1 1 
inch lanfold to lie the default paper. 
When the sheet of A4 finishes printing 
the printer thinks the stationery has run 
out and asks for more. LocoScript is 
none Ihe wiser about the cruel deceit and 
all works well. Whether using the printer 
driver disc would avoid the need for 
deceit and lead to a clearer conscience ... 
AM Smith 

Caerllili. Mid Glamorgan 

8000 Plus: My mother always lauglil me 
never lo tell lies. AM. but I'm sure in this 
case she 'il forgive me. Thanks for the 
info. I 'm sure you Ye helped a number of 
Epson-ites. 



Read all about it! 

As Karen Donaghay observes (issue 55). 
ihe recenl offer by Amstrad of 8256s 
produced many new 8256 users. 

One of them is me. While well 
pleased wilh the LocoScript and Mallard 
side of things, for which adequate 
documentation is available. I am rather 
disappoinled with Ihe CP/M Plus. GSX. 
and DR Logo side of things, of which Ihe 
same cannot be said. The packaged 
manual refers me to Amsirad's "Soft 
971: A Guide to CP/M Plus" and "Soft 
160: A Guide to Logo", and ends the 
description of many ol the utilities wilh 
the refrain "This utility is nol covered 
any further in this manual". 

Enquiries at Digital Research and 
Amstrad having failed lo unearth these 
manuals. I am wondering if this 
information is going the way of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

Do you. or any of your readers, 
know a source of these manuals? 
.IKR Harnett 
Horndean. Hants. 

8000 Plus: Never mind all those 
hieroglyphics. Mr Harnett - I've got a 
much better idea. For GSX info, why not 
gel hold of a copy of 'Picture Processing 
on the Amstrad PCW I see this month's 
Hook Look, on page 32 for a full 
review!? Il sounds like just the hook you 
are after. DR Logo is supported by a 
great book by J. W Penfold. called U>gt> 
for Beginners (£2.95, Bernard Babani 
1071)603 2581) No-one has yet come up 
wilh a reader-friendly book for CP/M. but 
try the very comprehensive Amstrad 
CP/M Plus, by Clarke and Powys-Lybbe 
IMML systems. II Sun St. London EC2) 



Quick on the draw 

May I be permitted to add further 
'pluses' to your review of PCWDRAW 
(The Good Software File. April '91 
issue). As a lone hand learning lo use a 
9512. experiencing greal difficulty in 
installing the software and obtaining a 
printout. HTB Computers Ltd wenl out 
of Iheir way lo advise and assist and 
finally adjusting my copy to suit my 
Epson LQ-400 printer. 

Being experienced your reviewer 
would nol be aware of such after sales 
service. ..this firm and oilier Minis for that 
matter who grace your advertisement 
pages offer to your readers... I'll give 
them all a big 'Plus'. 
RW Clarke 
Macclesfield, Cheshire 

8000 Plus: As die owners of Seagram 
will no doubt be aware, good stables 
produce good horses, and HTB are one 
of the finest breeders around for this kind 
of software. Glad to hear your praise! 



It's not goodbye... 

I have been an avid reader of 8000 Plus 
for some time and have found much of 
the advice and many of the articles of 
great interest and extremely useful. 
I am about to remove myself lo 
France on a permanent basis and am 
planning lo take my Amstrad 9512 wilh 
me for use over there. Can you help wilh 
some queries? 

a) Is il possible to gel software in 
France or would il all have lo be ordered 
and sent from the U.K.' 

b) Is there any variation in voltage 
and would I have to use current 
converters to power my Amstrad? 

c) Are there any different laws about 
use of I.T. information or ihe keeping of 
information in France? 

d) Although I gel my 8000 Plus from 
my local newsagent, I will not be able to 
do so once my move becomes a reality. 
Will I be able to order il through your 
service for delivery in France? 

.1 Stoessl, Lancaster 

8000 Plus: UK. from the lop: a) Yes, but 
your Trench would have to be pretty 
good - if you consider how difficult il is 
lo understand some of the software 
manuals written in our native tongue, 
imagine ihe problems en francais! The 
oilier question is one of availability -just 
knowing what is on offer and what is nol. 
You could still order software from die 
UK, if you don '; mind the marginal 
increase in expense lo cover postage. 

b) Probably - see the answer lo c)l 

c) I'm really nol sure - the Trench 
Embassy might be able lo help 

d) Mais oui! A year's subscription lo 
8000 Plus costs £38.40 for those in 
Europe, which covers speedy Air 
Mail postage. This would then solve 
problem a), because you 'd be kepi 
up lo date wilh all die latest 
software releases, and you could 
still make use oj die mail order 
companies who advertise in the 
magazine. Paifail! ^. 
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DISCS AVJKIt-ABl 

MICROOESIGN II 
STOP PRESS 
NEWSDESK 



FINELINE PLUS: NEW FROM HD DESIGN A BOXED SET OF 1 70 CUPART GRAPHICS 
CONVERTED FROM OUR POPULAR HIGH RESOLUTION PC PRODUCT HNEUNE PLUS 
THIS USFUL COLLECTION FEATURES BUILDINGS. COMPUTERS, OFFICE. TRANSPORT 
AND BUSINESS GRAPHICS SUPPLIED IN MDA FORMAT FOR MICRODESIGN II ONLY 
OI.95 RECOMMENDED MINIMUM PCW8SI2^SI2 



GENERAL PURPOSE 
CUPART DISCS 

HDI CLIPS & FONTS 
HD2 DESKTOP MAGIC 
HD3 IMAGE KIT 
HD4 POSTER KIT 
HDS PAGE MAGIC 
HD6 CARTOON FUN 
HD7 PICTURE BOX 
HD DISCS £12.50 EACH 



CLIPART BY PB O'ROURKE 

THIS SELECTION OF 4 DISCS 
OF ILLUSTRATIONS 
INCLUDES PLANTS. FIGURES. 
SPORT. FESTIVE. WEATHER. 
FOOD AND MANY MORE. 
STYLISH GRAPHICS. 
DISC REF 

PBOI.PBO2.PB03.PB04 
PB DISCS 1 1 2.50 EACH 




WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION PACK : 
OR ORDER SPECIFYING PRODUCT. PUBLISHING SYSTEM AND MACHINE 




HD DESIGN 

«J» 3 ROUNDTHOBN WAY. GOLDSWORTH PARK 

*■* WOKING, SURREY GU2I 30N 

(Q4867) 81394 




LETTA-HEAD PLUS 



Design letterheads, receipts, posters, labels, tickets for home or small business. 
Create your design by placing text in any combination of fonts in any mixture 

of 8 1 different sizes anywhere on screen Add graphics in the form of lines. 

arcs, circles, elipses. shading and icons. When you're happy, print headings in a 

choice of 1 8 different sizes, use your design in labels up to 4" x 2" in size or 

print groups of designs as a poster. Easy to use program includes full 

instruction manual. 1 5 fonts and a font and icon designer. 

Price £18.50 inclusive. 

ALSO WordFinder - THE program for word game enthusiasts. 

Price £13.50 

For further details and orders phone (0433) 30799 or write to: 

BRADWAY SOFTWARE (8P), 

HILLSETT ", UPPER PADLEY, 

GRINDLEFORD, SHEFFIELD, S30 1JA. 



STARTRACK+ 

A graphical astronomy program for all PCWs 
See the stars, Moon & Planets for £19.95 « 

■¥. *** 

• l-ocate individual constellations, the moon and planets 

• Identify the brightest stars • Draw the Horizon & Ecliptic 

• Show only the brightest stars or all stars to Magnitude 4.5 

• Position yourself anywhere on earth at any time 
j» • View all 88 constellations... lots more. ^v 

The 50+ page manual gives detailed instructions for Testing Yourself. 
Navigating with the Polynesians, showing the Milky Way etc. 

"Countless hours of education St enjoyment" - Mr. K 

"An excellent piece of software" - Mr. T 

. "Very Impressed" - Mr. K , 

•^ Write for details or send cheque/postal order to: 

Discovery Software. 291 Crlcklewood Lane. London NW2 2JL. 
Telephone 081 455 9962 



How to win £14000 
using small stakes 



ONE OF OUR CUSTOMERS RECENTLY WON £14,000 o 

bet using XI stakes and selections found by our 

FORMULA PLUS horse racing program. 

Programs strongly recommended in 

Amstrad PCW and 8000 Plus. 

If you are looking for winners the Brimardon programs are 
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SIMPLY THE BEST - BETTER THAN ALL THE REST 



Brimardon FORMULA - uses any daily paper - £30. 
Brimardon FORMULA PLUS - needs a racing paper - £40. 



Send a cheque or postal order or write or phone for full details. 
Brimardon Computer Racing Service 75 Cockerton Green ± 
~~| Darlington, DL3 9EG. 0325 288483 



£5 reduction In price If you return this advert with your order 



MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN 



Yes making money with your Amstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is, if only you knew it, a gold mine. The size and make is irrelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own 

HOME BASED BUSINESS 

This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
REMEMBER: You'll never get rich by digging someone else's "ditch". Anyone in the 
country, including YOU. can become very rich in a relatively short period of time just 
by doing a few basic things! It's more rewarding than playing games. The benefits 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details send S.A.E. to: 
pa 
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31,PILTONPLACE(8+25) 

KING AND QUEEN STREET, 

WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 



ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 



Every program written by a mathematician who has spent many years in the bettlns 
industry. Prosrams that utilise the tried and trusted methods ot the professional, not pie In 
the sky theories that fail to pass the test of time. 

FOOTBALL BOXFORM Written by a former pools expert for littiewoods. The program has 
forecast over 50% more draws than would be expected by chance. Homes, aways and 
draws shown in order of merit and true odds siven for every match. Merit tables show at a 
Slance the teams currently in form and those havlns a lean spell. Australian Pools prosram 
included in the price. 

POOLS PLANNER by the same author. Full details slven of 369 easily entered block perms 
ranslns from 9 to 73960 lines and from 12 to 56 selections. All are accepted by the pools 
firms and are checked in seconds by your computer. 

RACING BOXFORM Course characteristics (built into the prosram) as well as the form of 
the horses are considerd to speedily produce an order of merit for each race. Designed 
for flexibility allowins users to amend the prosram If they wish. Price still includes the highly 
acclaimed HANDICAP WINNER - more than 1 000 winners every year - over 25% of them at 
5/1 or better. 

PRICES (Tape) £15.95 each. £25.95 any two. £35.95 all three. For discs please add £2 per 
program. Order two or more and receive FREE a program to work out almost any bet. So 
Sood it's used by bookies. 
ji Advertised for six years in the sporting and computer press. 

■PW BOXoft CLEVER..GET THE BEST 
*-*-* BOXOFT (8P), 65 Allans Meadow Neston, 

South Wirral. L64 9SQ. Cheque/P.O./ 

Access/Visa Tel: 051 - 336 - 2668 
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BBC B & MASTER 

AMSTRAD CPC & PCW 

COMMODORE 64/128 

SPECTRUMS 




KeutDoardmaLe 

New for 

all 

PCW 8256 

Users 



Flip up KEYBOARD COVER 

3 Protect your keyboard with a rigid clear plastic cover. 
O Attaches to the keyboard and cannot be lost. 
) Hinges simply fitted in seconds. 
) Much more practical than a soft dust cover. 
3 Protects against items being dropped on the keys as 
well as spilt liquids. 
Only £12.95 inc. VAT and Postage 
Cheques or postal orders to: 
Silver Kings Ltd. Unit 10, The Tramyard, Lakedale Road, 
London, SE1 8 1 PW 081 -855-0790 
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. MICRO DESIGN 2 STOP PRESS 

, / _ (PLEASE STATE FORMAT REQUIRED) 

3^ I'll 

V* CA1- VARIETY DISC 

CA2' VARIETY DISC 

CA3' FLAGS Of the WORLD^J 

CA4- THE SPORTS DISC * 

CA5' MICRO DESIGN BORDERS 

(Double Density 8512/9512 only) 

CA6> THE GREEN DISC 

(Animals, Plants A Trees) 
Picture reference supplied with all orders 




ONLY £12-50per disc InclPSP 

AGB ILLUSTRATIONS 

a 061-773-2702 
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5 Queens Drive. Prestwich, Manchester, M25 8HQ. SS C 
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Dump hump 

Delighted to receive my lirsl issue of 
'8000 Plus". Seems lull of useful ideas 
and lips. Sailly. though, Ihe lirsl lip I 
tried was a screen dump of ihe 
LocoSeripl Disc Manager. When I press 
Extra and Primer on my PCW 85 1 2. ihe 
primer gives a lillle grunt, puis a quarter 
of an inch of hlack dots on ihe paper and 
locks up along with the keyboard. 

I've iricd this several limes, always 
with ihe same result. I have to switch off 
and start again. What am I doing wrong? 
IM Chatteris, London 

8000 Plus: How unsociable! Have you 
Irieil .vi reendumping from anywhere 
other than ihe disc manager? I've just 
conducted an 8000 Plus experiment of 
the same kind on ihe office 8512 and it's 
Still printing away merrily. Have you 
tried printing anything in the usual way 
(rather than using (EXTRAUPTRD? h 
your ribbon has jammed, your paper 
slipping, or your bail bar broken? If 
none of these conditions apply, then I 
don t know what is going wrong. 



Transparent facts 

I am 74 and need help wilh LocoPile! Il 
was advertised as being perfect for 
sorting photographic transparencies; 
being a keen photographer, often asked 
to lecture to different groups. I bought 
the LocoFile package hm find that there 
is no example in Ihe instruction book that 
relates to what I need. I have tried and 
tried lo understand what I should be 
doing, but so far have not succeeded. 
My Amslrad model is PCW 9512 double 
disc drive. 

In brief: I have over I. (KM) 
transparencies which cover my travels lo 
several countries. In each of these 
countries I have photographed different 
Subject categories, such as "animals" and 
"children" and so on. Then, within these 
categories there are sub-categories such 
as (under "animals") "lions" and "birds", 
and (under "children") "hoys" and 
"girls". I want LocoFile to locate for me 
all these categories so that, for instance, I 
could ask it lo lind "girls in all countries" 
or "boys in Bra/il and Ethiopia". 

I need slightly simpler step-hy-stcp 
assistance than is in Ihe instruction hook 
on how io set up ihe system, input data, 
and retrieve it afterwards. I also have 
basic questions like: 

1. Should all my transparencies be 
numbered and if so. is il helpful to have 
different coloured numbers for the 
different countries? 

2. Does each calegory/sub-category have 
to have a one-word title or could I. for 
example, call one "Lions feeding"'.' 

.'. How many categories/sub-categories 
is il possible lo have? 

I subscribe lo 8000 Plus magazine, 
but have no record of il having deall with 
ihe subject. 
T Fuirchild 
Parson's (Jreen, London 

HIHMI Plus: I'm so g lad your letter 



arrived when il did. Mrs I'uirchilit - 
Karen Donughav has come lo your 
rescue in this month's LocoFile tutorial, 
where she has taken a look al LocoFile 's 
indexing facility. I hope that your 
problem will be solved us a result. 



Where do I begin? 

I have just been given an Amslrad PCW 
825fi and I am trying to lind out what 
software is currently available. 

Please would you let me know what 
software or games your company sells 
together With prices and stockists in Ihe 
London area. 
B Joyce 
Mill Hill. London 

8000 Plus: Well. B. Ihe, first step is lo 
decide what you would like to do with 
your PCW. since the term 'software ' 
covers an unfeasihly large square 
mileage of detail. We list the best of the 
software currently available in our Good 
Software File every month, which, over a 
three month cycle, covers all the most 
popular applications fur the PCW. We 
also sell certain items al devastating!)- 
reasonable prices in ihe mail order 
section of the magazine. 

So, the answer is lo pull up a chair, 
flick through 8000 Plus, and then go and 
raid the piggy bank - once von start 
discovering ihe joys of some of the PCW 
software on the market, you 'II find it 
hard to stop spending! 



Padded out? 

Your review of the new PCW keyboard 
is most interesting. Could you now tell 
me whal the keypad on my 85 1 2 is for? 
None of the handbooks I've got even 
mention il. which seems odd in itself. 

I suppose il could make a very good 
invoice typist even quicker: but without 
the cursors, mathematical symbols and 
everything else disabled by NUMLOCK 
il wouldn't really do for spreadsheets. 
So. just what is il for? 
GF Marshall 
St. Neots. Cambs. 

NOOII Plus: llmm, it 's a very interesting 
question. As you know, pressing 
lALT/IRIilAYI enables and disables ihe 
use of the numeric keypad. Il is a 
nuisance lo use il within, say. a 
LocoSeripl document lo enter a series of 
figures, because all of the benefits of 
cursor manoeuvring such as 
II.OI.IIPAGEUUNEI and so on are then 
removed. The only circumstances where 
il would really come into ils own is 
probably for something like invoice 
typing: accounts clerks will be more al 
home wilh that layout of figures than they 
would be wilh Ihe lop row arrangement 
learned by typists for professional 
qualifications. 

You could always enable the keypad 
fur use in conjunction wilh Protest's in- 
built calculator if you had a long 
afternoon's worth of bank statement 
calculations in front of you! 



The horse's mouth 



My attention has been drawn lo ihe letter 
by John K Glascodine in Ihe April issue. 

I have slressed that copying discs 
every few months was an extreme 
measure in the absence Of information 
about the "clip" factors of Ihe various 
discs on sale. The "clip" factor is a 
measure of ihe chance of random 
dropout ol the information held in each 
bit. Il is a statistical measure, so whether 
a disc fails or not over a long period of 
time is to some exlenl pure luck, 
although conditions of Storage will, of 
course, affect ihis chance. 

Whilst power line Ructualions are. in 
my view, ihe most common cause Of disc 
failures, we salvage many discs on which 
Ihe odd data error occurs al random 
during their use. sometimes within a few 
days of lirsl use. al other limes after 
several years of use. These kinds of 
failure are ihe random lypc probably 
related to the "clip" factor. 

Some CF2 discs often fail lo formal 
as 720k discs in Ihe high (ixkl) tracks 
141 (2) 159. Even when they do formal 
al lirsl. failures invariably ihen occur al 
random laler in their life in these areas 
simply because Ihe disc won't hold the 
data reliably. Using these discs is like 
playing Russian Roulette and we 
recommend users lo change lo another 
brand, preferably CF2D/CF2DD for Ihe 
720k formal. 

I am sorry if some of your readers 
were unnecessarily worried by this 
advice and I would suggesl that you try 
lo gel some definitive information from 
the disc manufacturers lo publish. 

I still support your conclusion "heller 
safe than sorry" - making and keeping 
several copies of a disc will reduce the 
risk and correspondingly reduce the need 
lor such a tedious re-copying routine I 
suggested as ihe exireme - assuming thai 
the discs aren'l all subjected to the same 
poor conditions. 
Dave Smith (The Disc Doctor) 
Paddock Wood. Kenl 

Htlllll Plus: Thanks for pulling ihe record 
straight. Dave - the info which you 
suggest will be included asap. 



Gone missing 

An article called "Ihe Facts of Life' was 
published on pages 44-45 ol your 
January 1991 edition of 80(H) Plus, which 
refers lo a file called Mail. 232 lo be 
found on ihe LocoSeripl I master disc 
supplied wilh the Amslrad PCW8256 or 
85 1 2. I have searched my masler disc - 
and those of my friends in vain for ihis 
file. Was ihis a gill to early users only, or 
is there some leg-pulling going on here? 
James Hnwletl 
Newton Abbot. Devon 

8000 Plus: Leg-pulling? Us? No chance. 
MaiL232 is one of those notorious 
'hidden' files - and you can access it by 
pressing IfN/ for Options and selecting 
'Show Hidden Files ". • 
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GET A DETAILED TIME & 
MATERIALS BREAKDOWN FOR 
=RY JOB - AUTOMATICALLY 



A FAST , WELL PROVEN 

PROFESSIONAL SYSTEM 

DESIGNED SPECIALLY 

FOR BUILDING WORK 

RUNS ON ANY PC 

OR PCW COMPUTER 

SUPER EASY TO USE 





for your FREE 
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ATTENTION 
AMSTRAD USERS 

BBD Professional Dust Covers offer an 

exclusive range of stylish, 

top quality protective covers for your 

computing equipment 

Manufactured from top quality washable nylon, BBD Dust 
Covers have stylish, contrasting piping on all seams. 



NON-FADE 
NON-SHRINK 
NON-CRACK 
MACHINE WASHABLE 



• EASY IRON 

• FLAME-RETARDANT FINISH 

• ANTI-STATIC TREATED 

• FULLY GUARANTEED 



AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512: £12.95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 

AMSTRAD PCW 9512: £14.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

(COST INCLUDES VAT AND P&P) 



A wide range ot printer covers is 

also available, at prices starting 

Irom ONLY £6.50! 

Money-back guarantee if not 

completely satisfied! 

Please state printer make and model 



BBD 



DUST 
COVERS 



DEPT 32 
The Standish 
Centre, Cross 
Street, 
Standish, 



TEL: 0257 425839 EXT. NO. 32 ™ bM - s 



FAX: 0257 423909 



Wigan, 
WN6 0HQ 



I think, 

therefore I am - 
a Brainstorm user 





Keep control of all your 
ideas, afterthoughts, 
plans and reminders with 
Brainstorm - the fast 
and easy to use ideas 
processor. 
Thousands of 
satisfied users. 



To: Brainstorm Software, FREEPOST, Ruislip, Middlesex. HA4 8BR. 
Please rush me: ] My copy of Brainstorm + manual 

J Further information 



£29.99 
inclusive 









ABMM 







Name: .... 
Address:. 



Telephone 

0895 

677845 



■ (Our full address is 18 Courtlands Close, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 8AX)_j 



Is cricket your game? Do you follow the fortunes of 
your local or national side? Find the answers to the 
questions below, and you could win Scorecard! 
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Cricket is one of Ihose sports which is 
capable of effecting a Jekyll and Hyde 
change in the most placid of individuals. 
One mention of the latest performance 
of the national squad, and you are quite 
likely to hear a stream of very 
discontented mumblings in reply. 

However, the game can be a source 
of great pleasure, to spectators and 
players alike. When the weather is line, 
an afternoon's cricket can be one of the 
most satisfying ways of passing the 
lime. Not so. quite often, for the person 
who is keeping score. A cricket scoring 
book is quite a complicated affair - and 
being able to enter details of all those 
LBWs. no balls and leg byes requires 
the closest of attention. And the kind of 
adverse weather conditions which tend, 
all too frequently, to interrupt a game, 
mean that sitting on the edge of the field 
for long periods of time can be quite an 
uncomfortable affair. 

Now, we all know just how 
important a role the PCW plays in 
transforming our daily lives. Most PCW 
owners will throw their hands up in 
honor if you venture to ask them how 
they managed to survive life 'B.PCW. 

And now, the machine can exert a 
metamorphic influence over outdoor 
pursuits such as cricket - thanks to 



Scorecard, a new program from Sticky 
Dog Software (cricketers should know 
the significance of this term!). 

Scorecard applies the speed and 
efficiency of a computer program to the 
painstaking demands of keeping track of 
a game of cricket. Not only that, but it 
also enables you to produce on the spot 
analyses of individual player 
performance, and detailed records of an 
over as it progresses. 

The program allows you to import 
the file you have created into word 
processors such as LocoScript or 
Protext, so that you can prepare the club 
report using first hand information. 
You can even incorporate the document 
into a database. 

All these factors, plus the ability to 
print out straight from the program, 
make Scorecard a powerful and 
impressive rival to the traditional item. 

The forward-thinking among you 
will by now be scratching your heads 
and wondering how on earth you can 
use a PCW at a cricket ground. Well, 
the answer is, you can - so long as you 
can find a pavilion with a power point! 
Even if you can't, the PCW can actually 
be run from a car battery, making it a 
positively portable computer! 

You can even use Scorecard in the 
comfort of your own home, to follow a 
cricket match on television. And. when 
your favourite players have hung up 
their bats for the winter. Scorecard can 
be put to use to play alphabet cricket. 
Scorecard is a great all-rounder - and 
we've got three copies of the program 
up for grabs. 

So. all you have to do is to study the 
questions below, and send in your 
answers (on a postcard) to Scorecard 
Competition. 8000 Plus, 29 Monmouth 
Street. Balh. BA1 2BW. Notice that this 
address is different to the usual one - 
and that it is for competitions only. 
Entries to arrive no later than 25th May. 
please. Good luck! 



^ < 






1 Who was the only batsman to have scored 300 and 100 in the same match? 
a Graham Gooch b Geoff Boycott c John Major? 

2 Who was the first batsman to hit six sixes off one over? 

a Viv Richards b John Major c Gary Sobers? 

3 Who, in 1956, took 7 for 9 for Rutlish Grammar School, and was rated the 
Evening Standard's best young cricketer of the year? 

a Fred Truman 6 Brian Statham c John Major? 

4 England managed to hold on to the ashes for the majority of the 1980's. 
In which year did they lose them? 

a 1988 b 1989 c 1990 



NEXT MONTH! 



Drive time 

One way to link the PCW to the PC 
is to invest in a 3.5 inch drive. And 
now, thanks to a brand new 
product from Silicon City, you can 
ensure that such a drive is never 
far from reach. Next month, in a 
step by step, fully illustrated 
walkthrough, we show you how to 
fit an internal - yes, internal. 3.5 
inch drive into the PCW9512. And, 
we're not stopping there. We'll be 
taking an in-depth look at just 
what a 3.5 inch drive can do for 
you. What are the benefits of 
having this 'extra' lilted to your 
PCW? Which software should you 
use? And is it worth it in the long 
run? Don't miss our special, 
extended feature next month! 

Home, Sweet Home 

If you're fed up with the daily 
grind of travelling to and from 
work, the prospect of abandoning 
that dreary routine and working 
from home will probably sound 
extremely inviting. Next month, we 
take a look at how you can equip 
yourself to set up an office at home 

- and still remain in touch with all 
the latest news and information. 
So, if nine to five is getting you 
dow n. tune into June's special 
homeworking feature! 

Traffic control 

Remember Locol.ink, the utility 
which allows you to transfer 
documents created on the PCW 
straight over to a PC? Well, its 
creators, Locomotive, have been 
hard at work on a very important 
upgrade to the original version. 
We'll be taking a peek at the new 
look LocoLink in June's 8000 Plus. 
You can't afford to miss it! 

Mice work! 

With so many of you venturing into 
the world ofde.sk top publishing, 
chances are you'll be coming into 
contact with that devilishly helpful 
add-on, a mouse. We've had a good 
deal of enquiries about mice; what 
kinds are there, what do they do. 
can they be used in other programs 

- your lists have been endless. So, if 
want the lowdown on mice of the 
non-furry variety, trap yourself a 
copy of June's 8000 Plus now! 



The June issue of 

8000 PLUS 

will be on sale from 

25th May '91 

Order your copy now! 




Don't risk losing your 
valuable data 

• Genuine Amsofl 

• Guaranteed Quality and 
Reliability 

• Buy from the UK's 
LARGEST SUPPLIER 

PACK OF o 

FIVE Q.49 

PACK OF 4 — 

TEN 15.99 



BULK BUYERS SPECIAL PRICES 

50 7 * 100 nQ 

DISKS C /'♦.99DISKSC lOSf.99 




PCW PRINTER 
RIBBONS 



SPECIAL OFFER 
BUY 10- GET 1 FREE 

(NO MIXED ORDERS) 

GENUINE AMSTRAD 





FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISTflIKE 


PCW8 


c4.80 


c4.80 


PCW9 


- 


l2.99 



MINIMUM ORDER - 2 RIBBONS UNLESS 
ORDERED WITH OTHER ITEMS. 

QUALITY COMPATIBLES 





FABRIC 


CARBON 
MULTISTRIKE 




PCW8 


^2.99 


■2.99 




PCW9 


l2.29 


f2.29 





MINIMUM ORDER - 5 RIBBONS UNLESS 
ORDERED WITH OTHER ITEMS. 



CLEANING KIT 



CLEARHEAD for 3- drives 

• Safer data 
storage 

• Easy to use 

• Prolongs disk 
and drive life 




DUST COVERS 



AMSTRAD PCW 9 SERIES 

PRINTWHEELS 




CHOOSE FROM THESE 9 

DIFFERENT PRINTWHEELS 

LETTER GOTHIC 10/1J 

MINI GOTHIC 15 

ORATOR 10 

PRESTIGE ELITE 12 

PRESTIGE PICA 10 

RECTA 10 

SCRIPT 12 

THESIS PS 

COURIER 10 



:5.50 



FOREIGN PRINTWHEELS 

AVAILABLE CALL FOR PRICES 

AND0ELIVERY 



TEQNICHEPCW102 
KEYBOARD 



Full IBM AT style keyboard. 

102 keys Including special 

Locoscript function keys. 

Separate numeric keypad. 

Separate cursor keypad. 

Plugs straight into any PCW 

(replaces existing keyboard). 

No special software or hardware 

modifications needed. 

Fully compatible with existing PCW 

software and hardware. 

Assembled and individually 

tested in the U.K. 

Fully guaranteed for 12 months 

c 899o 



HIGHEST QUALITY 3 PIECE 
PCW DUST COVERS 

PCW 8 SERIES £ 7.95 

PCW 9 SERIES E 7.95 

PCW 9 SERIES 

SHEET FEEDER VERSION £ 8.95 



LISTING PAPER 



11"x9V'60gsm _ 

1000 SHEETS C/.95 

2000 SHEETS £ 14.95 

;PLEASE ADD U 00 TOWARDS DELIVERY ON 
ORDERS FOR PAPER UNLESS YOU ORDEH 
WITH OTHER ITEMS. THEN DELIVERY IS £1 50. 



AMSCASE 



3" DISK STORAGE 

CASE -HOLDS m 

10 DISKS £4.95 



©TDK DISKS 



Best quality disks in the world for 
3.5" and 5.25" drives. 

TDK 5.25" DS I 5.64 

TDK 5.25" HD.. £9.43 

TDK 3.5" DS :8.28 

TDK 3.5" HD £ 1 5.64 

All prices are per bo» ol 10 disks. 



AMS 30L STORAGE BOX 



• High impact resistant, anti- 
static plastic construction with 
inset smoked lid panels. 

• Hinged lid with Key operated 
security lock 

• Stepped base tor easy disk 
selection with a capacity 
(ortilteen 3" disks either 
cased or uncased. 

• Can accommodate up to thirty 3" 
uncased disks 

• Redesigned throughoul and 
now attractively finished in grey 

ONLY Jfc 

,9.95 



£5.00 




TOP 25 SELECTED PCW TITLES 



INTEGRATED 

MINI OFFICE PR0FESSI0NAL....C26.50 
D.T.P. 

MICRO DESIGN 2 £45.95 

EDUCATION 

CRASH COURSE TYPING £17.95 

ULTIMATE SUMS £10.95 

ULTIMATE QUIZ £1 0.95 

JUNIOR PLAYTIME £12.95 

LEISURE 

TIME AND MAGIK £10.95 

TOMAHAWK £13.95 

COLOSSUS CHESS 4 £1 2.95 

CLASSIC GAMES 4 £13.50 

SCAPEGHOST £1 3.50 

HOME ENTERTAIMENT CENTRE .£1 4.95 
WORLD OF SOCCER £1 2.95 



WORD PROCESSING 

PR0TEXT £39.95 

LOCOSCRIPT 2 £26.95 

LOCOSPELL £22.95 

L0C0MAIL £26.95 

L0C0F0NT (Sets 1 & 2) £26.95 

LOCOSCRIPT 2L0C0SPELL £35.95 

LOCOFILE „£30.95 

PRINTER SUPPORT PACK £26.95 

SPREADSHEETS 

CRACKER II TURBO £40.95 

DATABASES 

M ASTERFILE 8000 £32.95 

LOCOFILE £30.95 

ACCOUNTS 

SAGE POPULAR ACCOUNTS £81.95 

MONEY MANAGER £47.95 
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24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE 0509 610444 V^ 



FREE 

DELIVERY 

ON ALL ORDERS OVER £1 5 
(EXCEPT PAPER) 




OR 



ON ORDERS BELOW 
£15 PLEASE ADD £1.50 
TOWARDS POSTAGE 
AND PACKING ,--^ 

Oft 




SPEEDY 
DELIVERY 

FOR ONLY £7.95. YOUR ORDER 

CAN BE DELIVERED TO YOU NEXT 

WEEK DAY GUARANTEED BEFORE 1.00pm 

ORDER MUST BE PLACED BEFORE 3.30PM) 



Prices & availability subject to change. 






E. &O.E. 



Compumart 



COMPUMART LIMITED FREiPOSI I80-) 

JUBILEE DRIVE, LOUGHBOROUGH, LEICS LEI I 

TEL 0S09 610444 FAX: 0509 610135 



03B 




Now with larger worksheet - up to 3 times 
the original supported! 



Cracker 2 turbo plus 

£50.06 inc. VAT 




Cracker 2 turbo plus is the powerful, user friendly graphics spreadsheet 
specially written for the PCW 8256, 851 2 and 951 2. Fast and easy to use, 
with a wide variety of graph styles, why settle for a text-only spreadsheet 
when the best costs less? 

Cracker 2 turbo plus is capable of checking entries for error as data is keyed 
into a work sheet. Arithmetic, logic and syntax are all checked before 
being accepted. 

Once a worksheet has been created Cracker 2 turbo plus can translate 
these figures into graphs, in high resolution, either on the screen or to an 
Epson compatible printer. Bar graphs, pie charts, line graphs, logarithmic, 
scatter and hi lo graphs can all be produced. 

Built-in functions are availablefor doing statistical analysis, complex logic 
and higher mathematics. Special functions for cashflow calculations and 
tax assessments are also provided. 

• Cracker 2 turbo plus supports 55 columns by 255 rows 

• Makes full use of the PCW 32 line screen 

• Extensive graphing capabilities 

• On-line help and error checking 

Upgrades from Cracker 2 turbo to turbo plus are available from NewStar 
Software Return the original program disks together with £1 2.99 +VAT to 
the address below. 



[\J2^| NewStar Software Limited, 

5T/\R The Wid,orci old Rectory, London Road, Chelmsford, 

13 
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Tel: (0245)) 26501 7 Fax: (0245) 263969 



